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NOTE   TO   THE    THIRD  VOI.UJIE. 


When  the  Author  commenced  the  |iuhlication  of 
this  work,  he  informed  his  Publisbera  liinl  he  should 
probably  complete  it  in  three  volumes.  Wliat  he 
gave  B8  a  probiibilit}',  they  understood  as  a  certatuty, 
and  worded  their  advertisements  accordingly.  His 
theme  has  unexpectedly  expanded  under  his  pen, 
and  he  now  lays  his  tlurd  Tolume  before  the  public, 
with  Ilia  task  yet  unaccomplished.  He  hopes  this 
may  not  cause  unpleasant  disnppointuicnt.  To  pre- 
a  &milLar  and  truthful  picture  oF  the  Revolu- 
tion and  the  personages  concerned  in  it,  required 
mnch  detail  and  copions  citations,  that  the  scenes 
nugbt  be  placed  in  a  proper  li^ht,  and  the  charac- 
ters introdnccd  might  speak  for  themselves,  nod  have 
space  in  which  to  play  their  parts. 

The  kindness  with  which  the  first  two  volumes 
have  been  received,  has  encouraged  the  author  to 
E  the  plan  he  had  ado|ited,  and  inspires  the 
hope  that  the  public  good-will  which  ]in»  cheered 
him  through  so  long  a  period  of  devious  authorship, 
e  with  him  to  the  approaching  close  of 
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news  of  Washington's  recrossing  the 
Inware,  nnd  of  his  Mibseqiient  fichieve- 

(ilB  in  llie  Jerseys,  hnd  not   renched 

London  on  the  9[h  of  January.  "  The  affhire  of 
America  seem  lo 'be  drawing  (o  a  en siti,"  writes 
Edmund  Biirke.  "  Tlie  Howes  are  al  litis  time 
in  poBaesaion  of,  or  able  to  awe  the  whole  tniddle 
coast  of  America,  from  Delaware  to  the  westera 
bonndary  of  Massachusetts  Bay;  ihe  naval  barrier 
on  the  side  of  Canada  ts  broken.  A  great  tract 
is  open  for  the  snpply  of  ihe  troops ;  the  river 
Hudson  opens  a  way  into  the  heart  of  [he  prov- 
inces, Bud  nolhing  can,  in  all  probiibility,  prevent 
an    early  and    otfensive    campaign.       What    the 


LIFE  OF  WASaif/GTOS. 


AmericHna  hsve  done  Ih,  in  iheir  circums lances, 
Inilj  aslonishiiig ;  it  is  iiiileed  iiifiiiilcly  more  ihun 
I  expeoled  from  ihem.  Btit,  having  done  so  much 
for  some  short  time,  I  began  lo  eiitcrtniii  uu  opin- 
ion Ihat  tliey  might  do  more.  It  is  now,  how- 
ever, evident  thitt  ihey  cannot  look  BUniliiig  ar- 
mies in  the  fare.  Tliey  .ire  inferior  in  everylliing 
—  even  in  niimbnra.  There  seem  by  ihe  best  mc- 
connts  not  to  be  above  len  or  twelve  IhouKand 
men  at  most  in  their  grand  army.  The  rest  are 
militia,  and  not  wondurfiiUy  well  composed  or  dis- 
ciplined. Tliey  decline  a  general  engagement ; 
prudently  enough,  if  their  object  had  been  lo  make 
the  war  attend  upon  it  treaty  of  good  lerma  of  sub- 
jection ;  but  when  they  look  further,  this  will  not 
do.  An  army  Ihat  is  obliged  at  all  time»,  and  in 
all  situations,  to  decline  an  engagement,  may  de- 
lay their  rnjn,  but  can  uever  defend  their  coun- 
try." ' 

At  the  time  when  thin  was  written,  the  Howes 
had  learnt,  to  their  mortification,  that  "the  mere 
running  through  a  province,  is  not  subduing  it." 
The  British  commander?  had  been  outgeneraled, 
altAcked,  and  defeated.  They  had  nearly  been 
driven  out  of  the  Jerseys,  aud  were  now  hemmed 
in  and  held  iu  check  by  Washtnglon  and  his  hatid- 
ful  of  men  castled  among  the  heights  of  Morris- 
town.  So  far  from  holding  possession  of  the  ter- 
ritory they  liad  so  i-eetntly  overrmi,  they  were 
lala  to  ask  safe  conduct  across  It  for  a  convoy  to 
llieir  soldiers  captured  in  battle.  It  must  have 
been  a  severe  trial  to  the  pride  of  Coruwnliii*, 
t  Burks'i  Workt,  vol.  V.  p.  I9S. 
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wlieo  he  bad  lo  inquire  by  letter  of  Wnstiinglon, 
whether  moaej  and  stores  could  be  aetit  to  the 
Hessians  captured  ut  Treiit'in,  aud  a  surgeoa  aud 
medicines  lo  the  wounded  at  Princeton ;  and 
Washington's  replj  must  hnve  conveyed  a  reproof 
stilt  inore  moiliryiug:  No  molestation,  he  Hssured 
his  lorilship,  would  be  offered  lo  the  convoy  by 
nny  part  of  the  regular  army  under  his  command; 
but  "he  could  not  muwer/or  t/ie  militia,  who  were 
ntortiny  lo  armt  in  motl  parts  of  the  State,  and 
wtre  exceuiveli/  exaiperaled  at  the  treatment  Ocey 
had   met    with  from    both    Heuian    and  Britith 

In  fact,  the  conduct  of  the  enemy  had  roused 
tbe  whole  country  against  them.  The  proclama- 
tions and  printed  protcclions  of  the  Uritish  com- 
inaiiders,  on  the  hiilh  ol'  which  the  inhabitants  in 
general  h»d  stnyed  at  home,  and  forbore  lo  take 
up  arms,  had  proved  of  no  avail.  The  Hessians 
could  not  or  would  not  understand  ihein,  hui  plun- 
dered friend  and  foe  alike.'  The  British  soldiery 
often  followed  their  example,  and  the  pluiideriuga 
of  both  were  at  limes  attended  by  Iho.-w  brutal 
outrages  on  the  weaker  sex,  which  inlliime  the 
dullest  spirits  to  revenge.  Thu  whole  State  was 
thus  roused  ngainal  its  invaders.  In  Washing- 
Ion's  retreat  of  more  llian  a  hundred  miles  through 
the  Jerseys,  he  had  never  been  joined  by  more  than 

1  "ThSM  rasMla  plunder  »ll  iniii«riminstely.  If  they  we 
anything  tbey  Wkt,  Ihey  say,  'Rebel  good  Tur  HeBBS-nuin*.' 
aii-l  «iiB  u|*in  il  fnr  their  own  use.  Thay  have  no  id™  of 
Ihe  diiMnctJons  Iwtwten  whig  and  lory."  —  Letttr  of  Biaant 
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ODe  hundi-ed  of  iu  iuhabiiaiits :  now  sulTerers  of 
both  parties  rose  as  one  raan  to  avenge  tlieir  per- 
BODal  injuriea.  The  laic  quiet  yeomanry  armed 
themselvea,  ncd  scoured  the  country  in  small  par- 
ties to  seize  on  Biriigglera,  and  the  militia  began  to 
signalize  themselves  in  voluntary  skirmishes  with 
regular  troops. 

In  effect,  Washington  ordereil  a  safe  conduct 
to  be  given  to  the  Hessian  baggage  as  far  as  Phil- 
adelpliia,  and  to  Ihe  surgeon  and  medicines  to 
Princeton,  and  permitted  a  Hessian  sergeant  and 
twelve  men,  unarmed,  to  attend  the  baggage  until 
it  was  delivered  to  their  countrymen, 

Morrislown,  where  the  main  army  waa  en- 
camped, had  not  been  chosen  by  Wnshinglon  as  a 
permanent  post,  but  merely  as  a  halting-place, 
where  \\u  troops  might  repose  afier  tlieir  excessive 
fatigues  and  their  sufferings  from  the  inclement 
season.  Fiirlher  considerations  persuaded  him 
that  it  was  well  situated  for  the  system  of  petty 
wnr&re  which  he  meditated,  and  induced  him  to 
remain  there.  It  was  protected  by  forests  anil 
rugged  heights.  All  approach  from  the  seaboard 
was  rendered  diflicult  and  dangerous  to  a  hostile 
force  by  a  chain  of  sharp  bills,  extending  from 
Flucknmiti,  by  Boiindbrook  and  Springfield,  to 
the  vicinity  of  the  Passaic  Rivei',  while  various 
defiles  in  tiie  rear  afforded  safer  relrents  into  a  fer- 
tile and  well  peopled  region.'  It  was  nearly 
equidistant  from  Arnboy,  Newark,  and  Brunswick, 
tbe  principal  posts  of  the  enemy ;  ao  that  any 
moTentent  made  from  ihera  could  be  met  by  a 
J-  WiUkinMii'j  MoAMft,  vol.  i.  p.  IIB- 
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couDier  movemeDt  on  his  pnrt ;  while  the  foriija 
and  skirmbbes  by  which  he  might  htkrass  tliem, 
would  school  and  season  liis  own  troops.  He  had 
three  failLral  generals  with  him:  Greene,  his  re- 
liance on  all  occasioDB  ;  swarthy  Sullivan,  whose 
excitable  temper  and  quick  sensibilities  he  had 
sometiDjes  to  keep  in  check  by  friendly  counsels 
and  rebukes,  but  who  was  a  good  officer,  and  loy- 
ally attached  to  him  ;  and  brave,  genial,  generous 
Knox,  never  so  happy  as  wiiuu  by  his  side.  He 
had  lately  been  advanced  lo  ilie  rank  of  bi'igadier 
at  his  recommeudation,  and  couimauded  the  artil- 
lery. 

Washington's  military  family  at  this  time  was 
composed  of  bis  aides-de-camp,  Colonels  Meade 
and  Tench  Tilghmaii  of  Fbiladelpbia,  genilemeo 
of  gallant  spirit,  amiable  tempers  and  cultivated 
mannera ;  and  his  secretary,  Colonel  Robert  H. 
Harrison  of  Maryland  —  the  "  old  secretary,"  as  he 
was  familiarly  called  among  bis  associates,  and  by 
whom  he  was  described  as  "  one  in  whom  every 
man  had  confidence,  and  by  whom  no  man  was  de- 
Washington's  head-quaPiers  at  first  wei-e  in 
what  was  called  the  Fi-eemasou's  Tavern,  on  the 
north  side  of  llie  village  green.  His  troops  were 
eucani[>ed  about  the  vicinity  of  the  village,  at 
first  in  tenia,  until  they  could  build  log  huts  for 
shelter  against  the  winter's  cold.  The  main  eu- 
campmenl  was  near  Buttle  Hill,  iu  a  sheltered 
valley  whii^li  was  thickly  wooded,  and  had  abua- 
daut  springs.  It  extended  southeasterly  from 
Morriatowu  ;  and  was  called  the  Lowaiitica  Vol- 
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Xey,  from  ihe  Iiidiati  luime  of  a  benotifnl,  limpid 
brook  which  run  ibraugh  it,  and  lost  iteelf  in  a 
great  Bwiimp.' 

The  enemy  being  now  concentrated  at  New 
Brurisu'ick  and  Amboy,  General  Puinani  was  or- 
dered by  Wanhingtoii  to  move  from  Croaswicks 
to  Princeton,  will)  the  troops  under  his  cominaad. 
He  was  inalmctod  to  drew  his  forage  as  much  as 
poasible  from  ilie  ueighborhood  of  Brunswick, 
about  eighteen  miles  oO*,  thereby  (?oniribuliiig  to 
distress  the  enemy;  lo  have  good  scouting  pnrties 
continuully  on  the  look-out;  to  keep  nothing  with 
him  but  what  could  be  moved  off  at  n  moment's 
warning,  and,  if  compelled  lo  leave  Frincelon,  lo 
retreat  towards  the  mountains,  so  as  to  form  a 
junction  ftilh  the  forces  at  Morri.'ttown. 

Putnam  had  with  him  but  a  few  hundred  men. 
"You  will  give  out  your  strength  to  he  twice  as 
great  as  it  is,"  writes  Washington ;  a  common  ex- 
pedient with  him  in  those  times  of  scanty  nieans. 
Putnam  acted  up  to  the  advice.  A  British  offi- 
cer. Captain  Macpherson,  was  lying  desperately 
wounded  at  Princeton,  acid  Puttiam,  in  the  kind- 
ness of  his  heart,  was  induced  In  send  in  a  flag  lo 
Brunswick  in  quest  of  a  friend  and  military  com- 
rade of  the  dying  man,  to  attend  him  in  his  last 
moments  and  make  his  will.  To  prevent  the 
weakness  of  the  garrison  from  being  discovered, 
the  visitor  was  brought  iu  after  dark.  Lights 
gleamed  in  all  the  college  windows,  and  in  the 
vacant  houses  about  the  Iowd  ;  the  handful  of 
troops  capable  of  duty  were  marched  hither  and 

1  Note!  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  F.  Tullle,  MS. 
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tbither,  anil  btickward  nad  forwitrd,  Rtid  paraded 
&bout  lo  such  effect,  ibat  the  visitor  on  his  return 
to  the  British  camp,  reported  the  fur<.-c  under  the 
old  geucrid  la  be  at  least  tive  lliousaiid  strong.^ 

CnulonmeiilB  were  gnidually  fonned  between 
Fn'tiratoii  and  the  Highlands  of  the  Hudson, 
which  mude  the  led  flank  of  Washiuglou's  pusi- 
tiou,  and  where  Genuml  Heath  liHd  coramaiid. 
General  Pliileinuii  Diekinson,  who  comnuiiiiled  the 
New  Jersey  mililiii,  was  eljiliooed  on  the  west  side 
of  Milbioiie  River,  near  Somerset  Court-house, 
one  of  thu  nearest  posts  to  tlie  enemy's  camp  at 
Brunswick.  A  British  foraging  parly,  of  five  or 
six  liuudred  strong,  seut  out  by  Cormvallis  with 
forty  wagons  aud  upward  of  a  hundred  draught 
horses,  mostly  of  the  Englisli  breed,  having  col- 
leeled  sheep  aud  cattle  about  the  country,  were 
Backing  a  mill  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river, 
where  a  lai^e  qunutity  of  flour  was  deposited. 
While  thu»  employed,  Dickinson  set  upon  them 
with  a  force  equal  in  ntiiuber,  but  composed  of 
raw  militia  nnd  filly  Philadelphia  ritlenien.  He 
dashed  tlirough  the  river,  waist  deep,  with  bis 
men,  and  charged  the  enemy  Bo  suddenly  and 
vigorously,  that,  though  sup|)orted  by  three  (ield- 
pieces,  ihey  gave  way,  left  their  convoy,  and  re- 
treated so  precipitately,  that  he  made  only  nine 
prisoners.  A  number  of  killed  and  wounded 
were  carried  off  by  the  fugitives  on  light  wag- 


1  Spuki*  Am.  Biogn^ih/,  vol,  vU.  p.  196. 
»  Wtihington  to  Ihe  Prefidcnl  of  CongteM.    Alao  m 
Spuka,  vol.  ir.  p.  21H). 
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These  exploits  of  the  militin  were  noticed  witb 
high  encomiums  by  Wnshiiigloi),  while  at  the 
BHme  lime  he  was  rigid  in  prohihiling  and  punish- 
iiig  the  excesses  into  which  men  iire  npt  to  ma 
when  suddenly  clolhed  with  military  power.  Such 
is  the  spinC  of  n  general  order  issued  nt  this  lime. 
"The  general  prohibits,  in  both  the  militia  nod 
cootiiKtital  troops,  the  infHmous  practice  of  plun- 
dering  the  inhabitants  under  the  ept^doiis  pretense 
of  their  being  tories.  .  .  .  .  It  is  our  busi- 
Dess  to  give  protection  and  support  to  the  poor 
distressed  inhabitants,  not  to  multiply  and  increase 
their  enlamities."  After  the  publication  of  this 
order,  all  excesses  of  this  kind  were  to  be  pun- 
islied  in  the  severest  miiiiner. 

To  counteract  the  proclamalion  of  the  British 
commissioners,  promising  amnesty  to  all  hi  rebel- 
lion who  should,  in  a  given  time,  return  to  their 
allegiance,  Wiishiiiglon  now  issued  a  counter  proc- 
lamation (Jan.  25th),  commanding  every  person 
who  had  sulwcribed  a  declaration  of  fidelity  to 
Great  Britain,  or  taken  an  oatli  of  alleginnce.  to 
repair  within  thirty  days  to  hend^qimrlers,  or  the 
quarters  of  the  nearest  general  officer  of  the  con- 
tineutAl  army  or  of  the  militia,  and  there  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Unite<l  Slates  of  Amer- 
ica, and  give  up  any  protection,  certificate,  or 
passport  he  might  have  received  from  the  enemy ; 
ftt  the  same  time  grtiiiling  full  liberty  to  all  such 
as  preferred  the  interest  and  protection  of  Great 
Britain  to  the  freedom  wid  happiness  of  their 
country,  forthwith  to  withdraw  themselves  and 
iamilies  within  the  enemy's  lines.    All  who  should 
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neglect  or  refuM  to  oomplj  wilh  lliis  oni<'r  wrere 
to  be  coiiiiderwi  adberenta  to  ibe  cibwu.  mnd 
treated  as  common  eovniies. 

This  inewsure  met  wilh  objet^iions  m  the  lime, 
soioe  of  the  timitl  or  OTer-cnulkms  thinking  i(  id- 
expedient;  otliers,  jealous  of  the  exlmonliimrf 
powers  vested  in  Wnshington,  qiie»tioniii<;  whether 
he  had  not  tnui?cended  these  powers  tuiJ  eJiercised 
A  degn«  or  despotism. 

The  siohII  pox,  which  hnd  been  fiitnlly  prara- 
lenl  in  the  preceding  jear,  had  agniu  broken  out, 
and  WitshiDgton  tiered  it  might  sprend  through 
the  whole  nrtny.  He  took  ailvaiiliige  of  the  ill* 
terral  of  comparative  quiet  to  hHve  his  traopj*  in- 
oculaied.  Hmiscs  were  set  epnrt  in  various 
plans  as  hospiials  for  inoculation,  snd  u  cliureh 
was  appropriated  for  the  use  oi'  lliose  who  hnd 
taken  the  muhidy  lu  the  natural  vmy.  Among 
tlieae  the  mva^^a  were  rrightrul,  Tlie  trodilioris 
of  the  pUee  aud  neighborhood  give  lan)Hnlnl)le 
pictures  of  the  difliress  caused  by  this  limtlisome 
disease  iti  the  cnmp  and  in  the  Tillages,  wherever 
it  had  not  bi*n  parried  by  inoculstlou. 

"  Washington,"  we  are  told,  "  was  not  an  un- 
moved spectator  of  the  griefs  nronnd  him,  and 
might  be  seen  iti  Hanover  and  lit  Lowantiea  Val- 
ley, clieeritig  ihe  faith  and  inspiring  iha  courage 
of  his  snttering  men."  '  It  was  this  pnlvrnal  care 
and  sympathy  which  attached  his  iroopa  person- 
ally to  him.  They  attw  llial  he  regurded  them, 
not  wilh  the  eye  of  a  general,  hut  of  it  piilriut, 
whose  heart  yearned  towards  them  as  oounlrymen 
Buffering  in  onu  common  cause. 

Nalu  of  liie  R«v.  Jouph  F.  Tattle,  MS. 
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A  Striking  contmsl  was  oBereil  throughout  the 
winter  and  spring.  lielweeQ  tlie  rival  commaiidtrs, 
Howe  Rl  New  York,  mid  Wasltingioii  ni  Murria- 
lowu.  Howe  wna  a  soldier  by  profession.  War, 
with  him,  was  a  career.  The  cntnp  was,  for  the 
titne,  country  mid  home.  Efiay  aud  indolent  by 
nature,  of  convivinl  and  luxurious  liabita,  and 
somewhat  addicted  to  gaming,  he  found  himself 
in  good  quarters  at  New  York,  and  was  in  no 
hurry  to  leave  them.  The  tories  rallied  around 
liim.  The  British  merchauts  residing  there  re- 
garded him  with  profoQiid  devotion.  His  officers, 
loo,  many  of  them  young  men  of  rank  and  for- 
tune, gave  a  gnyety  and  brilliancy  to  the  place  ; 
and  tiie  wealthy  royalists  forgot  in  a  round  of 
dinners,  lialb,  and  assemblies,  the  hysterical  alarms 
they  had  once  experienced  under  (lie  military 
sway  of  Lee. 

Washington,  on  the  contrary,  was  a  patriot 
soldier,  grave,  eaniest,  thoughtful,  self-sacrificing. 
War,  to  him,  was  a  painful  remedy,  hateful  in  it- 
self, but  adopted  for  a  great  national  good.  To 
the  prosecution  of  it  all  his  pleasures,  his  comforts, 
his  natural  inclinations  and  private  interests  were 
sncri&ced ;  and  his  chosen  officers  were  earnest  and 
anxious  like  himself,  with  their  whole  llioughts 
direoled  to  the  success  of  the  magnanimous  strug- 
gle in  which  they  were  engaged. 

So,  too,  the  armies  were  contrasted.  The 
British  troops,  many  of  them,  perchance,  slightly 
metamorphosed  from  vagabonds  into  soldiers,  all 
mere  men  of  the  sword,  were  well  clad,  well 
boused,  and  surrounded  by  all  the  conveniences 
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of  B  thoTOiiglily  Appointed  arin^  willi  n  "rebel 
oouulrjr  "  to  fornge.  The  American  troops  for  ihe 
most  part  were  mere  yeornanry,  taken  fnim  iheir 
rural  hcimes ;  ill  sliellered,  ill  ditd,  ill  fed,  and  ill 
paid,  with  nothing  to  reconcile  them  to  tlicir  bnrd' 
ships  but  love  for  the  soil  they  were  defending, 
and  the  inspiring  thought  that  it  whs  their  coun- 
try. Washinglon,  wirh  paternal  care,  endeavored 
to  protect  tbem  from  the  depmving  influences  of 
the  camp.  "Let  vice  and  immoraliiy  of  every 
Icind  be  discouraged  as  much  as  possible  in  your 
brigade,"  writes  he  in  a  circular  to  bia  brigadier- 
generals  ;  "  and,  ns  a  chaplain  is  allowed  to  each 
repment,  see  that  ibe  men  regularly  attend  divine 
worship.  Gaming  of  every  kind  is  expressly  for- 
bidden, as  being  the  foundation  uf  evil,  and  (be 
cause  of  many  a  brave  and  gallant  officer's  ruin." 


CHAPTER  II. 

Negotiation*  for  Esuhaoge  of  Pritoaen.  —  Caw  of  Coleoel 
Ethan  Alloa.  —  Of  General  I^.  —  Cc<rre«poiidiince  of  Wash- 
IngloD  irith  Sir  William  Hnwo  ibout  Exchangea  of  Priwa- 
sn.  —  Roferra  appointed.  —  LottenofLeermniNew  York. 
—  Caw  of  Colonel  Campbell.— Wrwliintfloii'i  Advice  to 
Congma  an  the  Snbject  of  Retaliation.  —  Hia  Corrcnpand- 
ence  with  Lord  Hovie  about  the  Traatment  of  Prisoner*.  — 
The  HorrDisorthe  Jeraey  IMaon-alii()  and  the  Siigar-houae. 

CARTEL  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners 
hnd  been  a  aubject  of  iiegolialioii  pre- 
us  U)  the  nffkir  of  Treutoii.  without 
being  a<tjus(e(I.  The  British  comtnaiiiler!)  were 
slow  to  recosmize  the  claims  to  eqiinliij  of  those 
they  considered  rebels ;  Washington  ivati  teiiHcious 
in  holiling  tliera  up  as  patriots  ennobled  by  their 

Among  the  cases  which  cnme  up  for  atleDlion 
was  that  of  Eihnn  Allen,  ilie  brave  but  eccentric 
captor  of  Ti«inilerof;n.  His  dsring  allempis  in 
the  "  path  of  renown"  had  cost  liim  a  world  of 
hardships.  Thrown  into  irons  as  a  felon,  threat- 
ened with  a  lialliT.  carried  to  England  lo  be  tried 
for  treason,  conHned  in  Pendbimia  Castle,  relrans- 
porled  to  Halifax,  and  now  a  prisoner  in  New 
Tork.  "  I  have  suffered  everything  siiortof  death," 
writes  be  to  the  Assembly  of  hia  native  Slate, 
Conneclicut.     He  bad,  however,  recovered  health 
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anil   suppleness  or  limb,  nnii 

swelliog   spirit    aud   Bwellirig    rhetAric     "Is 

fired," 


revenge  both  1117  o 


s  he,  "  with  adequale  iiKlignatioi 


my  couu try's 


rongs. 


lurimeatally  certnin  I  have  fortitude  Bi 
Hcient  (o  &ce  the  invaders  of  America  iti  the  place 
of  danger,  spread  with  nil  ihc  horrors  of  war." 
And  he  concludes  with  one  of  his  magniloquent, 
but  really  sincere  expressions  of  patriotism:  '■  Pro- 
vided you  con  hit  u[>od  soiue  measure  to  procure 
mj  liberty,  I  will  appropriate  my  remainiug  days, 
and  freely  hazard  my  life  in  the  service  of  the 
colony,  and  muintniniiig  llie  American  Empire. 
I  tltoughl  to  have  enrolled  my  name  in  the  list  of 
illiisirioua  American  heroes,  but  was  nipped  in  the 
bod!" 

Honest  Ethan  Allen  !  his  name  will  ever  Bland 
enrolled  on  that  list ;  not  illustrious,  perhaps,  but 
eminently  popular. 

His  appeal  to  bis  native  State  had  produced  an 
appeal  to  Congress,  and  Washington  had  been  in- 
structed, considering  his  long  imprisonment,  to  urge 
his  exchange.  This  had  scarce  been  urged,  when 
tidings  of  the  capture  of  General  Lee  jiresented 
a  case  of  BtiU  greater  importance  to  be  provided 
for.  "  I  ieel  much  for  his  misfortune,"  writes 
Washington,  "and  am  aensible  that  in  his  captivity 
our  country  has  lost  a  warm  friend  and  an  able 
officer."  By  direction  of  Congress,  he  had  sent 
in  a  flag  to  inquire  about  Lee's  treatment,  and  to 
convey  him  a  sum  of  money.  This  was  ju9t  pre- 
vious to  the  second  crossing  of  the  Delaware, 

Lee  was  now  reported  to  be  in  rigorous  confine- 
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^^^H        >(w  «iD7.     Two  feden  wUeb  he  ■hli.iii.l  to 

tbe  CiUo«tiij;  leiier  to  Sir  WBImb  Howe     - 1 
mm  dircetci  bv  Cvasr«ss  to  pnpaoe  an  KTchwige 
oT  fire  <>f  [he  'He»^  field^Aeeta  li^ea  at  Tim- 

parule.   wilhiD  e«naia   bounds,  as  baa  ever  beea 
gnmied  u  ^oor  officers  in  cxir  cu^tud^.     I  an  !•- 
&nnetl.  apoa  good  audioriljr,  lliat  your  reasiD  fcr 

usdmI  is,  llial  jou  ilu  not   look  upou  him   in   lb« 
light  of  a  cooiinon  prisooer  of  war.  but  us  a  de- 
MFter  from  the  British  serriee,  as  his   resignation 
liad  never  been  accepted,  and  that  jou   iuteod  to 
try   him  as  such   by  a  dMirt-martiaL      I  vrill   not 
undertaJcie  to  deienaioe  bo<r  &r  this  doctrine  may 
be  justiliable  among  youiselves,  but  L  most  give 
yoo    waniiog  thai    Mitjor-gooersl  Lee  ie  looked 
l^Mu  aa  an    officer   belonging  to.  and   under  tha 

America,  and  thai  any  liotence  you   may  commit 
opun  his  life  and  liberty,  will  be  severely  retaliated 
npon  the  lives  or  liberties  of  the  British  ofliLtire, 
or  ibose  of  their  foreign  allies  in  our  hands." 

Case  of  ojsnekal  lee. 
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In  tbta  letter  he  likewise  udveried  to  ilie  Irent- 
ment  of  American  prisooers  in  New  York  ;  severii) 
who  had  recently  been  relensed,  huviiig  given  the 
most  shocking  account  of  ilie  barbarilies  they  had 
experieoceil,  "  which  their  miserable,  emacinled 
countennnces  coufirtned."  —  "I  would  beg,"  udded 
he,  "thai  some  certniii  rule  of  coiitluct  towards 
prisoners  may  be  «e[lted;  and,  if  yon  nre  deter' 
miued  to  make  captivity  aa  diatressjng  lis  possible, 
let  me  know  ii,  that  we  may  be  upon  eqiial  terma, 
for  your  conduct  shall  regulate  mine  " 

Sir  William,  lu  reply,  proposed  to  send  an  of- 
ficer of  rank  to  Washington,  to  confer  upoo  a 
mode  of  e;tch»iige  nod  stibsistcnce  of  prisoners. 
"  This  expedient,"  observes  he.  '■  appearing  to  me 
eflectual  for  settling  all  differences,  will,  I  hope, 
be  the  means  of  preventing  a  repetition  of  the 
improper  terms  in  which  your  letter  is  expresseil 
and  founded  on  the  grossest  misrepresenlntiorie. 
I  shall  not  make  any  further  comment  upon  it, 
than  to  assure  you,  that  your  threats  of  retnliating 
npon  the  innocent  such  punishment  as  may  be  de- 
creed in  the  drcumstances  of  Mr.  Lee  by  the 
laws  of  his  country,  will  not  divert  me  from  my 
duty  in  any  respect ;  at  the  same  time,  you  may 
rest  saliaHed  that  the  proceedings  against  him  will 
not  be  precipiiaied ;  and  I  trust  that,  in  this,  or  iji 
tuiy  other  event  in  the  course  of  my  commanJ, 
yon  will  not  have  jnsi  cause  to  accuse  me  ol'  in- 
humanity, prejudice,  or  pa.-ision." 

Sir  William,  in  trulli,  wiia  greatly  perplexed 
with  respect  to  Lee,  and  had  written  to  England 
to  Lord  George  Gerraaiae  for  insiruclions  in  tlie 


16 


IIFS  OF   WASHINGTOX. 


case.  "  General  Lee,"  writes  lie,  "  beiog  god- 
sidered  in  ihc  light  of  a  deserler,  h  kept  a  close 
prisoner  ;  but  I  do  not  briug  him  to  trial,  as  a 
doubt  hns  arisen,  whether,  by  a  public  resignation 
of  hia  hair-pnjr  prior  [o  his  entry  into  the  rebel 
army,  he  was  amenable  (o  the  niilitHry  law  as  a 
deserler." 

The  proposal  of  Sir  William,  that  all  di^^pnled 
points  relative  to  tlie  eschange  and  eubaistence 
of  prisaiiers  should  be  adjusted  hy  referees,  led 
to  the  appoiutineiit  of  two  olBcers  for  the  purpose ; 
Colonel  Walcott  by  General  Howe,  and  Colonel 
Harrison,  "  the  old  secrelary,"  by  Wiishingtou. 
In  the  contemplated  exchanges  was  that  of  one 
of  the  Hessian  field-officers  for  Colonel  Ethan 
Allen. 

The  haugliiy  spirit  of  Lee  had  experienced  a 
severe  buniiliation  in  the  late  catastrophe;  liis 
pungent  and  ciiustic  humor  is  at  an  end.  In  a 
letter  addressed  shortly  afterwiinls  to  WashiDglon, 
and  inclosing  one  to  Congnus  which  Lord  and 
General  Howe  bad  permitted  liim  lo  send,  he 
writes,  *'  as  the  contents  are  of  the  la«t  importance 
U)  me,  and  perjiaps  not  less  so  to  the  community, 
I  most  earneslly  entreat,  my  dear  general,  (bat 
you  will  dispatch  it  immediately,  and  order  the 
Congress  to  be  as  enpeditious  as  possible," 

The  letter  contained  a  request  that  two  or  three 
gentlemen  miglit  be  sent  immediately  to  New 
York,  to  whom  be  would  communicate  what  he 
conceived  to  be  of  Ibe  greatest  importance.  "  If 
my  own  interests  were  alone  at  stake,"  writes  he, 
"  I  flatter  myself  that  the    Congress    would  not 
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hesilate  «  single  iDSlant  in  Rcquicscin;;  in  my  re- 
quest ;  but  tliis  is  far  from  the  ciwe  ;  thu  iutereals 

of  ihe  public  are  equally  concerned Lord 

and  Geoeral  Howe  will  grant  a  Bare  conduct  to 
the  gentlemen  deputed." 

The  tetter  havtiig  been  read  in  Coogress,  Wash- 
ington was  directed  to  inform  Geueml  Lee  that 
they  were  pursuing  and  would  continue  to  pui-sue 
every  means  in  tJieir  power  to  provide  for  hia 
personal  safety,  and  to  obtain  his  liberty  ;  but  that 
they  considered  it  improper  to  send  any  of  their 
budy  lo  communicate  with  him,  and  could  not  per- 
ceive how  it  would  tend  to  hia  advantage  or  the 
interest  of  the   public. 

Lee  repealed  his  request,  but  with  no  better 
success.  He  felt  this  refusal  deeply  ;  ns  a  brief, 
sad  note  to  Washington  indicates. 


"It  IS  a  most  unfortunate  circumstance  for  my- 
aeir,  and  I  Ihink  not  less  ao  for  the  public,  that 
Congress  have  not  thought  proper  lo  comply  with 
my  request.  It  could  not  possibly  have  been  at- 
tended with  any  ill  consequences,  and  n]ip[hc  wilh 
good  ones.  At  least  it  was  an  indulgence  whidi 
I  thought  my  situation  entitled  me  to.  But  1  am 
unfortunate  in  everything,  and  this  stroke  is  the 
severest  I  have  yet  experienced.  God  send  you 
a  different  fate.     Adieu,  my  dear  geciurai. 

"  Yours  most  truly  and  affectionately, 

"  Charles  Lee." 

How  different  from  the  humorous,  satirical,  self- 
confident  tone  of  his  former  letters.     Tet  Lee's 
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actual  treatment  iras  not  so  harsli  as  bad  been 
represented.  He  wtis  in  close  conliiieinent,  it  m 
true  ;  but  three  roomB  bntl  been  tilled  up  for  liia 
reception  in  the  Old  City  Hall  of  New  York, 
hhviiig  netfaiiig  of  the  look  of  a  prison  excepting 
that  lliej  were  secured  by  bolts  and  burs. 

Congresa,  in  the  mean  lime,  hail  I'esoriecl  to 
their  tlireatened  raeaaure  of  retaliation.  On  ibe 
20th  of  Februiiry,  they  had  resolved  (hat  (he 
Board  of  War  be  directed  immediutely  to  order 
the  Ave  Ilessiau  field-oilicera  and  Lieu  tenant- col- 
onel CAinpbell  into  safe  and  cloee  custody,  "  it  be- 
ing the  unallenible  resolution  of  Congress  to  re- 
taliate on  tbem  the  same  punishmeiil  as  may  be 
inflicted  on  the  person  of  General  Lee." 

The  Colonel  Campbell  here  mentioned  had 
comtnnnded  one  of  General  Frager'ii  baltidions  of 
Hig blunders,  and  had  been  captured  on  board  of 
a  transport  in  Nantaskel  road,  in  the  preceding 
summer.  He  was  a  member  of  PHrliament,  acid 
a  gentleman  of  fortune.  Belnliation  was  carried 
to  esceM  in  regard  to  him,  for  he  whs  thrown  into 
the  common  jiiil  at  Concor<l  in  Massachusetts. 

From  his  prison  he  made  au  appeal  to  Wash- 
ington, which  at  once  touched  his  quick  sense  of 
juitice.  Me  immediately  wrote  to  the  nouncil  of 
Massachusetts  Bay,  quoting  the  wonis  of  the  res- 
olution of  Congress.  ^  By  this  you  will  observe," 
adds  he,  "  that  exactly  Oie  same  Irtaliiieat  is  to  be 
shown  to  Colonel  Campbell  and  the  Hessian  of- 
^cers,  that  Gleiieral  Howe  shows  to  General  Lee, 
and  as  he  is  only  confined  to  a  commodious  bouse 
with  genteel  ikccomodationa,  we  have  no  riglit  or 
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reason  to  be  more  severe  on  Coloiie!  Campbell, 
who  I  would  wish  should  upon  the  receipt  o~ 


be  removed  from  his  present  si 


e  corafortabiy." 
In  a  letl«r  [o  the  President  of  Congrese  ou 
the  fotloniiig  day,  he  gives  his  moderating  coun- 
sels on  the  wbole  subject  of  retaliation.  "  Tliough 
I  sincerely  commiserat*,"  writes  he,  "the  misfor- 
tunes of  General  Lee,  und  feel  much  for  his  pres- 
ent unhappy  situatioti,  yet  with  nil  possible  defer- 
ence to  the  opinion  of  Congress,  I  leaf  that  these 
resolutions  wilt  not  have  the  desired  effect,  are 
founded  on  impolicy,  and  will,  if  adhered  to,  pro- 
duce  consequences  of  an  extensive  and  melan- 

"  The  balance  of  prisoners  is  greatly  against 
us,  and  a  general  regard  to  the  happiness  of  the 
whole  should  mark  our  conduct.  Citn  we  imag- 
ine that  our  enemies  will  not  mete  tlie  same  pun- 
ishments, the  same  indignities,  the  same  cruelties, 
to  those  belonging  to  us,  in  their  possession,  that 
we  impose  on  theirs  in  our  power 't  Why  should 
we  suppose  them  to  possess  more  liumauity  than 
we  have  ourselves?  Or  why  should  an  ineffec- 
tual attempt  to  relieve  the  distresses  of  one  brave, 
unfortunate  man,  involve  many  more  in  the  same 
calamities  ?  .  .  .  .  Suppose,"  continues 
he,  "the  treatment  prescribed  for  the  Hessians 
should  lie  pursued,  will  it  not  establish  wliat  the 
enemy  have  been  aiming  to  effect  by  every  arti- 
fice and  the  grossest  misrepresentations,  I  mean 
au  opinion  of  our  enmity  towanls  them,  and  of 
the  cruel  treatment  they  experience,  when  tliey 


20 


LIFE  OF   WASBINGTON. 


fall  into  our  hanrls,  a  prejudice  wbicli  we  on  onr 
part  ha\'e  heretofore  thought  it  politic  to  suppress, 
and  to  root  out  by  every  act  of  lenity  anil  of 
kindness  ?  " 

"  Many  more  objections,"  added  he,  "  might  be 
subjoined,  were  ihoy  raalerial.  I  Bball  only  ob- 
serve, that  the  present  state  of  the  army,  if  it 
deserves  that  name,  will  not  authori/.e  the  lan- 
guage of  retaliation,  or  the  style  of  menace. 
This  will  be  conceded  by  all  who  know  ihat  the 
wh'iie  of  our  force  is  weak  and  trifling,  and  com- 
posed of  militia  (very  few  regular  troops  es- 
ceptetl)  wliose  service  is  on  the  eve  of  eipir- 
irig." 

In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Robert  Morris  also,  he 
writes :  "  I  wish,  with  all  my  heart,  that  Con- 
gress had  gratitied  General  Lee  in  hi.i  request. 
If  not  too  late  I  wish  they  would  do  it  still.  I 
can  see  no  possible  evil  that  can  result  from  it ; 
some  good,  I  think,  might  The  reijiicst  to  see 
a  gentleman  or  two  came  from  the  general,  not 
from  the  commissioners ;  there  could  have  been 
no  harm,  therefore,  in  hearing  what  Ae  had  to 
say  on  any  subject,  especially  as  he  had  declared 
that  his  own  personal  interest  whs  deeply  con- 
cerned. The  resolve  to  put  in  clo»e  confinement 
Lieutenant-colonel  Campbell  and  the  Hensian 
fleld-ollicers,  in  order  to  retaliate  upon  them  Gen- 
eral Lee's  punishment,  is  n  uv  o[  on  inju- 
rious in  every  point  of  view  and  must  !  av  been 
entered  into  without  due  attent  on  to  t)  o  con- 
seqaences If  the  resolve  of  Con- 
gress respecting  General  Lee  atnkes  you  m  ths 
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Boine  point  of  view  it  has  done  me,  I  could  nish 
jou  would  signifj  bb  much  to  that  body,  as  I 
really  Uiink  it  fraught  with  every  evil." 

WushiiigloB  was  DOt  always  successfid  io  in- 
stilling his  wise  moderaliuu  into  public  couu- 
dls.  Congress  adhered  to  their  vindictive  pol- 
icy, merely  directing  that  no  oiher  hardships 
should  be  inflicted  on  the  captive  oflicerB,  than 
such  ootifiuement  as  was  necessary  to  carry  their 
resolve  into  eflecL  As  to  their  refusal  to  grant 
the  request  of  Lee,  Robert  Morris  suruiised  they 
were  fearful  of  the  injurious  effect  that  might  be 
produced  in  the  court  of  Fmnce,  should  it  be 
reported  that  members  of  Congress  visited  Gen- 
eral Lee,  by  perraission  of  the  Hritish  commis- 
sioiiers.  There  were  other  circumstances  beside 
the  treatment  of  General  Lee,  to  produce  this 
indiguaot  sensibility  on  the  part  of  Congress, 
Accaunte  were  rife  at  this  juncture,  of  the  cruel- 
ties and  indignities  almost  invariably  experienced 
by  American  prisoners  at  New  York ;  and  aa 
active  correspondence  on  the  subject  was  going 
on  between  Washington  and  the  British  com- 
manders, at  the  same  time  with  that  regarding 
General  Lee. 

The  captive  Americans  who  had  been  in  the 
naval  service  were  said  lo  be  confineil,  officers 
and  men,  iu  prison-ships,  which  from  their  loath- 
some condition,  and  the  horrors  and  sufferings  of 
all  kinds  experienced  on  board  of  them,  had  ac- 
qnired  the  appellation  of  Jtoating  hells.  Those 
who  hud  been  in  the  land  service,  were  crowded 
into  jails  and  dungeons  like  the  Tilest  malefac- 
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Ion ;  ui<l  were  represented  as  piiiing  in  cold,  in 
filth,  in  huDger  and  nakedness. 

"  Our  poor  devoted  Boldiera,"  writes  an  eye- 
intness,  "  were  scantily  supplied  with  provisions 
of  bad  quality,  wretchedly  clothed,  and  destitnte 
of  sufGdent  fuel,  if  indeed  Ihey  hail  any.  Dis- 
ease was  the  inevitable  consequence,  and  their 
prisons  soon  became  lioapitols.  A  fetal  malady 
was  generaied,  and  the  mortality,  to  every  heart 
Dot  steeled  by  the  spirit  of  party,  was  truly  de- 
plorable." '  According  to  popular  account,  the 
prisoners  confined  on  sliipboard,  and  on  shore, 
were  perishing  by  hundreds. 

A  statement  made  by  Captain  Gamble,  re- 
cently confined  on  boaid  of  a  prison-ship,  had 
especially  roused  the  ire  of  Congress,  and  by 
their  directions  had  prodnceil  a  letter  from  Wash- 
iofrlon  to  Lord  Howe.  "  I  ara  sorry,"  writes  he, 
"  that  I  nm  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of 
troubling  yonr  lordship  with  a  letter,  almost 
wholly  OD  tlio  subject  of  the  cruel  treatment 
whidi  our  officers  and  men  in  the  naval  depart 
ment,  who  are  unhappy  enough  to  fall  into  your 
hands,  receive  on  board  the  prison-shijis  in  the 
harbor  of  New  York."  After  specifying  the  ease 
of  Captain  Gamble,  and  adding  a  few  particulars, 
he  proceeds :  "  From  the  opinion  I  have  ever 
been  taught  to  entertain  of  your  lordship's  hu- 
manity, I  will  not  suppose  that  you  are  privy  to 
proceedings  of  so  cruel  and  unjustifiable  a  na- 
ture; and  1  hope,  that,  npou  making  the  proper 
inquiry,  you  will  have  ilie  matter  so  regulated, 

I  Graydon'l  Mtmdn,  p.  333. 
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duit  the  uiiliappy  persons  whose  lot  is  cflplmty, 
may  not  in  future  liitve  the  miseries  of  cold,  (lis- 
ease,  and  fiimine,  milled  to  their  other  misfor- 
tunes. You  may  call  ub  rebels,  and  eny  that 
we  deserve  iio  better  treatment ;  but  remember, 
my  lord,  that.  sii|i|Hising  us  rebels,  we  etill  have 
feelings  as  keen  and  sensilile  as  loyalists,  and  will, 
if,  forced  to  it,  most  assuredly  retaliate  upon  ttiose 
upon  whom  we  look  as  the  unjust  invaders  of 
our  rights,  liberties,  niid  properties.  I  should 
not  have  saiil  tlms  nmt'h,  but  my  icijured  coun- 
trymen have  long  called  upon  me  to  endeavor 
to  obtain  a  redress  of  their  grievances,  and  I 
should  think  myself  as  culpable  as  those  who 
inflict  such  severities  upon  them,  wore  I  to  con- 
tinne  silent,"  etc 

Lord  Howe,  in  reply  (January  17),  expressed 
himself  surprised  at  the  matter  and  language  of 
Washington's  letter,  "so  different  from  the  lib- 
eral vein  of  sentiment  he  had  been  huhitnated 
to  expect  on  every  occasion  of  personal  inter- 
ODurae  or  oirresfwiidence  with  him."  He  was 
Boritrised.  loo,  that  "  the  idle  and  unnatiiml  re- 
port "  of  Captain  Gamble,  respecting  the  dead 
and  dying,  and  the  neglect  of  precautions  against 
infection,  should  meet  with  any  credit  Atten- 
lion  to  preserve  the  lives  of  these  men,"  writes 
he,  "  whom  we  esteem  the  misled  subjects  of  the 
Icing,  is  a  duty  as  binding  on  us.  where  we  are 
able  from  circumstances  to  execute  it  with  elfect, 
as  any  you  can  plead  for  the  interest  you  profess 
m  their  welfare." 

Ho  denied  that  prisoners  were  ill  treated  in  his 
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particular  department  (the  uaval).  Tbey  had 
beeii  allowed  the  general  liberty  of  the  prisoD-ship, 
uutil  a  successful  aiWjmpt  of  some  lo  escape,  hud 
rendered  it  iiecesaary  to  restrain  the  rest  withia 
Buch  limits  as  left  the  comnuuiding  parts  of  the 
ship  in  posseaeion  of  the  guard.  They  had  the 
same  provisions  in  quality  and  quantity  that  were 
fuiiiislied  to  the  seameu  of  his  own  ship.  The 
want  of  cleanliuess  was  the  result  of  their  owu 
indolence  and  neglect.  In  regard  ro  health, 
they  had  the  constant  attendance  of  an  American 
Burgeou,  a  feilow-prisouer  ;  who  was  furnished 
with  medicines  from  tiie  king's  stores;  and  tbo 
visits  of  the  physician  of  the  lleeL 

"  As  1  abhor  every  imputation  of  wanton  cru- 
elty m  multiplying  the  miseries  of  the  wretched," 
observes  hia  lordship,  "  or  Of  treaUng  tliem  with 
DeedlesB  severity,  I  have  taken  the  trouble  to 
state  these  several  &cts." 

In  regard  to  the  hint  at  retaliation,  lie  leaves 
it  to  Washington  to  act  therein  a-t  he  should 
think  fit ;  but  adds  lie  grandly,  "  the  innocent 
at  my  disposiiJ  will  not  have  any  severities  to 
apprehend  from  me  on  that  account." 

We  have  quoted  this  correspondence  the  more 
freely,  because  it  is  on  a  subject  deeply  worn 
into  the  American  miud  ;  and  about  which  we 
have  heard  loo  many  particiilurs,  from  childhood 
upwards,  from  persons  of  unquestionable  veracity, 
who  BuHered  in  the  cause,  to  permit  us  to  doubt 
about  the  fact.  The  Jertey  Priton-ship  is  pro- 
verbial in  our  revolutionary  history ;  and  the 
bones  of  the  unfortunate  patriots    who  perished 
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on  boArd,  Torm  a  monument  on  the  Long  IbU 
■nd  shore.  The  horrors  of  the  Sugar-house 
cooveried  inlo  a  prison,  nre  tiwiitionHl  in  Nbw 
York ;  aiid  the  brntnl  tyranny  of  Curiningbam, 
the  provost  Dinr^hul,  orar  tutn  of  worth  con- 
fiiiet]  in  the  common  jiill,  for  tlie  sin  of  patriot- 
ism, has  been  hanUed  down  from  generation  to 
genentttoii. 

That  Lord  Howe  and  Sir  William  were  ig- 
norant of  tlie  extent  of  tliese  ntrocities  we 
reully  believe,  hut  it  was  ibeir  duty  to  be  well 
informed.  War  is,  at  best,  »  cruel  triide,  thiit  ha- 
tiitnat^s  thofle  who  follow  it  lo  reirard  ihe  Euffer- 
iuga  of  others  with  indifference.  There  is  not  a 
doubt,  too,  thai  a  fetJiug  of  contumely  de- 
prived the  patriot  prisoners  of  all  Bympntby 
in  the  early  singes  of  tJie  Revolution.  Tiiey 
were  regarded  as  criminals  rather  Ilian  rajitivcs. 
The  gtignia  of  reMs  seemed  lo  tnke  fixim 
them  all  the  indulgences,  scanty  and  miserable 
as  they  are.  usually  granted  to  prisoners  of 
war.  The  British  officers  looked  down  with 
haughty  contempt  upon  the  American  officers,  who 
had  fallen  into  their  hands.  The  British  soldiery 
treated  them  with  insolent  scurrility.  It  seemed 
as  if  tlie  very  ties  of  consanguinity  rendered  their 
hostility  more  intoleraut,  for  it  was  observed  tliat 
American  prisoners  were  belter  treale<l  by  the 
Hessians  than  by  the  British.  It  was  not  until 
our  countrymen  bad  mailu  tliemselves  formid' 
nble  by  tlieir  successeB  that  they  were  treated, 
when  prisoners,  with  common  decency  and  hu- 
tnauiiy. 
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TW  fSniIties  ariBng  oot  of  the  com  of 
Genenl  Le«  tntermpeed  tbe  opentions  with  re- 
gn<i  to  the  exduDge  of  priwiMra :  and  gaUan 
■MB,  OB  both  sidea,  ■■BeiBd  proloaged  detmtioa 
ja  cDDaeqiwiice ;  and  nna^  tbe  nombn'  lbs 
%n*e,  but  ill-atuTed  Ethu  ADeo. 

Lee,  in  th«  meu  tine,  ivwuoed  in  coafine- 
ment,  until  directioDs  with  regitrd  to  him  *hoaU 
be  reeeivol  from  gDrcmment.  EvcoLa,  bow- 
erer,  har]  (limiaUbed  his  importaiice  iu  tbe  eje* 
of  the  enemy ;  he  was  no  longer  considitred  the 
AmeriraD  pallniiimn.  "Aa  the  capture  of  tbe 
Hessians  and  ihe  nuutea'ven  against  the  British 
look  pince  after  the  surprise  of  GenenJ  Lee," 
observea  a  London  writer  of  ihe  day, "  we  find 
that  he  is  not  the  oolj  elBdent  officer  in  tbe 
Ameriuan   eervice."  • 

1  Am.  AnMta,  Hh  Serin,  iii.  lil^ 
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KHE  early  pHrt  of  the  yenr  brought  the 
lual  tunbnrTaBHinuiit!)  CHuseil  by  short 
istinenis.  The  brief  terms  of  ser- 
vice fur  which  the  coniinentiil  soldiery  liad  eii- 
listeit,  a  few  mooihs  perhapa,  nt  most  a  year, 
were  expiring ;  and  the  men,  gliul  to  Im  re- 
leased  from  caraji  duty,  were  huDleiiing  U>  their 
rustic  hoiiiea.  Militia  had  to  be  the  depen- 
dence uutil  a  new  army  could  be  i'aifie<)  aud 
organized ;  and  Wasbingion  called  on  the  Coun- 
ci]  of  Safety  of  PeuiiEylvauia,  Rpueclily  to  fur- 
nish temporary  reinforcements  of  the  kirid. 

All  his  otBcers  that  could  be  spared  were 
ordered  away,  some  to  recruit,  some  lo  collect 
the  scattered  men  of  the  ditfereiit  regiment", 
who  were  disperseil,  he  said,  almost  over  the 
continent  General  Knox  was  sent  ntf  lo  Mua- 
SBchosetta  to  expedite  the  raising  of  a  battalion 
of    artillery.     Dilferent    States    were    urged    to 


28  LIFE  OF   WASHINGTON. 

Xevj  and  equip  llieir  quotas  for  the  coiitinentol 
army,  "  Notliing  but  the  united  effort*  of  every 
State  in  America,"  writes  he,  ''  can  save  us  from 
disgracu,  and  probably  from  ruin." 

Rbude  Island  is  reproached  n-llh  raising  troopa 
for  hoTiie  Bervice  before  furnishing  ils  supply  lo 
liie  gEinern]  army.  "  If  each  state,"  writes  he, 
"  weie  lo  prepsre  for  its  own  defense  independent 
of  each  otiier,  they  would  all  lie  conquered,  ooe 
by  one.  Our  swxtu  miut  depend  on  a  jirm  union 
and  (I  glriet  adlierenee  lo  the  general  plan."  ^ 

He  deplores  Ihe  fluotualing  ntate  of  the  array 
while  depending  on  militia ;  full  one  day,  almoat 
disbanded  the  next.  "  I  am  much  afraid  that  the 
enemy,  one  day  or  oiher,  taking  advantage  of  one 
of  these  temporary  weaknesses,  will  rniike  them- 
selves  masters  of  our  magaziiies  of  stores,  arms, 
and  artillery." 

The  militia,  too,  on  being  dismis^icd,  were  gen- 
erally suffered  by  their  officers  to  cany  home  with 
them  the  arms  with  which  they  had  been  fur- 
ubhed,  BO  that  the  armory  was  in  a  manner  scat- 
tered over  all  the  world,  and  forever  lost  lo  the 
public 

Then  an  earnest  word  is  spoken  by  him  in  be- 
half of  Ibe  yeomanry,  whose  welfare  always  lay 
near  his  heart.  "  You  mnst  be  fully  sensible," 
writes  he,  "of  llie  hardships  imposed  upon  iudi- 
Tidnals.  and  bow  detrimental  it  must  be  to  the 
public  lo  Imve  farmers  and  tradescnen  frequently 
called  out  of  the  field,  as  mililia  men,  whereby  a 
total  slop  is  put  to  arts  and  agriculture,  without 
which  we  cantiot  long  subsist." 

1  I.«tter  lo  Gorrrtiar  Cooke.    Spuks,  ir.  390. 


DANGERS  Iff  SORTHERN  DEPARTilENT.     29 

While  ihiia  niLsiously  exerting  liimself  to 
etrenglhen  his  own  precarious  Ktmy.  the  seciirity 
of  ihe  Northern  depiirtment  was  urgeil  upon  his 
altention.  Schuyler  represenled  it  as  in  need  of 
reinfbrcemeiiis  find  aiippUea  of  all  kinds.  He  np- 
prehended  tlint  Ctii'leton  might  mtike  hd  eltncb 
upon  Ticnndero^.  ns  soon  ns  he  eould  cross  Lahe 
Chftmplain  on  Ihe  ice ;  thsl  imporlani  fortress  waa 
under  the  command  of  a  brave  otht'er.  Colonel 
Anthony  Weyne,  but  its  garrison  htid  dwindled 
down  lo  sis  or  seven  hundred  men,  diielty  New 
Englaud  militia.  In  the  pre!«nt  destitute  situa- 
tiuD  of  his  depariment  as  to  troops,  Schuyler 
feared  that  Carlelon  might  not  only  succeed  in  nn 
attempt  on  Ticonderogn,  but  might  push  his  way 
lo  Albany- 
He  had  written  in  vain,  he  said,  to  the  Con- 
vention of  Now  York,  and  lo  the  Eastern  Stales, 
for  reinforcements,  and  he  entreated  Washingioii 
to  aid  him  with  his  influence.  He  wished  to  have 
his  army  composed  of  Iroopa  from  aa  ninny  dif- 
ferent States  aa  possible ;  the  Southern  people  haV' 
ing  a  greater  spirit  of  discipline  and  subordination, 
might,  he  thought,  introduce  it  among  the  Eastern 
people. 

He  wished  also  for  the  assistance  of  a  general 
officer  or  two  in  his  departmenL  "  I  am  alone," 
writes  be,  "  distracted  with  a  variety  of  cares,  and 
DO  one  to  take  part  of  the  burden." ' 

Although  Washington  considered  a  winter  at- 
tack of  the  kind  specified  by  Schuyler  loo  difflcult 
■nd  dangerous  to  be  very  probable,  he  urged  reiu- 
1  Sctiaylor'a  Letter  Dook,  MS. 


Mwl  ^mMttptm  OTtfapcJ  GMcnl  Hadt.  arfco  «« 
In  MuMW^uaefU,  to  fcfmnl  ifccn  lo  TicMadcnp 
M  fan  iH>  th^  cubU  be  nuMd.* 

NiX  wltlpMMding  all  WMbington**  cxertiaiis  ia 

twItMir  fif  llw  nrmy  onder  his  inmediBle  omnmand, 
U  nmitliiiMHl  lu  1m>  daptorably  in  warn  of  reiofuroe' 
HHinti,  (iihI  II  wm  iictwMflry  lo  mRintaio  the  ul- 
tiKMl  vlailonra  lA  nil  liii  [Hula  to  preveul  his  camp 
D'iMil  1hi1«k  RiirpriiiMl.  TIjb  ctpemlions  of  the  en- 
Dfiiy  iiilulit  liD  Juliiyoil  liy  the  Lad  condition  of 
lliii  iiHuU,  iitiil  llie  wiiiit  of  horses  in  move  their 
Hrllllur]',  Iml  lio  anticipntuil  iin  alLick  as  soon  an 
llip  Ttm\*  wiirn  pnMalilu,  mii)  n{ipreliendcd  n  dis- 
n«>triiiia  nwiilt  iiiiIum  ijiQiHlilj  reinforced, 

"  Thu  anuniy,"  writo*  hv,  "  must  he  ignorani 
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of  our  numbers  bdiI  siluafion,  or  ilicy  would 
never  HuSer  us  to  remaiu  unmolested,  and  I  el- 
mosL  tax  myst^lf  wilh  imprudence  in  committing 
tbe  Eict  lo  jiiiper,  lent  this  leiter  eliould  full  into 
other  linnds  thHii  ihow  for  wiiich  it  is  iiitended." 
And  ngitin :  "  It  is  not  id  mj  power  to  make 
Coiigresa  fully  sensible  of  the  real  sitimlioii  of 
our  H9airs,an(I  lliat  it  is  with  difficulty  I  cnn  keep 
ihe  life  Riid  aoni  of  the  nrmy  togetliyr.  In  ft  word, 
they  are  al  a  distance  i  they  think  it  is  but  to  say 
preilo,  begone,  and  everything  is  done  ;  they  seem 
not  to  hftYe  any  conception  of  the  difficulty  and 
perplexity  of  those  who  have  to  execute." 

The  desigus  of  the  enemy  being  mere  matter 
of  coujeciure,  mcnsures  varied  ncconliiigly.  As 
the  sesson  sdvnnced,  Washington  wiis  led  to  be- 
lieve that  FhiUdelphia  would  be  (heir  first  object 
at  the  o[>eniiig  of  the  campaign,  and  that  they 
would  bring  round  all  ihoii'  troops  from  Canada 
by  water  to  aid  in  the  enterprise-  Under  this 
persuasion  he  wrote  to  General  Heath,  ordering 
him  to  send  eight  of  the  Masaaehuselts  batlalions 
to  PeekskiU  instead  of  Ticouderoga,  and  he  ex- 
plained his  reasons  for  so  doing  in  a  letter  lo 
Schuyler.  "At  PeekskiU,"  he  observed,  "they 
would  be  well  placed  lo  give  support  lo  any  of 
the  Kasiern  or  Middle  States  ;  or  lo  oppose  the 
enemy,  should  they  design  to  penetrate  ihe  conn- 
try  np  the  Hudson  ;  or  to  cover  New  England, 
should  (hey  invade  it.  Should  they  move  west- 
ward, the  Eastern  and  Southern  troops  could 
easily  form  n  junction,  and  this,  besides,  would 
oblige  the  cnerny  to  leave  a  much  stronger  garri- 
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Bon  at  New  York,  Even  sliould  the  enemy  pur- 
sue their  Drat  plnn  of  nn  ttivasioii  from  Canitda, 
the  troops  »L  Peekskill  would  not  be  badly  plnced 
to  reinforce  Ticonderoga,  and  cover  ihe  coiiiiiry 
around  Albany."  "  I  am  very  sure,"  concludes 
he,  "  the  operHiiona  of  this  army  will  in  a  great 
tlegree  govern  tlie  [notions  of  ihat  in  Canadn.  If 
tht't  it  held  at  bay,  curbed  and  cotifined,  tfie  NortJi- 
em  army  will  not  dare  attempt  to  penetrate."  The 
last  sentence  will  be  found  to  contain  the  policy 
which  governed  WuHliington's  personal  movemeDls 
(hmughout  tile  campaign. 

On  tlie  18ih  of  March  he  dispatched  General 
Greene  lo  Philadelplirn,  to  lay  before  Congress 
such  matlcrB  as  he  could  not  venture  to  comrnu- 
niraie  by  letter.  "  He  is  an  able  and  good  officer," 
writes  he,  "  who  has  my  entire  conlidence,  and  is 
intimately  acquainted  with  my  ideas." 

Greene  had  scarce  departed  when  Ihe  enemy 
began  to  give  Kigns  of  life.  The  delay  in  Ilie  ar- 
rival of  artillery,  more  than  his  nalni'al  indolence, 
had  kept  General  Howe  from  formally  taking  the 
Held  ;  he  now  made  pi-eparaliona  for  ilie  next  cam- 
paign by  detaching  troops  to  destroy  the  Amer- 
ican deposits  of  military  stores.  One  of  the  cliief 
of  these  was  at  FeekskiU,  the  very  place  where 
Washington  hiid  directed  Iluaili  lo  send  troops 
from  Massachusetts ;  and  which  he  thought  of 
making  a  central  point  of  assemblage.  Howe 
terms  it  "  the  port  of  that  rough  and  mountainous 
imct  called  Ihe  Manor  of  CkiurllaadL"  Brigadier- 
general  McDougnll  had  the  command  of  it  iii  the 
absence  of  General  Heath,  but  his  force  did  not 
exceed  two  hundred  and  lifly  men. 
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As  soon  oA  the  HudsoTi  wns  clear  nr  ico,  a 
squHilrcin  of  veeseis  of  war  nnd  transports,  witb 
five  liundi-ed  troops  under  Colonel  Bird,  ascended 
the  river.  McDuagall  hnil  intolligence  of  the  in- 
tended  Attack,  and  while  llie  ships  were  making 
ibeir  way  across  the  Tappan  Sea  and  Haverstraw 
Bay,  exerted  himRelf  to  remove  as  much  as  possible 
of  the  provisioiiB  and  stores  to  Forts  Alonigomery 
uid  Coustitution  iu  the  Highliiods,  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  23<1,  llie  whole  squadron  came  to  an- 
chor in  Peekskill  Bay;  and  five  hnndred  meu 
landed  in  Lent's  Cove,  on  the  souih  side  of  the 
bay,  whence  they  pushed  forward  with  four  light 
Sttld-piccea  drawn  by  sailors.  Ou  their  approRcli, 
McDougalt  set  fire  to  the  barracks  HJid  principal 
storehouses  <"id  retreated  about  two  miles  to  a 
strong  post,  commanding  the  enlratice  to  the 
Highlands,  and  tbe  rond  to  Continenial  Village, 
the  place  of  the  deposits.  It  was  the  post  which 
had  been  noted  by  Washington  in  tbe  preceding 
year,  where  a  small  force  could  make  a  stand,  and 
hurl  down  masses  of  rock  Dii  their  nssiiikiilg. 
Hence  McDougal)  sent  an  express  to  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Marinus  Willet,  who  had  charge  of  Fort 
Constitution,  to  baslen  to  bis  aB,"istunce. 

The  British,  finding  the  wharf  in  flames  where 
they  had  inrended  to  embark  their  spoils,  com- 
pleted tbe  conflagration,  beside  destroying  several 
BinuU  crall  ladeu  with  provisions.  They  kept 
possession  of  tbe  place  until  the  following  day, 
when  B  scouting  party,  which  had  advanced 
toWHi^  the  entrance  of  the  Highltinds,  was  en- 
countered by  Colonel  Mariuua  Willet  witb  a  de- 
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Utchment  from  Fort  Congtitution,  and  driven  back 
to  the  mnin  body  ufier  a  sharp  skirmisb,  in  wiiich 
Qine  of  the  marauders  were  killed.  Four  more 
were  slain  on  the  baoka  of  Cauopas  Creek  as 
ihey  were  setting  lire  to  some  boata.  The  enemy 
were  diBappoiuted  in  the  hope  of  carrying  off  a 
great  deal  of  booty,  and  finding  the  country 
around  was  getting  under  arms,  ibey  contented 
ihemsetves  with  the  mischief  they  had  done,  and 
reembarked  in  the  evening  by  moonlight,  when 
the  whole  squadron  swept  down  the   Hudson. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

SdiD;riBr't  Afbira  lu  the  Sorthcra  Dspajtmenl.  —  Misunder. 
■tuidliiga  wicb  Cnogress.  —  Givei  OifeuM  by  ■  Repmicbful 
I^elttr.  — Office  grAdjuMDt-jtcncTsI  oReret!  to  Gma  — De- 
clined by  him.  —  Sfhuylar  reprimmndBd  by  Congrera  for 
bis  ReproubruJ  Letter— GitOT  appninledio  the  Commknd 
■tTleoaderof^.  —  SchuyW  cotukdcts  bimeelf  virtiully  MU- 
pcnded.  —  Take!  bb  Se4(  ru  ■  pEUgnte  to  CongTBM,  Rod 
cUiou  *■  Court  of  Imjuiiy.  —  Uu  Commuid  M  PhiJidel' 
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iagton  himself.     To  inafce  these  more  clear  t( 
reader,  it  is  tiecvssary  to  revert  to  events  in  the 
preceding  year. 

The  question  of  commnnd  between  Schiiyler 
and  Gates,  when  settled  an  we  have  shown  by 
Congress,  had  caused  no  interruption  to  the  har- 
mony  of  intercourse  between  these  generals. 

Schuyler  directed  the  affairs  of  the  department 
with  energy  and  activity  from  his  head-quarters 
at  Albany,  where  they  had  been  fixed  by  Con- 
gress, while  Gates,  subordinate  to  him,  coturaanded 
the  post  of  Ticonderoga. 
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He  immediately  wrote  to  Greoeral  GiUes,  ap- 
prising him  of  his  having  sent  in  his  resignation. 
*^  It  is  much  to  be  lamented,**  writes  he,  ^  that 
calamny  is  so  much  cherished  in  this  unhappy 
country,  and  that  so  few  of  the  servants  of  the 
public  escape  the  malevolence  of  a  set  of  insidi- 
ous miscreants.  It  has  driven  me  to  the  necessity 
of  resigning.** 

As  the  command  of  the  department,  should  his 
resignation  be  accepted,  would  of  course  devolve 
on  Gates,  he  assures  him  he  will  render  every 
assistance  in  his  power  to  any  officer  whom  Gates 
might  appoint  to  command  in  Albany. 

All  his  letters  to  Grates,  while  they  were  tliu>i 
in  relation  in  the  department,  had  been  kind  and 
courteous;  beginnning  with,  ^  My  dear  geuerai." 
and  ending  witli,  ** adieu  "  and  "every  Iriendiv 
wish.**  Schuyler  was  a  warm-hearted  maxi,  aiid 
his  expressions  were  probably  sincere. 

The  hopes  of  Gates,  inspired  by  this  protieie'i 
resionatioa.  were  doomed  to  be  again  overcloud^':. 
Schuyler  was  informed  by  Prebident    ilaiicuc^ 
*^  that  CoogresB,  during  the  pretient  folate  ot  af!<ii!  -. 
eoold  not  eooseot  to  accept  of  hL»  resignau^n  :  l»m: 
requerted  that  he  would  continue  in  (he  oviLiUiai. 
be  beid-and  be  assured  that  the  aspersiuii*  liii^.- 
out  by  his  enemies  against  hia  charac;^:.  in 
inflyeoce  opoo  the  minds  of  the  meiubei- 
HocBe  :  and  that  more  effectually  to  \*\i\ 
to  aieuat,  they  would  at  an  early  da;,  a^^j 
i'lTMJ'Uc  to  inquire  fully  into  his  coiidu-...  »^*.. 
they  u  ailed  would  establie^h  hia  repuUi:i> 
GpcBK»  of  all  good  men." 


til*.     .. 
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Sdtiifler  tweived  the  rwolve  of  Congress  wiih 
grim  Boqnjeacence,  bat  showed  in  hi#  reply  tbitt 
be  wu  bot  half  Eoolhed.  "Al  this  very  critical 
joncture,"  writes  he,  Ociobtr  IB,  '•I  Bhalt  waive 
tho»e  remarks  which  Jo  justice  to  infM'lf,  I  must 
make  at  a  future  day.  Tbe  cftlumny  of  my  ene- 
mies has  arisen  lo  ila  beigbi.     Their  moUce  is  in- 

csipable  of  heightening  tbe  injury In 

tbe  alarming  sitoaiion  of  our  afiain.  I  ^hall  oon- 
linne  to  act  some  litne  longer,  but  Congrtss  must 
prepare  to  put  the  care  of  ibis  department  into 
other  hands.  I  sball  be  able  to  render  my  eonntry 
better  serrices  in  atiolber  line :  less  exjMtsed  to  a 
repetition  of  the  injuries  I  have  sustained." 

He  had  remained  oi  his  post,  ilierefore,  dis- 
cbargiiig  the  various  duties  of  bis  department  with 
his  ntual  zeal  and  acIiTily  ;  and  Gates,  at  the  end 
of  the  campaign,  bad  repaired,  as  we  have  shown, 
to  tbe  vicinity  of  Congress,  to  attend  ibe  Huctua- 

Circumstances  in  the  course  of  the  winter  had 
put  the  worthy  Scbnylerngain  on  poiDlaofpuiictilio 
with  Congress.  Among  some  letters  intercepted 
by  the  enemy  and  retaken  by  tbe  Americnns,  was 
one  from  Colonel  Joseph  Trumbull,  the  commis- 
sary-general, insinuating  that  Genenkl  Schuyler  liad 
lecreted  or  suppressed  a  commission  Bent  for  his 
brother.  Colonel  John  Trumbull,  as  deputy  ttdju- 
tant-general.'     The  purport  of  tbe  letter  was  re- 

I  The  reader  in»y  rrcullect  Ihal  it  iraa  CommiwMy-grneral 
Trumbull  who  wrale  Iho  letlvi  to  Gaten  ralculated  lo  inflame 
hit  jetton?  igalnil  Schuyler,  when  the  queaiioi: 
had  ri«en  between  them.    (Sm  vol.  i,  eb.  SS.J 
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ezpeclAi]  tliHt  Coiigrees  would  have  done  me  tbat 
justice  whicii  i<  nra«  JQ  th«'ir  power  bo  give,  and 
which    I    humbly   conceive   they   ought    to    have 

This  lelter  gave  great  ombrvge  to  Congress, 
but  no  immedisie  answer  was  made  to  it. 

Aboui  this  time  the  office  of  adjutant-general, 
which  had  remained  vacant  ever  since  the  re«g- 
nntioD  of  Ctilonei  Reeii,  to  the  great  detriment 
of  the  service,  especially  now  when  a  new  army 
«a«  lo  be  formed,  wus  offered  to  Gleneral  Gates, 
who  had  formerly  filled  it  with  ability ;  and  Pres- 
ident HoDcocit  informed  him,  by  letter,  of  the 
earnest  desire  of  Congress  that  he  should  resume 
il,  retaining  his  present  rank  and  pay. 

Gates  almost  resented  the  proposal  "  Unleas 
the  commander-inn^hief  earnestly  makes  the  same 
request  with  your  Eicellency,"  replies  he,  "  all 
my  endeavors  as  adjutant-general  would  Ite  vain 
and  fruitless.  I  had,  last  year,  the  honor  to  com- 
mand in  the  second  post  in  America ;  and  had 
the  good  fortune  to  prevent  the  enemy  from 
making  llieir  so  much  wished-lbr  junction  with 
General  Howe.  After  this,  to  l>e  especied  to 
dwiudle  aguiu  to  the  adjutant-gene 
more  philosophy  on  my  part,  and  sot 
than  words  on  yours."  ^. 

He  wrote  to  Washington  to  the  s 
but  declared  that,  should  it  be  bis  Excellency's 
wish,  he  would  resume  the  office  with  alacrity. 

Washington  promptly  replied  that  he  bod  often 
wished  it  in  secret,  though  he  had  never  even 
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oSense,  was  brought  before  the  House,  and  it 
waa  resolved  thai  his  aaggestion  lonc^ming  ihe 
dismisBJoii  of  Dr.  Stringer,  was  highly  deroga- 
tory to  the  huuor  of  Congress,  and  that  it  was 
expected  his  letters  in  tijture  ivould  be  written 
in  a  style  suitable  to  the  dignity  of  the  represent 
taUve  body  of  these  tree  and  indepenilent  Stales, 
and  to  his  own  character  as  their  officer.  His 
expressions,  loo,  respecting  the  intercepted  letter, 
that  he  had  expected  Congress  would  have  done 
him  all  the  justice  ia  their  powi:r,  were  pro- 
nounced, "  to  say  the  least,  ill-advised  and  highly 
indecent."  ' 

While  Schuyler  was  thus  in  partial  eclipse, 
the  House  proceeded  to  appoiut  a  general  offi- 
cer for  the  Northeru  department,  of  which  he 
had  stated  it  to  be  in  need. 

On  the  25lii  of  March,  Gates  received  tie 
following  note  from  President  Hancock ;  "  I 
have  it  in  rfiarge  to  direct  that  you  repwr  lo 
Ticonderoga  immediately,  and  take  command  of 
the  army  stationed  in  that  department." 

Gates  obeyeil  with  alacrity.  Again  the  vision 
of  an  independent  command'  floated  before  his 
mind,  and  he  was  on  his  way  lo  Albany,  at  the 
time  that  Schuyler,  ignoi'aut  of  liis  new  arrange- 
ment, was  journeying  to  Philadelphia.  Gates 
was  aocom[Miiiied  by  Brigadier-general  Fermois, 
a  French  officer,  recently  commisBioned  in  the 
conlinental  army.  A  rumor  of  his  approach 
preceded  him.  "  What  are  the  terms  on  which 
Gales   is    coming   on?"   was  asked   in  Albany. 
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*•  Ha»  Schayler  been  sapereeiled,  or  ia  he  lo  be 
so.  or  has  he  resigned  ? "  For  a  time  uU  was 
mmor  and  coujecLure.  A  report  reached  his 
fimiily  that  he  was  to  be  divested  of  ull  titles 
utd  rank  other  than  that  of  Philip  Schuyler, 
Eaquire.  They  heanl  it  with  joy,  knowing  the 
CBrkiog  carea  and  aiinoyanMs  that  had  beset  him 
in  his  Gomniand.  His  military  friends  deprecated 
it  as  a  great  lose  to  the  Ecrvice.' 

When  Gates  arrived  in  Albany,  Colonel  Var- 
iok,  Schnyler's  secretary,  wailed  on  him  with  a 
message  thtiu  Mrs.  8chuyler.  inviting  him  to  take 
up  his  qiiarters  at  the  general's  house,  which  waa 
in  the  vicinity.  He  declined,  as  the  dispatch  of 
affairs  required  him  to  be  continually  in  town ; 
bat  took  his  breakfast  with  Mrs.  Schuyler  the 
next  moniing.  He  remained  in  Albany,  unwil- 
ling to  depart  for  Ticonderoga  until  there  should 
be  sulBcient  troops  there  to  support  him. 

Sdiuyler  arrived  in  Philadelphia  in  the  sec- 
ond week  in  April,  and  found  himself  superseded 
in  effect  by  General  Gates  in  the  Northern  de- 
portment. He  inclosed  to  the  commiilee  of  Al- 
bany the  recent  resolutions  of  Congress,  passed 
before  his  arrival.  "  By  iheae,"  writes  he,  "  you 
will  rewlily  jwrceive  tliat  I  shHll  not  return  a 
general.  Under  what  influence  it  bus  been 
brought  about,  I  am  not  at  liberty  now  to  men- 
tion. On  my  return  to  Albany,  I  shall  give  the 
Gonunittee  the  fullest  iDfonnation."  ^ 

'  Utter  of  Coloiiel  Eicliard  Varicli.      Sihuyler's  Letter 
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Taking  his  seat  in  Congress  m  a  delegate  fh>ro 
New  York,  he  demaDded  tlie  promised  investi- 
gation of  his  conduct  during  ihe  time  he  had 
held  a  command  in  the  armj.  It  was  his  in- 
tentioDi  nlien  tlie  scruduy  had  taken  place,  to 
resign  his  commission,  and  retire  from  the  ser- 
vice. On  the  18th,  a  committee  of  inquiry  mu 
appointetl,  aa  at  his  request,  composed  of  a  mem- 
ber from  each  Stale. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  second  major-general  of 
the  United  States  (Lee  being  the  lirst).  he  held 
active  command  at  Philadelphia,  fiirming  a  camp 
on  the  western  side  of  the  Delaware,  completing 
the  works  on  Fort  Island,  throwing  up  works  on 
Red  Bank,  and  accelerating  the  dispatch  of  troops 
and  provisions  to  the  commander-in-chief.  Dur- 
ing his  sojourn  at  Philadelphia,  also,  he  contrib- 
uted essentially  to  reorganiio  the  commissary  de- 
partment; digesting  rules  for  its  regulation,  whicfa 
were  mainly  adopted  by  Congress. 


CHAPTER    V. 

Fn»it.-n  OScon   Candidites  fur  Situaltans  in  lbs  Army. 

—  DitGculUei  ia  siljuttiiig  Quentioiii  of  Rank.  —  Ddgdu- 
dray.  —  Conway.  —  EoKiuuka.  —  WuhinKlon'i  Guarda. 

—  Arnold  Diaitted  fn  tba  Army  Promolioni.  —  Wash- 
JD^on  tmkei  his  Part.  —  I'rillih  Expulilion  against 
Danbary.  —  nwlruction  of  American  Slorei — Connecti- 
cnt  Veomanry  in  Anns.  —  Shinniah  it  Bidgefield.  — 
Death  of  Gruera!  Womier.  —  Gallant  Bervicu  of  Arnold. 

—  Bewarded  by  Coiigresa.  —  Exploil  of  Colonel  Melgi  at 
Sag  Harbor. 


1HE  fume  of  the  American  struggle  for 
iDde|}eiitleDte  whb  briugiiig  foreign  of- 
ficers as  candidates  for  admis^iou  iuto 
the  patriot  army,  and  causing  great  eniLnrrnss- 
ment  to  llie  conimancJer-in-chief.  "  They  seh 
dom,"  writes  Wasliington,  "  liring  moru  than  a 
commission  anil  a  passport ;  which  we  know  may 
belong  to  a  bad  as  vrell  as  a  good  officer.  Tbeir 
ignorance  of  onr  language,  and  their  iniihility  to 
recruit  men,  are  insurmountable  obstnelcs  to  their 
being  engrafled  in  our  continental  battiiliens ;  for 
our  officers,  who  have  raised  their  men.  and  have 
served  through  the  war  upon  pay  that  liiis  not 
hitherto  borne  their  expenses,  would  be  disgusted 
if  foreigners  were  put  over  their  heads ;  and  I 
assure  you,  few  or  none  of  these  gentlemen  look 
lower  than  lield-officers'  commissions 
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Some  general  mode  of  dkpoaing  of  ihem  must 
be  BdopCed,  fbr  it  ia  UDgenerous  tt>  keep  tbcm  iu 
BUKpense,  ami  a  great  charge  to  themsekes  ;  bol 
I  am  at  a  losd  to  know  lion  to  poiut  out  this 
mode." 

Congreafi  determined  that  \io  foreign  olficers 
should  receive  commiHsiutis  who  were  not  well  ac- 
quainted wilb  the  English  hmguage.  and  did  not 
bring  strong  teeiimoniald  of  their  abilities.  Still 
there  w^  embarrass  men  t.  Some  cnme  with  brevet 
commissiona  from  the  French  goTeroment,  and 
had  be«n  assured  by  Mr.  Deane,  American  com- 
missioner Ht  Paris,  that  tbej  would  hat'e  the  same 
rank  in  the  American  army.  This  would  put 
them  above  American  oiTicer^  of  merit  and  hard 
service,  whose  comcni^sioiui  were  of  more  recent 
date.  One  Monsieur  Ducoudray,  on  the  strength 
of  aa  agreement  with  Mr.  Deane,  expected  to  have 
the  rank  of  major-general,  and  to  be  put  st  the 
bead  of  the  artillery.  Waohiiigtou  deprecated 
the  idea  of  intrusting  a  department  on  which  the 
very  salvation  of  the  army  might  depiinii,  to  a 
Ibreigner.  who  bail  no  other  tie  to  bind  him  to  the 
interests  of  the  country  than  lionor ;  beeides,  he 
observed,  it  would  endanger  the  loss  lo  the  service 
of  General  Knox,  "a  man  of  great  military  read- 
ing, soujjd  judgment,  and  clear  perceptions.  He 
has  conducted  the  alfairs  of  thai  department  with 
honor  lo  himself  and  advantage  to  the  public,  and 
will  resign  if  any  one  is  put  over  him." 

In  fact,  the  report  thai  Ducoudray  was  lo  be  a 
major-geuerul,  with  i 
prei^ing   year,  caused  e 
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American  officers  of  ihat  rank,  but  wliowe  com- 
missions v/ew  of  later  diite.  CougreBs  eveniualtj 
determineil  not  to  ratify  ihe  contract  eutered  iuto 
between  Mr.  Duane  and  Monsieur  Ducourlraj,  auti 
resolved  iliat  Llie  commissions  of  foreign  offiuers 
received  into  tlie  service,  should  bear  ditto  on  tlie 
day  of  their  being  filled  up  by  Washington. 

Among  ibe  tiireign  candidiiles  for  njipointmenta 
was  one  Colonel  Couivtty,  a  unlive  of  Ireland,  bnt 
who,  According  to  hiauwn  account,  hud  been  thirty 
years  in  the  service  of  France,  and  claimed  to  he 
a  chevnlier  of  the  order  of  St.  Lonlii,  of  which 
he  wove  tlie  decoration.  Mr.  Deniie  hail  recoui- 
mended  him  to  Washington  as  an  otticer  of  merit, 
and  bad  written  to  Congress  that  he  considere<l 
him  well  quxliSetl  for  the  office  of  adjutHnC  or 
brigadier^ueral,  and  that  lie  had  given  him 
reason  to  hope  for  one  or  the  other  of  these  appoint- 
ments. Colonel  Conway  pushed  for  that  of  brig- 
adier-general. It  had  been  conferred  some  time 
before  by  Congteas  on  two  French  officers,  De 
Fermois  and  Deborre,  who,  lie  had  observed,  had 
been  inferior  to  him  in  the  French  service,  and  it 
would  be  mortifying  now  lo  hold  rank  below  them. 

"I  cannot  pretend,"  writes  Washington  to  the 
president,  '■  to  Speak  of  Colonel  Conway's  merits 
or  Bbililies  of  my  own  knowledge.  He  appears 
to  be  a  man  of  candor,  and,  if  he  has  been  in  ser- 
vice as  long  aa  he  snye,  I  should  suppose  him  in- 
finitely better  qualified  to  serve  us  than  many  who 
have  been  proniote<l ;  as  he  speaks  our  language." 

Conway  accordingly  received  the  rank  of  brig- 
adier-general, of  which    be  subsequently  proved 
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himself  aiiworihv.  He  was  boastful  and  pr^ 
niRiptuoue,  anil  beuLinn  uoted  fur  liis  intrigue*, 
■nd  iort,  despicnble  cabal  against  the  Gornmaiider- 
in-chief,  which  n-ent  bj  bis  name,  and  of  which 
we  ahall  have  to  speak  hereafter. 

A  camllrlate  of  a  iJilferent  stamp  had  presented 
himself  in  the  preceding  year,  the  shUhuI,  geiieroos- 
spiriled,  Thaddeus  KusciusKko.  He  was  n  Fule, 
of  an  ancient  and  noble  family  of  Liihiiania,  and 
had  beeti  eduutted  for  ibe  profession  of  arms  at 
the  military  Fchool  at  Warsaw,  and  siib»equently 
in  Fnuice.  Distippoitited  in  a  We  nlTuir  with  a 
beaniiful  lady  of  rank  with  whom  he  IiaU  at- 
t«inple<l  to  elo|#,  he  bad  emigrated  to  this  country, 
aod  came  provided  with  a  leiter  of  iiitrodi 
from  Dr.  Franklin  to  Washington. 

''What  do  you  seek  here?  "  inquired  the  com- 
mander-in- chief. 

"  To  fight  for  Amcricaa  independence." 
"  What  CMU  you  do  ?  " 
••Trjm.." 

Washington  was    pleased  with    the    curt,  yot 
comprehensive  reply,  and  with  his  chivalrous  aip 
and  spirit,  an'l  at  once  received  him  into  his  family 
a«  an  aide-de-camp.'     Congress  shortly  afterwards 
.  appniuted   him  an   engineer,  with  the  rank  of  col- 

i  onel.     He  proved  a  valuable  officer   throughout 

I  tlie  Recolution,  and  won  an  honorable  and  lasting 

I  name  in  our  country. 

\  Among  the  regiments  which  had  been  formed 

L  in  the  spring,  one  had  been  named  by  its  officerfl 

^^^^K  "  The  Congress'    Own,"  and    another   "  General 
^^^^^^1  t  FortigH  QamitHf  Raiea,  vol.  ve.  p.  114. 

K 
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Wnshitiglou's  Lift  Guftrds."  A  resolve  of  Con- 
gress promptlj  iippfnred,  pronouncing  tlioso  up- 
pelluiioiia  improper,  niiil  grilering;  llmt  tliey  should 
be  discontinued.  Wiisliirigton'a  own  modesty  had 
already  admini^i^tered  a  correclive.  lu  h  letter  U> 
llie  Freaidtiut  of  Ciingre.w,  lie  cleflured  thiit  ihe 
regiments  had  been  bo  named  without  his  consent 
or  privity.  "  Aa  soon  ns  I  heard  of  it,"  writes 
he,  "  I  wrote  lo  sevend  ol'  tlie  ofRc-era  in  terms 
of  Mivere  repreLension,  and  expressly  charged 
ihem  to  suppress  the  diBlinction,  adding  that  alt 
Uie  builaliona  were  on  the  snine  footing,  and  nil 
under  llie  general  imine  of  Contme  1  I  No 
matt  was  less  desirous  for  all  iudividual  d  at  ct  ous 
of  Uie  kind. 

Somewhat  Inter  he  really  formed  n  compa  y 
for  hia  gunnl.  Colonel  Alexander  S].oLt  vood  1  ad 
tliB  selcctioti  of  the  men,  four  from  eacl  re^  me  i 
and  was  charged  to  be  extremely  cautious,  "  he- 
cause,"  writes  Washington,  "it  is  more  t bin  prob- 
able that,  in  the  course  of  the  curapaign,  my  bag- 
gage, pHpera,  and  other  matters  of  great  puhliu 
import,  may  be  committed  to  the  sole  cure  of 
these  men."  That  the  company  might  look  well, 
sod  be  nearly  of  a  size,  none  were  to  be  over  live 
feet  ten,  nor  under  Hve  feet  nine  inches  in  stature, 
and  to  be  »ober,  young,  active,  and  well-made,  of 
good 'character,  and  proud  of  appearing  clean  and 
soldierlike.  Aa  there  would  be  a  greiiter  chance 
for  fidelity  amoug  such  as  bad  family  connections 
in  the  eouutry,  Spotswood  was  charged  to  send 
none  but  natives,  and,  if  possible,  men  of  some 
property.     "  I  must  insist,"  concludes  Washington, 
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"  lliat,  in  making  tliis  choioe,  you  gira  d 
of  my  preference  of  nntives,  m  I  do  uoc  waut  to 
create  any  invidious  distiiictiou  between  them  and 
the  officwrs."  ■ 

Questions  of  niuk  among  liia  generals,  were,  as 
we  bare  repeatedly  shown,  perpetual  sources  of 
perplexity  to  Wasliiiigioti,  and  loo  ofieu  caused 
by  what  the  Btircdstic  Lee  termed  "  the  stumblings 
of  Coijgretis ;  "  such  was  the  naae  at  prewiiL  In 
recent  artny  promotions.  Congress  had  advanced 
Stirling,  Mifflin,  St.  Clair,  Stephen,  anil  Linoolu, 
to  the  rank  of  major-gen crul,  wliile  Arnold,  their 
senior  in  service,  and  distinguished  by  so  many 
brilliant  exploits,  was  passed  over  and  lefV  to  re- 
main a  brigadier. 

Washington  was  surprised  at  not  seeing  his 
name  on  the  list,  but  supposing  it  might  have  been 
omitted  through  mistake,  he  wrot«  to  Arnold,  who 
was  at  Providence  in  Bhode  Island,  advising  him 
not  to  take  any  hasty  step  in  consequence,  but  to 
allow  time  fur  recollection,  proinLting  his  own  en- 
deavors to  remedy  any  error  that  might  have  bean 
made.  He  wrote  also  to  [lenry  Lee  in  Congress, 
inquiring  whether  the  omission  was  owing  lo  ac- 
cident or  design.  "  Sut«ly,"  said  he,  ~  a  more 
active,  a  more  spirited,  and  sensible  officer,  fills 
no  department  of  your  army.  Not  seeing  him, 
then,  in  the  list  of  major-generals,  and  no  mention 
made  of  him,  has  given  roe  uneasiness ;  as  it  is 
not  presumed,  being  the  oldest  brigadier,  that  he 
will  conliime  in  service  under  such  a  slight." 

Arnold  was,  in  truth,  deeply  wounded  by  the 

'  Sparki.      Writmgi  <<f  Wnhin</lon,  i".  107. 
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I  am  grenlly'  obliged  to  your  Exi^el- 
leiicy,"  writes  h«  to  WHshington,  "for  iiiWresiiug 
yourself  30  much  in  respect  to  my  nppointntcui. 
whicli  I  have  had  no  advice  oC,  and  know  lint  by 
whftt  means  it  was  anaounced  in  the  piiper:t. 
Congress  undoubtedly  have  a  right  of  proinoling 
those  whom,  from  their  abilities,  and  iheir  long 
and  arduous  services,  they  esteem  mnsC  deserving. 
Their  promoting  junior  officers  to  the  rank  of  ma- 
jor'geuemU,  I  view  as  a  very  civil  wny  of  request- 
ing my  reaignHtion.  as  unqualified  for  the  offiix 
1  hold.  My  commission  was  conferred  unsolic- 
ited, and  received  with  pleasure  only  as  a  means 
of  serving  ray  couiilry.  With  equal  pleasure  I 
R^gu  it,  when  I  can  no  longer  serve  my  country 
with  liouor.  The  person  who,  void  of  ihe  nice 
feelings  of  honor,  will  lamely  condescend  to  give 
up  his  right,  and  retain  a  commission  at  the  es- 
pense  of  his  repululiori,  I  hold  as  a  disgrace  to  the 
army,  and    univorthy  of  the    glorious    cause    in 

which  we  are  engaged In  justice, 

therefore,  to  my  own  cliaracter,  and  for  the  sat- 
isfaction of  my  friends,  I  must  request  a  court 
of  inquiry  into  my  conduct;  and  llioui;h  I  sensi- 
bly leel  tlie  iugnttilude  of  my  countrymen,  yet 
every  jiersonal  injury  shall  be  buried  in  my  zeiil 
for  the  safety  and  happiness  of  my  cuuiiiry,  in 
whose  cause  I  have  repeatedly  fought  and  bled. 
and  aiu  ready  at  all  limes  to  lisk  my  life." 

He  subsequently  inliinaled  that  he  should  avoid 
liny  linsly  step,  and  should  remain  lit  liis  post  un- 
til  lie   cnuld   leave  it  without  any  damage   to   the 
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The  [iriticiple  upon  which  Congress  h«d  pro- 
ceeded ill  tlieir  reeeiit  promolioris  was  esplsiried  to 
Washington.  The  number  of  jieneral  officers  pro- 
moted from  each  Sinte  was  projxirlioned  lo  the 
nnmber  of  men  furnished  bj  it.  Connecticut 
(Arnold's  State)  b»d  alrewdy  two  maJDr-geiierals, 
which  was  its  fuU  share.  "  I  confess,"  writes 
Washington  to  Arnold,  "  this  is  a  strange  raode 
of  reasoning ;  but  it  may  serve  to  show  you  that 
the  promotion,  which  wai  due  to  yonr  seniority, 
was  not  overiooked  for  want  of  merit  in  you." 

"  The  point,"  observes  he,  '■  is  of  so  delicate  a. 
nature,  that  I  will  not  even  undertake  lo  advise. 
Your  own  feelings  must  be  your  guide.  As  no 
particular  charge  is  alleged  against  you,  1  do  not 
8B6  upon  what  grounds  you  can  demand  a  couit 
of  inquiry.  Your  determination  not  to  quit  your 
present  command,  while  any  danger  to  the  public 
might  ensue  from  your  leaving  it,  deserves  my 
thanks,  and  justly  entitles  you  to  the  thanks  of  the 
country," 

An  opportunity  occurred  before  long,  for  Ar- 
nold again  to  signalize  himself. 

The  amount  of  stores  destroyed  at  Peekskill 
had  ftJluii  fur  short  of  General  Howe's  expeclo- 
tioos,  Something  more  must  be  done  to  cripple 
ihe  Americans  before  the  opening  of  the  campaign. 
Accordingly,  another  espediiion  was  ret  on  foot 
against  a  still  larger  deposit  at  Danbury,  within 
the  borders  of  Connecticut,  and  between  twenty 
and  thirty  miles  from  Peekskill. 

Ex -governor  Tryon,  recently  commissioned  ma- 
jor-general of  provincials,  conducted  it,  accompa- 


EXPEDITION  AGAINST  DANBUIir. 


nieiJ  hy  Brigadier-general  Agne 


n  Erskiae. 

I  Biroiig ;  AmericHM, 
from 


Irisli,  ami  liiitisli  ret'u- 
geea  from  rarious  parts  of  the  coiitiiietjt ;  iitul  made 
his  appenraiiM:  od  the  Sound  \o  the  Ullei'  pnrt  of 
April,  witb  a  fleet  of  twenty-six  sail,  greuily  to  the 
disquiet  or  every  assaiUible  place  along  lliu  coast. 
Oil  llie  25tli,  towards  evening,  he  landed  liid  troopa 
on  ihe  beach  at  the  foot  of  Catiepo  Hill,  near  the 
moudi  of  the  Saugatuck  River.  The  yeomaiiry 
of  the  neighborliuod  had  Bsaemhled  to  resist  tliem, 
bat  n  tew  caunon-shoi  made  ibein  give  wuy,  aud 
Uie  troopa  set  off  for  Duiibury,  about  twenly-tliree 
miles  distant ;  galled  at  Grat  by  u  sciiltei'ing  fire 
fVom  behind  a  slotie  fence.  They  were  in  a  pa- 
triotic  neigbborhood.  Geneml  Silliuiim,  of  die 
Coniieclicut  luiliiis,  who  resided  at  Fiiirlield,  » 
few  mileis  distant,  sent  out  expresaes  to  wwsa  tbe 
country.  It  so  happened  ibul  General  Arnold 
was  Bt  New  Haven,  between  twenty  and  tbirty 
miles  off,  on  his  way  to  Pbiiiulelphia  fur  ibe  pur* 
pose  of  settling  his  accounts.  At  the  iihirni  of  a 
British  inrobid,  be  forgot  his  injuries  and  irritation, 
mounted  his  horse,  luid,  araiomptinied  by  General 
Wooster,  hastened  to  Join  General  SiUiinan.  As 
they  spurred  fnrwai'd,  every  farm-bouse  sent  out 
its  warrior,  until  upwards  of  a  hundred  weru  press- 
ing  ou  with  them,  full  of  tlie  tigbtiiig  spirit.  Lieu- 
teoant  Oswald,  Arnold's  secretary  in  tbe  Canada 
campaigu,  who  had  led  ibe  forlorn  hope  in  tbe  at- 
tempt upon  Quebec  was  at  this  time  at  New  Ha- 
Ten,  enlisting  men  lor  Lamb's  regiment  of  artillery. 
Tie,  loo,  beard  the  note  of  alarm,  and  mustering 
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liU  recruits  Tnnrched  off  with  tbree  field-pieces 
for  the  scene  of  HctioD."  ' 

In  ilie  mean  n-liile  the  British,  marcljing  all 
night  with  short  hultings,  reached  Diinburjr  about 
two  fi'cliick  in  the  aliernoon  of  the  2(iih.  There 
were  but  fi^y  Coatiaeotal  soldiei's  nnd  one  hun- 
dred miliiia  iu  the  place.  These  i-etreHtcd,  as 
did  most  of  the  inhabitttnt*,  enceptiug  fuch  as  re- 
mained la  lake  care  of  the  sick  iinr]  uged.  Four 
men,  inluxicated,  hs  it  was  »aid,  fii-ed  upon  the 
troops  from  the  windows  of  a  lurge  house.  The 
soldiers  rushed  in,  drove  Ihein  into  the  cellar,  set 
fire  to  the  hoiise,  and  \e{t  them  to  perish  iu  the 
flanies. 

There  was  a  great  quantity  of  stores  of  all  kinds 
in  the  viUiige.  and  no  vehicles  to  couvey  lliem  lo 
(he  ships.  The  work  of  destruction  coramenced. 
The  soldiers  made  free  with  the  liquors  found  in 
abundance ;  and  throughout  the  greater  part  of 
the  night  there  was  revel,  drunkenness,  blasphemy, 
and  devastation.  Tryon,  full  of  Hnxiety,  and  aware 
that  the  country  was  rising,  ordered  a  retreat  be- 
fore daylight,  setting  fire  to  tlie  magazines  to  com- 
plete the  destruction  of  the  stores.  The  dames 
spread  to  the  other  edifices,  and  almost  the  whole 
village  was  soon  in  a  bliixe.  The  extreme  dark- 
ness of  a  rainy  night  made  the  conflagration  more 
balefutly  apparent  throughout  the  country. 

While  these  scenes  had  been  transacted  at  Dan- 
bury,  the  Connecticut  yeomanry  had  been  gather- 
ing. Fairfield  mid  the  adjacent  counties  had 
poured  out  their  minute  men.     General  Sillimaa 
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had  H^TiiiicecJ  al  the  hetii]  of  five  hundred.  General 
Wooster  and  Arnold  joined  him  with  their  chance 
foUowere,  as  did  a  few  more  mililiii.  A  heavy 
raiD  reunled  their  march;  it  was  nenr  midnight 
when  they  reached  Beihel,  wiihin  four  miles  of 
Dnnbary.  Here  they  hnlled.  to  lake  n  linle  re- 
pose and  put  iheir  arms  Iii  order,  reiidei'eil  almost 
unserviceable  by  the  rain.  They  were  now  about 
six  huudred  strong.  Wooaler  look  the  command, 
as  tirat  major- general  of  the  militia  of  the  State. 
Though  in  iho  aixiy-eighth  year  of  his  age,  he 
was  full  of  ardor,  with  almost  youthful  fire  and 
daring.  A  plan  was  concerted  to  punish  the  en- 
emy on  llieir  retreat;  and  the  hiriJ  light  of  Dan- 
bury  in  flames  redoubled  the  provocation.  At 
dawn  of  day,  Wooaler  detached  Arnold  with  four 
hnndred  men,  to  push  across  the  country  and  take 
post  at  Ridgefielil,  by  which  the  British  must  pass; 
while  he  with  two  hnndred  remained,  to  hang  on 
and  harass  them  in  flank  and  rear. 

The  British  beftan  their  retreat  early  in  the 
morning,  conducting  it  in  regular  style,  with  flank- 
ing parties,  and  a  rear-guard  well  furnished  with 
artillery.  As  soon  as  they  had  pasaed  his  posi- 
tion, Wooster  attacked  the  rear-guard  with  great 
Bpirit  and  effect;  there  was  sharp  skirmishing  un- 
til within  two  mllea  of  Ridgefield,  when,  as  the 
veteran  was  cheering  on  hts  men,  who  began  to 
waver,  a  musket  ball  brought  him  down  from  his 
horse,  and  fliiiahed  his  gallaut  career.  On  hia 
foil  bis  men  retreated  in  disorder. 

The  delay  wliidi  his  attack  had  occasioned  to 
the  enemy,  had  given  Arnold  time  to  thi-ow  up  a 
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Arnold  waa  Hgain  in  tlie  field,  wiih  Lis  rallied 
forces  Btrtiigtheiied  by  Lieu  tennn  I -colonel  Oswiild 
with  two  cumpiiiiies  of  Lmnb'g  arlillery  reginieut 
and  thre«  field -pieciiS.  With  these  lie  iigniii  posted 
himself  on  (lie  enemy'a  route. 

Difficuhii'S  nnd  nnnoymices  had  imiltiplied  upon 
the  liiller  at  every  eiep.  When  they  L-nme  iji  flight 
of  the  position  whem  Arnold  wiis  wailing  for 
them,  they  chmiged  their  route,  wheeled  (o  ttie 
led,  nnd  made  for  a  (brct  of  Sdugiitnck  River. 
Arnold  hnsletied  to  qtobh  the  bridge  tiiid  tnke  them 
ID  flnnli,  but  they  were  too  quick  for  him.  Col- 
onel Lamb  had  now  reached  llm  scene  of  action,  bb 
had  ftlxiut  two  hundred  voluiitcers.  Lenring  to 
Oswald  ihe  churge  of  the  artillery,  he  put  him- 
Belf  at  the  heail  of  (he  Tolunteers,  Hnd  Ibil  them 
up  (o  Arnold's  a^msiance. 

Tlie  enemy,  findiug  ihemaelves  linrd  pressed, 
pushed  for  Caiiepo  Hill.  They  reaeht'd  it  in  the 
evening,  without  a  round  of  ammuiiition  in  their 
cartridge-boxes.  As  they  were  uow  within  cau- 
non-shot  of  their  ships,  the  Americiiiis  ceased 
the  pnrsuiL  The  British  formed  upon  high 
ground,  brousht  their  iiriillery  to  the  front,  and 
sent  off  lo  the  ships  for  reinfnrcemi-nts.  Sir 
Willinm  Erskine  landed  a  large  bndy  of  marines 
and  SHilore,  who  drove  the  Americans  beck  for 
some  dietnjice,  and  covered  the  eniharkiilion  of 
the  troops.  Colonel  Lajnb,  while  lending  on  his 
men  gitlhintly  to  capture  the  British  Held-pieces, 
was  wounded  by  a  grape-shot,  and  AiTiold,  while 
cheering  ou  the  militia,  had  nnolher  horse  shot 
under  htm.       In  (he  mean  time,  the  harassed  nm- 
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rauders  effected  their  cmbarknlion,  itnd  the  fleet 
gfA  under  wny. 

In  Ihid  inroad  ihe  enemy  destroyed  a  cousiJer- 


able   amnuiit  < 


hundred  ttnls  prepared  for  ilie  use  of  Waaliing- 
ton's  army  in  the  euauing  oimptiigt].  Tlie  loss  of 
GeDeral  Woosler  was  deeply  deplored.  He  etir- 
vived  llie  netiun  long  enough  lo  be  consoled  in  his 
dying  moments  at  Dauhury,  by  ihu  presence  of 
his  wife  and  son,  who  hastened  thither  from  New 
Haven.  As  to  Arnold,  his  galkntry  in  ihis  af- 
fair gained  him  fresli  laurels,  and  Congress,  to 
remedy  iheir  lute  error,  promoied  him  to  liie  raiik 
of  major-genernl.  Slill  thia  promoiiou  did  not 
restore  hiin  lo  his  proper  position.  He  was  at 
the  bottom  of  the  list  of  mnjor-generals,  with  four 
officers  flUore  him,  his  juniors  in  ivrvice.  Wnsh- 
iiiglon  felt  this  injustice  ou  the  part  of  Congress, 
aiid  wrote  about  it  lo  the  president.  "  He  lias 
certainly  discovered,"  said  lie,  "  in  every  insiBiice 
where  he  has  had  an  opportunity,  much  bravery, 
activity,  sud  enterprise.  But  what  will  be  doue 
about  hie  rank  ?  lie  will  not  act,  most  probably, 
under  thoKe  \\v  cotninanded  but  a  few  weeks  ago." 
As  an  additional  balm  to  Arnold's  wounded 
pride,  Congress  a  few  daya  afterwards  voted  that 
A  horse,  properly  caparisoned,  should  be  preseul«d 
lo  him  in  llieir  name,  as  a  token  of  their  appro- 
bation of  bis  gallant  conduct  in  the  late  action, 
"  in  which  he  had  one  horse  shot  under  him  and 
another  wounded."  But  oiler  all  he  remained  at 
the  bottom  of  the  list,  and  the  wound  still  raukled 
iu  his  bosom. 
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Tb«  deslrucliTti  expediliona  ngninst  ihe  Amer- 
ican depots  of  milibiry  siares,  were  retiiliiiltid  in 
kind  by  CuIoduI  Muij^s,  &  spirited  officer,  wlio  had 
accompauied  Acuold  in  his  expedition  tiimugli  tlm 
wilderness  ngninst  Qnebeu,  niid  lind  uiiight  uoiiiK- 
thing  of  liis  love  for  hardy  exploit  Having  re* 
oeived  iiitelligenct:  that  the  BritiHh  cummissHries 
had  collected  h  grent  amonni  of  gmin,  forage,  niid 
other  supplies  at  Sag  Uarbor,  a  sinnll  port  in  the 
deep  bay  which  forks  the  cast  eud  of  Long  Isl- 
Mid,  ho  eroa»ed  the  Sound  on  the  23d  of  May 
fnini  Guilford  in  Connecticut,  with  about  one 
hundred  and  seventy  men  in  whiile-boats  con- 
voyed by  two  nrined  sloupa  :  hindud  on  the  isknd 
near  Suulhold  i  carried  the  boats  a  distance  of 
fiileen  miles  across  the  north  fork  of  the  Lay, 
launched  them  iulo  the  hitter,  crossed  it,  landed 
within  fonr  miles  of  Sag  Harbor,  and  before  day- 
break carried  llie  place,  which  was  guarded  by  a 
company  of  fooL  A  I'urioua  fire  of  round  and 
grape  ahot  was  opened  upon  the  Americans  from 
an  armed  schooner,  anchored  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  from  shore  ;  and  stout  defense  was 
mnile  by  the  crews  of  a  doeen  brigs  an<l  sloops 
lying  at  the  wharf  to  take  in  freight;  but  ileigs 
succeeded  in  burning  these  vessels,  desiroyiog 
everything  on  shore,  and  currying  off  ninety  pris- 
otiera  ;  among  whom  were  the  officer  of  the  com- 
pany of  foot,  iho  commissaries,  and  the  captains 
of  most  of  the  small  vessels.  Willi  these  he 
and  his  party  recrossed  the  bay,  transported  their 
boats  again  across  the  fork  of  liind,  launcheil 
them  on  the  Sound,  and  got  safe  back  to  Gull- 
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i»d,  fcanig  acUevcd  aO  Aa,  aad  mTened 
■kmC  mKlj  Mika  of  kad  anl  w«ler,  n  iwmijr- 
C*e  hoars.  Va^nictan  wms  k>  liigUr  pJeased 
with  the  tpiril  sad  Meeeas  gf  thk  cattqirise,  that 
be  pMbUdv  retaraed  ihanlr  i  to  GoluBfl  Ueigs  and 
tbe  oflken  and  men  wypid  n  h.  It  eouU  ou 
Gut.  be  aid,  ^reailj  ta  diMrua  ibe  enrmjr  in  lbs 
imponanl  and  **—«■'»*'  article  of  bntgc  Bnl  it 
was  the  moral  eAbd  of  the  mlei|ir»e  wbicb  gave 
it  the  nmst  value.  It  u  diffioilt)  at  tbe  pn^ent 
da^,  eDffidei)4]y  lo  appreciate  ibe  importanoe  of 
IMTtisaa  exploits  of  the  kind,  in  tbe  critical  stMge 
of  tbe  war  of  whiiJi  we  are  Ireslii^.  Ttiey 
cbeered  the  s|»rit  of  tbe  people,  dvfnssed  by 
orerdiailowing  dangers  and  KTete  priTadooB,  and 
kept  alire  tbe  mOtlai;  spork  that  waa  to  kindle 
into  the  (btura  fkine. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

SdidTter  on  di>  imrnl  of  Rnigning,  —  Comtniltn  nf  Inqaiiy 
nporf  hi  bis  F»vr*.  —  Hi*  Mrmoml  in  PooerD*  imTc* 
InMuKuu  ngiinlwg  'he  XAflbfrti  l>t- 
Ua  BHUka  M  to  M*  P-Miiiun  —  Da 
FraaipM  hia  Fricodt  m  Coognw.  —  Bl*  Pttulut  UDer 
n  Tri*iiii|.-rm»        rifiWirl  Sfftr  of  tke  Latter.  — Pw 


illE  time  w»  «  liukd  for  the  etmnat- 
of  ■nqoiiT'  on  Geocnl   Sdroylcr'a 

._iMt  ta  inke  ibetr  report  U>  Coo- 

fT^^.  and  be  SMWied  it  with  impatieiice^  "  I 
pn/pose  m  k  day  or  i»o  to  reaga  mj  crniuni*- 
Bo*,'  vrilM  he  to  V^tthjngtoii  on  lie  %!  of  May. 
"  A*  moan  ••  I  hsre  tlooe  it,  I  iJuIl  transnit  to 
jvar  £wdteBey  nj  w.mowi  fcr  «Kfa  a  Mep." 

Wathn^gtoa  wa*  giieied  st  recctnng  this  inti- 
Miliiii      He  1^  tnr  famd  Sdnjler  a  billtfiil 
Uthmtm  ImfermiSmT  filnew  for  the 
uttaeat  (rmi  hk  lawwlet^  of  ibe 


ins  .idi  the  I 

itfaexi 

BitfhekMalialM«cMcuveBaMra.aBd  the  pe- 
ntmi  ■■iijwiira  ■■>  atiit  he  had  had  to  «»- 
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tend.  Od  a  former  occasion  he  had  prevented 
him  from  resigning,  by  an  appeal  to  his  patriol- 
iam ;  he  no  longer  felt  justified  in  interfering. 
"  I  am  sorry,"  writes  he,  "  that  circumstances  are 
sacb  as  to  tliapose  yon  to  a  resignation  ;  hot  yon 
are  the  beat  judge  of  the  line  of  conJncl  most 
reconcilable  to  your  duty,  both  in  a  public  and 
personal  view ;  and  your  own  feelings  must  de- 
termine you  in  a  matter  of  so  delicate  and  inier- 
estiug  a  nature."  ^ 

ARitirs,  however,  were  taking  a  more  fovorable 
turn.  The  committee  of  inquiry  made  a  report 
which  placed  [be  character  of  Schuyler  higher 
than  ever  as  an  able  and  active  comnumder,  and 
a  zealous  and  disinterested  patriot. 

He  made  a  memoriul  to  Congress  eipl^ning 
away  or  apologielng  for  the  exprceioiis  in  his 
letter  of  the  4th  of  February,  which  had  given 
offense  to  the  House.  His  memorial  was  satis- 
fiiclory ;  and  ho  was  ofGcially  informed  that  Con- 
gress now  "  entertained  the  same  favorable  senti- 
ments oonceming  him,  that  they  had  entertained 
iHifore  that  letter  was  received." 

There  were  warm  discussions  in  the  House  on 
the  subject  of  tlie  NortJiern  Department.  Sev- 
eral of  the  most  important  of  the  New  York 
delegates  observed  that  General  Gates  misap- 
prehended his  position.  He  considered  himself 
as  holding  the  same  command  as  that  formerly 
held  by  General  Schuyler.  Such  was  not  the 
intention  of  Congress  m  sending  him  to  take 
command  of  the  army  at  Ticonderoga.  There 
1  SclinyUr's  Letlsr  Book. 


b«d  been  a  question  between  sending  liiin  to  thai 
pott,  or  giving  him  the  luljuluticy  geuorul,  ami  it 
hud  been  decided  for  the  former. 

It  would  be  noRBense,  they  observcil,  to  give 
him  oommiuid  of  the  Nortliern  depitrliuent,  and 
couHne  htm  to  Ticouderogii  and  Mount  Indegien- 
dcnce,  where  he  could  not  hnve  au  extensive  idea 
of  the  defense  of  tlie  frontier  of  the  RuBtern 
States;  but  only  of  one  spot,  to  which  the 
enemy  were  not  obliged  to  conSue  their  op- 
erations, aiKl,  OS  it  were,  to  knock  their  hctids 
agFUtiBt  a  single  rock.  The  afliiirs  of  the  north- 
east, it  was  luliied,  und  of  the  State  of  New 
York  in  particular,  were  in  a  critical  condition. 
Much  disaffection  prevailed,  and  great  clashing 
of  interests.  There  was  but  one  man  capable 
of  keeping  hU  united  against  the  common  enemy, 
and  he  stood  on  tiie  books  as  commander-in-chief 
of  the  Middle,  or,  as  it  was  sometimes  called,  tlie 
Nortiiern  department.  His  presence  was  nhi^o- 
Intely  necessary  in  his  home  quarters  for  their 
immediate  succor,  but  if  he  returned,  he  would 
be  a  general,  without  an  anny  or  a  military 
chest;  and  why  was  he  thus  disgraced  ? 

The  fiiends  of  Gates,  on  the  other  hand,  who 
were  chiefly  delegates  from  New  England,  pro- 
nounced it  an  absurdity,  that  on  ofhciT  holding; 
Hoch  an  important  post  us  Ticonderoga,  should 
be  tinder  the  absolute  orders  of  another  one  hun- 
dred miles  distant,  engaged  in  treaties  with  In- 
diana, and  busied  in  the  duties  of  a  provedore. 
The  establishment  of  commands  in  departments 
was   enUrely   wrong ;    tliere  should   be  a  com- 
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mander-io-chief,  and  comman<lers  of  the  difier- 
eni  Armies. 

ATe  gHther  the^  scanty  particulars  from  a 
letter  adtlressed  to  Gates  bj  Ur.  LoveU.  The 
latter  expre^cs  himself  with  a  proper  spiriL 
"I  wiali,"  «riit^  he,  ■■some  course  could  be 
taken  which  would  suit  you  both.  It  is  pinin 
all  the  Xorlbern  army  cauuot  be  inteudod  for 
the  single  garrison  of  Ticondero^i.  Who  then 
has  the  distribution  of  the  members?  This  miut 
depend  on  one  opinion,  or  there  can  be  no  de- 
cision in  the  defense  of  the  Nortliern  frontiers. 
It  is  ail  unhappy  circnmsiiince  tliat  such  is  the 
altercadou  at  the  opening  of  the  campaign." 

This  letter  produced  an  iinxious  n-ply  :  "  Why," 
writea  Gates,  "when  the  argument  in  support  of 
General  Schuyler's  command  was  imposed  upon 
CongreSii.  did  not  you  or  somebody  say,  '  ilie  seo- 
ond  post  upon  this  continent  next  ciimpaign  will 
be  at  or  near  PeekskiU.  There  General  Sclaiyler 
ought  to  1^  and  command ;  th»t  will  be  the  curb 
iu  the  month  of  the  New  York  lories,  aud  the 
enemy's  army.  Ue  will  then  be  near  the  conven- 
tion and  in  the  centre  of  the  colony,  have  a  military 
chest,  and  idl  ilie  insigciia  of  office.  This  comtnand 
iu  honor  could  not  be  refused,  without  owciiiig  there 
is  something  tmire  alluring  than  command  to  Gen- 
eral Schuyler,  by  lixtng  him  at  Albany.  By 
urging  this  matter  home  you  would  have  proved 
tbe  man,  lie  would  have  resigned  aJI  command, 
luive  accepted  the  government  of  New  York,  and 
been  Hxed  to  a  station  where  he  nmst  do  good, 
and  which  could  not  interfere  with,  or  prereul  auy 
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nmiTigement  CunjrreM  tiiivo  inn<i)s  or  iiinj'  ln>n'. 
i.fter  innke.  Uiilmjiiiy  Siato  !  Tliitl  \\n»  liiil  iiiie 
mun  in  it  who  uaii  fix  lliu  wnvoriiift  iiiim]*  uf  i|a 
iiihitbilAnts  lo  lliu  siilQ  of  Cnwhrn  I  Ilniv  ofiiilil 
you  sit  patiently,  nnd,  iiticiirilnutiuli-il,  *iitrt>r  ■iinli 
iinpc-niiiuiKW  lo  be  cnimmed  iluwit  yuur  llimnbii'" 
■*  Wliy  h  it  iioiiM!ii«e,"  [lurauM  (juti-*,  "  Ik 
slntiofi  ili«  coinintiiMlitij;  gcnoral  in  iImi  N'lrilii^ni 
ilepftrlmenl  nl  TicoiKlrrojipi  ?  Wnn  il  mil  llie  iiitl- 
form  prtM^ice  of  iliu  rciynl  krmy  hII  InJtl  WHrf 
Nothing  i«  more  wrtjiin  iImm  iIinI  lh»  pnnny 
mml  firat  poMcMllMl  AiitgU  mdi  hefiira  llioy  m» 
peownile  Ike  ouoiitfy.  .  .  .  .  Il  U  (urrllili 
in  ibe  exiwne.  l*  befw*  thu  micmj'  Uii*  jimr 
am  fana  aaf  mtttA  tera  tim  MrtliwBrd  but  liy 

ing  gCMni  ta  W  |Wi*wl?    CwmWy  «i  TiaMK 
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[t;rs  to  implore  your  Excellence's  nid  id  thftt  par- 
ticular  for  the  Nurtlieni  nrmy,  tie  says  jour 
Excellency  told  LJTn  you  sliouUl  want  every  tent 
upuii  ihe  coiitiiieul  for  llie  urmies  to  tlic  Houtb- 
ivard,  aud  that  you  Jid  not  see  any  occiision  the 
Norltiera  army  could  have  for  teulii,  for,  being  k 
fixed  post,  they  might  iiut.  Refusiiig  ihia  army 
whul  you  have  not  in  your  power  to  bestow,  is 
one  thing,"  adds  Gales,  "  but  saying  lliat  this 
army  hits  not  the  same  necesrtities  as  the  Southern 
armies,  is  auolher.  I  cart  assure  your  Kxc<;llency 
the  service  of  the  norlhward  requires  tents  ns 
much  as  any  service  I  ever  saw." 

However  iuJignaiit  Washinglou  may  hHve  felt 
at  the  disrespectful  loue  of  this  letter,  and  the 
unwarranlnble  imputation  of  seciioiial  partiality 
contained  in  it,  he  contented  himself  with  a  grave 
and  measured  rebuke.  "  Cau  you  suppose," 
wrilea  he,  "  if  there  had  been  an  ample  supply  of 
tents  for  the  whole  army,  thitt  I  should  have  hes- 
itated  one  moment  in  coutplying  with  your  de- 
mand ?  I  told  Major  Troup  thai  on  account  of 
our  loss  at  Danbury  thei'e  would  be  ii  scarcity  of 
tents ;  that  our  army  would  be  a  moving  one,  and 
that  consequtiully  iiuthitig  but  tenis  would  serve 
our  turn  ;  and  that,  therefore,  as  there  would  be 
the  greatest  probability  of  your  being  Htationary, 
you  should  endeavor  to  cover  your  troops  with 
barracks  and  liuta.  Certainly  this  was  not  a  re- 
fusal of  tents,  but  B  request  that  you  should,  in 
our  contracted  situation,  make  every  ahil)  to  do 
without  them,  or  at  least  with  as  few  as  pos- 
.-ihlv. 
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"Tlie  Norihem  army  is,  and  ever  bts  been,  as 
much  the  object  of  my  care  and  attention  as  the 

one  immttd lately  under  my  command 

I  will  make  pariiculiir  imjuiry  of  tlie  quartermas- 
ter-general, concerning  bis  prospect  and  expecta- 
tions as  to  tlie  article  of  teiits  ;  and  if,  as  I  said 
before,  lliere  appears  n  sulficieiiey  for  tbe  whole 
army,  you  shall  most  willingly  linve  your  share. 
Silt,  if  there  b  not,  surely  that  army  whose  move- 
ment is  nncertaiii,  must  ^ive  up  itH  claiuis  for  the 
present  to  that  nhicli  niusl  itieviiablj  lake  the 
field  the  uioment  the  weatlier  will  admil,  nod 
must  continue  in  it  the  whole  campaign." ' 

Notwithstanding  this  reply,  Giitt's  persisted  in 
imputing  sectional  pnrtiulily  to  ihe  commnnder'in- 
chiefi  and  sought  to  impart  the  same  idea  li.i  Con- 
gress.     "  Eiiber  I  am  exceedingly  dull  or  unrea- 
lably  jeiilous,"  writes  he    to  bis   correspond  en  I 
I   Mr.  Lovell,  "if  I  do  uol  discover  by  ibe  style 
,   Hud  l«nor  of  ihe  letters  from    Morriatowii   how 
I    liltle  r  have  to  expect  irum    thence.     Generals 
'    an  so  far  like  pnreons,  they  are  till  for  cbri^Iening 
Iheir  own  child  first ;  but,  let  an  impartial  mod- 
emting  power  decide    between    us   and    do    not 
suffijr  Suutbem  prejudices  to  weigh  heavier  in  tbe 
bakiice  than  ibe  Norlhcrii."  ^ 

A  leller  fi-om  Mr.  Lovell.  dated  ihe  23d  of 
Muy,  put  an  end  lo  Ilie  suspense  of  the  gcnerul 
villi  respect  lo  his  position.  '■  Misconceptions  of 
pa»t  resolves  and  consequent  jealousies,"  writes 
he  "have  produced  a  dcHniiiou  of  rhu  Northern 
1  WaMmjIrm'i  Wi-itingt,  Sparkji,  It,  437. 
*  GMm'i  Paptrt,  S.  Y.  Hiat.  Lib, 
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department,  ami  Geneml  Scliuyler  is  onlered  lo 
take  commanil  of  it.  The  resolve,  also,  which 
WB3  llioiiglit  lo  ^j:  henil-quBrters  at  AILnidj,  is 
repealed." 

Such  n  resolve  had  actually  been  passed  on  the 
22d,  and  Albany,  Ticouderoga,  Fort  Stanwix. 
and  their  dependencies,  were  thenceforward  to  be 
considered  as  forming  ihe  Northern  depactmeiii. 
The  envoy  of  G»te^  bearing  the  letter  in  which 
he  had  carved  out  a  command  for  Schuyler  at 
Feekskill,  arrrived  at  Philadelphia  too  late.  The 
general  was  alrea<ly  provided  for. 

Sohnyler  was  received  with  open  arms  at  Al- 
bauy,  on  the  3d  of  June.  "  I  had  ilie  satisfac- 
tion," writes  he,  "to  experience  the  Rnest  feelings 
which  my  country  expressed  on  my  arrival  aud 
resp  point  men  t.  Tlie  day  after  my  arrival,  the 
whole  county  committee  did  me  the  honor  in  farm 
lo  congratulate  me." 

Gatei  was  still  in  All>any,  delaying  to  proceed 
with  General  FermoiB  lo  Ticonderogn  until  Ihe 
garrison  should  be  sufficienily  strengthened.  Al- 
ihoQgh  the  restolve  of  Con^resa  did  but  define  his 
position,  which  hnd  been  misnuderstood,  he  per- 
sisted in  conaidenng  himself  degraded ;  declined 
serving  under  General  Schuyler,  who  would  have 
given  him  the  po»<t  at  Ticouderoga  in  bis  absence ; 
andobtaining  permission  to  leave  the  deparlment, 
set  out  on  the  9ih  for  PbiladolpUia,  to  demand  re- 
dress of  Congress. 

General  SSt.  Clair  was  sent  to  take  command 
of  the  troops  nt  Ticonderoga,  accompanied  by 
General    Fermois.     As    ihe  whole  force  in  Ibe 
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Norllieni  deparlment  would  not  be  eutljcieiit  to 
^  oonimaii<l  tlie  eslenaive  works  there  un  buili  siiltis 
of  ilie  Uke,  St.  Cluir  wi^s  inHti-ucttHi  f>  be«i(iw  W\a 
Hral  aCleDlioii  in  rortifying  Mount  Iiulupetiiloiice, 
on  the  enat  siile,  Sclmyler  coiisiiieriiig  it  much  ihti 
most  defeusible,  and  that  it  tni^ht  be  iniulu  capu- 
ble  of  siul«initig  a  long  and  vigoroun  »\e^<i. 

"I  am  fully  convinced,"  writea  Iil-,  "-ilml  be- 
twei^n  two  Hiiil  (hrce  thousand  men  uiii  eiTvclually 
Mount    ludepeuileuce  aud    micul-o    tlie 


It  would  be  imprudent,  be  thouglii,  to  Htatiou 
tbe  greater  part  of  the  forces  at  Fort  Tiuinderoga ; 
as.  should  the  e»«mj  be  able  to  invest  il,  and  eut 
off  tlte  communication  with  (lie  muniry  un  the 
oifft  Ndc  it  might  expeiience  a  di»aister  biinilar  to 
that  at  Fort  W»<hiDgion. 

The  orders  of  Schuyler  to  officers  conimiindiiig 
poatf  ID  iLe  depurlment,  are  cluiriicleri£e<l  by  hie 
DhIcIi  atlentiun  lo  deaulinesg  as  to  the  quartera 
of  the  MtldierB,  Ui«ir  Unldiug.  clothing,  and  ecjuip- 

Ail  officer*  moDiiling  guard,  wtir«  to  iiave  their 
Iwir  drnnted  and  powdered.  The  adjulaut?  <if'  the 
BETiwI  c-urps  were  lo  be  punioularly  uirclol  that 
none  of  tbe  nuu-coinmiiHiiuoDd  oSicer£  and  nuldiers 
mount  guard  wilhuul  huriug  their  hair  dr«;i««d 
and  powdered,  tlieir  {■ersouB  perft^Iy  clean,  and 
tWir  anus  and  aocautremeutB  iu  the  idoM  (.-omplele 

friiile  ScliuyW  will!  thuB  pruviiliu^  for  the  te- 
curily  of  Tioonderugu.  and  unlurcing  •^leaulines* 
in  hie  deparuiieni,  Gaie»  wa^   wending  hit  way  lo 
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Fliiladelphia,  his  bosom  swelling  with  iiOHgiaftr; 
wrongs.  He  arrived  there  on  (lie  I81I1.  Tim  next 
day  at  hood,  Mr.  Roger  SliermHti,  an  Eastern 
delegate,  inrorrued  Cuii;;rea9  that  General  Gales 
was  waiting  al  tlie  door,  and  wislied  adinillance, 

"  For  wlint  purpose  ?  "  it  was  asked. 

"  To  cutnmuuitate  iulelligeuce  of  ImportRnce," 
replied  Mr.  Sliermati, 

Gates  was  aceordingly  ushered  in,  took  his  seat 
in  ail  elbow  chair,  and  proceeded  lo  give  some 
news  concerning  the  Indians ;  their  Trieudlj  dis- 
positions, their  delight  at  seeing  French  oflicen 
in  the  American  service,  and  other  matters  of  the 
kind  ;  then,  drawing  Torlh  some  papers  frotn  his 
pocket,  he  opened  upon  the  real  object  of  his 
visit ;  stating  From  his  iiuies,  in  a  flurried  and  dis- 
jointed manner,  the  easy  and  happy  life  he  liad 
lel^  lo  lake  up  arms  for  the  liberliea  of  America; 
find  how  strenuously  he  hnd  exerted  himself  in  ils 
defense ;  how  that  some  time  in  March  he  hnd  beeo 
appointed  lo  a  command  in  the  Northern  depurt- 
meut ;  but  that  a  few  dnys  since,  without  having 
given  any  cause  of  olfense,  without  accusation,  with- 
out trial,  without  hearing,  without  notice,  he  had 
received  a  resolution  by  which  he  was,  in  a  most 
disgraceful  manner,  superseded  in  his  command. 
Here  his  irritated  feeliugs  got  the  belter  of  his 
judgment,  and  he  indulged  in  angry  reproaches 
of  Congress,  and  recitals  of  a  conversation  which 
bad  taken  place  between  him  and  Mr.  Dunne,  n 
member  of  the  House,  whom  he  considered  his 
enemy.  Here  Mr.  Dunne  rose,  and  addressing 
himself  to  the  president,  hoped  tlie  general  would 
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obeeiTC  order,  »n<l  cease  any  personii]  observnlion^ 
as  lie  could  nol,  in  Cungreaa,  culer  iiitu  iiny  con- 
Iroverey  wiih  hiin  upon  the  siiljtct  ol"  li)rinei' 
coDveraatious. 

Other  of  the  members  look  fire ;  the  couduct 
of  the  gpoenil  was  prouonnced  di'srespectl'iil  U>  the 
House,  and  unworthy  of  hitnself,  and  it  w&a  moved 
and  secoiitled  timl  he  be  requested  lo  withdraw. 
Some  or  the  Easteru  delegates  opposed  lliu  motion, 
and  endeuvored  to  palliate  his  conduct.  A  wordy 
cltunur  etisued,  during  which  Llie  geuera.1  stood, 
his  papers  in  his  haTid,  endeavoring  seventl  liiues 
to  be  heard,  but  the  cliimor  iacreusiiig,  he  with- 
drew with  the  utmost  indignation.  It  was  then 
determined  llmt  he  should  not  again  be  admitted 
on  tlie  floor;  but  should  he  informed  thnt  Congress 
were  ready  and  willing  to  hear,  by  WHy  of  me- 
morial, any  grievances  of  which  he  miglit  hnve  to 
complaio.' 

I  LattBT  of  On  Hod.  Wm.  Duer.     Schuyler's  Pitptri. 


CHAPTER   VII. 

The  Hishliact  Puwa  of  Ibe  HuiImu.  — George  Cliiilon  in 
C<F'u  III  mill  or  the  Font.— Hi<  Umiiun*  for  DrfenM. — 
Cenfrulu  Greene  ■nJ  Knoi  eximine  lb«  SIMe  or  dm  Forts. 

—  Their  Ileport.  — The  GenenI  Camnuind  of  )]»  Budnon 
oSereil  Id  AmolJ.  —  Declined  bi-  him.  —  G\vm  In  Putnam. 

—  Appoinlment  of  Or.  Craik  in  Ihe  Uedicitl  DfparliiisDt. 

—  Expedition  planncil  «K*inM  Kart  Inilepenilenu.  —  But 
Relinquiihed.  — WaihiDKlnn  ihifts  hin  Camp  to  Uidillo. 
brook. —Slate  of  hi»  Amiv.- General  Powe  crewoB  inlo 
the  Jereeye.  —  Position  of  the  Two  AnnieBat  Middlelinmk 
and  tnhind  the  Baritan.  —  CoTreapondeiico  belwoen  Wnsh- 
iugtoD  uiil  Colonel  Keed. 

^*g|UE  HighUnJ  passes  of  llie  Hudwn.  al- 

jiiiictun».  General  MuDougitll  elill  comraaiKled 
at  Pei:kalii]l,  Niid  Genenil  George  Clinton,  who 
n»iileil  at  New  'Windsor,  iiiid  ooinniRiid  of  tbe 
Higlilaiid  forts.  Tlie  Inltcr,  at  llie  eiiiTicst  irquest 
of  Ihe  New  York  Conrention,  lutd  received  from 
Congresa  tlie  commiuid  of  brigndier-geueml  in  the 
ContiDCiilnl  array.  "  My  preofirioiis  stuie  of 
health  and  ivnnt  of  miliwry  knowledge,"  wriles 
lie,  "  wiidld  liave  rather  imliiced  tnu  to  have  led  a 
more  relired  life  thati  that  of  the  army,  had  I 
been  consulted  od  the  occasion  ;  bnt  ns,  early  iu 
the  present  conleat,  I  laid  it  down  as  a  miixim 


DEFENSES    OF    TRE  BUDSO.V.  7! 

not  to  refuse  my  best,  though  poor  services,  lo  lOj 
country  in  any  way  they  should  lliink  proper  ti 


till 


inploy  me,  1  a 


refuse  the  hoi 


r  .lu.i 


inlnieiit.    ■ 


appoiol 

He  WAS  perfectly  sincere  iu  whut  he  Bnid. 
George  Cliiitoti  wbb  one  nf  the  soldiers  of  the 
Revolutiou  who  served  from  a  sense  of  duty,  not 
from  military  iitclinatiou  or  a  thirel  for  glory.  A 
long  career  of  public  service  iu  vai-ious  ciipuciliea 
illuainiled  hie  modest  worth  and  devoted  putriot- 

When  the  "  unlmppy  affiiir  of  Peeksliill"  had 
ahu-med  (he  Conveutiou  of  New  York  for  tlie 
nafety  of  the  forts  on  the  Hir;hlnnd$,  Clinton, 
authorized  by  that  body,  had  ordered  out  part  of 
the  militia  of  Orange,  Dutchess,  and  Westchester 
TOUulies,  without  wnitiug  for  WHshingioii'a  ap- 
probation of  the  measure.  Ho  had  alreiigtheDed, 
aIm,  with  anchors  And  cables,  the  chain  drawn 
across  the  river  at  Fori  Montgomery.  "  Hud  the 
Convention  sutTered  me  lo  hare  paid  my  whole 
attention  to  this  business,"  writes  he  to  Washing- 
Ion  (18th  April),  "it  would  have  been  nearly 
completed  by  this  time." 

A  few  days  later  came  word  that  several  trans- 
port* were  anchored  at  Duhbs'  Ferry  in  the  Tap- 
pun  Sea.  It  might  be  intended  lo  divert  atten- 
tion from  a  movement  towards  the  Delaware ; 
or  to  make  Incursinns  into  the  country  back  of 
Marristown,  seize  on  the  passes  through  ttie  moun- 
tains, and  cut  olf  the  communication  between  the 
army  and  the  Hudson.  To  frustrate  such  a  de- 
1  Clinton  to  W„«t,ii.gio,i. 
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sign,  'WasluagioD  ordered  Clinton  to  post  na  good 
ti  uarober  of  ti\M)ps  from  liis  gnrrison  as  lie  could 
BpBfc,  on  the  moiiutaiiiB  west  of  the  river. 

In  the  month  of  May,  lie  miles  lo  General 
McDongnll :  "  The  imperfect  stiile  of  the  fonifi- 
caltODS  of  Fori  Montgomery  gives  me  great  un- 
easiness, because  I  think,  frora  a  concurrence  of 
circumslniicea,  thai  it  begins  to  look  as  if  the  en- 
emy intended  lo  turn  their  view  towards  the 
North  River  inateud  of  the  Delaware.  I  there- 
fore desire  that  General  George  Clinton,  and 
yourself,  will  fall  upou  every  mensure  to  put  the 
fortificiiliuiiB  in  puuh  a  stale  that  they  may  at  least 
resist  H  sudden  attack,  and  keep  the  enemy  em- 
ployed till  reinforcements  m»y  arrive.  If  the 
North  Kiver  ia  (beir  ohjecl,  they  cannot  accoin- 
plish  it  unless  they  withdmw  their  forces  from 
the  Jerseys,  and  tlint  tJiey  cannot  do  unknown  to 
to  us," 

On  the  I'Jth  of  May,  General  Greene  received 
instructions  from  Washington  to  proceed  lo  the 
HighlaiidK,  nud  examine  the  Sttile  and  condition 
of  the  forts,  especially  Fort  Montgomery:  the 
probability  of  an  attack  by  water,  the  practica- 
biliiy  of  an  approach  by  land ;  nhere  and  how 
this  could  be  eftl^ied,  and  the  eminences  whence 
the  forts  could  be  annoyed.  This  done,  and  the 
opinions  of  the  geiieml  officers  present  having 
been  coiisulteil,  he  was  to  give  such  orders  and 
make  such  disposition  of  the  troo[)9  as  might 
appear  necet^nry  for  the  greater  security  of  the 
piissen  by  land  and  water.  When  reconiioitering 
the  Highhitids  in  the  preceding  year,  Washington 
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Lad  remarki'd  &  wild  ami  ru^:»l  pass  on  l!ie  wtsl- 
em  side  of  ilia  Huilson  rouad  Bull  iJitI,  »  nx'tv, 
for^t-clml  mouiilHiii,  forming  mi  adraiioe  nuupntl 
at  the  enlnitice  lo  Pt^ksklll  Bny.  "Tlii^  pas^" 
be  observed,  "vliouM  ulso  b«  aiieridol  ru,  ka  rJu 
enen^  hy  a  coup  lU  main  tAouId  pottett  ttttmnrlnt 
of  it,  befoTK  a  mfficimt  furce  could  it  tu»emUtii  to 
oppote  tfitm."  Siib:i«quent  evviiii  will  illnstralc, 
thongli  iliirorlRiiHtelf,  llie  M^aoity  and  fortnight 
or  lilts  pnriiculnr  insiniciioii. 

General  Knox  was  asaocinled  wilh  General 
lis  vivit  (if  iuspecliiiii.  Ttiev  ex- 
niniueit  (tie  river  ntid  the  pB8s<!>i  of  ihe  IliuliLiiida 
in  (vnipaiiy  with  GenernU  McDougall,  Geor^ 
,  a:id  Anthony  TViiyiio,  Tlie  i»iter,  re- 
cenily  promoted  lo  the  rank  of  luigadier,  hmt 
just  returned  from  Tiuonderoga.  The  live  gen- 
erals made  a  joint  report  la  Wafiliin;;toii,  in  which 
they  recommunilcd  the  compktiou  ul'  ihe  oh^ruc- 
Uona  in  ihe  river  alreHdy  commenLvd.  These 
oonststed  of  a  hoom,  or  hedvy  iron  chain,  across 
■  from  Fort  Montgomery  to  Anthony's 
Nose,  with  cuhles  slrelehed  iu  front  to  brunk  ihe 
forcu  of  any  ship  under  way,  before  she  i^iild 
sii'iki;  it.  The  boom  was  lo  he  proiected  by  ifae 
guns  of  iwo  ships  and  two  row  galleys  slntioned 
just  nbore  it,  and  by  batleriee  on  shore.  This,  it 
wag  deemed,  wonlii  be  BulBcienl  lo  prevent  the 
enemy's  ships  from  ascvnding  thu  river.  If  these 
ohslructions  could  he  rendered  effective,  ihey  did 
not  think  the  euerny  would  ullempt  to  opcriile  by 
Und,  "  ibe  passes  through  the  Higlilauds  being 
so  exceedingly  diffii^ulc." 


UFz  or  WAiacfaTon. 


Tlti  |,iMii  il  ■■[■■■■I  iif  iTiii   B 
■  Miter  rf  D«op«  lo  be  aMnaltU  tiKre,  Mid  the 


*  cMfcr,  MtiTifr,  Md  j«4g- 


IB0  waft  wQgwi  by   wwfeiBgidtt  ta  AnoU  ^ 
iKEsg  tbas  paWd;  to  HMiiHl  Us  apJMiM  af 


Arnold,  ttowerer,  dedmed  to  aeaFpt  it.  !■  an 
BtWrriew  witb  Wadfainvton  at  Morrisiowa,  he  al- 
leged bu  anxietj  lo  proceed  b 
aeule  bis  poUieai 

'  lUj  w  Tcporto  bad  been  cii^ 
rw^^'H  iujarioiB  (o  hia  ^aracter  as  a  HHti  of  ia- 
legritj.  He  inteaded,  ihenifare,  lo  wait  <ki  CW- 
gftaa,  aad  mjtieat  a  CDatnaiUe  of  ioqnirj  into  lua 
tae&aA.  Boide.  be  did  not  ooeeider  ibe  promo- 
tiott  cmferrcd  on  bim  hj  CoogrvB  sulfieteai  to 
obviate  th^  previoos  neglect,  as  it  did  not  give 
bim  the  mnk  be  had  a  daim  to,  from  eeaioriljr  in 
Ifae  IJDe  of  brigadiers.  In  their  la^l  re^ve  re- 
spectiug  bim,  tbey  had  acknowledged  him  com- 
petent to  il«  Matioo  of  major-general,  aod.  ibere- 
fore,  luul  done  awaj  vnsrj  objectiou  implied  bj 
tbeir  fi>niM:r  ooiiMion.  With  tbese  ooosidemtioos 
be  proci-eded  to  Philadelpbia,  beaHog  a  letler 
from  WiUiliington  lo  ihe  President  tS  Cot^riess, 
CunnleriandDg  bia  complaints,  and  teatifying  to  tlie 
excellence  uf  bii  miliiory  cliBrscler.  We  may 
liere  add,  that  tbe  accu^uitiona  agniust  bim  were 
proDOunced  falte  and  slandi;roas  b;  tbe  Board  of 
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War ;  llint  ihe  report  of  tlie  bouril  was  confirmeil 
by  Congress,  but  that  Aruold  wrs  siill  left  Hg- 
grieveil  and  unredressed  in  point  of  rank. 

Tlie  important  command  of  tlie  Hudson  being 
declined  by  Arnold,  wuh  now  given  lo  Putnam, 
who  repaired  forlhwilh  lo  Feekskill.  General 
SIcDougall  WHS  requested  by  Wiisliinglon  to  aid 
the  vetemn  in  gaining  a  knowledge  of  ilie  post. 
"  Ton  are  well  ncquainled,"  writes  he,  "  with  the 
old  gentleman's  temper ;  he  ia  active,  disinterested, 
and  open  lo  coTiviclion." 

Puliiam  set  about  promptly  lo  carry  into  effect 
ibe  measures  of  security  which  Greene  nnd  Knos 
had  recommended ;  especially  the  boom  and  chain 
at  Fort  Montgomery,  about  which  General  George 
Clinton  had  busied  himself.  Putnura  had  a  pe- 
culiar fancy  foi*  river  obslruclious  of  the  kind.  A 
large  part  of  the  New  Yoi'k  and  New  England 
troops  were  stationed  at  Ibis  post,  not  merely  lo 
guard  the  Hiidsrm,  but  lo  render  aid  either  lo 
the  Eastern  or  Middle  SlalPa  in  case  of  exigency. 

About  this  time,  Washington  had  ihe  saiiafac- 
tion  of  drawing  near  to  him  his  old  friend  and 
tTavelling  companion,  Dr.  James  Craik,  (he  same 
who  bad  served  with  him  in  Bradilock's  cam- 
paign, and  had  voyaged  with  him  down  the  Ohio ; 
for  whom  he  now  procured  the  appointment  of 
assistant  direcior-geiieral  of  the  ho?pilul  de|»art- 
ment  of  the  Middle  drstn'cl.  which  inclnded  the 
Stales  between  llie  Hudi<on  and  the  Potomac 
In  offering  the  situation  to  Ihe  doctor,  he  writes, 
"  You  know  how  far  you  may  be  benefited  or  in- 
jured by  such  an  appointment,  and  whether  it  is 
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borre,  "Wayne,  Dehaas,  CoDway.  and  Maxwell. 
The-ae  were  spirartionerl  into  five  divisions  of 
two  brigttilea  each,  under  Major-geuerala  Greene, 
Stephen,  Sullivan,  Lincoln,  and  Stirling.  The 
artillery  was  coramandeil  by  Knox.  SiiUivaa, 
with  hiB  division,  was  stationed  on  tlie  right  at 
Princeton.  With  the  rest  of  his  force  Washing- 
ton fortified  himself  in  a  position  naturitlly  strong, 
among  hills,  in  tiie  rear  of  the  village  of  Middle- 
brook.  Hia  camp  was,  on  all  sides,  dillicult  of 
^proach,  and  lie  rendered  it  atill  more  bo  by  in- 
trenchraents.  The  high  grounds  alxxiC  it  com- 
manded a  wide  view  of  the  country  around 
Brunswick,  the  road  to  Fhiladelphiu,  and  the 
rse  of  the  Raritan,  so  tluit  the  enemy  could 
make  no  tmporunt  movement  on  land,  without 
lis  perceiving  it. 

It  was  now  the  beautiful  season  of  the  year, 

and  the  troops  from  their  height  beheld  a  fertile 

:   and  well  cuJdvated  country  spread  before  them, 

"  painted   with    meadows,  green    fields,  and   or- 

I  chards,  studded  with  villages,  and  affording  abiin- 

\  Bant  supplies  and  forage."     A  part  of  their  duty 

f  was  to  guard  it  from  the  ravage  of  the  enemy. 

[  while  tliey  held  themselves  ready  to  counteract 

his  moveraenta  in  every  direction. 

On  the  Slst  of  May,  reports  were  brought  to 
camp  tliat  a  fleet  of  a  hundred  sail  hnd  left  New 
■  York,  and  stood  out  to  sea.  Whither  bonud.  and 
how  freighted,  was  unknown.  If  they  carried 
troops,  tbeir  destiuaUon  might  be  Delaware  Bay. 
Eighteen  transjiorts,  also,  liad  arrived  ut  New 
York,  with  troops  in   tbreigu  uniforms.     Were 


so 
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tkej-  tboK  MhoA  !ud  been  b  Canada,  or  others 
■■■eibtelT  from  G«niuuijr?  Those  who  had 
iwwurtered  Ukid  with  passes  could  not  tell. 
AM  waa  HiUer  of  vaicm  conjecture. 

Lot  the  fleet  wiaA  lud  put  to  sea  should  be 
^amA  fardKT  KKitb  than  Delaware  Baj,  Wash- 
ngltaa  BBiaiUlT  wrote  tu  Patrick  Henry,  at  that 
tne  gwioiMN  of  Virginia,  |iiiiung  him  on  his 
gaai^  ''SlimiU  this  fleet  arrive  on  your  ixiast, 
aadi  Ab  okoij  attenqit  to  penetrate  the  country, 
«r  ■■&«  iacaraiotw.  I  wwild  recommend  llial  the 
OHfim  Bfipoahioa  be  made  by  parties  and  detacli- 
mtat^  «£  —^H'*,  vilbont  waitiikg  to  collect  a  large 
half.  I  Mm  «onvtoeed  that  this  would  be  nt- 
teaAd  vtib  Ae  most  salutary  conseqnences,  and 
Ait  greacer  tilitiiliigi  *  would  be  derired  from  it, 
^a  W  ALftiriag  du  opposition  till  yon  assem- 
ble ft  UMfcet  eqoal  10  that  of  the  enemy." 

Tic  troufs  n  fanign  nmjonna  which  had 
koied  frna  tke  transports,  prored  to  be  Ane- 
faAm%,  and  other  Gennan  merreiiaries ;  there 
wite  Btftwh  reinfbrceoieDts  also;  and,  what  was 
PhomIkIt  needetL  a  supply  of  tents  and  camp 
v^p^ige.  Sir  William  Howe  had  been  wait- 
ag  br  the  htter,  and  likewise  until  the  ground 
sktmM  he  totwed  with  -i«ss.t 

He  coantry  was  now  in  full  reidnre.  atfordiag 
*patii  fiw^e*  is  abondance,  and  all  tliltiga 
maed  to  Sr  VHSmb  propiiiouB  for  the  opeu- 
■g  of  the  ""T—y*  Early  in  June,  therefore, 
ha  gm  Hp  ea»  and  gayety,  and  luxurious  life 
1  Grtj  bribn  tbc   Home  of 
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at  New  York,  and  crossiug  iuto  the  Jerseys,  set 
up  his  lieail-quarters  at  Brunswick. 

As  soon  as  Waabington  asuerlnined  that  Sir 
William's  attention  was  coin[ilet«Iy  turned  lo  this 
quarti^r,  ho  <Ietermiii[Hi   Ui  strengthen  his  pusition 

j  with  all  the  force  that  could  bo  spared  froru  other 
pnru,  BO  aa  lo  be  able,  in  case  a  favorable  opjwr- 
tuiiity  presenLerl,  to  make  an  attack  upon  the  en- 
emy ;  in  the  mean  time,  he  would  harass  them 
widi  his  light  militia  troops,  aided  by  a  few  Con- 
tiseniftla.  so  as  to  weakeu  their  numbers  by  con- 
tinual akirmishes.  With  this  view,  he  ordered 
General  Putnam  to  send  down  most  of  the  coa- 
^npntitl    troops   from    PeekskiU,  leaving   only   a 

1  number  sufhcient,  in  conjunctiou  with  the  militia, 
to  guard  that  pust  against  surprise.  They  were  to 
proceed  in  three  divbions,  under  Generals  Par- 

V  Mins,  McDougall,  and  Glover,  nt  one  day's  march 

'   distant  from  each  other. 

Arnold,  in  tills  critical  juncture,  had  been  put 
L  command  of  Philadelphia,  a  post  which  he 

'  bad  been  induced  to  accept,  although  the  ques- 
tjon  of  rank  had  not  been  luljuated  to  his  satis- 
&cLion.  Hla  command  embraced  the  western 
hank  of  the  Delaware  with  all  its  furd^  and 
passes,  and  he  took  up  his  station  there  with  a 
strong  body  of  militia,  supported  by  a  few 
Contiuentuls,  to  oppose  any  attempt  of  the 
enemy  to  crivis  the  river.  He  was  instructed 
by  Washington  to  give  him  notice  by  expresses, 
postetl  on  the  road,  if  any  fleet  should  appear 
I  Delaware  Bay;    and  to  endeavor  lo  concert 
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they  those  which  had  1>een  in  Canada,  or  others 
immediately  from  Germauy?  Those  who  had 
recoimoitcred  them  with  ghisses  could  not  tell. 
All  was  matter  of  anxious  conjecture. 

Lest  the  fleet  which  had  put  to  sea  should  be 
bound  further  south  than  Delaware  Bay,  Wash- 
ington instantly  wrote  to  Patrick  Henry,  at  that 
time  governor  of  Virginia,  putting  him  on  his 
gnard.  "  Should  this  fleet  arrive  on  your  coast, 
and  the  enemy  attempt  to  penetrate  the  country, 
or  make  incursions,  I  would  recommend  that  the 
earliest  opjiositJon  be  made  by  parties  and  detach- 
ments of  Riilitta,  without  watting  to  collect  a  large 
body.  1  3B1  convinced  that  this  would  be  at- 
tended with  the  most  sulntary  consequences,  and 
that  greater  advantages  would  be  derived  Irom  it, 
than  by  deferring  the  opposition  till  you  assem- 
ble ft  number  equal  to  thnt  of  the  enemy." 

The  troops  in  foreign  uniforms  which  had 
landed  from  the  transjiorts,  proved  to  he  Ans- 
pachers,  and  other  German  mercenaries ;  there 
were  British  remtbrcemenis  also;  and,  what  was 
particularly  needed,  a  supply  of  tents  and  camp 
equipage.  Sir  William  Howe  had  been  wait- 
ing for  the  latter,  and  likewise  until  the  ground 
should  be  covered  with  grass.^ 

The  country  was  now  in  fiill  verdure,  affording 
"  green  fomge "  in  abundance,  and  all  things 
seemed  to  Sir  William  propitious  for  the  open- 
ing of  Ihe  campaign.  Early  in  June,  therefore, 
he  gave  up  ease  and  gayety,  and  luxurious  life 

■  Evidence  of  Major-geaer^   Gny  before   (he   Uoois  at 
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r  it  New  Vork,  and  ( 


ing  into  the  Jerscya,  set 


LIB  heiu)-<]uarters  a 

s  Boon  as  Washington  ascerlAinetl  that  Sir 

iam's  atteulion  was  completely  turueil  lo  this 
I  ^uart«r,  he  determiiieii  to  strengthen  bis  position 
I  'With  all  the  force  that  could  be  spared  from  other 
j  parts,  so  as  to  be  able,  id  case  u  fiirorable  ogipor- 
I  tnnity  |iresent«it,  to  make  an  attack  npou  the  en- 
I.Mny:  iu  the  meao  time,  he  would  hniu^s  them 
I  with  his  light  oulitia  troops,  aided  by  a  few  Con- 
I  ^neDtals,  so  as  Ui  we»keu  their  nuiutwra  by  con- 
I  tinual  skirmishes.  AVith  this  view,  he  ordered 
r'Geiieml  Futnani  to  send  dowa  most  of  the  con- 
l.tiueutal  troops  from  Feekskill,  leuving  only  a 
I  Bumber  sufficient,  in  conjunction  with  tlie  militia, 
K  to  gtuird  tliat  post  against  surprise.  They  were  to 
■'proceed  in  three  tlivisions,  under  Generals  Par- 
I  Bons,  UcOougall,  oiid  Glover,  at  one  day's  march 
I  distant  from  each  olber. 

Arnold,  in  this  critical  Juncture,  had  been  put 
[  in  command  of  Philudelfihio,  a  post  which  be 
I  had  beon  induced  to  accept,  although  the  <jues- 
[  tion  of  rank  had  not  been  adjusted  to  his  satis- 
I  fitction.       His  command  embraced   the  western 

t  of  the  Dolsware  with  all  its  foi-ds  and 
[posses,  and  he  took  up  his  station  there  with  a 
I  strong  body  of  militia,  supported  by  a  few 
I'  Cuutineutals,  lo  oppose  any  attempt  of  the 
■  enemy  lo  cross  the  river.  He  was  instructed 
\  bj  Washingtuli  to  give  him  notice  by  expresses, 
I  potted  on  the  road,  if  any  fleet  should  appear 
I  in  Delaware  Gay;    and  to  endeavor  to  concert 
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"  A  laie  perusal  of  the  letters  you  hoiioreil  rae 
witi)  Ht  Cninbriilge  and  New  York,  Inst  year,  af- 
forded  me  a  inelancholy  pleasure.  I  cannot  Iielp 
ackiiomleilgiug  my^eir  deeply  nfiecicd,  in  a  com* 
parisoti  with  those  which  I  liave  tioce  receired. 
I  should  nol,  my  dear  air,  have  trenpaBBed  on  yonr 
time  and  patience  at  this  joDcture  so  long,  but 
that  a  former  letter  upon  this  subject  I  fear  bas 
miacnrried ;  and  whatever  may  be  my  future  des- 
tination and  course  of  life,  I  could  not  support  the 
reflection  of  being  thought  ungrateful  and  insincere 
to  a  friendship  which  was  equally  my  pride  and 
my  pleasure.  May  God  Almighty  crown  your 
virtue,  my  dear  and  much  respected  general,  with 
deserved  success,  an<l  make  your  life  as  happy 
and  honorable  to  yourself  as  it  has  been  useful  to 
your  country," 

The  heart  of  Washington  was  moved  by  this 
appeal,  and  though  in  the  midst  of  military  prep- 
arations, with  a  hostile  army  at  hand,  he  detained 
Colonel  Reed's  messenger  long  enough  to  write 
R  short  letter  in  reply :  "  to  ihank  you,"  said  he, 
"as  I  do  most  sincerely,  for  the  friendly  and  afieo- 
tionate  sentiments  contained  in  yours  towards  me, 
and  to  assure  you  that  I  am  perfectly  convinced 
of  the  sincerity  of  them. 

"  True  it  is,  I  ftit  myself  hurt  by  a  certain  ht- 
ter,  which  appeared  at  that  time  to  be  the  echo 
of  one  from  you;  I  was  hurt  —  not  because  I 
thought  my  judgment  wronged  by  the  expressions 
contained  in  it,  but  because  the  same  sentiments 
were  not  communicated  immediately  to  myself. 
The  favorable    manner  in  which  your   opioioos, 


^ 


»0= 


REPLY  TO  REED.  85 

upon  all  occasions,  bad  been  received,  the  inipres- 
ilioiis  tliey  miidu,  and  the  unreserved  mani^er  in 
which  I  wished  and  required  them  lo  he  given, 
entitled  me,  I  thought,  lo  your  sdvica  upon  any 
point  in  wliicli  I  appeared  to  be  wimtiiig.  To 
meet  with  anything,  then,  that  carried  wiib  it  a 
complexion  of  withholding  that  advice  from  n)e, 
and  censuring  my  conduct  lo  another,  was  such 
RO  arguinenl  of  disingenuity,  that  I  was  not  a.  lit- 
tle mortified  nl  it.     However,  I  ant  perfectly  eat- 

ied  that  mailers  were  not  as  they  appeared  from 
letter  alluded  to." 

Washington  was  not  of  a  distiniatful  Bpiril. 
From  this  moment,  ne  are  told  that  all  estrange- 
ment  disappeared,  and  the  ancient  relations  of 
friendly  confidence  between  bim  and  Colonel  Iteed 
were  restored.'  His  whole  conduct  throughout 
affair  bears  evidence  of  his  candor  and  mag- 

I  X{/V  tfBad,  by  bii  grandMn. 
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mitrch  to  the  Delawnre;  but  WHshiiigli 
to  be  deceived,  "  The  enemy  will  not 
way,"  sftid   he,  "  until  Ihey  have  given 

a  wver«  blow.  The  risk  would  be  to 
aliempi  to  cross  a  river  where  they 


love  that 

lis  army 

great  to 

expect 


to  meet  a  rormiduble  opposition  in  front,  and 
would  have  such  a  force  »b  ours  in  ilieir  rear." 
He  kept  oil  [he  heiglila,  therefore,  nud  strength- 
ened his  inlrenchments. 

BatHe<l  Id  iliese  HUempts  to  draw  his  caiitinns 
adver^iiry  info  h  general  action,  Howe,  on  the 
19tli,  suddenly  broke  np  his  camp,  and  pretended 
lo  return  with  some  precipitation  to  Brunswick, 
burning  as  be  went  several  VHluable  dwelliiig- 
iiouaes.  Washington's  light  troops  hovered  round 
the  enemy  as  iiir  as  the  Raritau  and  Millstone, 
which  secured  their  ttanks,  would  permit ;  but  the 
main  army  kept  to  its  Blronghold  on  the  heights. 

On  the  next  day  came  warlike  news  from  the 
North.  Amesbury,  a  British  ppy,had  been  seized 
and  examiued  by  Sciuiyler.  Biirgoyne  was  stuled 
OS  being  arrived  at  Quebec  to  command  the  forces 
iu  an  invasion  from  Ciinnda.  While  he  advanced 
with  his  main  force  by  Lake  Cliamplain,  a  delach- 
ment  of  British  troops,  Canadians  and  Indians, 
led  by  Sir  iloiin  Johnson,  was  to  penetrate  by  Os- 
V^o  to  the  Mohawk  River,  and  place  itself  be- 
tween Fort  Slanwix  and  Fort  Edward. 

If  this  iiiformniion  was  correct,  Tionderoga 
would  soon  be  attacked.  The  force  Ihero  might 
be  Boflicient  for  its  defenee,  but  Schuyler  would 
have  no  troops  to  o]i|tose  the  inroad  of  Sir  John 
Jobiisorj,  and  he  uigcd  a  re iii force meut.      Wash- 
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nHonass  lo  ai  op  d 
^  StOL  ie  tbe  i 
wwwr.   Ik>  ifaMb^.  ttut  aUSty  at  tfw  ummj   to 

ippMr  Hwc  SnrjpiaMi  bit  bmm^  anv  nuftv^ 
■Mto  fit»  Einopik.     ffgyklw  odnU  oat  ■ 


ID  buU  ikai 

Mlnuk.  Biirgrivne  ocTtnuiIr  wnofil  mTsr  In***  ft 
LD  llis  rBHr.  :iinL  if  bo  innalijil  it.  be  <r>HiId  nuC 
iuiBB  J.  itulfiuicut  tnuobiir  kll.  id  •eml  <■■»  bmf*  ed 
OHngu  lUtil  LkuwilKr  to  <nil  off  tim  uununiiiinscuiiM 
buwBnu  fc''jri  BJwtmt  oinl  Fort  (4«in;p.  S<irf« 
WMi  Vatiiini^Uiii's  nautoniitg.  ii>  ;l  repi*  <»  SvriiiTler. 
lu.  tfatt  nnskD  ame.  be  ivuuuwl  tii^  intini  imtlurnEil 
))]>  Umm  i>««  rnnun  ;  Itn^ing  Ituia  Uie  huiglUB  a 
*igitMi(  Ufa  ii|iutt  GtiiwrBl  Unws. 

Ob  tbe  £^  Sir  Wiiliuit  i^ii  murjied  ont  of 
BruncMiick.  Uu  ilu»  tuno  prwnK>te<i  iuwotiIg  Ant' 
bii^a  agiuu  bumiug  -^eveml  tiineiif!  uu  itit  waj  : 
Irapiu^  puriiapF^  ill&t  the  "ij^  'if  <.nlliiliri»  uf 
anuke  DfriiiK  friHu  it  ntva^otl  o«>uilrT  'irtiuiil  iiriliilt! 
Um  AmBTtuuis  lutii  pronika  jui  itUack.  Witsliiop' 
Mm  MmI  tiui  tllrea  bri^iiiIeA  ainier  <M««nil  Graena 
to  iaii  iifMu  iIh  renr  u<~  llxa  etwiDj-.  wliil«  AtmvMt 
iuiag  upuu  tliuir  skjtts  nilii  hb-  ritfciiM it.  Al  the 
MUIM  UiuB  itM  army  reiiuuiiuj  pitrWt»l  no  tha 
ttBit^Itls.  tnsnily  lo  viisid  ^upjurt.  \[  maownnrr. 

Iliui  [Jiiwti  tuttl  LM.-IUKII7  -cut  tiis  Htmvy 
piawl  pan  ol'  bis  ihmim  over  10  Suiifin  bJ- 
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Biid  by  a  bridge  of  bonis  wliich  liu  Imd  tlirowu 
ocroas,  Washiugloti,  ou  the  34lli,  htl  the  heighia 
aiid  deaceiidbtt  lo  Qiiibhletown  (now  New  M»rket), 
eiz  or  HevfD  miles  on  the  road  lo  Amboy,  to  be 
nearer  ut  hand  for  llie  pralection  of  his  advanced 
parties ;  while  Lord  Sliding  with  his  division  and 
Buiue  light  troops  was  at  Matouchiu  vLuri^li,  closer 
to  the  enemy's  lines,  lo  watch  their  rnoliojis,  and 
be  ready  to  harass  tliem  while  crossing  lo  the  isU 
dud. 

General  Howe  now  lliought  he  had  gained  his 
point.  Recalling  those  who  had  cros.'eil,  he  formed 
bia  troops  into  two  columjis.  the  right  led  by  Corn- 
wullia,  ihe  led  by  himself,  and  miiruhed  back 
rapidly  by  differerii  rouies  from  Amboy.  He  had 
three  objects  in  view  :  to  cut  off  the  principal  ad- 
vanced parties  of  the  Americans  ;  to  [»ine  up  with 
and  bring  lite  main  body  into  an  engiii;eniciit  near 
Quibbletowa  ;  or  that  Lord  Cornwulli^  making  a 
considerable  circuit  lo  the  right,  should  lurn  the 
left  of  Wasbiiigton's  poaitiou,  get  to  iLe  heights, 
take  pi»sessioD  of  ibe  passes,  and  oblige  hiui  to 
abaudou  thai  stronghold  where  he  hud  hitherto 
been  BO  secured 

Wiisbinglou,  however,  had  timely  nolicu  of  bis 
movements,  and  penetrating  bin  design,  regniued 
his  forlilied  camp  at  Middlebrook,  aiid  secured  the 
paMes  of  the  moiinlains.  He  tlten  detached  a 
body  of  light  troops  under  Briginlier-geneml  Scolt, 
together  with  Morgan's  riflemen,  lo  hang  ou  the 
flank  of  ihe  enemy  and  watcb  tlieir  motions. 

Comwullis,  in  bis  circuitous  inarch,  dispersed 
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die  lishc  pmrfe*  jf  die  jJttuici*.  but  ^  in  with 
LiJri  >rir:in.i"*  ii  vision,  ^ariiiiriy  p«wte»i  in  :i  wnt>ir 
eitiricrv.  xiin  twhW  wvfjn^I  bv  :irtillerr  *tBlictoi2:^T 
•iispo?**!.  A  ^itrp  ^nnL»ti  eic^uei.  -rfaen  the 
A!nerTL»!ins  rive  mj  ami  r^tp»!aieii  :o  die  hiIL», 
rfth  die  jjs*  'jt"  4  :ew  men  lEui  din?e  deiil-orece* ; 
vhile  :iie  BntiMi  imte«i  it  We^ctitfiil.  'lisappoinced 
:u  the  main  ipirt^.T*  oi  i)im\t  enterrjrse.  Thev 
remain*-' i  it  ^-.-srnei.i  until  :iie  :»iterrnH)n  of  the 
17th.  when  they  in«iv»^i  ruvvani  Sumikiuirii  tm>w 
Rali'-vriy;.  liiimlenri!;  ill  ;)«;{fjn}  :heai,  .in<{«  it  is 
"•HiM,  ^>iimi!i:x  -ievt-mi  aoit^;*:  bur  pnr*ue<i  :uni 
!!fints«e«i   :iie   -viiuie   w;iv  jv  rhe   Amttncan   lUHiC 

Pen.tiviiiu  :hjit  ^trv^rv  ^'heme  of'  bHusrns:  the 
.VmeneHii?-  'o  i  jjuemi  .letion.  or  :it  ieiist  ot'  with- 
•hn'vinu  'iiL-m  rmm  '.iieirsininiriioi«ls  vv;tJ  rvmieretl 
abortive  ijv  rhe  <.'Hution  init  rinmence  -jr  W:u*ii- 
ios£Cou,  ui'l  :i»vnn*  or*  :he  •nmine'**  or*  atTeinptin«; 
to  manrh  'u  ititi  Dela^vare.  :hnjii!i:»i  n  'i«»t:Ie  'Wun- 
xry,  with  -^ich  .»  ri)!^.*-  in  iiis^  rear,  .^ir  WTlliiim 
Hi} we  bpike  :jp  iii*  iieHj-«{iianei>  .it  Ami»«>y  .m 
the  litei  'ii'  Jiiut;.  Ill' I  'jrrjstie*!  »ver  to  Stiiten  L^rinii 
ou  tile  tliiafiiii;  bniii:^;  :  :ii>  rniupt*  that  ^Te^e  en* 
eHUipti*i  'ippt^ite  to  .VjniK>y  <tnu-k  tiietr  tents  'in 
the  riiUovvintp  Juv.  ami  mamitf«i  >jif  :n  rhe  oIi{ 
OHinpiiii^  j:r*niiMi  tin  tiie  bay  of  New  Yv»rk  :  the 
diiips  *pii  -niiier  way.  and  inuve*!  down  round  the 
u^nud :  and  it  was  soon  apparent,  that  at  lenirth 
the  enemy  had  reaily  tivainiate«i  the  •lei^e^'s. 

The  •|ues(ion  novv  was*  wiiat  would  i)e  their 
next    move  ?      A  ;^reHt   ?tir    inionic  tlie  ^liippin? 

I  Loiter  :w  the  l*r«^ideIU  -ji  «.^ou^r«nM,  Ath  .Iiuie,  1777. 
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seemed  to  indicnie  nn  expedition  by  water.  But 
whither?  Circumainnces  occurred  to  perplex  the 
question. 

Scarce  hsd  the  last  lent  been  struck,  and  the 
Ust  tninsporl  disappeared  from  before  Ambny, 
when  intelligence  arrived  from  Genenil  Si.  Clair, 
nntiouneiiig  the  appearnnce  of  n,  hostile  fleet  oti 
Lnke  Champiain,  and  ihni  IjcnerHl  Burgoyae  with 
the  whole  Canada  arniy  was  approaching  Ticon- 
derogn.  The  judgment  am!  circumspection  of 
Wasliington  were  never  more  severely  put  to  the 
pnxif.  Was  thL'<  merely  a  diversion  with  a  small 
force  of  lij^ht  troops  and  Indians,  intended  to  oc- 
cupy tlie  attention  of  the  Aiaerican  forces  in  that 
quarter,  while  the  main  body  of  the  army  in 
Cannila  should  come  round  by  sea,  and  form  a 
jtinciino  with  the  army  ander  Howe  ?  But  Gen- 
eral Burgnjlie,  in  Wnshington's  opinion,  was  a 
mnn  nf  too  much  spirit  aud  enterpn!H3  to  return 
from  England  merely  to  execute  n  plan  from  which 
no  konor  waa  lo  be  derived.  Did  lie  really  intend 
10  break  through  by  the  way  of  Ticonderoga  ? 
In  that  ease  it  must  he  Howe's  plan  to  cooperate 
with  him.  Had  all  the  recent  maneuvers  of  the 
eneiny  in  the  Jerseys,  which  had  appeared  so 
eiiicmatical  lo  Witshinglou,  been  merely  a  strat- 
agem to  amuae  iiim  until  they  should  receive  in- 
telligence uf  the  movements  of  Burgoyne  ?  If 
so.  Sir  William  must  soon  throw  off  the  mask. 
His  next  move,  in  snch  case,  would  lie  lo  ascend 
ibe  niid»>n,  seize  on  the  Highland  pai'see  before 
Washington  eonid  fbnn  a  union  with  the  troops 
stationed    there,  and   thus   open   the   way  for  the 
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lakiug  ill  three  weeks'  supply  of  v 


prov- 


ender. All  ihis  iiidicaleii  some  olber  desliiiation 
than  lliat  of  ttie  Hudson.  Lest  an  Htlcmpt  on 
tbe  EHsiern  Stales  should  be  iniended,  Waahiug- 
IDD  sent  a  circular  to  ilieir  governors  to  put  them 
on  their  guard. 

In  the  inidal  of  his  various  cares,  his  yeoman 
soldiery,  the  Jersey  militia,  were  not  forgotten. 
It  was  their  harvest  lime:  and  the  Siaie  being 
evacuated,  there  was  no  immediate  chII  for  iheir 
services ;  he  dismissed,  therefore,  almost  the  whole 
of  them  to  their  homes. 

Captain  Gray  don,  whose  memoirs  we  have 
herelorore  had  occasion  to  quote,  paid  a  visit  to 
the  camp  at  this  juncture,  in  company  with  Col- 
onel Miles  and  Major  West,  all  Amerlcim  prison- 
ers on  Long  Ifhmd,  but  who  bad  been  lilierated 
on  parole.  Graydon  remarks  that,  to  their  great 
Burpri'ie,  they  saw  no  military  parade  upon  their 
journey,  nor  any  indication  of  martial  vigor  on 
the  part  of  the  country.  Here  and  there  a  militia 
man  with  his  contrasted  colored  cape  and  facings ; 
donbtlesB  some  one  who  hud  received  his  furlough, 
and  wa;  bound  borne  to  his  farm.  Cnpiaina,  ma- 
jors, and  colonels  abounded  in  the  hiuil,  hut  were 
not  to  be  found  at  the  bead  of  their  men. 

When  he  arrived  at  the  camp,  he 
uothiug  whieli  deserved  the   name  of  army. 
was  told,  indeed,"  remarks  he, '    ' 
weakened  by  detachments,  and  I  was  glad  to  find 
there  was  some  cause  for  the  present  paucity  of 
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innndeil  respect,  rarely  inspired  by  one  of  liia 
years,  liia  juvenile  appearance  and  buoyant  tipirit 
made  him  a.  univeranl  fuvorite.  Harrison,  llie 
"oi<l  secrelary."  mucli  his  senior,  looked  upon  him 
with  an  almost  piiternal  eye,  and  regiirding  bis 
diininiilive  size  and  loneriog  spirit,  used  to  call 
bim  "the  little  lion;"  while  Washingion  would 
now  and  then  ^peak  of  him  by  the  cherishing  ap- 
pellation of  "  laj  hoy."  ' 

The  following  ia  Graydon's  amusing  account  of 
Wayne,  whom  he  visited  at  his  quarlers.  "  He 
entertained  the  most  sovereign  coiiteinj.t  for  llie 
enemy.  In  his  confident  way,  he  ntftrmed  thnt 
the  two  armies  had  interchanged  their  origimd 
modes  of  warfiire.  That  for  our  parity,  we  bad 
thrown  awny  the  vhovel,  and  the  ISriiish  hud 
tAken  it  up ;  as  they  dared  not  iiice  us  without 
the  cover  of  an  intrenchment.  I  maile  some  al- 
lowance for  the  fervid  manner  of  the  general,  wlio, 
though  unquestionably  as  brave  a  miiti  an  any  in 
the  army,  was  nevertheless  somewhat  aitdicied  to 
the  vaunting  style  of  Marshal  Villers,  n  man  who, 
like  himself,  could  light  aa  well  as  brag." 
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le  laic  Mn.  Itomill. 


KOTE.  —  A  Ycterut  Dffluer  uf  the  RHvolutton  used  to  (peal 
IB  bii  old  il*)-a  uF  Uie  oooision  on  which  he  flrsl^aaw  Hainil 
ton.  IlirtdlarinBtlie  ro«iiior»ble  relre«t  llirougli  the  Jerseyi 
"iDoUrad."  Mid  he.  "m  riiulh,  ■  men!  Blripiini;,  !niHll.  elfii 
der,  almnaC  delicate  in  frame,  iturebing  befliiic  ■  pirce  uf  ai 
tillery,  wilh  ■  vockcd  bit  pulled  down  over  his  ej'».  B[ 
pmutlf  lost  in  iliDUghi,  -wiih  b»  hind  mting  on  the  cannor 
and  ftry  nov  and  then  paltlng  it  as  he  innied,  u  If  it  wer 
a  farnrile  liuree,  ur  ii  pel  plaything;." 
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-The  Plui.  —  Cnmpositiim 
of  Ibc  Inrmiling  Armj-.  — Sthoyler  on  lbs  Alert.  — His 
SpaunlitionB  u  lo  ths  Enemy's  DrsigiiB.  —  Burgnvne  on 
Uke  Clumpliiii.  — Hia  War-ipcech  lo  hi*  Indi«n'Alliei. 
—  Signi  of  bu  Appronrh  ileiicried  from  Tici>nd*ro([ii  — 
CorretpoDdence  on  tbe  Subject  tnlweea  St.  Clair,  Major 
LivJngalon,  uid  Scbuyter.  —  Burguyiie  Jtilreuchcs  atti 
Ticon<lflrog« — Hb  FroeUmatiDn.  —  Schuyler's  ExertionB 
•I  Albany  (t.  forward  Reinforce  ments.  —  Rears  that  Ticon- 
denjga  is  Evacualed —  MyslerioDB  disappunnce  of  St. 
Clair  «ad  Bis  Troupg.  —  AnuueDieut  and  Concera  of  Wuh- 
inglon.  — Urden  Bcioforcemeals  [o  Schuyler  it  Fort  Ed- 
ward, and  In  Putnam  at  FeekskiEl.  — Advances  wilh  his 
Main  Army  to  Ihe  Clore.  —  Hbllopeftil  Spirit  maiiirested. 

HflG  nrmament  advancing  iigititiBt  Ticon- 
roga,  of  whidi  Geueral  St.  Clair  liad 
I  given  intelligence,  was  not  n  mere  di- 
version, but  a  regtileir  iuvasion ;  [he  plan  of 
wliicli  had  l^een  devised  by  the  king.  Lord 
George  Germaine,  and  General  Burgoyne,  the 
1att«r  having  returned  to  Eng1:iud  from  Oinada 
in  the  preceiling  year.  The  junction  of  the  two 
armies  —  that  ill  Canada  and  that  under  Gen- 
eral Howe  in  New  York  —  was  considerefl  tlie 
speediest  mode  of  quelling  the  reljellion ;  and  as 
the  security  and  gocid  guverument  of  Canada 
retjuired  the  presence  of  Governor  Sir  Guy  Carle- 
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lOD,  thre«  tliousand  men  were  to  remiuD  there  with 
him  J  the  rcsuiue  of  the  army  was  to  be  euijiloyecl 
npon  two  expeditioDH;  the  ooe  under  General 
Burgojne,  who  was  to  force  his  way  to  Albany, 
the  other  under  Lieui^naot-colouel  St.  Leger,  who 
was  10  muke  a  dJveruoD  od  the  Mohawk  Bivei'. 

The  iuTadiiig  army  was  composed  of  tliree 
thousand  sereo  hundred  and  tweuty-tbur  British 
rank  and  Hie,  three  tlioasand  sixteen  Germans, 
mostly  BruuEwickers,  two  hundred  and  fifty  Cana- 
dians, Hud  four  hundred  Indiuns ;  beside  these 
there  were  four  hondred  and  seveuiy-three  artil- 
lery men,  iu  all  nearly  eight  thousand  men.  The 
army  wae  admirably  appointeiL  Its  brass  train 
of  artillery  was  extolled  as  perliapN  tlie  tinest 
ever  allotted  to  an  army  of  the  size.  Geneisl 
Phillips,  who  commanded  the  artillery,  had  gained 
great  reputation  in  the  wars  iu  Germany.  Brig- 
adier-generals Fraser,  Powel,  and  Hamilton,  were 
also  officers  of  distinguiiihet]  merit.  So  was  M^or- 
general  the  Baron  Hiedesel,  a.  Brnnswicker,  who 
commanded  tlie  German  troops. 

While  Burgoyue  with  the  main  force  proceeded 
from  St.  John's,  Colonel  81.  Leger,  with  a  de- 
tachment of  regulars  and  Coiiudlans  about  seven 
hondred  strung,  was  to  land  at  Oswego,  and, 
guided  by  Sir  John  Johnson  at  the  head  of  tiis 
loyalist  volunteers,  tory  refugees  from  his  former 
neighborhood,  and  a  body  of  Indians,  was  10 
enter  the  Mohawk  country,  draw  the  attention 
of  General  Schuyler  in  that  direction,  attack 
Fort  Stanwijc,  and,  having  ravaged  the  valley 
of  the  Mohawk,  rejoin   Burgoyne  at   Albany ; 
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wbere  it  was  expected  they  would  miike  a  tri- 
nmphaut  Junction  with  the  army  of  Sk  WLIiam 

General  Burgoyne  left  St,  John's  on  the  IGth 
of  June.  Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  his  buoy- 
aut  aQticijKition  of  a  triumphant  progress  throagb 
the  country,  by  the  mnnifolil  uud  lumbering  ap- 
pnrtenances  of  a  European  camp  with  which  liis 
army  was  encumbered.  Id  this  respect  he  had 
committed  the  same  error  in  his  campaign  through 
a  wilderness  of  lakes  and  forests,  tliat  bnd  once 
embarrassed  Uie  unfortunate  Brad  dock  in  bis 
march  acroas  the  mountains  of  Virginia. 

Schuyler  was  uncertain  as  to  the  plana  and 
force  of  the  enemy.  If  iuformutioii  gaUiered 
from  scouts  and  a  captured  spy  might  lie  relied 
on,  Ticonderoga  would  soon  be  attacked  :  but  he 
trusted  the  garrison  was  suflicient  to  maintain  it. 
This  information  he  transmitted  to  Washington 
from  Fort  Edward  on  the  16th,  the  very  day 
that  Burgoyne  embarked  at  St.  John's. 

On  the  following  day  Schuyier  was  at  Ticon- 
deroga. The  works  were  not  in  snch  a  atate  of 
fbrwardneas  ns  he  had  anticipated,  owing  to  the 
tardy  arrival  of  troops,  and  the  want  of  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  artificer.  The  works  in  ques- 
tion related  chiefly  to  Mount  Inrte]>eTidence,  a 
high  drcolar  bill  on  the  east  side  of  the  lake, 
immediately  opposite  to  the  old  fort,  and  condd- 
ered  the  most  defensible.  A  star  fort  with  pickets 
crowned  the  summit  of  [he  hill,  which  was  table 
laud ;  half  way  down  the  side  of  the  hill  was  a 
battery,  and  at  its  foot  were  strongly  intrenched 
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works  well  mouDtetl  with  cannon.  Here  tbe 
French  General  de  Fermois,  who  had  charge  of 
this  fort,  was  pouted. 

As  this  pan  of  Lake  Champltun  is  narrow,  a 
couueotiun  wrb  kept  up  between  the  two  forts  by 
a  fluatiu^  brtilge,  supported  on  twenty-two  sunken 
[ners  in  caisaons,  tiirmeil  of  very  strong  timber. 
Between  the  piera  were  separate  tloata,  fifty  feet 
long  auil  twelve  feet  wide,  strongly  connected  by 
iron  ebaiua  and  rivets.  On  the  north  ade  of  the 
bridge  was  a  boom,  composed  of  large  pieces  of 
timber,  secured  by  riveted  bolta,  and  beside  this 
was  a  double  iron  ch:un  with  links  9a  indi  and  a 
half  square.  The  bridge,  boom,  and  chain  were 
four  hundred  yards  in  length.  This  immense 
work,  tile  labor  of  mouths,  on  whidi  no  espeiue 
had  been  spared,  was  intended,  while  it  afforded 
a  ooDunuuhsitJon  betwevu  the  two  forts,  to  pro- 
tect the  upper  piut  of  the  lake,  preseuting,  undeP 
cowr  of  their  guns,  a  barrier,  which  it  wm  pre- 
sumed no  hostile  ship  would  be  able  to  break 
through. 

Having  noted  the  state  of  affiiirs  and  the  wanta 
of  the  garrison,  Schuyler  hastened  to  Fort  George, 
whence  he  seuton  provLdiuna  tor  upwards  of  sixty 
days;  and  Irom  the  banks  of  the  Hudson  addi- 
tiontd  carpeuiers  and  working  cattle,  ■'  Business 
will  now  go  in  better  train,  and  I  hope  with  much 
more  spirit,"*  writes  he  tu  Congress;  "and  I  trust 
we  shall  still  bo  able  to  put  everything  in  sach 
order  as  to  give  the  enemy  a  ^ood  revepiion.  and, 
I  hope,  a  repulse,  should  they  attempt  a  real  at- 
ta>^  which  I  ooigecture  will  uot  b«  soon,  if  at  all; 
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allhough  I  expect  they  will  approftdi'i(4HIi.  Iheir 
fleet  to  keep  us  in  alarm,  nnd  to  draw  udV*  tdteu- 
tion  from  other  quarters  where  they  may  iilevi  a 
real  attack."  '.■■•."• 

His  idea  was  that,  while  their  fleet  nnd  n  BTnaU'- 
body  of  troops  might  appear  before  Ticoiiderogn,' 
Bad  keep  up  coulioual  alarms,  the  main  army  . 
might  march  from  St.  Frau^is  and  St.  John's  '. 
towards  the  Connecticut  River,  aud  make  an  at- 
tempt on  the  Easlero  Slates.  "  A  maneuver  of 
Ihie  kind,"  observes  he,  "  would  be  in  Geuural  Bur- 
goyoe's  way,  nnd,  if  successful,  would  be  attended 
with  much  himtir  to  him.  ....  I  am  the  more 
confinned  in  this  conjitcture,  as  the  enemy  cannot  be 
ignorant  how  very  difficult,  if  not  impoBBible,  it  vnll 
be  for  ihem  to  peuetraie  to  Albany,  unless  in  losing 
Ticonderoga  we  should  lose  not  only  all  our  can- 
non, but  most  of  the  army  designed  for  this  depart- 
In  the  mean  time,  Burgoyne.  with  his  amphib- 
ious and  semi -barbarous  armaments  was  advan- 
cing up  the  lake.  On  the  21st  of  June  be  en- 
camped at  the  Eiver  Boquet,  several  miles  north 
of  Crown  Point ;  here  lie  gave  a  war  fi^ast  to  his 
savage  nlUes,  and  made  them  a  speech  in  that 
pompous  imd  half  poetical  vein  in  which  it  is  the 
absurd  practice  to  address  our  savages,  and  which 
is  commonly  reduced  lo  flat  prose  by  their  inter- 
preters. At  the  same  time  he  was  strenuous  in 
enjoining  humanity  toward  prl'raners,  dwelling  on 
the  difference  between  ordinary  wars  cairied  on 
against  a  common  enemy,  and  this  against  a  coun- 
try in  rebellion,  where  the  hostile  parlies  were  of 
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iba  Ml^jjlood,  Bud  loyal  subjects  of  [he  crown 
ml^l  fitr  co»faii»d»l  with  tlie  rebellious.  It  was 
m  t;>e^ch  iiiteoiied  to  excite  their  ardor,  bat  re- 
i^fnijt  their  cruelly,  a  difficult  medium  to  ut«iu 
■'*JtK  Induui  wMTiois. 

'•'The  ^WTL>oa  at  Ticondepoga.  meanwhile,  were 

.   aiixiMi»)r  OB  tb«  look-ouL     Their  fnrtreas,  built 

'  Ml  «  bill,  comi— ajrt  mi  exteoMre  prospect  over 

It*  brigkl  Mid  fcwiifiJ  Ujo  aad  iu  surroandtDg 

fenMs,  Uk  Ikn  wen  k^pantan  ' 


:!4.  «>k*-  «M>  -mmi  W^  ^  *B  »  SA^ka, 
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the  commiuiicatioQ  belweea  Fort  EiJivard  and 
Fort  Geurge,  or  perbaps  all  three,  ilie  more  to 
distract  us  and  divide  our  force,"  He  urged 
WiiehingloD  for  reinforce meuts  aa  booh  as  possible. 
At  ihe  same  time  he  tvrole  to  St.  Clair,  to  keep 
BOMiis  oil  tJie  east  side  of  iLe  lake  iicMr  ihe  road 
leading  frum  Sl  Johu's  to  New  Hampshire,  and 
on  the  west,  on  the  road  leading  lo  the  uorth 
braneli  of  the  [ludsoD.  This  done,  he  hastened 
to  Albany  lo  forward  reinforce  munis  and  bring 
np  the  militia. 

While  there,  he  received  word  from  St.  Clair, 
that  the  enemy's  fleet  and  army  were  arrived  at 
Crown  Point,  and  had  sent  off  detacliinents,  one 
ap  Otter  Creek  to  cut  off  the  communication  by 
Skenesborough  ;  and  another  on  tlie  weat  liide  of 
Ihe  hike  to  out  off  Fort  George.  It  was  evident 
a  real  attack  on  Ticonderoga  was  in  tended. 
Claims  fur  assistance  came  hurrying  on  fi'oin  otlier 
quarlers.  A  large  force  (St.  Leger's)  was  said  to 
be  arrived  at  Oswego,  and  Sir  John  Johnson  with 
bis  myrraidous  on  his  way  lo  attack  Fort  Schuy- 
ler, the  gurrison  of  which  was  weak  and  poorly 
supplied  with  cannon. 

Schuyler  bestirs  himself  with  his  usual  zeal 
amid  the  thickening  alarms.  He  writes  urgent 
letters  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  New  York, 
to  General  Putnam  at  PeektikiU,  to  ihu  governor 
of  Connecticut,  to  (he  president  of  Mansachnsetls, 
to  the  commillee  of  Berkshire,  and  lastly  to  Waah- 
ingtoD,  sl&iing  the  impending  diingers  and  implor- 
ing  reinforcements.  He  exhort*  General  Her- 
kimer lo    keep  tlie  militia  of  Tryon  County  in 
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readioess  Id  protect  the  western  froDlier  and  to 
check  the  inro«d  of  Sir  John  Johnson,  niid  be  aa- 
surea  SL  Clitir  ihnt  he  nill  move  to  his  uid  with 
the  railitia  of  Now  York,  &s  soon  as  hu  cau  coUect 
them. 

DikDgei-s  Qccumulnte  at  Ticomleroga  lu.'cording 
to  advices  from  Si.  Clnir  (28lh).  Seven  of  llie 
enemy's  vessels  are  lying  at  Crown  Point ;  the 
rest  of  their  fleet  is  probably  but  a  little  lower 
down.  Morning  guns  are  heard  distinctly  at  va- 
rious places.  Some  troops  have  debarked  and  en- 
oamped  at  Chimney  PoinI,  Tliere  is  no  pros- 
pect, he  says,  of  beiiig  able  to  defend  Ticonderoga 
unless  militia  come  in,  and  he  has  ihought  of  caU- 
ing  ill  those  from  Berkshire.  "  Should  the  en- 
emy invest  and  blockade  us,"  writes  he,  "  we  are 
infallibly  ruined ;  we  shall  bo  obliged  to  abandon 
this  side  (of  the  lake),  and  then  they  will  soon 
tbrce  the  nther  from  us,  nor  do  1  see  that  a  retreat 
will  in  any  shape  be  practicable.  Everything, 
however,  shall  be  done  that  is  practicable  to  frus- 
trate lliB  enemy's  designs;  but  what  can  be  ex- 
pected from  troops  ill  armed,  naked,  and  unacc«u- 
tred?" 

Schuyler's  aide-de-camp,  Major  Livingston,' 
who  had  been  detained  at  Ticonderoga  by  indispo- 
sition, writes  to  bim  (June  30th)  in  a  different 
vein,  and  presents  a  young  man's  view  of  affairs. 

"The  enemy,  afier  giving  us  several  alarms, 
made  llieir  appearance  early  this  morning  off  Three 
Mile  Point,  in  eighteen  gunboats,  and,  about  nine, 
rs  judge  ofths 
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lauded  a,  party  of  Iwo  or  three  huiKJi'ec]  Imlians 
and  CaiiiuliiuM.  These  Boon  fell  in  nitli  a  scout 
from  US,  but  being  superior  io  number,  obliged 
them  to  retreat,  though  without  any  loss  on  our 
Bide.  The  Indiana  then  marched  to  the  front  of 
the  French  Hues,  Jrove  in  a  picket  guard,  and 
came  bo  near  aa  lo  wound  two  nien  who  were 
stnuding  behind  the  works.  They  have  stopped 
the  (MmDiuiiicatiou  between  thia  and  Lake 
Geor^. 

"  Wc  have  a  fair  view  of  their  boata,  but  cau- 
not  see  that  they  have  brought  many  regulars 
with  them.  At  least  the  number  of  red-coats  in 
them  is  very  small.  The  wind  having  been  con- 
trary for  several  days,  has  prevented  their  fleet 
from  coming  up.  The  fii'st  fair  breeze  I  t<luill  ex- 
pect to  Bee  them.  Many  beta  are  depending  that 
we  shall  be  attacked  in  the  course  of  this  week. 
Our  Iroops-are  determined,  and  in  great  spirtU, 
They  wish  to  be  permitted  to  drive  the  savages 
from  Tl>ree  Mile  Point,  but  General  St.  Clair 
chooses  to  act  ou  the  sure  side,  and  risk  nothing. 
The  few  alarms  we  have  had  have  been  of  great 
service  in  making  the  meii  alert  and  vi^iliint ;  but 
I  am  afraid  the  enemy  will  repeat  them  so  fre- 
quently as  lo  throw  thero  into  their  former  indo- 
lence and  inattention.  General  St.  Clair  has 
taken  the  precaution  to  move  most  of  the  stores 
to  the  mount  [Independetiuej.  This  moment  two 
ships  and  as  niany  sloops  have  hove  in  sight. 
The  spirita  of  the  men  seem  to  increase  lu  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  the  enemy. 

**  I  uiiinot  hut  esteem  myself  fortunate  that  in- 
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disposition  prevented  my  retuniirtg  with  you,  t 
haa  given  me  au  opportunity  of  being  present  ala 
battle,  in  wliicli  1  promise  myself  ihe  pleasure  of 
seeing  our  army  flushed  with  victory."  • 

The  enemy  uame  ndvancing  up  the  lake  on  the 
30lh,  iheir  main  body  under  Burgoyne  on  the 
west  side,  the  German  reserve  under  Baron 
Riedesel  on  the  east ;  communication  being  mdin- 
t^ned  by  frigates  and  gunboats,  whieh,  in  a  mao- 
uer,  kept  pace  between  them.  It  was  a  magnifi- 
cent arrity  of  warlike  means ;  and  the  sound  of 
drum  and  trumpet  along  the  shores,  and  now  and 
then  the  thundering  of  a  canuou  from  the  shipg, 
were  singularly  in  contrast  with  tlie  usual  si- 
lence of  a  region  little  better  than  a  wilderness. 

On  the  iHt  of  July,  Burgoyne  encamped  four 
miles  north  of  Ticonderoga,  and  began  to  intrench, 
and  to  throw  a  boom  acros.s  the  lake.  His  nd- 
vouced  guiird  under  General  Fraser  took  post 
at  Three  JUile  Point,  and  the  ships  anchored  just 
out  of  gunshot  of  the  fort. 

Here  he  issued  a  proclamation  still  more  mag- 
niloquent than  his  speech  to  the  Indians,  denoun- 
cing woe  to  all  who  should  per«int  in  rebellion,  and 
laying  particular  stress  upon  his  means,  with  the 
aid  of  the  Indians,  to  overtake  the  hardiest  ene- 
mies of  Great  Britain  and  America,  wherever 
they  might  lurk. 

General  St.  Clair  was  a  gallant  Scotchman, 
who  had  seen  service  in  the  old  French  war  as 
well  as  iu  tliis,  and  beheld  the  force  arrayed 
agninst  him  without  dismay.      Il  is  true  his  garri- 

1  Letler  ;<  Mojor  Liviat'alon  lo  GeDcral  Schuylu,  MS. 
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son  was  Dot  so  Dumerous  as  il  find  ln^i^ci  rcpre- 
■enled  to  WitsUitigion,  uul  exceeding  llireia  thou- 
sand five  biiudred  men,  of  wljom  niue  Imndri^ 
were  militia.  Tbey  were  budly  fi]uip[wil  aUo, 
8tid  fevv  Lad  boyouets;  jel  aa  Mnjur  Liviiigslon 
reported,  ibej  were  in  good  heart.  St.  Clair  con- 
fided, h<iWHver,  in  the  Blreugtli  of  his  pusiiiua  atid 
llie  works  which  had  beeu  constructed  in  conneu- 
tioQ  with  it,  u[id  trusled  he  should  be  able  to  re- 
sist Any  altemjit  to  tuke  it  by  siorm. 

Schujier  at  this  time  was  at  Albany,  sending 
np  reintbrceineuls  of  coiiliiieiilal  troops  and  mili- 
tia, and  Bwaitiug  the  arrival  of  lurlher  reinforce- 
nienls,  for  which  sloops  had  been  sent  down  to 
PeekskilL 

He  waa  endeavoring  also  to  provide  for  the 
Becurity  of  the  department  in  other  quartera. 
The  savages  had  been  scalping  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Fort  Schuyler  ;  a  set  of  renegade  Indians 
were  harassing  the  seitlemeuls  on  the  Snsijue- 
hanna ;  aiid  tlie  tlireateuings  of  Brant,  ilic  ftiiuous 
Indian  chief,  and  the  prospect  of  a  British  inroad 
by  the  way  of  Oawego,  hod  sprfad  terror  through 
Tryon  County,  the  inhnbilatiis  of  which  called  upon 
biro  for  supporL 

■■  The  enemy  are  liarassing  us  in  every  quarter 
of  this  department,"  writes  he.  "  I  am  however, 
happily,  thank  God,  in  full  health  and  spirits  to 
enable  me  to  extend  my  atletition  to  those  vari- 
ous quarters,  and  hope  we  shall  all  Jo  well."  ' 

The  enemy's  mnrjtuver  of  intrenching  them- 
selves and  throwing  a  boom  across  the   lake,  of 

1  Letur  to  the  Hon.  Geoisa  Clj-met. 
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t  up,  and  (lares 
a  good  accouut 


Mmmauded  the 


which  St.  Clair  informed  him.  made  him  doubt  of 
their  being  in  gceul  force,  or  iiiteuding  a  aerious 
nttack.  "  I  shnll  have  great  hojies,"  writes  he  to 
St.  Cliiir,  "  if  Cftiueryil  Burgoyiu 
vicinily  of  your  post  until  we  gj 
risk  an  nugagement,  we  ahull  give 

To  General  Herkimer,  who  i 
militia  in  Tryou  Comity,  he  wnl 
encouraging  strain.  "■  From  iuielligeoce  wliich  I 
have  just  now  received  from  Tioouduroga,  I  am 
iiot  very  apprehensive  that  any  great  effbrl  will 
he  niuitu  agiiiost  the  Mohawk  River.  I  shall, 
however,  keep  ft  watchful  eye  to  tho  preserva- 
tiou  of  the  western  quarter,  and  huve  therefore 
directed  Colonel  Van  Schaick  lo  remain  in  Tryoii 
County  with  the  [continental]  troops  mider  his 

"  If  we  act  with  vigor  and  spirit,  we  hnve 
DOtlung  to  fear ;  but  if  once  deepoudeucy  takes 
place,  the  worst  consequences  are  to  be  uppre- 
hendeil.  It  is,  therefore,  iucuiiibent  on  you  to 
labor  lo  keep  up  the  spiriU  of  the  people." 

In  the  mean  time  he  awaited  the  arrival  of 
the  ttiwps  from  Peekakill  with  impatience.  On 
the  5lh  they  had  not  appeared.  "  Tlie  moment 
they  do,"  wriua  he,  "  I  shall  move  with  them. 
If  Uiey  do  not  arrive  by  to-morrow,  I  go  without 
them,  and  will  do  the  beet  I  can  with  tlie  mi- 
litia." He  actually  did  set  out  at  8  o'clock  on 
the  morning  of  the  7di. 

Such  was  the  stal«  of  afiaira  in  the  north,  of 

1  ScLuyler'sLsttarBrnk. 
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which  Witshington  from  titno  to  tinui  hiwl  Ixtnn 
infornied.  An  attack  on  Timiuk-rogu  n\>iK:iiroA 
to  be  impending ;  hut  a»  the  garrison  wa«  in 
good  heart,  the  cominaii'ler  rcnolure,  and  tr(Ki[i« 
were  on  the  way  to  reinforce  him,  a  i^iritHl, 
and  perhapf  nicGesitful  raAnUateu  waa  iiulu.i|iM(«d 
by  Washington,  ills  Burprine  riiay  iberefore  l»e 
imagined,  on  reviving  a  letter  from  Schoyler 
dated  July  7tfa,  conveying  the  aatounding  io- 
tell)geiir«  that  TiooDderogs  wa«  evacuabod! 

&liuyler  hatl  jnM  reenveil  iJte  wwa  at  K(iU> 
water  oo  the  Hwbon  wbM  on  hi*  way  Willi 
mUbKeaBoua  for  the  fcrnwa.  The  Cm  ae- 
cooat  wa>  ao  r^ae  Hut  Waafaiaglcm  liopad  k 
■i^  prove  imanfTcet.  It  waa  ffimfiRnod  bjr 
MgdKT  letter  fron  St^nyler.  4aMd  «s  tb«  9th 
tf  Port  Edward.  A  fwt  of  tbe  j^tfriNii  kad 
bee*  |Wiwii<  by  a  iitartmfin  ot  Ae  emamf 
aa  fe  an  F«rt  Aaoe  in  Ihat  ndgUbgAaod, 
when  Ae  bocr  had  beta  fcpalaDd;  m  U>  Hk 
Gi»  laiaiiilT  aad  fbe  inaiB  fmt  id  bi*  lunn, 
Aer  lad  ifcwwra  ibemtiwo*  bAo  tbe  fonM.  aul 
nodaagwae  kiMwn  wfatf  had  Lsomm'  vt  than! 

"I  M  hiTO.-  WTMf  SchinW,  -«  dK  hw« 
^f  ft  BaBans  of  BMtti.  ji 


Foa  Geos^  wlu^  I  i-jLimS  wot  muiuuut  tv 
hear  ■  anMcked  :  ai^  wliai  nddx  tu  w;  tbwwai 
^  Am  a  ic)ian   jfrwraik  tlcu  1  had  g>*w  iv- 


LIFE   OF   WASHINGTON. 


WaBhingtnn  wna  toldlj  nt  a.  ]o»h  to  acconot 


tor  St.  Clnir's 


To    ubandoD    a  for- 


tKM  whicli  ho  liad  recently  proDouaced  so  de- 
fbiisiblo :  and  lo  abanilon  it  npparently  without 
firing  n  gun  !  aaA  iheii  the  strange  uncertainty 
an  ti)  his  sul»Befiuent  fortuneR,  and  ihe  where- 
abouts or  himself  ftiiil  the  main  body  of  his 
troops  !  "  Tlie  affiiir,"  writes  Washington,  "  is  BO 
mysterious  that  it  Imfflea  eren  conjecture." 

Ills  first  attention  was  lo  supply  the  wanta 
of  Gt'neml  Schuyler.  An  express  was  wnt  to 
Spriiigtiulil  for  luusket  cartridges,  gunpowder, 
lead,  and  cartridge  papers.  Ten  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery with  harness  and  proper  officers  were  to 
bo  forwarded  from  Peekakill,  as  veil  as  intrench- 
ing tools.  Of  tents  he  had  none  to  furnish, 
neither  could  heavy  oinnon  be  spared  from  the 
defenw  of  tlie  Highlands. 

Six  hundred  recruits,  on  their  march  from 
Masaachuwtts  to  Pcekskill,  were  oniered  to  re- 
pair to  the  rvinforeement  of  Schuj-ler  ;  this  waa 
all  tlw  (brce  that  Washington  couUl  Tcnture  at 
this  luonwai  to  send  to  his  aid :  but  this  addi- 
tion to  his  tn)0|)»,  supposing  those  under  Si. 
Clair  should  have  ccune  in,  and  any  number  of 
mililia  have  turned  out,  would  probttbly  form 
an  army  n|ual,  if  not  superior,  to  that  sajd  to 
b»  uodw  Borgoyne.  Besides,  it  was  Washing- 
ton'* Uwt  dut  lh«  htiv  wo«y  raspend  kn  ofvt- 
alioM  anlil  6«Mnl  How»  abodd  ante  a  BMm- 
aut  is  coBoat^  S»q»p)Mg  tku  mo^wnwrt  woolil 
III  III  iiiiiinilttli  aiMBpt  ■gaWMt  Ae  HigUanids, 
to  w4md  SdHwB  wilk  Ui  finakia  lo  Petb- 
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Un  to  reinibrce  General  Potuam.     M  llie 


time  be  advanoed  willi  hi*  i 


n  u-my  to  p4tn(>- 


too,  mod  ifaraoe  to  ibe  Oore,  s  ragged  ilatiJe 
tfaroogh  tlie  Higfalaiidt  oa  the  wiwt  nde  af  the 
HhImmi.  Hen  be  eaeamped  wiiliiD  ii|,l<fic» 
■mks  of  tbe  mer,  tti  vatdL  au4  be  at  bind  to 
onraae  the  dea^ns  cf  Sir  Waiian  Howe,  wbM- 
VKt  tK^a.  be  Quit  dii«ctMli. 

On  &e  nonuag  of  flw  14(li  aine  ■acftlwr 
IcttBT  frtwi  BebiTlefv  ^a»A  Fort  Edward,  Julj 
lOlh.  Bte  Iwd  dMt  awnn^  raeened  dw  fint 
tilii^  d"  8l  Cbor  and  Ui  ■!■' 
af  Anr  Mag  G^  naea  CMt  (f  Un. 

WaitdDgttw  baOed  d»  Mugiyn  aim  aa 
hm^iiJ  qttrii  wUib  iofawed  exsy  tmj  tt  H^tt 
m  Ac  daiteat  MTrTTffrti  *'t  ■■!  ba|i|ij  le 
bv-'-tiM  bc'diA  GoMnl  SLCbir  aad 
hv  anj  «*  Mt  ia  dM  band*  «f  tbe  OMBf . 
I  «bJt  farad  di^  bad  iaaawt  yriaoatwi.     The 
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mutt  only  put  forth  new  extrtioiu,  and  proportion 
our  effarU  to  the  exigency  of  tke  limes." 

Hia  spirit  of  cAsdoi'  imd  moderatiou  is  evinced 
in  anotlier  letter.  "  J  will  not  condemn  or  even 
pass  cenaure  upon  any  officer  nnlieard,  but  I 
think  it  a  duty  nhicli  General  St  Cliiir  owes  to 
his  own  character,  to  insist  upon  an  opportu- 
nity of  giving  his  reaaotis  Ibr  his  Buddeti  evac- 
uation of  a  post,  which,  but  a  few  days  before, 
he,  by  hia  own  letters,  thought  tenable,  at  least 
for  a  while.  People  at  a  distance  are  apt  to 
fotra  wrong  conjectures,  and  if  General  St.  Clwr 
has  good  reasons  for  the  step  he  has  taken,  I 
think  the  sooner  he  justifies  himself  the  Iietter.  I 
have  mentioned  these  matters,  because  he  may 
not  know  that  his  conduct  is  looked  upon  its  very 
unaccountable  by  all  r»nks  of  people  in  this  part 
of  the  country.  If  he  is  reprehensilile,  the  pub- 
lic haye  an  undoubted  right  to  call  for  that  jus- 
tice whieh  b  due  from  an  officer,  who  betrays 
or  gives  up  his  post  in  an  unwarrantable  nian- 


Uavlng  Bt.iled  the  various  measures  adopted 
by  Washington  for  the  aid  of  the  Northern 
army  at  this  crilics!  juncture,  we  will  leave  him 
at  his  encampment  in  the  Clove,  anxiously  watch- 
iug  the  movements  of  the  fleet  and  the  lower 
army,  while  we  turn  lo  the  north,  to  e3tplain  the 
mystfiriuus  retreat  of  Geueral  St.  Clair. 
1  Lell«r  lo  Schuyler,  IBtli  July,  ITTT. 
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e  ETBCualioii 

—  Inili«D  ScoQtein  IheVkinity 

of  the  Fori. 

-OulpiHts  nbandnncd  by 

St.  Cl.ir.  -  Bur- 

goyne  secures 

Moimt  Hope 
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and  occupiei 
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iuD  depiirtf 

iDtheFlotlllL-Sl.  CkEr 

ru9M>  with  the  Itest  to  Pert  la- 

-A  Confl««( 

lianrBTMl)  hia  Keire^t.  —  The 

BrilRili   Cum 

.rouiwd.- 

Fr«er  puraoB 

SLCl«ir.-Bur- 

goyne  with  'lis  Sqriiiiiron  mskeii  after  Iho  FlqlilU.  —  P»rt 
of  lite  FuplivH  orertaken.  — Flight  of  the  Remainder  to 
Fnrt  Anne.  —  Skimiuh  of  Colonel  Long.  —  Relrent  to  Fort 
Edwinl.  — St.  Clair  «  CastleKra.  — Atiirk   of  his  Kear- 

guard Fall  of  Colonel  Francis.  —  Deseitioo  of  Colonel 

Haie  —  St.  Clair  rev^lies  Fort  Edward.  —  Canateraation  of 
the  Country.  — Exultation  oftbe  British. 

SX  the  accouiiU  given  in  Ihe  preceding 
1  cliapter  of  the  approach  of  Burgojiie 
'  to  Ticotidero^a,  it  was  etuted  that  he 
raped  four  miles  north  of  the  fortress, 
and  intrenclied  himself.  On  the  2d  of  July, 
Indian  scouts  made  liieir  appearance  io  the  vi- 
cinity of  a.  l)lockhou.«e  and  some  outworks  about 
the  strait  or  chatmel  leading  to  Lake  George. 
As  General  St.  Clair  did  not  think  the  garri- 
son sufficient  lo  defend  all  the  oulposls,  tbese 
works  with  some  adjacent  saw-mills  were  set 
on    fire  and    abandoned.     The    extreme  left  of 
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Ticonderoga  was  wenk,  and  migjic  easily  be 
turned ;  a  post  hud  therefore  been  c-BtaMished  iii 
the  prece<ii[ig  year,  nearly  half  a  mile  in  Jid- 
vaute  of  ilie  old  Frendi  liues,  on  an  eminence 
to  tlie  unrth  of  them.  General  St.  Clnir,  tlirough 
singular  remisBness,  had  neglected  (o  secure  it. 
Burgoyne  soon  discovered  this  neglect,  and  has- 
tened to  detach  Generals  Phillips  and  Praaer  with 
a  body  of  iufimtry  and  light  artillery,  to  take  poa- 
sessiou  of  ihis  post.  They  did  so  without  opposi- 
tion. Heavy  guns  were  mounted  upon  it ;  Fra- 
aer's  whole  corps  was  Blationed  there  ;  the  post 
ooinniande4l  the  communication  by  hind  and  water 
with  Lake  George,  so  as  to  cut  off  all  supplies 
from  that  quarter.  In  fact,  such  were  the  ad- 
vantages expected  from  this  post,  thus  neglected 
by  St.  Ciair,  that  the  British  gave  it  the  signif- 
icant name  of  Mount  Hope. 

The  enemy  now  proceeded  graduHlly  to  invest 
Ticonderoga.  A  line  of  troops  was  drawn  from 
the  western  part  of  Mount  Hope  round  to  Three 
Mile  Point,  where  General  Fraser  was  posted 
with  the  advance  guard,  while  General  Riedesel 
encamped  with  the  German  reserve  in  a  parallel 
line,  on  the  opjiosile  side  of  Lake  Champlniu,  at 
the  foot  of  Mount  Independence.  For  two  days 
the  enemy  occupied  themselves  in  making  their 
advances  and  securing  these  positions,  regiirdjess 
of  a  cannonade  kept  up  by  tlie  American  batter- 

St.  Clair  began  to  apprehend  that  a  regular 
siege  was  intended,  which  would  be  toore  diffi- 
cult to  withstand  than  a  direct  assault;  he  kept 
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tip  a  resolute  aspect,  however,  and  went  about 
among  his  troops,  encoitrng^tig  ihem  with  the 
hope  of  a  SQccessfUl  resistance,  but  enjoining  m- 
cesaant  vigilnnce,  and  punctual  attendance  at  the 
alarm  posts  ut  morning  and  evening  roll-call. 

With  all  the  pains  and  expense  lavished  by 
the  Americans  lo  render  these  works  impregna- 
ble, they  bad  strangely  neglected  the  master  key 
by  'Which  they  were  all  commanded.  Tliis  was 
Sugar  Hill,  a  rugged  heiglit,  the  termination  of 
a  mountain  riilge  which  separates  Lake  Cham- 
plain  from  Lake  George.  It  stood  to  the  south 
of  Ticondeixiga,  beyond  the  narrow  channel  whicli 
connefted  the  two  lakes,  and  rose  precipitously 
from  Uie  waters  of  Cliamplaiu  to  the  height  of 
six  hundred  feet.  It  had  been  pronounced  by 
the  Americans  too  distant  to  be  dangerous.  Col- 
onel TrumbuU,  some  time  an  aide-<le-cainp  to 
Washington,  and  sulwequently  an  adjutmit,  bad 
proved  the  contrary  in  the  preceding  year,  by 
throwing  a  shot  from  a  six-pounder  in  the  fort 
nearly  to  the  summit.  It  wan  then  pronounced 
inaccessible  to  an  enemy.  This  Trumbull  had 
likewise  proved  to  be  an  error,  by  clambering 
with  Arnold  and  Wayne  to  the  top,  whence  they 
perceived  tliat  a  practicable  road  for  artillery 
might  easily  and  readily  be  made.  Trumbull 
had  insisted  ihnt  this  was  the  true  jioint  for  the 
fort,  commanding  the  neighboring  heights,  the 
narrow  parts  of  Ijoth  lakes,  and  the  comrounioB- 
tiou  between.  A  small,  but  strong  fort  here,  with 
twenty-five  heavy  guns  and  five  hundred  men, 
would  be  as  etfident  as  one  hundred  gnus  and 
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tea  thoLiBaod  men  on  the  extensire  works  of  Ti- 
conderoga.'  His  siiggeationa  ware  disregarded : 
their  wisdom  was  now  to  1*  proved. 

The  llritiHh  General  Phillips,  on  taking  hia 
position,  bad  reganled  the  hill  with  a.  prncciced 
eye.  He  caused  it  to  be  reuMuioitcred  by  a  skill- 
ful engineer.  Tlie  reijort  was.  thttt  it  overlooked, 
and  bad  the  entire  commaDd  of  Fort  Tit'ouderoga 
and  Fort  Ihdependence,  beiug  about  fourteen 
hundre<l  yards  from  the  former,  and  fifteen  hun- 
dred from  the  latter ;  that  the  ground  could  be 
leveled  for  cannon,  a:id  a  road  cut  up  the  defiles 
of  the  mountain  in  four-and-twenty  liourE. 

Measures  were  in^tnntij  taken  to  plant  a  bat- 
tery on  that  height.  WhUe  tlie  American  garri- 
sons were  entirely  engaged  in  a  different  direction, 
cannonading  ftlonnt  Hope  and  the  British  lines 
without  material  effect,  and  without  provoking  a 
reply,  tlie  British  troops  were  bu^y  tliroughoat 
the  day  and  nigbt  cutting  a  road  tiirough  rocks 
and  trees  and  up  rugged  defiles.  Guns,  amma- 
uition,  and  stores,  all  were  carried  up  tlie  bill  in 
the  night ;  the  cannon  were  hauled  up  from  tree 
to  tree,  and  before  morning  the  gi'ouud  was  leveled 
for  the  battery  on  which  they  were  to  be  mounted. 
To  this  work,  thus  achieved  by  a  coup  da  main, 
they  gave  the  name  of  Fort  Defiance. 

On  the  ath  of  July,  to  their  astonishment  and 
consternation,  the  garrison  beheld  a  legion  of 
red-coata  ou  the  summit  of  this  hill,  construct- 
ing workfi  which  must  soon  lay  the  fortress  at 
their  mei-ey. 

1  TrnmbQlI'B  -Juiuftiuyru^'J',  P'  33. 
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In  this  sudJen  juhI  appalling  emergency,  Gen- 
eral SL  Ctair  called  a  council  of  war.  Wliat 
was  to  be  done  ?  The  batteries  from  tliia  new  fort 
would  probably  be  open  the  next  day :  by  that 
time  Ticoiideroga  might  be  completely  iuveBied, 
and  tlie  whole  garnauii  exposed  to  capture. 
They  had  not  forue  sullicient  for  one  half  the 
works,  ftud  General  Sdmyler,  supposed  to  be  at 
Albany,  could  aiTord  them  no  relief.  The  danger 
was  immineuti  delay  might  prove  fatal.  It  was 
unanimously  determined  to  evacuate  l>otk  Ti- 
oonileroga  and  Mount  Independence  that  very 
iiight,  and  retreat  lo  Skenesborough  (now  White- 
hall), at  the  upper  part  of  the  lake,  about  thirty 
miles  disLiut,  where  there  was  a  Btockudcd  fort. 
The  main  body  of  die  army,  led  by  General  Sc 
Clair,  Wei's  U>  cross  to  Mount  Independence  and 
push  for  Skenesborough  by  laud,  taking  a  circuit- 
ous rout«  through  tlie  woods  on  the  east  side  of 
the  lake,  by  way  of  Castlelon. 

Tbe  cannon,  stores,  and  provisions,  together 
with  the  wounded  and  the  women,  were  to  be 
embarked  on  board  of  two  hundred  bateaux,  and 
conducted  to  the  upper  extremity  of  the  lake,  by 
Colonel  Long  with  six  hundred  men  ;  two  hun- 
dred of  whom  in  five  armed  galleys  were  to  form 
B  reur-guard. 

It  was  now  three  o'l'Iock  in  the  afternoon  ;  yet 
all  [he  preparations  were  to  he  made  for  the  com- 
ing night,  and  that  with  as  little  bustle  and'  move- 
ment as  possible  ;  for  they  were  overlooked  by 
Fort  Defiance,  and  their  intentions  mi^dil  be  sus- 
pected.    Everything,  therefore,  was  done  quietly, 


bnt  alertly ;  in  the  mean  lime,  to  amuse  the  en- 
emy, a  cannonade  was  kept  up  every  halt  hour 
toward  the  uew  battery  on  the  hill.  As  soon  as 
the  evening  closed,  and  their  moTemenlR  could 
not  be  [liacovered,  they  began  in  iiU  hnBtis  to  load 
the  boats.  8uch  of  Uie  caunon  as  could  not  be 
taken  were  ordered  to  be  spiked.  It  would  not 
do  to  knock  off  their  trunnions,  lest  the  noise 
sboiild  awaken  suspidons.  In  the  hurry  several 
were  left  uninjured.  The  lights  in  tlie  garrison 
being  previously  ejitiiigiiished,  their  t^-nts  were 
struck  and  put  on  board  of  the  boats,  and  the 
women  and  the  sick  embarked.  Everything  was 
conducted  with  such  silence  and  address,  that, 
although  it  was  u  moonlight  night,  the  flotilla 
departed  undiscovered,  and  was  soon  under  the 
shadows  of  the  mouutains  and  overhanging  for- 
ests. 

The  retreat  by  laud  was  not  conducted  with 
equal  discretion  anil  mystery.  General  St.  Clair 
had  crossed  over  the  bridge  to  the  Vermont  side 
of  the  lake  by  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  aud 
set  forward  with  his  advance  through  the  woods 
toward  Iluhbardton ;  but,  before  the  rear-guard 
under  Colonel  Francis  got  in  motion,  the  house 
at  Fort  Independence,  which  ha<l  beeu  occupied 
by  the  French  General  de  Fermois,  was  set  on 
fire  —  by  his  orders,  it  is  said,  though  we  are 
loth  to  charge  him  with  such  indiscretion,  such 
gross  and  wanton  violation  of  the  plan  of  re- 
treaL  The  consequences  were  disastrous.  The 
British  sentries  at  Jtloinit  Hope  were  astonished 
by  a,  conflagration  suddenly  lighting  up  Mount 
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lodepenileiice,  &□<!  revealiug  the  AiutTicaiU  troops 
in  (iill  retreat ;  for  the  reiir-gunnt,  iliDconcerted 
hy  this  sudden  exposure,  pressed  forward  for  the 
woods  in  the  utmost  liuste  and  t.'OiifuEtoD. 

Tlie  drums  bent  lo  arms  in  the  British  camp. 
Alarm  gnns  were  fired  from  Mount  Hope:  Gen- 
eral Fmser  dashed  into  Ticonilerogu  with  his 
pickete,  giving  ordej's  fur  his  hrigwle  lo  arm  in  hU 
hwle  and  follow.  By  daybi'eak  he  had  hoisted  tlm 
Briiish  flag  over  the  deserted  fortress  ;  before  sun- 
rise he  luul  passed  the  bridge,  and  was  in  full  pur- 
suit of  the  American  rear-guard.  Biirgoyne  wad 
roused  from  bia  moruing  slumbers  ou  boaiil  of  the 
frigate  Eoi/al  George,  by  the  alarm  guus  from 
Fort  Hope,  and  a  message  from  General  Fnuer, 
HtiDounciug  the  double  retreat  of  the  Americans 
by  land  and  water.  From  ihe  quarter-deck  of 
the  frigate  lie  soon  had  confimiation  uf  the  news. 
The  British  colors  were  flying  o[i  Furl  Ticou- 
deruga,  and  Fraser's  troops  were  glittering  ou  tbe 
opposite  shore. 

Burgoyne's  measures  were  prompt.  General 
Biedesel  was  ordered  lo  follow  and  support  Fraaer 
willi  a  part  of  llie  Germnn  troops ;  garrisons  were 
thrown  into  Ticonderoga  and  Sluunt  Indepundeuce ; 
the  maiti  part  of  the  army  was  embarked  uu 
board  uf  the  frigates  and  gunboats;  llie  filiating 
bridge  witb  its  boom  and  chain,  wbieh  hud  cost 
months  to  conslniel,  was  broken  Ihrougb  by  nine 
o'clock ;  whet)  Bnrgoyne  set  out  with  bis  squad- 
ron in  pursuit  of  the   flotilla. 

We  left  the  liitler  making  ils  reireiit  on  the 
preceding  evening  towards  Skeuesbo rough.     Tlie 
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lake  above  Ticooderogn  beo>incs  so  hritdw  (hat, 
in  iIiom;  tinieii,  U  was  frcqaeiilly  culled  Suuth 
Hirer,  Its  beaiiliful  waiers  wouniJ  Hinong  mouii- 
taiiis  covered  wiih  primeTal  foresia.  TIju  tniteaus, 
deeply  ladcti,  maJe  timir  way  elowly  in  a  length- 
ened line ;  Bometimes  under  llie  slmduws  of  the 
mountains,  somelimes  iu  the  gleam  of  moaiilighl. 
The  rear-giinrd  of  armed  galleys  followed  til  wary 
distance.  No  immediiite  pursuit,  however,  was 
apprehended.  The  floating  bridge  was  considered 
an  efTectunl  impediment  to  the  enemy's  fleeL 
Gayeiy,  therefore,  prevailed  among  the  fugitives. 
Tiiey  exulted  in  the  secrecy  aiid  dexterity  with 
which  they  had  managed  their  retreat,  and  amuied 
themselves  with  the  idea  of  what  would  be  the 
astoiiiahmeat  of  the  enemy  at  daybreak.  The 
officers  regaled  merrily  on  the  storea  naved  from 
TiconderogH,  and  knocking  olT  the  necks  of  bollles 
of  wine,  dmiik  a  pleii^iitnt  rcveiUe  to  General 
Bui'goyue. 

About  iliree  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
■ncoeeding  day,  llie  heavily  laden  bateaux  arrived 
at  Skeuesborough.  The  disembarkation  had 
scaix«ly  commenced  when  the  thundering  of  artil- 
lery WHS  heard  from  beluw.  Could  the  enemy  be 
at  hand  ?  It  was  even  so.  The  British  gunboats 
having  iHislital  un  iu  advance  of  the  frigates,  had 
ovortakou  and  were  tiring  upou  the  galleys.  The 
laltor  detimded  thetaselvcs  for  a  while,  but  at 
iMigtb  two  Alruck.and  three  wvre  blown  up.  The 
fugitivtvi  fivim  tlx-m  brDU{>ht  wofil  thai  the  British 
ahiiw  out  being  able  lu  ruitw  up.  Iruops  and  In- 
diaiM  were  lauding  frvuu  tfaem  am)  scrambling  np 
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ikekOtt  inleiidu^  tft  ^in  ibe  mnr  of  xbf  San 

All  DMT  waa  Bonnmiuioa  aud  aaiifiiMon.  T%e 
Immjbi  .  ihe  sunvfaonites  the  ion,  tiir  muII  tw«a« 
mH  fci  uD  fire,  and  •  gcnem!  fi^rbi  MnA  piKK  to- 
w>rd  Fort  Ann:,  uboal  IwtiJre  mSm  £9UUit. 
Some  madr  iIkst  vaj  in  iKwtiL  up  Wcwd  Oe«k,  a 
The  tnnm  bodv.  Buder  Cnlan«J 
I  bj  A  nATTcnr  defile  ml  Utraiigh 
I  ma  tngiit  hv  alvBK  llmt  Ac 
i  doae  iu  }>untQh.  B><ib  fmiTMn 
d  Fejii  Anne  bf  daybreak.  Ir  itns  a  small 
pidcMeJ  fon.  near  tbe  jaacIioD  of  Wood  Orek 
nd  East  CraeL.  about  sUUwa  miles  from  Fort 
Edward.  Geoenl  SAaylcr  airirnl  al  tbe  UUcr 
plaoe  on  tbe  feDowi^  day.  Tbe  uumber  of  iranp« 
witb  bim  wa»  iiiomsideraUe.  bat,  hfvriug  of  Ctil- 
omrl  Long's  eilualkoi.  be  immediaielT  m.-I)I  bim  a 
wnaQ  remfbraemeoL  with  provUkxis  nnd  ammuai- 
tJOB,  and  ar|^  faim  to  maintaiD  his  posl  reMilutdy. 

On  tbe  samedaj  Colonel  Lchi);'8  »coui$  brought 
in  word  that  litetie  w«t«  British  red-ooats  afiprnach- 
ing.  Tber  wej«  in  fad  a  t«giinent  under  Lhmi- 
t«uant-o>loael  Hill,  detndied  fniiu  Skcmuburougll 
by  But^yne  in  purHiii  of  tbe  fugiiit-es.  Long 
Mllied  lorih  to  meet  ibeio  i  posiing  liimsolf  at  a 
rocky  defile,  wbere  there  waa  a  narrow  jwihway 
oloag  the  border  of  Wood  Creek,  As  tliu  euemy 
iioed  lie  openri]  a  heavy  tire  ii|>on  llicn)  Iu 
fi*oiit,  while  a  part  of  his  troops  ciMv-ing  adiI  rv- 
CTOssing  Ihe  rreek.  and  availing  iln'iiiM'ives  i)f 
their  kaowieUge  of  ihe  ground,  kept  up  it  :<liinirig 
ailttck  from  ibe  (nwda  in  flnnk  niiil  rt-iir.     Ap- 
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prebensive  of  being  surrounded,  the  British  look 
posl  ujxin  a  higli  kill  lo  their  right,  wheru  they 
were  WHrmly  be^'Jeged  for  nearly  iwo  hours,  and, 
Bcoording  lo  Ui«ir  own  accouut,  would  certainly 
hwfv  bi-en  forced,  had  not  some  of  their  Indian 
allies  arrived  aud'std  up  llie  much-dreailed  n-ar- 
wbo<^.  It  was  auswered  with  three  cheers  by 
the  Briti»ih  upoti  the  hill.  This  changed  the 
fiirluue  of  the  day.  Tbe  AoiericauB  hud  nearly 
expended  Iheir  auimunilion,  and  had  nut  enough 
ktl  lo  rope  with  thb  new  enemy.  They  retreated, 
iherelbic.  to  Fori  Anne,  currying  with  them  a 
number  of  prisoners,  atnoug  whom  ivere  a  captain 
and  eiirgvoii.  Supposing  the  troops  under  Colonel 
Hill  an  adranoe  ^lard  of  BurgoyneV  army,  ihey 
set  lire  lo  il>e  fort  &aA  pusited  on  lo  Fori  Eilward; 
where  they  gave  the  alarm  that  the  main  force 
of  IhD  enemy  whs  close  after  ihem.  tind  that  no 
one  knew  what  had  become  of  General  Si.  Clair 
and  the  troops  who  had  retreated  with  him.  We 
shall  now  dear  up  the  mystery  of  his  movements 

\i\i  rdreal  through  the  woods  from  Mount 
Ii)<Ie|K-iHleti(«  conliuued  (he  first  day  unlil  night, 
when  he  arrived  ai  Oaftleton,  thirty  miles  from 
Ticonderoga.  His  re«r-guard  hailed  about  six 
miles  short,  at  Hubbanlton,  to  await  the  arrival 
of  sira Idlers.  It  wna  composed  of  three  n^meula 
Uttder  eulonols  Selh  Warner,  Francis,  and  Uale  ; 
in  all  about  thirteen  hundred  men. 

Early  tlie  next  tnoniiiig,  s  sultry  moiling  of 
July,  while  they  were  taking  tbcir  breakfast,  ibey 
wer«  startled  by  the  report  of  lire-arms.  Their 
Wntries  had  discharged  Uieir  muskels,  and  came 
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runoing  in  with    word  llmt  the  enemy  were  ul 

It  was  General  Frnser,  with  his  advance  of 
eight  hundred  and  (iOy  meu,  who  had  preseeil  for- 
ward in  (he  taller  pnrl  of  the  night,  and  now  at- 
lacked  thu  Americans  with  great  spiril,  notwitb- 
sianding  ttieir  nuperiority  iti  luimbers  ;  in  fact,  he 
expected  to  be  promptly  rehiforced  by  Riedesel 
and  \m  Gtermntis.  The  Americiiiis  met  the  Brit- 
ish with  greai  spirit ;  but  at  the  very  commenee- 
ment  ur  the  action.  Colonel  Ilule,  with  a  detaeh- 
menl  placed  under  his  command  to  proiect  the 
rear,  gave  way,  learing  Wurner  and  Francis  with 
but  !>even  liuudred  men  to  beiir  the  bnint  of  the 
battle.  Thetie  poxied  ihemselvea  behind  logs  acid 
trees  io  "  backwoods  "  sijle,  whence  they  kept  up 
a  destructive  fire,  and  were  evidently  gaining  the 
ndvantnge,  when  General  Biedesel  came  pressing 
into  the  action  with  his  German  troops,  drums 
beating  and  colors  flying.  There  was  now  hii 
impelaous  charge  with  the  bayonet.  Culoni-I 
Francis  was  amnng  ibe  tirst  who  fell,  gnllanlly 
fighting  at  the  head  of  his  men.  The  AmericanH, 
thinking  the  whole  German  force  upon  them,  gave 
way  and  fled,  leaving  tiie  ground  covered  with 
tbeir  dead  and  wounded.  Many  others  who  had 
been  wounded  perished  in  the  woods,  where  they 
had  taken  refuge.  Their  whole  loss  in  killed, 
wounded  and  taken,  was  upwards  of  three  hun- 
dred ;  that  of  the  enemy  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
three.  Several  ollicers  were  lost  on  both  side;'. 
Among  those  wounded  of  the  British  was  Major 
Ackland  of  the  grenadiers,  of  whose  furllier  tor- 
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fca  wtf  we  AaU  hAre  la  speak  here- 

lie  of  ibe  Gnng  when  the  action  com' 
'  ~  ~  J  Si.  Cbu-  at  CbsUe- 
dy  MSI  oHen  lo  (wo  militia 
%  BDd  nrilhin  [tro 
■  af  the  iMirlr  TTmil,  \a  haMen  to  the  assisl- 
■■M  «f  U*  rear  j,miiI.  They  nfiised  to  obejr, 
tad  fcarroi  fanranl  M  CaOletom  At  this  juuc- 
B  of  BurgDjne's 
I  ibe  deMmctioii  of 
fearing  to  be  ioter- 
Biplii  at  Fort  Hbbt.  be  wwtdiatdy  dianged  bis 
nMt^Mraek  iMo  tbe  woodc  on  his  IcA,  and  di- 
ncteJ  Us  HH^  la  Botlawi  leaTU^  word  for 
WaiMS  to  fclhiw  bin.  Tbe  latter  oivrtook  him 
rs*  4aj«  diwai^  with  bis  sfaaUetvJ  force  re- 
*iBil  la  aiaelj  mm.  Ax  to  Odoael  Unle,  who 
hid  innad  in— sda  ChailMon  at  the  begiaiiiug 
af  tlia  aeDna.  ha  mtA  his  skm  were  overtaken  tlie 
wmm  ^Kf  bj  Ibe  eaeajv  and  ibe  whole  party  cap- 


it  jDitice,  llwt 
ha  awt  A  lafige  portioa  of  hit  nen  were  in  feeble 
'  ;  fi«  his  own  part,  be 
ad  Herer  bad  the  op- 
^•mwHj  whit^  he  soaghi,  k      '   " 


Ob  tba  ISib  St.  Clair  raadwd  Fort  Edward, 
his  InMip*  bafipnl  aaid  *Tlu.tMMi  br  their  long 
wds.     Such  is  ilie  slorr  of 
e  al  Fen  lleDDdeniga,  which  CMused 
~  coaceni  to  WasbiiigloD,  aud 


!  previiiled  nl  Albany, 
B  if  dislrncted,  sending 
.ire.1  TliB  great  bar- 
as  said,   were   broken 
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of  the  seven  days'  mysterioim  disappearance  of 
Si.  Cliiir,  whioti  kept  every  one  in  the  most  pain- 
ful suspense. 

The  loes  of  artillery,  am  muni  lion,  provisions, 
and  stores,  in  consequence  of  the  evaciiaiiou  of 
these  Dortbern  pus)?,  was  prodigious ;  but  the 
worst  effect  was  the  consternation  spread  through- 
out the  country.  A  pnnii 
the  people  running  alniut  a 
off  their  goods  and  fumit 
riera  of  the  North,  it  « 
through,  and  there  was  nothing  to  check  the  tri- 
umphant career  of  the  enemy. 

The  iftVBiliiig  army,  both  officers  and  men,  ac- 
cording lo  a  British  writer  of  the  lime,  "were 
highly  elated  with  iheir  fortune,  and  deemed  ihat 
and  iheir  prowess  to  be  irreaisrible.  Tliey  re- 
garded their  enemy  with  ilie  greatest  contempt, 
aiid  considered  iheir  own  toils  to  he  nearly  at  an 
end,  and  Albany  Hlready  in  their  hands." 

In  England,  loo,  according  to  the  same  author, 
the  joy  and  esnltaliou  were  exiremei  not  only 
■1  courl,  but  with  all  those  who  hoped  or  wished 
the  untiualified  subjugation  and  unconditional  sub- 
mission of  the  colonies.  "The  lues  in  reputation 
was  greater  to  the  Americans,"  adds  he,  "  and 
capable  of  more  fatal  conaequencea,  than  that  of 
ground,  of  posts,  of  arlillery,  or  of  men.  All  the 
contemptuous  and  most  degrading  charges  which 
had  been  made  by  llieir  enemies,  of  their  want- 
ing the  resolution  and  abilities  of  men,  even  in 
defeoBe  of  what  waa  dear  to  them,  were  now  re- 
t  us.  Letter  of  Bichird  V«ridi  lo  Schuyler. 
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Hlghlsniis.  —  George  Clinl 


I  SPIRITED  exploit  to  the  enslworil 
WHS  perfonned  during  tlie  prevuleiic«  of 
advene  news  from  Ilie  North.  General 
PrescDit  hod  cotnmnDd  of  ihe  Brilish  forces  in 
Rhode  iBlund.  Ills  hnrsh  treotment  of  Colonel 
Ethan  Allen,  and  his  haaglity  Rnd  arrogHiit  con- 
duct ou  Tarioiia  occasionB,  had  rendered  Itim  pe- 
culiarly odiou9  lo  the  AmericBUB.  Lieu  tenant-col- 
onel Barton,  who  was  suiioned  with  a  force  of 
Rhode  Island  rnilitiH,  on  the  mainland,  received 
word  that  Prescott  wafl  quartered  at  a  country 
houge  near  the  western  shore  of  the  island,  about 
four  railes  from  Newport,  totally  unconscious  of 
danger,  iliongli  in  n  very  exposed  sJIuution.  He 
determined,  if  poesible,  to  surprise  and   capture 
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parole,  as  General  Howe  hns  not  ihmighC  proper 
lo  srniit  Genernl  Lee  thnt  ludulgenci:."  ' 

Washington  continued  Ills  nnxious  cxeriions  to 
counteract  the  operntions  of  the  enemy;  forward- 
ing ariiilery  nnd  ammunition  to  Schnj'ler,  with 
all  the  camp  furniture  Ihnt  could  be  spHred  from 
his  own  enavmpment  and  from  Peekskill.  A 
part  of  Nixon's  brignde  was  all  the  reinforcement 
he  could  »fford  in  his  present  siinatiou,  ."To 
weaken  tliia  nrray  more  than  is  prudent,"  writes 
he,  "  would  perhaps  bring  destruction  upon  it,  and 
I  look  upon  the  keeping  it  upon  a  respectable 
footing  as  the  only  meaas  of  preventing  a  junction 
of  Howe's  and  Bui^yne's  armies,  which,  if  ef- 
fecle<l,  inay  hure  the  most  fatal  consequences." 

Schuyler  had  earnestly  desired  the  assiHtance 
of  an  aclive  officer  welt  acquainted  with  the  conn- 
try.  Washington  sent  him  Arnold.  "  I  need 
not,"  wrileB  he,  "  enlarge  upon  his  well-known 
Activity,  conduct,  nnd  bravery.  The  proofs  he 
hns  given  of  all  these  have  gained  him  the  con- 
fidence of  (lie  public  and  of  the  army,  the  East- 
ern troops  in  particular." 

The  question  of  rank,  about  which  Arnold  was 
so  tenacious,  was  yet  unsettled,  and  though,  lind 
hia  promotion  been  regular,  he  would  have  been 
soperior  in  oommand  lo  Genernl  St.  Clair,  he  r%- 
Bured  Washington  thnt.  on  the  present  occasion, 
his  claim  should  create  no  dispute. 

Schuyler,  in  the  mean  time,  aided  by  Kos- 
cinszho  the  Pole,  who  was  engineer  in  his  depart- 
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tOL  teie  it  i^retAj,  nudi  with  at  leaM  one  Unrd 
of  ibe  nu&DK  ando- joor  ooounaBd,  and  rondu- 
worn  kt  Smtog*,  BBkeM  direOed  to  SMiie  other 
pbce  b?  Geaend  Schajle-  or  Graieal  Arnold." 

Wkfiiii^bMi  BOW  oHend  Uwt  all  tlw  reseeb 
nd  nver  craS,  not  reqaiml  ■!  ADmht.  Bbonld  be 
Mat  down  to  Kew  WtDdnr  and  Fnlikill,  and 
bapt  in  nadnna ;  for  W  bmr  not  bow  moo  tbe 
BDicnKata  <f  General  Howe  m^il  render  it 
aoddealT  bwmmij  to  tnvpcrt  pan  <^  bis  fcNvee 
vp  ibe  HodMo. 

Fnrtfacf'  letters  fixm  Sdinjler  urged  tbe  io- 
ciMiiii^  exigeanea  of  hi>  titaatiaa.  It  was  bar- 
Tcai  thae.  The  miHtia,  nnpaiietit  at  being  de- 
taned  frjB  ibeir  mral  labon,  wen  leaving  bim 
»  graal  aaaibera.  In  a  eowidl  of  geonal  offi- 
ecn,  it  bad  been  tbongbt  adnaidile  to  g^ve  leave 
oT  afatcom  to  bal^  lest  tbe  wbote  diontd  deput. 
He  ftared  tbwe  wbo  KMJned  would  do  so  bol  a 
few  da:r^  Tbe  tntmj  were  ste^lj  empbyed 
cull^  a  road  toward  bim  from  Skeoesboroogh. 
FtaB  tbe  annber  of  borse  ibey  trere  r^portrd  to 
hai«,  and  to  expect.  iibKj  might  intetid  to  bring 
tbeir  prenaona  tm  honeba^  If  eo.  tfaej  would 
be  aUe  to  more  witb  cxpeditioD.  In  ihb  poM- 
tioa  of  afbits,  be  urged  to  be  reiufinted  as  spe«d- 
Oy  at  possible. 

Wa^D^iv),  in  t^ljr.inlbnned  bim  thai  be  bad 
ordortil  a  further  iiHiftaiiti  iii  of  Geiterat  Glo- 
Tor's  bHgade,  wbieb  wm  aS  be  cobU  poniblf  fur- 
nisb  in  bta  own  engenciea.  Be  trusted  aflairs 
vilb  SebujW  wunU  aooa  wenr  a  more  tLroiling 
~         I  Sttlco,  who  were  so 
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deeply  concerned  in  ihe  matter,  wouM  xe  1  em 
BelveB,  by  effectu»l  succor,  to  enable  h  n  o  1  e  k 
the  progress  of  the  enemy,  and  repel  a  dan  e  by 
which  they  were  iminedintely  threate  ed  F  n 
the  infurniHtioa  he  hud  received,  he  supposed  the 
force  of  the  enemy  io  be  little  more  than  five  tliou- 
Ettnd.  "  They  seem,"  said  he,  "  to  be  unprovided 
with  wagons  to  transport  the  immense  quantity 
of  baggAge  and  warljlie  apparatus,  without  which 
Ihey  cannot  pretend  to  penetrate  tlie  country. 
You  mention  thair  having  a  great  number  of 
horses,  but  they  must  nevertheless  require  a  con- 
siderable number  of  wagons,  as  there  are  many 
things  which  cannot  be  transported  on  horses. 
They  can  never  think  of  advancing  tvithout  secur- 
ing ibeir  rear,  and  the  force  with  which  they  can 
act  Bgainst  you,  will  be  greatly  reduced  by  de- 
tftchmenls  necessary  for  that  purpose ;  and  as  they 
have  lo  cut  out  iheir  passage,  and  to  remove  the 
impediments  you  have  thrown  in  their  way,  before 
they  can  proceed,  this  circumstance,  with  the  en- 
cumbrance tliey  must  feel  in  their  baggage,  stores, 
etCn  will  inevitably  retard  their  mai'cli,  and  give 
you  leisure  and  opportunity  to  prepare  a  good  re- 
ception fof    them I  have  directed 

General  Lincoln  lo  repair  to  you  as  speedily  us 
the  stale  of  hb  health,  which  is  not  very  pei'feel, 
will  permit ;  this  gentleman  has  always  supported 
the  character  of  a  judicious,  brave,  aelive  officer, 
and  he  is  exceedingly  popular  in  the  State  of  Uas- 
eachusetlA,  to  whicli  be  belongs ;  he  will  have  a 
4ltf;re6  of  influenco  over  the  militia  which  can- 
DOt  fail  of  being  highly  advantageous.     1  have  in- 
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tended  liiin  more  particularly  for  the  comnumd  of 
the  niiliiiii,  and  1  promise  myself  it  will  have  a 
powerful  tendency  to  make  them  turn  out  with 
more  cheerfulDess,  and  to  inspire  tlieiti  with  per- 
seferance  to  reinaia  in  the  field,  nud  wiili  forti- 
tude and  spirit  to  do  their  duty  while  in  it-"  ' 

Washington  highly  approved  of  a  mensure  sng- 
gcaied  by  Schuyler,  of  slalioning  a  body  of  troops 
sonien-here  about  the  Hampshire  Grants  (Ver- 
mont), BO  as  to  be  in  the  rear  or  on  the  flank  of 
Burgoyne,  should  he  adrance.  It  would  make 
the  Inller,  he  said,  very  circumspect  in  his  advnnc«!>, 
if  it  did  not  entirely  prevent  them.  It  would  keep 
him  in  continual  anxiety  for  bis  rear,  and  oblige  ' 
him  to  leave  the  posts  behind  him  much  BIronger 
than  he  would  otherwise  do.  He  advised  that 
General  Lincolu  should  have  the  command  of  the 
corps  thus  posted,  "  as  no  person  could  be  more 
proper  for  it" 

He  recommended,  moreover,  that  in  case  the 
enemy  should  make  any  formidable  movement  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Fort  Schuyler  (Stanwix),  on 
the  Mohtiwk  River,  General  Arnold,  or  some 
other  sensible,  spirited  officer,  should  be  sent  to 
take  charge  of  that  post,  keep  up  the  spirits  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  cultivate  and  improve  the  favor- 
able disposition  of  the  Indiana. 

The  reader  will  find  in  the  sequel  what  a  propi- 
liouseffect  all  these  measures  had  upon  the  fortunes 
of  the  Northern  campaign,  and  with  wbal  admirable 
foresight  Washington  calculated  all  its  chances. 
Due  credit  must  also  be  given  to  the  sagacious 

1  Scbuj'ler'i  Leller  Book. 
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counsels  ftn<l  execuiive  energy  of  Scliiijler  ;  wlio 
fluggesied  seme  of  the  best  muves  in  tlii^  cumpfiigD, 
and  carried  them  vigorously  iiiio  nciiou.  Never 
WHS  Wualiiugtou  more  ably  luid  loyally  seconded 
by  any  of  hie  genurala. 

But  DOV  the  tttteniion  of  the  cominiinder-it)- 
chief  is  colled  to  the  seaboard.  On  t)ie  23d  of 
July.  tliB  fleet,  so  long  (he  object  of  wutclifiil  so- 
licitude, HCLuully  put  to  sett.  The  fori^  embarked. 
aecordifig  to  aubouqnent  acuouuls,  coiisiated  of 
tfairty-«ix  British  oniJ  Hessiaii  ballHliotis,  iuclud- 
iug  the  tight  iiifmiiry  and  grenadierci.  with  h  pow- 
ei'ful  artillery  ;  a  New  York  corps  of  provinoiula, 
or  royal'uis,  culled  the  Qiieen'a  Raiii;er3,  and  a 
foment  of  light  horse  ;  between  lifteen  and  eight- 
een thoosiuid  men  iii  nil.  The  force  left  with 
Gttuernl  Sir  Henry  Clinton  for  the  protection  of 
Ne<*  York,  consisted  of  seventeen  burinlioiis,  a 
regifoent  of  light  hor^  and  tho  remainder  of  the 
prorindal  corps.' 

The  deslitwtiou  of  the  fleet  was  still  a  matter  of 
GDiyecture.  Just  al^er  it  had  sailed,  n  young  man 
preteiUed  himself  at  one  of  General  Putnam's 
ODtposta.  He  had  been  a  prisoner  in  New  York, 
be  snid.  but  had  received  liis  liberty  and  »  large 
rewinl  on  undertaking  lo  be  the  bearer  of  a  let- 
ter from  General  ilowe  to  Burgoyne.  This  let- 
ter bis  feelings  of  palricitism  prompted  him  to  de- 
liver up  to  General  PutoHtn.  The  letter  whs 
imiotidiuely  IraiiEmitled  by  the  general  to  Wnsh- 
itigton.  Ii  waa  in  the  handwriting  of  Howe,  and 
bore  his  siguatuic.  In  it  he  infurmed  Burgoyne, 
1  CTnl  Wvr  ■'■■  Ajuerita,  vol.  L  p.  2SU. 
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that  iualeHd  of  aaj  designs  up  lite  Hudson,  he  was 
bouiiJ  to  tlie  east  against  Boston.  "  IF,"  eaiil  be, 
"  accordiug  to  my  expectatioiis,  we  may  succeed 
in  getting  possession  of  il,  I  shiill,  without  loss  of 
time,  pfoc^eed  to  cooperate  with  you  in  lliu  dtifeitt 
of  the  rebel  nrmy  opposed  to  you.  Clinton  is 
sufficiently  strong  to  amuse  WHshington  and  Put- 
nam. 1  am  now  making  deraoustrations  to  the 
southward,  which  I  tbiak  will  have  the  full  eSect 
in  carryi[ig  our  plau  iutu  execution." 

WasliiogioD  at  once  pronounced  the  letter  a 
feint.  ^  No  atmiiger  proof  could  be  given,"  said 
he,  "  that  Howe  is  not  going  to  the  eastward. 
The  letter  WU3  evidently  intended  to  fall  into  our 
Imnds.  If  there  were  not  too  great  a  risk  of  tiie 
dii!persiuii  of  their  fleet,  I  should  think  their  put- 
ting to  sea  a  mere  maneuver  to  deceive,  and  the 
North  River  still  their  object.  I  am  persuaded, 
more  than  ever,  that  Philadelphia  is  the  place  of 
destination." 

He  now  set  out  with  Ins  army  for  the  Delaware, 
ordering  Sullivan  nnd  Stirling  with  their  divisions 
to  crofW  the  Hudson  from  Peekskill,  and  proceed 
towards  Philadelphia.  Every  movement  and  or- 
der showed  his  doubt  and  perplexity,  and  the  cir- 
cumspection with  which  he  had  to  proceed.  On 
the  30th,  he  writes  from  Coryell'd  Ferry,  about 
thirty  miles  from  Philadelphia,  to  General  Gates, 
who  was  in  that  city :  ■'  As  we  are  yet  uncertain 
Its  to  the  I'eal  destination  of  the  enemy,  though  the 
Delaware  seems  the  most  probable,  I  have  thought 
it  prudent  to  halt  the  army  at  this  pkce,  Howell's 
Ferry,  and  Trenton,  at  least  till  the  fleet  actually 
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enters  the  bay  and  puts  tbe  matter  bcyoiiJ  a  doubt. 
From  hence  we  can  be  on  the  pro[)or  ground  to 
oppose  llieni  before  ihvy  can  poaaibly  niHke  llieir 
arntngenieDls  and  disposiiious  for  iiii  attack.  .  . 
.  .  TIml  the  post  in  the  Highland-i  miiy  not  be 
left  too  much  exposed,  I  have  ordered  General 
Sullivaii's  diviaiou  to  halt  Ht  Alorristowii,  wheuce 
it  wilt  inarch  southivard  if  lliere  ftbnulil  be  occa- 
BJOD,  or  northward  upon  the  first  advice  that  the 
eiiemy  should  be  throwing  any  force  up  the  North 
River.  General  Howe's  in  a  manner  abandoning 
General  Bui^oyue,  is  so  unaceouutable  a  matter, 
ibut,  till  I  am  fully  assured  it  is  eo,  I  cannot  help 
catting  mr/  eyet  continually  behind  me,  Aa  I  shall 
pay  no  regard  U>  any  flying  reports  of  the  appear- 
ttuce  of  the  fleet,  I  shall  expect  an  aecuimt  of  it 
(roni  you,  the  moment  you  have  ascerinincd  it  to 
your  salUfaction." 

On  tbe  3Ut.  he  was  informed  tliat  the  euemy's 
fleet  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  sml  had 
arrived  tiie  day  previous  al  the  Capes  of  Dela- 
ware. He  instantly  wrote  to  Putnam  to  hurry 
on  two  brigudea,  which  hail  crossed  the  river,  anil 
to  let  Schuyler  and  the  commauders  in  the  East- 
em  Slates  know  that  they  bad  nothing  la  fear 
frtiiu  Howe,  and  might  bend  all  their  forces,  con- 
tinental and  militia,  against  liurgoyne.     In  the 

about  six  miles  trom  Philiulelphia,  to  \m  at  hand 
for  the  defense  of  that  city. 

Tbe  veiy  nest  day  came  word,  by  express, 
that  the  fleet  had  again  sailed  out  of  the  Capes, 
and  apparently  sbaped  ita  course  eastward.     "  This 


g  ereni  gives  me  the  gr^klest  anxieiy," 
writn  he  i*>  Puuttin  (Aogvst  l),'-a»d  unlns 
erery  |M>ssibte  exenioa  is  waade,  may  tie  produo- 
tiTi;  of  the  haj^ie^t  conseqneoees  k)  the  enemy 
and  ilie  mo^t  iujorions  to  us.  ...  ■  The 
ini{MrUuioe  of  preT^DtJng  Ur.  Hoire**  gectug 
pwaesuoQ  of  the  Higfahutds  by  »  <»t^  de  moio, 
is  inliiiiie  (o  Amerim ;  and.  in  the  present  eiU 
a«tk>a  of  thin^  «Te<7  effort  thai  cut  be  ihoogbt 
of  tnusi  bo  u^oiL  11k  prafaaUIity  of  his  going 
to  the  otfiiwanl  is  exoee^ngl;  (mD,  and  the  ill 
etfbcts  (hat  aa^bn  attsnd  math  m  ttep  iuconskier- 
$3tAo  in  oMOfKriMa  vitk  tkoae  that  would  iner- 
iiahhr  attend  »  waactmtti  tnte  oo  the  Iligh- 


.  XfecJOty  «a  ftmtOiti.  inteiifing  to  fiinnud  dte 
tmt  of  the  MnT  «riA  aU  the  eajieJiiioa  in  Ua 
■owwL      Be  vniMi,  ifaa^  to  GtMenl   Gtatgt 

Ibe  New  T«(4t  mMk  n>  «iotU  be  collMed. 
CbbiM.  he  h  «fcaeniri,  ki4  >«  hea  kMlalM 
pmnMr  «f  the  Stue  of  NewToct  —  the  fini 
fCVMB  «4evMed  to  daa  «&«  oDder  the  eaasiitB- 
lb«.  Heetai  aeMMwl  tt  MCnd  eownandof 
An  wflMn  «f  the  ;Siib,wwI  k  m*  «ith  gttat 
MlhftiMlnn  *H  WaMitpn  nrtac^— lUr  leant 

W  kmk  iimiwhiil  to  w— e  dw  '  i  1  ot 

Pen  Mwrtitwwy  a  i^  Ifi^Aaads:  -IVm 
cannot  hf  n  mere  pvefpor  vn^   vrnes  he^  ~  on 
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Vaahington.  moreover,  requested  Putnam  to 
■end  aa.  cxftreia  tu  Goveruur  Trumbull,  urging 
— Biiain-i*  Oom  ibe  mililiu  of  tiis  Suitu  witliout 
K  momtral'^  loss  of  time.  "  Cotiiivotii'ut  ouiuiot 
be  in  more  itaiiger  through  any  channel  thtm 
thu.  ami  evecy  motive  of  Us  own  iuieresC  and 
tfac  general  gouil  demzmda  its  uUuost  eiultuvorg 
to  give  you  effeccnal  assii«ta(Ke.  Governor  Trum- 
bnll  wilL  I  trast.  be  sensible  of  this." 

And  here  we  take  owasiou  to  oliserTe.  that 
there  eonld  be  no  surer  reliance  for  aid  in  lime 
of  danger  than  the  patriolUmof  Governor  Truiu- 
buQ ;  Qor  were  ibere  men  more  ready  to  obey 
a  sudden  appeal  to  arms  than  the  yeomanry  of 
Conuet.-ticut ;  however  mDi:h  their  hearts  mijjht 
■nhsequently  yeani  toward  tlie  farms  and  tire- 
sides  they  had  so  promplly  abaudoiiwl.  No  por- 
don  of  the  Union  was  more  severely  taskedi 
throQghoiil  the  Revolutioa,  for  military  services ; 
and  Wa-hington  avowed,  when  the  gi'ent  struggle 
-,  that,  "  if  all  the  States  tiiul  ^oiiu  tlieir 
duty  as  well  as  the  little  Stale  of  GoiiiK^^ticnt, 
the  war  would  have  been  ended  long  ago,"  ' 
micaled  by  Profeasor  B.  Sillimnn. 


CUAl'TKR   XII. 


QaM  Ml  IW  Alert  (br  >  Cotiiiiuiid — Schuster 
In  IVniinM.  —  I'ul  vii  hU  CIimH.  —  Ciuiro  i  ^ 

CUlrlu  ll*aJ-i|uatl*n.  —  tiatn  appainlrd  lu  the 
tWranoMnl.  —  WuhiBKltfii'i  SpntiltfiMix  «a  llw : 

Itw  l\>iiuiitBUtM.  —  CatMHi  TtuImU  nstcn  i 


lEnr,  bal 
■iiliSt. 


1^  far  wow  lilw  psA. 
a>«olK«  Um  te  rite  <lifig!M»  off  «» 
III  k  truu  !h)  <•»      ' 
itUM,.  tvilourty 

IhNa.  iwmbIbJ  I|]t  tiift.  mritat  and  ifiMi. 
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there,  he  had  mude  such  diaposicions  as  pliunly 
iudiualed  an  intcutiou  to  deliver  it  to  the  enemy. 
In  the  eugernesB  to  excite  popular  feeling  against 
him,  olil  Blaiulers  were  revived,  and  the  failure  of 
the  invagioD  of  Canada,  and  all  the  subsequent 
disRsters  in  that  qwirter,  were  agaiu  laid  to  his 
charge  as  comtnauillng  general  ol'  the  Northern 
department.  "  In  short,"  writes  ScJiuyler  in  one 
of  hja  letters,  "every  art  ia  made  use  of  to  de- 
stroy that  conlidence  which  it  is  so  essential  the 
army  should  have  in  its  general  oHicerH,  and  this 
100  by  people  pretending  to  be  friends  to  the 
country." ' 

These  charges,  which  for  some  time  eKisted 
merely  m  popular  clamor,  liad  recently  been 
I^en  np  in  Cungi'ess,  and  a  strong  demonstra- 
tion had  been  made  against  him  by  some  of  the 
New  England  delegates.  "  Your  enemies  in  this 
quarter,"  wi'ites  his  friend,  the  Hon.  William 
Duer  (July  2Dth),  "are  leaving  uo  means  uuea- 
sayed  to  blast  your  cbarooler,  and  to  impute  Co 
your  appointment  in  that  department  a  loss 
which,  rightly  investigated,  can  be  impnte'l  to 
very  different  causes. 

"  Be  not  surprised  if  yoa  should  be  desired  to 
attend  Congress,  to  give  an  account  of  tlie  loss 
of  Ticonderoga.  With  respect  to  the  result  of 
the  inquiry  I  am  under  no  apprehensions.  Like 
gold  tried  in  the  fire,  I  trust  that  you,  my  dear 
fneud,  will  be  found  more  pure  and  bright  than 
ever.  ....  From  tlie  nature  of  your 
department,  and  other  unavoidable  causes,  you 

ISchnyler  to  Governor  Trumbull.     Latler  Book. 
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hftTO  not  lind  an  opportunity,  during  the  course 
of  lliiB  wur,  of  L'viucing  that  spirit  which  I  and 
your  more  iiilimati^  frientls  know  you  lo  possess : 
of  this  drfumswnre  pirdjndice  iskes  a  cruel  ad- 
TMitAgtt,  anil  nialiiv  letuls  «i  easy  ear  to  her  dic- 
tate. A  hint  iku  this  cubject  a  euffidcnt.  You 
will  noU  I  am  «ure.  see  tUs  plan  tiU  yoor  cod- 
duct  ^\^  ih«  lie  to  this  iBMBBaiiotk.  as  it  has 
doiw  before  lu  every  ocfaer  wUdi  your  otemiea 
baw  M  iitditstTHMAly  dmilaiwL'  * 

Sehwykr.  in  tvply.  «x|wraMd  the  moM  anleat 
wMi  Itml  OonfraM  maU  enfar  biw  to  attend  and 
five  an  acoosM  ef  his  cwdnci.     He  «    ~ 
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Mire  ander  him.  This  Imil  «  great  effect  in  the 
present  time  of  peril,  with  several  of  the  delegaies 
from  the  EhnI.  who  discredited  tlie  otiier  charges 
Bgfiitist  him.  The  cousequence  was,  ihnt  iifier  long 
and  ardent  debates,  Ju  which  some  uf  the  most 
eminent  delegates  from  New  York,  who  itiiimtttely 
knew  his  wortli,  stood  up  in  his  fiivor,  it  was  rs- 
sotved  (August  1st)  ihnt  both  Genei-nl  Schuj'Ier 
nnd  Gent;ral  St-  Clair  should  be  summoned  to 
head- quarters  to  account  for  the  nii^ftirlunes  in  the 
North,  and  that  Washington  should  l>e  directed 
to  onler  siicli  generitl  officer  iia  he  kIioiiM  think 
proper  to  succeed  Genera!  Sctiuyier  in  the  com- 
mand of  the  Northern  department. 

The  very  next  day  a  letter  was  oddresied  to 
Washington  by  eeveriil  of  the  leadiiig  Eusteni 
mentbers,  men  nf  unquestionable  good  iaith,  sucb 
ftS  Samuel  and  John  Adams,  urging  the  appoint' 
roent  of  Gates,  "  No  man,  in  our  opinion,  "  said 
they,  "  will  be  more  likely  to  restore  harmony, 
onler  and  discipline,  and  retrieve  our  affairs  ii) 
that  quarter.  He  lias,  on  experience,  acquired 
the  confidence  and  stands  high  in  tlie  enteem  of 
the  Eastern  troops."  Washington  excused  him- 
self from  making  any  nomination,  alleging  tlial 
the  Norlheni  department  hiul,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure, been  ooTisidered  a  separate  one ;  ihiit,  niore- 
:,  the  situation  of  the  department  was  deliutte, 
and  might  involve  interesting  and  delicate  consc'- 
qnences.  The  nomination,  therefore,  was  made 
by  Congress  i  the  Eastern  influence  prevailed,  and 
Gates  received  the  appointment,  so  loiig  the  object 
of  his  aspiratioiiB,  if  not  intrigues. 
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Washington  det'ply  regrelled  the  removBl  of  a. 
noblo-hcurtcd  mnn,  with  whom  he  Imd  aciei]  so 
hanniKiiousIjr,  whose  exertions  hnd  betin  si>  riier- 
geiic  nitd  iiiiwoitriei),  and  who  was  sa  peculiitrl; 
fitted  lur  the  vnried  duties  of  tlie  department.  Me 
QODsoIed  liiniwlf.  hotrevcr,  with  the  ilioiight  that 
the  excuw  of  waiit  of  con(ideiic«  in  ihe  general  of- 
<lc«ra,  hilherlo  alleged  by  the  Eastern  States  for 
withbaliling  reinforcements,  would  be  obviated  hj 
the  prv»enoc  of  llits  man  of  tbeir  choice. 

With  ilie  prevnlenl  wisdom  of  his  pen,  he  en- 
deavuivi)  lo  nllay  the  distrnsls  nod  apprelwoftioits 
amtkened  bj>  ilie  misforluiM  at  Tkonden^a.  which 
he  owsidpri-d  the  woret  consequence  of  that  event. 
**  If  lh«  inntlor  were  cooUy  aud  di^Hm^iooatelj  con- 
stdttrnl.''  «rrit««  be  to  the  Coiwcil  of  Saf<:^tj  .>f  the 
Sut«  of  New  Totfc,  'tbet«  wmiU  be  uulhing 
(buad  Ml  (imnidMbfa  in  GonenJ  Bargoyne  and  the 
(brae  nndor  iHin,  with  «U  Iw  snotnwA.  lo  oouiite- 
Mune*  the  leaM  4(^grae  of  Ja^anJettty ;  and  eipe- 
wwioa  wa«U  show,  Aat  evtn  the  raodeimte  excr- 
Amm  «f  dM  Stata  WOK  iamediaitdf  intensted, 
wmM  be  MftrieM  (e  &mA  hi*  eaner.  md.  pei^ 
iMfK,  CMiven  Htm  •Jvli^e^  be  ba»  gvaed  to  bb 
miR.  ....  \t\  iet  noi  pve  m  efleotoal 
m4  M  I  «o«M  «^  ID  Ihe  TCorthun  arm^  il  is  not 
fkvoi  w«Bl  of  iiMdinarMMi.  not  from  bri^  too  little 
iwynwiwi  with  ibe  imfwrtaiKie  of  dmog  it;  hot 
beeo—c  ihr  state  of  aSiirs  in  this  qsaner  will  not 
{toniMif  wliaii  of  it.  li  «n«U  be  (he  he^a  ef 
impolicy  to  •(vnlnt  ooneleee  tea  laaA  here,  ia 


siiendi 


I  diftanh.  »  weOae 
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of  greater  momeut,  to  control  the  main  army  of  the 
euemy,  ihnn  tui  iuferior,  and,  I  may  say,  dependent 
one  ;  tiir  it  is  pretty  obvious  ttiiit  if  Geiiei'til  Hone 
can  be  kept  at  bay,  and  prevenlud  from  effecting  his 
purposes,  the  successes  of  Genenil  Burgoyne,  whal- 
ever  ihey  may  he,  must  be  partial  and  lempornry." 

The  migucity  and  foresight  of  this  pulley  will 
be  nianifeHted  by  aher  events. 

On  the  same  day  on  whiuh  the  above  letter 
n-as  writteu,  he  officially  announced  to  Giites  liis 
appui Diluent,  and  desired  him  to  proceed  im- 
mediately to  the  place  of  his  destination :  wishing 
him  success,  and  that  he  "  might  speedily  be  able 
to  restore  the  face  of  aSkirs  in  that  quarter." 

About  this  time  took  e£fect  a  measure  of  Con- 
gress, making  a  complete  change  in  the  cominJB- 
sariaL  This  important  and  complicated  depart- 
ment hod  hitherto  been  under  the  management  of 
oue  commissary  general.  Colonel  Josejih  Trumbull 
of  CunnectJcuL  By  the  new  arrangement  there 
were  to  be  two  commissary-generals,  oue  of  pur- 
chases, the  other  of  issues ;  each  to  be  appointed 
by  Congress.  They  were  (o  have  several  deputy 
commissaries  under  them,  but  accountable  to  Con- 
gress, and  lo  be  appointed  and  removed  by  that 
body.  These,  and  many  subordinate  rirrange- 
meuls,  had  been  adopted  in  oppoaiiion  to  the 
opinion  of  Washington,  and,  most  unfortunately, 
were  brouglit  into  operation  in  the  midst  of  this 
perplexed  and  crilicid  campaign. 

Their  first  effect  was  to  cause  the  resignation 
of  Colonel  Trumbull,  who  had  been  uominnted 
coniniissai'y  of  purchases;  and  the  entrance  into 
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office  of  a  iiniober  of  inexperieDnhl  men.  The 
uliimiile  tiffecl  was  (o  parnljze  the  organizatioo 
of  this  TiUl  deparlmeut ;  to  cause  delay  rhiI  con- 
fufioQ  iu  funtishiug  aod  fonciirdiiig  supplies ;  and 
to  relnnl  and  ecnbarrasa  tbe  operaiions  of  llie 
difiereul  armies  thruuglioul  the  yeta,  Wasliiug- 
tOD  had  luan;  dangers  &ud  dilficuliiea  to  harass 
anj  perplex  him  throughout  this  complicated 
campnigii,  nud  not  amoug  ibe  least  m»y  be  cinssed 
tbe  ~  stumliUugs  of  Cougr^d." 


I  Iht  pMfila  «f  the  Sew  EBgUod 
SiMw.  -■  T>cw  «w  MM  M  iadinteal  oosMctad  with  Uw 
BnwtalMK"  ohig  ■  —  haa  **  fUfniig  whom  Ifaeiv  u  mon 

fclWwrf  Mt  H—I1J-" 

•  b««tol  faflamr  of  Galas,  uul 
It  fau  rinJf 


4  V>k  dMi«DMiMi>«r 

Wair  «r  K**  TMk.  fvto*<  Mm  ik>  B  >a  af  tiM  aaafaMn 
(MMna,Ml4«*MMB  MBaf^  fcKisBk  viawbainha 
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Waahinitton'*  l^laxitifs  abant  thf  Briti^  FlaM.  —  Pnliuni 
■ad  tiovtrnor  CItntoD  put  on  (he  Alen  in  the  Higliliucb. 
—  UoTKiD  and  ha  RiOenien  Bent  to  Ilie  Nanh.  —  Wuhing- 
lonal  i'hibdeliiliia.  —  His  First  Inlerviuw  with  Ltftjtttc. 
~  [Dlvtllfnncv  about  tlig  KlecL  — ExplanitinntaritiMarc- 
menls.  —  KeriiiT  of  Ihe  Armv.  —  La&vclu  miMkiies  lh> 
Kalun  of  Hi*  CommiMioa.  —  His  Alllann  wilk  Wubing- 
ton.  —  Umh  of  tlH  Ard^  tbionj^h  PUUdetphia.  —  En- 
uiu|iai«iil  St  Wiliniugloa. 

■■■ruKOK  i^.'verttl  daja  Wostiitigton  remained 
n  StT!  "'  GennanlowQ  in  paiuful  uiicertHioIy 
11^^  nbout  llie  British  tieer ;  nlietber  gone  lo 
ibe  soutli  or  to  Ui«  eitst.  Tbe  iDteaae  heat  of  tbe 
weatber  ninde  liitu  UDwillitig  again  to  idotu  hia 
Army,  ntrieiuly  exoessirely  biinissed  by  mai^iinga 
Auil  ooiinter-marcbiugs.  Coud tiding,  at  lengib, 
tbnt  the  Aiwt  bail  actiiall/  gone  to  tbe  east,  he 
was  ouc«  iiicitv  ou  tbe  waj  to  recross  ilie  Delaware, 
wlieu  ail  espresa  orertook  him  on  the  lOih  of 
August,  with  tidings  that  three  dajs  before  it  bad 
bwn  Ken  off  Sinrpusent  Inlet,  about  sixteen 
kagUM  wtith  of  the  Ctt^ea  of  Delaware. 

Aimin  bs  oune  to  a  hall,  and  wailed  for  further 
ntfUigMiM.  Danger  suggested  itself  from  a 
diffiareut  qtutrtcr.  Uigfai  il  not  be  Howe's  }>liui, 
bjr  thus  nfipcMiitf;  with  Us  ^lips  at  diffifreni  places, 
to  lura  th«  tmay  after  him.  and  thereby  leave  the 
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oooDtry  open  for  Sir  Henry  ClinloQ  wilh  the 
troops  at  New  York  to  form  a  jiinctiou  with 
Burgoyne?  Wilh  iLIa  idea  Wiwiiiiigton  wrole 
forthwith  to  the  veteran  Futtmin  to  be  on  lh<: 
alert  ;  collect  all  the  force  he  could  lo  strengthen 
hb  post  at  FeekskiM,  and  send  [town  »pii;s  to  oa- 
cerlain  whether  Sir  Henry  Clinton  wiis  iictually 
at  New  York,  and  what  troops  he  hnd  there. 
"If  he  has  the  number  of  men  with  him  that  is 
reported,"  observes  Waahingion,  "  it  is  probably 
with  the  intention  to  attack  you  from  below,  while 
Burgoyne  comes  down  upon  you  from  above." 

The  old  general,  whose  boost  it  wiu  that  he 
never  slept  but  with  one  eye,  was  atreaily  on  the 
alert.  A  circnmHtnnce  had  given  him  proof  posi- 
tive that  Sir  Henry  was  in  New  York,  anil  had 
roused  his  mililnry  ire.  A  spy,  sent  by  ihat  com- 
roaniler,  had  deen  detected  furtively  colleciing  in- 
formation of  the  force  and  condition  of  the  post  at 
Peekskill,  and  had  undergone  a  military  IriaL 
A  vessel  of  war  came  up  the  Hudson  in  all  Iiasia, 
and  landed  a  flag  ol  Irnce  at  Verplauck's  Point, 
by  which  a  message  was  transmitted  to  Putnam 
from  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  claiming  Edmund  Palmer 
as  a  lieutenant  in  the  British  service. 

The  reply  of  the  old  general  was  brief  hut  em- 
phatic. 

"  HBAD-qcARTKRa,  Itk  Aug.,  1777. 

"  Edmund  Palmer,  an  officer  in  the  enemy's  ser- 
vice, was  taken  as  a  spy  lurking  within  our  lines; 
he  has  been  tried  ns  a  spy,  condemned  aa  a  spy, 
and  shall  be  executed  as  a  spy  :  and  the  flag  is 
ordered  lo  depart  immediately. 

"lanAEL  Pltnam. 
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"  P.    S.  —  He    litis,    accordingly,  been    execu- 


GoveriHir  CliDloa,  the  other  guardinn  of  tbe 
Uighland^,  and  acluully  at  his  post  at  Fort  Mnnt- 
gomery,  v/as  equally  on  ttie  alerL  He  hiu)  tiiith- 
fully  followed  Wasliington'd  diroctiooa,  in  order- 
ing out  militia  from  difTereot  couiiliea  lo  reiiilorce 
bis  owu  g»rrisou  nnd  the  army  uujer  Schnyler, 
"  I  never  knew  the  militia  come  out  with  greater 
alacrity,"  writes  he  ;  "  but,  as  mauy  of  them  have 
yet  a  great  part  of  tlieir  barvesla  iu  tbe  lield,  I 
f«ar  it  will  be  difficult  to  delnia  ihem  long,  unless 
the  enemy  will  make  Kiroe  movements  iliat  indi- 
cate a  design  of  coining  ibi^  way  suildeiily,  and 
so  obvious  as  Id  be  believed  by  the  militia." 

At  the  same  time,  the  worthy  governor  ex- 
prcoaod  his  5ur)>rise  that  tbe  Northern  army  hod 
not  be«u  reinrurced  from  the  eastward.  "  The 
weitt  of  ixiuliJence  in  the  general  otHcers  to  the 
DOTihmtrd,'*  adds  he,  "  is  the  specious  reason. 
To  mc  it  appears  a  very  weak  one.  Common 
gratitude  lo  a  f\»Uit  State,  as  well  as  duty  lo  the 
coniinejil  at  laige,  conjure  in  calling  on  our  east- 
ern neighbors  to  step  forth  on  this  occasion." 

One  measure  more  wa$  taken  by  Washington, 
during  this  interval,  in  aid  of  the  NonJieru  deparf- 
ntraL  11m*  Indians  wbu  accompanied  Burgoyne 
were  nhjects  of  gradt  dread  to  the  American  troops, 
npOCuUy  th«  militia.  As  a  counierpoise  to  them, 
ba  now  sent  up  CdImkI  Moi^an  wiih  five  bun- 
drtd  rillerant,  to  figtit  tbem  in  their  own  way. 
"  TVy  ar«  all  choMn    mca,*  said  he,  "  selected 
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Irora  the  armj  at  Urge,  and  well  acquainletl  with 
the  use  of  rifles  and  with  Ihat  mode  of  fighting. 
I  t^xpecl  ilie  most  eminent  services  from  iheni,  aud 
I  nliall  be  mistaken  if  their  presence  does  not  gu 
fMT  towards  producins;  a  general  deserliou  among 
the  savages."  It  was,  indeed,  an  arm  of  strength, 
which  he  could  but  ill  spare  from  his  own  army, 

Putnam  WHS  directed  to  have  sloops  rendj  to 
tTADsport  ihein  up  the  Hudson,  and  Gates  was  in- 
formed of  their  heing  on  the  way,  and  about  what 
time  he  might  expect  them,  aa  well  as  two  regi- 
ments from  Peekskill,  under  colonels  Van  Court- 
landt  and  Livingstjsn. 

•^  With  these  reinforcements,  besides  the  militia 
under  General  Lincoln,"  writes  Washington  to 
Gates,  "  1  am  iu  hopes  you  will  find  yourself  at 
least  equal  to  stop  the  progress  of  Mr.  Burgoyoe, 
and,  by  cutting  off  his  supplies  of  provisions,  to 
render  his  situation  very  ineligible."  Witshington 
was  thu»,  in  a  nwnner,  carrying  on  two  games  ftt 
once,  with  Howe  on  the  seaboard  and  with  Bur- 
goyue  on  the  upper  waters  of  the  Hudson,  and  en- 
deavoring by  skillful  movements  to  give  check  to 
both.  It  was  an  arduous  and  complicated  task,  es- 
pecially with  his  ecitnty  and  ^uclualing  means,  and 
the  wide  extent  of  country  and  great  distances  over 
which  he  had  lo 
His  measures 
Burgoyne  were  i 
ried    into   effect. 


of 


throw  a  force  in  the  rea 
w  in  a  fair  way  of  being  car- 
Lincoln  was  at  Bennington. 
Stork  had  joined  him  with  a  body  of  New  Hamp- 
shire militia,  aud  a  corps  of  Alassachusella  militia 
was  arriving.     "  Such  a  force  in  his  rear,"  ob- 
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served  Washington,  "will  oblige  BHrgo3fne  to 
leave  suoh  strong  posts  behind  hs  must  nuike  his 
mnin  boily  very  weak,  and  extremely  cnpable  of 
being  repulsed  by  the  force  we  have  in  front." 

During  his  eiicampnieiit  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Philadelphia,  Washington  waa  repeiitedly  at  thai 
city,  making  himself  acquainted  with  the  military 
capabilities  of  the  place  and  its  surrounding  coun- 
try, and  directing  the  CDnatruction  of  fortiScatious 
on  the  river.  lu  one  of  these  visits  he  bec&me 
BCqoainted  with  the  young  Marquis  de  Lafayette, 
who  had  recently  arrived  from  France,  in  com- 
pany with  a  number  of  French,  Polish,  and  Ger- 
man ollicer^  among  whom  wafi  the  Baron  de 
Kiilb.  The  marquis  was  not  quite  twenty  yeat^ 
of  age,  yet  had  already  been  married  nearly  three 
years  to  a  lady  of  niuk  and  fortune.  Pull  of  the 
roraauce'of  liberty,  he  had  torn  himself  Irom  Ilia 
youthful  bride,  turned  his  baclc  upon  the  gayeties 
and  splendors  of  a  court,  and  in  deSnnce  of  im- 
pedimenta and  difficulties  mi:lltplied  in  his  path, 
bad  made  his  way  to  America  lo  join  its  hazard- 
ous fortunes. 

He  sent  in  bis  letters  of  recommendation  to  Mr. 
Lovell,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Foreigu  Af- 
fairs ;  and  applied  the  next  day  at  the  door  of 
Congress  to  know  his  success.  Mr,  Lovell  came 
forth,  and  gave  bim  but  little  encouragemecit ; 
Congress,  in  fact  waa  embarassed  by  the  number 
of  foreign  applications,  many  without  merit.  La- 
fayette immediately  sent  in  the  following  note : 
"  After  my  sacrifices,  I  have  the  light  to  ask  two 
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fevoTs !  one  is  to  serve  tit  my  owd  expense ;  the 
other,  to  commence  by  laerring  na  a  volunteer." ' 

Tbis  simple  appeitl  hnd  its  effect :  it  called  at- 
teuiiou  lo  his  peculiar  case.  Hnd  Congress  resolved 
on  the  Slst  of  July,  that  in  cooaideratiou  of  his 
zeal,  hia  illustrious  family  and  conneciions,  he 
should  have  the  rank  of  msjur-geDera)  in  the  urmy 
of  the  United  Stales. 

It  was  at  A  public  dinner,  where  a  number  of 
members  of  Congress  were  present,  that  LiifayettQ 
Aret  saw  Washiugion.  lie  immediately  knew 
him,  he  said,  from  the  officers  who  surrounded 
him,  by  his  commanding  air  and  person.  When 
the  parly  was  breaking  up,  Washington  took  him 
aside,  complimented  him  in  a  gracious  manner  on 
his  disiuieresied  ze;il  and  the  generosity  of  his 
conduct,  and  invited  him  to  make  head-qnarters 
his  home.  ''  I  cannot  promise  you  the  luxuries  of 
a  oouri,"  eaid  he,  "  hut  as  you  have  become  an 
American  soldier,  you  will,  doubtless,  accommo- 
date yourself  to  ihe  fare  of  an  American  army." 

Uany  (lays  had  now  elapsed  without  further 
tidiugsof  the  fleet.  What  hud  become  of  it?  Had 
Howe  gone  against  Cliarlestou  ?  If  so,  the  dis- 
tance was  t«o  great  to  think  of  following  him. 
Before  the  army,  debilitated  and  wasted  by  a 
long  march,  under  a  summer  sun,  in  an  unhealthy 
climate,  could  reach  there,  he  might  accomplish 
every  purpose  he  had  in  view,  and  reembark  bis 
troops  to  turn  his  arms  agaiust  Philadelphia,  or 
any  other  jwint,  without  the  army  being  at  hand 
to  oppose  him. 

1   Mtimirti  du  Gtn.  Lnfnytltit,  torn.  i.  p.  18. 
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Wfaat,  under  these  uncertain  des,  was  to  he 
done  ?  Beiaain  ioactiTe,  in  the  remote  pro)>alnl< 
itj  of  Howe's  returning  this  iray ;  or  proceed  to 
the  HuiboD  with  a  view  either  to  op{>OGe  Bnr- 
goyne,  or  make  an  attempt  upon  New  York  ? 
A  Buceeseful  stroke  with  respect  to  either,  might 
make  up  for  any  losses  sustaioed'  in  the  South. 
The  letter  was  unanimously  determined  in  a 
coundl  uf  war,  in  which  the  Marquis  Lafiiyelle 
took  part.  As  it  was,  however,  a  movemeut 
that  might  involve  the  most  important  couse- 
quences,  Washington  sent  his  aid&.de-camp.  Col- 
onel Alexander  Hamilton,  with  a  letter  to  the 
President  of  Coogress,  requesting  the  opinioD  of 
that  body.  Congress  approved  the  decision  of 
the  onuDeil,  and  the  army  was  about  to  be  put  in 
marcli,  when  all  these  tormenting  uneert^ntieB 
were  brought  to  an  end  by  intelligence  that  the 
fleet  had  uctoally  entered  the  Chesapeake,  and 
auchored  at  Swan  Point,  at  least  two  hundred 
miles  within  the  capes.  "  By  General  Howe'a 
coming  so  liir  np  the  Chesapeake,"  writes  Wash- 
ington," he  must  mean  to  reach  Philadelphia  by 
that  route,  though  to  be  sure  it  is  a  sirange  oue." 

The  mystery  of  these  various  ap}>earances  and 
vanishings,  which  had  caused  so  much  wonder  and 
perplexity,  is  easily  explained.  Shortly  before 
putting  to  sea  with  the  ships  of  war,  Howe  had 
sent  a  number  of  transports,  and  a  ship  cut  down 
as  a  floating  battery,  up  the  Hudson,  which  had 
induced  Wasliington  to  dispaleh  troops  to  the 
Highlands.  After  putting  [o  sea,  the  fleet  was  a 
week  in  reaching  the  Capes  of  Delaware.     When 
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there,  the  commanders  were  deterred  from  gq- 
teriiig  the  river  by  reports  of  measures  tuken 
b>  obstruct  its  navigation.  It  was  then  deter- 
mined to  make  for  Chexapeuke  Bay,  and  up- 
pro&ch,  in  that  way,  as  near  as  possible  lo  Phil- 
adelphiH.  Contrary  winds,  however,  kept  them 
for  &  long  time  from  getting  inio  the  biiy. 

Lo&yette,  in  his  memoirs,  describes  a  review 
of  Wasliington's  aimy  which  he  witnessed  about 
this  time.  "  Eleven  thousand  men,  but  tolerably 
armed,  and  still  worse  dad,  presented,"  lie  said, 
"a  singular  spectacle;  in  this  parti-colored  and 
oiten  naked  state,  tlie  best  dresses  were  bunting 
shirts  of  brown  linen.  Tbeir  tactics  were  equally 
irregular.  They  were  arrange*!  without  regard 
to  size,  excepting  that  the  smallest  men  were  the 
front  rank;  with  all  this,  there  were  good  look- 
ing soldiers  conducted  by  zealous  officers." 

"  We  ought  lo  feel  embarraased,"  said  Wusb- 
inglon  to  him,  *'  in  presenting  ourselves  before  an 
officer  just  from  the  French  army." 

*'  It  is  to  learn,  and  not  to  instruct,  that  I  come 
here,"  was  Lafayette's  apt  and  modest  reply  ;  and 
it  gained  him  immeiliate  popularity. 

The  marquis,  however,  bad  misconceived  the 
nature  of  his  appointment;  his  commission  was 
merely  honorary,  but  he  had  supposed  it  given 
witli  a  view  to  the  command  of  a  division  of  the 
army.  This  misconception  on  his  part  caused 
Washington  some  embarrassment.  The  marquis, 
with  his  characteristic  vivacity  aiid  ardor,  was 
eager  for  immediate  employ.  He  admitted  that 
he  was  youug  and  inexperienced,  but  always  ac- 


I -50 


r     V-  ■.- 


T^x?j'.y;r\v. 


'  •    '^'    .■  •    :  "I  r      .'I.'      "i.:  .1  <       .:*     7.    l:i:.    H     'ill?    UnLLI 

:•".!  .1  ••;..!.•   L"-.   !.••■.   V  !li.-    ;:ii:     r    ■•  iii:  lit  I  i,::!  t: 
;iL*^y    ■■    -i:;   i  ■    v    :      'i'-:'    ■i»«;:^':    i.iii    i^   *z- 

•  *."?•'    r  :•' .1  ••••  ■<.-    i.'rili-j.M.ii.-?    ir   filliTM    TIlt:!lT 

iji'M'»»*  .".  !.'■..:  [I'-  J^^  •hi:  i»-  i;uii*!  ".r:i::i.-i^='?- 
rn."  »•  J  •  i.'.'.n.T.ji  ,  vii«"'!.  v'.ii  nf  r.  i^  l'ili:- 
'ii.ii  ■  -I '•"i-  : '•  ••  -M'  ;;;f>M"^-»ii  '■•iii:t:'-r  T  l::'f 
T"  ■«  V  t.  i.^"  "Ir  /■.ifi"--'ii"  III  trir-  V'l.ivl.  I!»f- 
-.^-,.-.---  >::.->  J-  ■  :iir-iii  ■;  ii  n  iiii»i:u-ii:i  i.i*:. 
»'■•*:;' :i' ' I li  '•■•;'  ifii-*-'"^  //I  'intn  /.fr'tiit  tr  nl 
...  'Ill  /','  -i.T  /  "*  'ft'  •'.s  •iifti'i'n  II  f  ff'-it  rfini>.\. 
t^'nn  i"fi 'ti  '  f-  It"  *iin-/r'ir',nt.  hnr  .in':* 'i.^'ul'i 
fitU'  oli/i  ttt  '.' ni:  fi  (ftfr  ifiin  ■•^fn'ifi"/*/  ffitt 
H'ltfl-   *  :-«.»V      .'"ir'      >     !»••.■*:      Cl-*'ii:'ir-l       :ilf      :%'. 

;!n  i»*-{»  riilii  utrv-  .i  \\>  :  iiiniriwln..  •iIiIIIiIuJt 
fjj'ii;!?::,  ii>  !-oiir  uiu  !'(ti::iiiMiii"  :i  rin  m*":t- 
/•li  llf'iTiiii  '!  i  v.::-  lii:iii',:ir<  n  V  :t'ihiiij[.rrfii»  :ija: 
ill  v.'ii-  iHi  iiiiiiiti  r»'  :iii  I'-Ufi*  11"  .. ;iT: ■'■''.: I !  V 
riiiiiiir<^wii  II  M'-M  Inn  :  .  fiunnuni  lui  v.':t-  n; 
Ifhir^-  II  inliMV  u^  Mv.'i  inii;.»nt:'n"  n  rin  inii:i!*: 
*T\yt>  ^(il  (:•(  liHi  n  :  (li'i-i-Mij  -^iri::Ltuii.  viri 
rnshiov  II  riii  ir«:iT(Ui>..  v.lii-<i  m>i*t.i?-^'S-;mc  nisii:- 
IIW^  Miu.  ■Nj'l'-'iii.^rili  *ni^  f.i-",\  nsiii»^-«  ■^•!j?i'J.  WW 
yt\srt^    I   :tT.Mn)     "iiuM     :im     in»  ;ni».?i-ii  i     ni'.'^'rrir- 


MARCH   THROCan  PBILADELPBU.      157 

tated  caution.  Lafuyetle.  however,  from  t!ie  first 
Attached  himself  to  Washingtoa  with  uii  affection- 
ate reverence,  the  sincerity  of  wliich  could  not 
be  miatakeo,  sD<t  soon  won  his  way  into  a  heart, 
which,  with  all  its  apparent  coldness,  was  natu- 
rally confiding,  and  required  sycnpathj  and  friend- 
ship ;  and  it  is  a  picture  well  worthy  to  be  hung 
up  in  history, — this  cordial  and  enduring  alliance 
of  the  cjilni.  dignified,  sedate  "Wasliiiigton,  mature 
in  years  and  wisdom,  and  the  young,  buoyant,  en- 
thusiastic La&yette. 

The  several  divisions  of  the  army  had  lieen 
snmmoned  to  the  inmiediate  neighborhood  of 
Philailelphia.  and  llie  militia  of  FeiiiisylTonia, 
Delaware,  and  the  northern  parts  of  Virginia 
were  called  out.  Many  of  the  militia,  with  Col- 
onel ProL'lor's  corps  of  artillery,  had  been  or- 
dered to  rendezvous  at  Chester  on  the  Delaware, 
about  twelve  miles  l^low  Fhiladelpliia ;  anil,  by 
Washington's  orders,  General  Wayne  left  his 
brigade  under  the  next  in  command,  and  re- 
paired to  Chester,  to  arrange  the  troo^>6  assem- 
bling there. 

As  there  had  been  much  disaffection  to  the 
cause  evinced  in  Philailelphiii,  Wasliingtuu,  in 
onler  to  encourage  its  fiiends  and  dishearten  its 
enemies,  mai'ched  with  the  whole  army  through 
the  city,  down  Front  and  up  Chestnut  Street. 
Great  pajns  were  taken  to  make  tlie  display  as 
imposing  as  possible.  All  were  charged  to  keep 
to  their  ranks,  carry  their  arms  well,  and  step  in 
time  to  the  mii^tic  of  the  drums  and  fifes,  collected 
in  tlie  centre  of  each  brigade.    "  Though  indiffer- 
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ently  dreSBed,"  siijs  a  Bpeclnlor,  "  ibey  held  well 
buniisbiHl  armg,  aud  carried  them  like  soldiers, 
and  lookeil,  in  short,  aa  if  tliey  mi^'ht  have  faced 
ail  equal  number  with  a  reasonahle  prcis[>ect  of 
sucoesa."  To  (pve  tlieni  something  of  a  uniform 
appeanuiL'e,   thej   bad   sprigs  of  green  in  ibeir 

Wasliiugton  rode  at  tbe  bead  of  tbe  Iroopa  at- 
tended by  his  numerous  staff,  with  the  Marquis 
Liilayette  by  his  side.  Tha  long  column  of  the 
army,  broken  intu  divi^ons  and  brigades,  the 
pioneers  with  their  axes,  the  sqoadruUfi  of  horse, 
the  extended  trains  of  artillery,  the  tramp  of 
steed,  the  bray  of  trumpet,  and  the  spirit-stirring 
sound  of  drum  and  fife,  >U  had  an  impoaing  ef- 
fect on  a  p^'acefiit  city  unused  to  tlie  u^it  of 
n]arshule<I  amue*.  Tbe  disafiecttnl.  who  had 
been  taught  Ut  believe  the  American  fori-es  much 
less  tiiau  ihey  were  in  reality,  were  asuaiished  as 
they  ^azed  on  tbe  lengthening  procession  of  a 
hosL.  whidi,  to  their  unpracticed  eyes,  ap])eared 
innumenthle ;  while  iJie  whiga.  gaining  fresh  hope 
and  animation  &om  ihe  eiglit,  clierred  the  patriot 
■quadrons  aa  they  passed. 

Ilavii^  mardinil  through  Philadelphia,  the 
army  otuliuued  on  to  Wiluiingtou,  at  tlie  con- 
fltteim  t-f  Oirisliana  Creek  and  the  Itnmdywine, 
irh<»«  Wa»hingtoti  set  up  kis  hend-quarten>,  his 
troop*  being  encamped  on  tbe  neighboring  heights. 

Wr  will  nam  revert  to  the  other  object  of  Wash- 
infttooV  rare  and  M>lidlni]e.  the  in  Fading  army  of 
Biirpiyiie  tii  tbe  north :  and  will  see  bow  far  lua 
precautionary  measures  were  effeciivo. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

Bonpijrne  al  Sksnesborougli.  —  Pivpira  lo  moTc  lovranU  the 
Hudwn.  —  Uijor  Skene  the  Royatift.  —  Slaw  March  la 
Fort  Anne—  Scbnj'ter  al  Fori  Slillcr.  —  Paialeil  Warrion. 

—  Langlade.  —  St.  Luc.  —  Honor  of  Ihn  Tomaliiwk.  — 
Tragical  Hiatory  of  Miss  McCrea.  —  Its  lietul<s.  —  Biir- 
gorne  AdTanca  lo  Fort  Edward.  —  Scbuvkr  at  Stlllo-ilcr. 

—  Junedby  Uncoln-^BurgoynB  deserted  by  his  ladian 


B^I^^X  a  preceding  cbapter  we  IcIV  Bitrgoyne, 
s£  gSt  enrly  in  July,  at  Hketiesborough,  uf  which 
P*T^t|  ha  tinil  jiiet  gitinetl  po-Hsession.  He  re- 
mained there  neurly  three  weeks,  awaiting  [lie  ai' 
livnl  of  the  residue  of  Lis  troops,  with  (ems,  bag- 
gage and  piMvisioiiB,  and  preparing  ilir  his  gnmd 
move  toward  the  Htideou  River.  Mmiy  royalists 
flocked  to  his  standard.  One  of  the  most  im- 
portanl  was  Mnjur  Skene,  Trom  whom  the  place 
WH3  named,  being  its  founder,  and  the  owner  of 
much  land  iti  its  niiighborhood.  He  had  served 
in  the  Freticfi  War,  but  retired  on  half  pay ; 
bought  "  soldiers'  grants"  of  land  lying  within  this 
lowusUip,  at  a  trifling  price,  had  their  titles  se- 
cured by  royal  patent,  and  thus  made  a  fortune. 
Burgoyue  considered  him  a  valuablQ  adjunct  and 
counselor,  and  frequently  took  advice  from  him 
in  his  campaign  through  this  part  of  the  country. 
Tlie  progress  of  the  army  towards  the  Hudson 


Bridos  brat^  don  had  u  he  Kibub;  gicM 
trees  to  be  nsMRvd  wUdi  lud  ieen  feDed  aaiMB 
ilw  made  and  iido  Vsod  Osd^  «lu(A  MisiH 
was  ooDipletcilT  ffjiofcfj  Et  was  bca  laiiil  ijh* 
ultBi  pari  01  Joy  hhA  UiiigufBe  nnond  Fisl 
Aane.  At  lu  fynaadi,  Genend  Sitefkr  n- 
tired  from  Fort  Edvard  Ksd  leek  post  at  Fort 
VSL^  a  g~T  tmle»  kxrer  dmn  the  W^^^mi 

TW  ludian  allks  wbo  had  UAeno  ai 
&e   BnaA  trmy.    had    b 


1  St.  Lao,  tB  dneribed 
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by  Burgoyae  as  n  Canrulian  geiillemnii  of  liotior 
[Uid  abilities,  and  one  of  tlie  best  partisuiis  of  the 
French  in  the  wnr  of  175G. 

Burgoyne  trusted  to  liis  newly  arrivetl  Indiana 
to  give  a  clieuk  to  tliu  operstiona  of  Scliujler, 
knowing  ibe  terror  tbey  inspired  throughout  the 
country.  He  thought  also  la  employ  [hem  in  a 
wild  forny  to  the  Connecticut  River,  to  force  a 
snpply  of  provisions,  intercept  reinforcements  10 
the  American  army,  and  conHrni  the  jealaa»y 
wbicb  he  had,  in  many  ivaya,  etideiivored  to  excite 
in  tbe  New  England  provinces.  He  was  naturally 
a  humane  man,  and  disliked  Indian  allies,  but 
these  had  hillierto  served  in  company  with  civilized 
troops,  and  he  trusted  to  the  influence  possessed 
over  them  by  St.  Luc  and  Langlade,  to  keep  tbein 


vilhin  the  i 


i  of  V 


cnrred,  however,  which  showed  how  little  the 
"  wild  honor  "  of  these  warriors  of  the  tuuiahawk 
was  to  be  depended  ttpon. 

In  Genenil  Fraaer'a  division 
fioer,  Lieutenant  David  Jones,  ui 
ist.  His  family  had  their  home 
Fort  Edward  before  the  Revoh 


was  a  young  ot- 
L  American  loyal- 
in  the  vicinity  of 
ilion.      A  mutual 


attachment  had  taken  place  between  the  youth 
and  a  beautiful  girl,  Jane  McCrea.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  a  Scotch  Presbyterian  clergymaii  of 
the  Jerseys,  sometime  deceased,  and  resided  with 
her  brother  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson  a  few 
miles  below  Fort  Edward.  The  lovei's  were 
engaged  to  be  married,  when  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war  severed  families  aud  disturbed  all  the 
relations  of  life.     The  Joneses  were  royalists  j  the 


la 
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Uwfataof  ICmIIiOm  ww*ttwich»iug.  Tbe 
Ssarmv  imtKrewd  W  Cbntd*.  vlten  HtxiA  tana 
s  vf  tiMM  who 
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try.  Scvenil  of  (liem  bursi  Into  the  house  of 
Mrs.  O'Niel,  Backed  ftud  plundered  it,  iind  car- 
ried off  Ler  and  Miss  McCrua  prisoners.  In  lier 
frighl  the  latter  promiaed  the  aavages  a  large  i-e- 
ward,  if  they  would  spare  her  life  and  take  her 
m  safe^  to  lbs  British  camp.  It  was  a  fatiil 
promise.  Halting  at  a  spring,  a  quarrel  arose 
among  the  savages,  inflnmed  must  probaUly  with 
drink,  as  to  whose  prize  she  was,  and  who  was 
entitled  to  tbe  reward.  The  dispute  became 
furious,  and  one,  in  a  paroxysm  of  rage,  killed 
her  00  the  spot.  He  completed  the  Bavnge  act  by 
bearing  ofi*  her  scalp  as  a  trophy. 

General  Burgoyue  was  struck  with  horror  when 
he  heard  of  this  Woody  deed.  Whm  at  first 
heightened  the  atrocity  was  h  report  that  the  In- 
diana had  been  seut  by  Lieutenant  Junes  to  bring 
Mi«3  McCrua  to  the  camp.  This  he  positively 
denied,  and  his  denial  was  believed.  Burgojne 
summoned  a  council  of  the  Indian  chiefs,  in  which 
be  insisted  that  tbe  murderer  of  Miss  McCrea 
should  be  given  up  to  receive  the  reward  of  his 
crime.  The  demand  produced  a  violent  agitation. 
The  culprit  was  a  great  warrior,  a  chief,  and  the 
"  wild  honor  "  of  his  brother  snchems  whs  roused 
in  bis  bohair.  St.  Luc  took  Burgoyne  aside,  and 
cntreoted  him  not  to  push  the  matter  to  extrem- 
ities ;  assuring  him  that,  from  wlint  was  passing 
among  the  chiefs,  lie  was  sure  they  and  their 
warriors  would  all  abandon  tlie  army,  should  the 
delinquent  be  executed.  The  British  ofRcers  nUo 
iuteriered,  representing  the  danger  that  might  ac- 
crue sliould  the   ludiniLS   return  through    Canada. 
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frith  their  Bavage  resentments  uwakened,  or,  what 
was  worse,  should  they  go  over  lo  the  Americans. 

Burgoyne  was  thu»  reluutntilly  brought  to  spare 
the  oifender.  but  theneeforih  made  it  a  rule  thut 
no  party  of  ludians  should  be  permitted  to  go 
forth  oil  a  foray  unless  under  the  conduct  of  a 
British  offlcer^  or  some  other  competent  person, 
who  should  be  responsible  for  tlieir  behavior. 

The  mischief  to  the  British  cause,  however, 
had  been  effected.  The  murder  of  Miss  McCrea 
rwouiidcd  throughout  the  land,  counteracting  all 
the  benefit  anticipELted  from  the  terror  of  Indian 
hostilities.  Those  people  of  the  frontiers,  who 
hod  hitherro  remained  quiet,  now  flew  to  arms  to 
defend  their  families  and  tiresides.  In  their  ex- 
asperation they  looked  beyond  the  savages  (o  their 
employers.  They  abhorred  an  army,  which,  pro- 
fessing to  be  civilized,  could  league  itself  with 
such  barbarians ;  and  they  execrated  a  government 
which,  pretending  to  reclaim  them  as  subjects, 
could  let  loose  such  fiends  lo  desolate  their  homes. 

The  blood  of  this  unfortunate  girl,  therefore, 
was  not  shed  in  vain.  Annies  sprang  up  from 
it.  Uer  name  pntised  as  a  note  of  alarm,  along 
the  banks  of  the  Hudson ;  it  was  a  rallying  word 
among  the  Green  Mountains  of  Vermont,  and 
brought  down  all  their  hardy  yeomanry.' 

'  The  Bid  ttoty  of  Mias  HcCns*,  Uks  tauxy  othor  iiicidgnU 
of  the  KevDlution.  hu  been  relktid  in  Bucb  >  virletj'  nr  wit*, 
■ad  K  wrought  up  by  tradiUon,  tbat  it  it  dilflfutl  nov  In  ifet 
at  the  Bimple  Irnlh.  Some  of  Ihe  ibore  circumoUncea  mn 
derived  trom  a  niece  of  Mi»  McCn*.  whom  the  nulhor  met 
Dpwarda  of  fiftj-  rmra  amce,  at  ber  naidcnce  OD  the  bank*  nf 
the   St.  lAirrence.    A  tlone,  Tritb  her  □ame  cut  On  it,  itiU 
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As  Bargoyne  advanced  to  Fort  EJwurd, 
Scbuyler  fell  slill  furlher  bni^k,  nml  took  post  Rt 
Saratogii,  or  rallier  Slillwaier,  nbout  lliirly  miles 
from  Albany.  He  lind  been  joined  by  Major-gen- 
eral Lincoln,  who,  according  to  Wasbingt oil's  di- 
rectioDs,  had  liaatened  to  his  Bssistnnce.  In  pursu- 
ance of  Wn  shin  {{ton's  plans,  Lincoln  proct-eded  to 
Mancliesler  in  Vermont,  to  lake  command  of  the 
militia  foi-c«s  collecting  at  (hut  point.  His  pres- 
ence inspired  new  confidence  in  the  country  people, 
who  were  abaudoning  their  homes,  leaving  their 
crops  ungalhereil,  and  taking  ri^Fuge  with  their 
fiimiliea  in  iho  lower  towns.  He  found  about 
five  hundred  militia  asHcmbled  at  Manchester, 
under  Colonel  Seth  Warner ;  others  were  coining 
on  from  New  Hampshire  and  Massachuaetts,  lo 
protect  their  uncovered  frontier.  His  letters, 
dated  the  4lh  of  August,  expressed  the  expectatiaa 
of  being,  in  a  few  days,  at  the  head  of  at  least 
two  thousand  men.  With  these,  according  to 
Washington's  plan,  he  was  to  hang  on  tiie  flnok 
and  rear  of  Burgoyoe's  army,  cramp  its  move- 
ments, and  watch  for  an  opportunity  lo  strike  a 
blow. 


Biirgojne   \ 


:  Fort  Edwanl. 


"  The 


m«rln  the  gr»VB  of  Mi»  McCreji  near  (lis  nitns  of  Fqrt  Ed- 
Tard;  aad  a  tres  is  pointed  out  near  wliich  she  was  murdered. 
Lif  ulenanl  Joneii  in  laid  (a  have  been  completely  broken  in 
•{ifrH  by  the  fbock  of  her  death,  fmeurine  her  scalp,  with 
iu  lonK  ailken  tresKi,  he  bnwded  Over  it  in  anguish,  and  pre- 
•crved  il  u  a  ud.  but  precioue  relic  Disgaaied  with  the  ter- 
vic*,  he  IhreH  up  hit  cnmmiseioa.  Knd  retired  to  Canada; 
nevtr  manTing,  hot  liring  to  be  an  old  mnn;  taclluru  anil 
hannted  by  painful  rAolleuIiuiis. 
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tiilhofiiHsii)  of  the  armj,  afl  well  ns  or  Ihe  general, 
apon  tlieir  arriva]  on  the  Huilsoii  Rirer,  tvliich 
had  b«eii  so  long  tlie  object  of  iheir  hoped  and 
wishes,  may  be  beiier  conceived  than  described," 
says  a  Briiisfa  writer  of  the  dny.  Tlie  eothasiasm 
of  the  geueral  was  aooii  checked,  however,  by 
symptoms  of  ill'liumor  among  his  Indian  allies. 
They  resented  his  conduct  in  regard  lo  the  affair 
of  Miss  McCrea,  and  were  impatient  under  the 
restraint  to  which  ihey  were  subjeeled.  He 
suspected  the  Canadian  interpreters  of  foTnenling 
liiis  discontent,  they  being  accustomed  to  profit 
by  the  rapine  of  the  Indians.  At  the  earnest  re- 
quest of  St  Luc,  in  whom  he  still  had  confldence, 
he  called  a  council  of  the  chiefa  ;  when,  to  his 
astonishment,  the  tribe  for  whom  that  gentleman 
acted  as  interpreter,  declared  their  it 
turning  home,  and  demanded  bis   ( 

Burgoyne  was  greatly  embarrassed.  Should 
he  acquiesce,  it  would  be  to  relinquish  [lie  aid  of 
a  force  obtained  at  an  itnmense  expense,  esteemed 
in  England  of  great  importance,  and  which  really 
was  serviceable  in  rumishing  scouts  and  outposts ; 
yet  he  saw  that  a  cordial  reconciliation  with  them 
could  only  be  effected  by  revoking  his  prohibitions, 
and   indulging    Ibeir    propensities    to    blooit   and 

To  his  credit  be  it  recorded,  he  adhered  to 
what  was  right,  and  rejected  what  might  be 
deemed  expedient.  He  reliised  their  proposition, 
and  persisted  in  the  restraints  bo  had  impogei) 
upon  them,  but  appealed  to  the  wild  honor,  of 
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which  he  yet  considered  ihem  capnlile,  by  urging 
the  ties  or  faith,  of  geuerasiiy,  of  everything  llmt 
htu  nn  influence  with  civilized  man.  Iliii  speech 
appeared  lo  have  n  good  effecl.  Some  of  the 
remote  tribes  mHile  zealous  profeBsiona  of  loyalty 
and  adhesion.  Others,  of  Lower  Cniiadn^  ooly 
asked  furloughs  for  parties  to  return  home  and 
gather  in  their  lisrveals.  These  were  readily 
granted,  and  perfect  harmony  seemed  restored. 
The  next  day,  however,  the  chivalry  of  the  wilder- 
ness deserted  hy  tK»res,  laden  with  such  spoil  as 
they  had  collected  in  their  nmraiidings.  These 
desertions  continued  from  dny  to  day,  until  (here 
remained  in  the  camp  sotrci!  a  vestige  of  the 
savage  warriors  that  iind  joined  the  army  at 
Skeoesborough. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

DiHJculliait  of  RurgorDe.  —  Fluni  id  Eip«ditinD  to  Btnuing- 
loD.  — SI.  L«gvr  befon!  Fort  Stunwii.  —  GsneraJ  H«rkim«r 
It  Oritkan;.  —  High  Words  »ilh  his  Olli«ni.  —  A  DD|:gBd 
Murcli.— An  Ambuacide.— Battlo  of  Orisk»ny.  — Jobn- 
Bon's  Greeiu.  — D««thof  Herfcimar.  —  Spiriled  Sonit  of 
CoIohbI  WEllel  —  Sir  John  Johnson  driren  lo  the  Ifiver.  — 
Flightof  the  iBdUofc  —  Ssokingof  Sir  John'*  Camp.— 
Colonel  Guuei-uon  miinlaina  hi«  Poit.  —  CpIuqeI  Willet 
Knt  in  Qu»l  of  Aid.  —  Airivei  at  Scbuj'Ier'B  Cimp. 

tn^SDEW  itilTicultirH  beset  Burgoyne  at  Fort 
whJnM  Eilward.  The  liorses  wlikh  had  been 
iH^^iJij  coiitmcted  for  in  Canada,  for  drafl,  bur- 
den, and  saddle,  arrived  slowly  and  BCantily ; 
having  to  come  a  long  distan<%  tli rough  the 
wiWeniess,  Artillery  and  mnnitions,  too,  of  oil 
kinds,  hod  to  be  brought  from  Ticonderogft  by 
the  way  of  Lake  George,  These,  with  a  vast 
number  of  boats  for  freight,  or  lo  form  bridges, 
it  was  necessary  to  transport  over  the  carrying- 
places  between  the  lakes ;  and  by  land  from 
Fort  George  lo  Fort  Bldward.  Unfortunately, 
the  army  had  not  the  i-eciuieite  supply  of  horses 
and  oxen.  So  far  from  being  able  to  bring  for- 
ward provisions  for  a  march,  it  was  with  diffi- 
culty enough  could  be  furnished  to  feed  the 
army  from  day  to  day. 

While  lima  situated,  Burgoyne  received  Intel 
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ligeiice  that  the  part  of  his  army  wliii'h  lie  hud 
(letAched  from  Canada  uiider  Colonel  St,  Leger, 
to  proceed  \>y  Lake  Ontario  and  Oswego  and 
make  a  diversion  on  the  Mohawk,  liad  pene- 
trated to  that  river,  and  were  actually  iiiveiitiug 
Fori    Stnnwis,  the    Blronghold    of  that  [lurt  of 


the  o 


lutry. 


Tu  carry  out  the  original  plan  of  his  eam- 
paigD,  it  iiow  behooved  him  to  muke  a  rapid 
move  down  the  Iludsuu,  bo  as  lo  he  at  hand 
U>  cooperate  witli  St.  Lcgcr  on  his  approach  to 
Albany.  But  how  was  lie  to  do  this,  deficient 
aa  he  was  in  horses  and  vehicles  for  trauspor- 
tatioii  ?  In  this  dilemma  Colonel  (late  major) 
Skene,  the  royalist  of  Skcnesborough,  to  whom, 
from  his  knowledge  of  oil  [his  region,  he  hud  of 
late  resorted  for  counsel,  informed  hiin  that  at 
Bennington,  about  twenty-four  miles  east  of  the 
Hudson,  the  Americiius  had  a  great  dciwt  of 
horses,  carriiigcs,  and  supplies  of  all  kiijiU,  iu- 
lenilod  for  their  Northern  army.  Tins  pliu*,  he 
wlded,  might  easily  be  surprised,  being  guarded 
by  only  a  sioidl  militia  force. 

An  expedition  was  immediately  set  on  foot, 
not  oidy  to  surprise  thb  place,  but  to  svour 
tlie  country  from  Kockingham  to  Otier  Creek ; 
go  down  ^e  Connecticut  as  tar  as  Brnttlebor- 
ough,  and  return  by  the  great  roarl  lo  Albany, 
there  t«  meet  Burgoyne.  Thoy  were  to  make 
prisoners  of  all  ollicers,  civil  and  military,  whom 
Uiey  might  meeL  acting  under  Congress  ;  to  tax 
ibe  towns  where  they  halted  with  everything 
ibey  stood  in  noe«I  of,  and  bring  off  all  horses 
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Gt  for  tlie  dragoouB,  or  for  battalion  service, 
with  as  many  f^dles  aod  bridles  as  could  be 
found. 

They  were  everjTvhere  to  give  out  that  this 
was  the  van^unnl  of  the  Britialt  army,  which 
would  WWII  follow  on  ils  way  to  Boston,  and 
would  soon  be  joined  by  the  armj'  from  Rhode 
Island.  Before  relating  the  events  of  this  ex- 
pedition, we  will  turn  to  notice  those  of  the  de- 
tadimeut  under  Se.  Leger,  with  which  it  was 
iateiuled  to  L-otipcntte,  and  which  was  investing 
Fort  Schnyter. 

This  fort,  built  in  17o6,  on  the  site  of  an  old 
French  forufication,  and  formeriy  adled  Fort 
Stanwix,  from  a  British  general  of  tliat  name, 
was  situatnl  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Mohawk 
River,  aX  the  head  of  its  navigation,  and  com- 
manding the  carrying-place  between  it  and  Wood 
Creek,  whence  the  boats  passed  to  the  Oneida 
I^ke,  the  Oswego  River,  and  Lake  Ontario.  It 
was  thus  a  key  to  the  inierrourse  between  Up- 
per Canada  and  the  valley  of  the  Mohawk.  The 
fort  was  ^]uare.  with  fi)ur  bastions,  and  was  orig- 
inally a  place  of  strength ;  having  bomb-proof 
magaiines,  a  deep  moat  and  draw-bridge,  a  salty 
port,  and  covered  way.  In  the  long  interval  of 
peaoe  subsequent  to  the  Fren<ji  war.  it  had  &llea 
to  <lecay.  Rnwutly  it  had  been  repaired  by  or- 
iler  of  General  Schuyler,  and  had  rei»ive»l  Ins 
name.  It  was  garrisoue«l  by  »eveu  hundred  and 
fifty  oontiueuial  troopx  from  New  York  and  Ma»- 
sachnsetts.  and  was  under  th«  command  of  CcU 
onel  Gan^Toort  of  the  New  York  luie,  a  stout- 
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heorteil  officer  of  Dutch  i]esceiit,  who  hail  served 
nniler  Geiicnil    i^[oiitgomery  hi  Caiia'la. 

It  waa  a  raolley  force  which  appeareil  bt-fore 
it;  British,  HessLtn,  RoyalJBt,  Canadian,  hhiI  In- 
dian, about  seventeen  hundred  in  all.  Among 
them  were  St.  Leger's  mngers  and  Sir  John 
Johnson's  royalist  (K)r|>9,  called  his  greens.  Many 
of  the  latter  had  frtlloweil  Sir  John  into  Ciina'la 
from  the  valley  of  the  Mohawk,  and  were  now  ve- 
liirned  to  bring  the  horrors  of  war  among  their 
former  neighbors.  The  Indians,  ihair  worthy  al- 
lieg,  were  led  by  the  lamous  Brant. 

On  the  3il  of  August.  St  Leger  sent  In  a  flag 
with  a  summons  to  surrender ;  aecom|iaiiiml  by  a 
proclamation  in  style  and  spirit  similar  to  tliut  re- 
<<«iitly  issued  by  Burgoyne,  and  intended  to  o]jer- 
ate  on  the  garrison.  Both  his  summons  and  his 
proclamation  were  disregarded.  lie  now  set  his 
troops  to  work  to  fortify  his  camp  and  clear  ob- 
structions from  Wood  Creek  and  llie  roads,  for  the 
transportation  of  artillery  and  provisions,  anil  sent 
out  scouting  parties  of  Indians  in  all  lUreciions,  to 
cut  off  all  communication  of  the  garrison  with  the 
surrounding  country.  A  few  shells  were  tlirown 
into  the  forL  The  chief  annoyance  of  the  garri- 
Eon  was  from  the  Indians  firing  with  their  rifles 
from  behind  trees  on  those  busie*!  in  repiiiring  the 
para|K>ts.  At  night  they  seemed  completely  lo 
surround  the  fort,  tilling  the  woods  with  their  yells 
and  bowlings. 

On  the  6lh  of  August,  three  men  made  their 
way  into  the  fort  through  a  swamp,  which  the 
enemy  had  deemed   impassable.     They  brought 
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ttie  olieei'Iiig  intelligence  tlint  General  Herktraer, 
the  veteruii  commander  of  the  militia  of  Trj'oii 
County,  waa  At  Oriskany,  about  eight  miles  ilis- 
tant,  tfiih  upwards  of  eight  hundred  men.  The 
people  of  that  county  were  many  of  ihem  of  Ger- 
man origin  1  some  of  ihem  Germflna  by  bii'lh. 
Herkimer  was  among  the  former ;  a  large  and 
powerful  man,  about  sixty-five  years  of  nge.  He 
requested  Colonel  Gansevoort,  through  his  two 
messengers,  to  fire  three  signal-guns  on  receiving 
woi-d  of  his  vicinage ;  upon  hearing  which,  be 
would  endenvor  to  force  his  way  to  the  fort,  de- 
pending upon  the  cod[>eniliDii  of  the  garrison. 

Tlio  messengers  had  been  dispatched  by  Her- 
kimer on  the  evening  of  the  Stli,  and  he  had  cal- 
culate<l  that  they  would  reach  the  fort  at  a  very 
early  hour  in  the  morning.  Through  some  de- 
lay, they  did  not  reach  it  until  between  ten  and 
eleven  o'clock.  Gansevoort  instantly  complied 
with  the  muMage.  Three  signal-guna  were  fired, 
and  Colonel  Willelt,  of  the  New  York  Continen- 
tals, with  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  and  an  iron 
three-pounder  was  detached  to  make  a  diversion, 
by  attacking  that  part  of  the  enemy's  camp  oc- 
cupied by  Johnson  and  his  royalists. 

The  delay  of  the  messengers  in  the  night,  how- 
ever, [liiwoncerted  the  phm  of  Herkimer.  He 
marshaled  his  troops  by  day-break  and  wnited 
for  the  signal-guns.  Hour  ailer  hour  elapsed, 
but  no  gut)  was  heard.  His  officers  became  im- 
patient of  delay,  and  urged  an  iinmediale  march. 
Herkimer  represeniod  tliat  they  were  too  weak  to 
force  their  way  to  the  fort  witlioul  reinforcements, 
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I   of  cobpenilioit    fiuin    Ibe 
garrison,  aud   was  slill   for  awniliiin;   (lit;   pruuuii- 
cerled  sigiiols.      Higli  worda  eiiHued  beiwteii  liim 
Had  two  of  his  officers.     lie  had  a  bniEliur  and 
other  relatives  amocig  the  euemj,  aiid  hence  there 
lubta   of  his   fidelity,   tliough    they 
subsequently  proved  to  be  iiiiinerited.     Ctjlonela 
Cox  nud   Puris   were  particuinrly   urgent  for  an 
1,  and  suspicious  of  the  motives  for  hold' 
ing  bach.     Paris  was  a  prominent  man  in  Tryon 
County,  and  member  of  tlie  Commiltee  of  Siifety, 
and  in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  tbnt  com- 
,  Hccompunied   Merkimer   as    his   volmiteer 
aide.     Losing  his  lemper  in  the  dispute,  he  ac- 
cused the  latter  of  being  either  a  tory  or  n  cow- 
I   .  ard,     "So,"  replied  ihe  brave  old  r 

toward  yon  all  as  a  father,  and  will  not  Iciitl  you 
D  B  Bcrape  from  which  I  cannot  exlrienic  you." 
Hia  discretion,  however,  was  overpowered  by  re- 
peated taunis,  and  he  at  length,  about  nine  o'clock, 
gave  the  word  to  march :  iiilimntiiig,  however, 
that  those  who  were  the  most  eager  lo  advance, 
would  be  tiie  first  to  run  away. 

The  march  was  rather  dogged  and  irregular. 
There  was  ill-humor  between  the  general  and  hia 
officers.  Colonels  Paris  and  Coi  ailvi.sed  bim  lo 
throw  out  a  reconnoitering  party  in  the  advance, 
but  he  disregarded  their  advice,  and  perhnp.s  in 
very  opposition  to  it,  neglected  so  necessary  a 
precwulion.  About  ten  o'clock  they  came  to  a 
place  where  the  rond  was  carried  on  a  causeway 
of  logs  across  a  deep  marshy  ravine,  between 
high  level  banks.     Tlie  main  division  descended 
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into  Uie  rariiie,  foHoweU  by  the  baggiige-wagODS. 
The;  bnd  scarcely  crossed  it,  when  euemies  sud- 
denly sprang  up  iu  front  and  on  eillier  aide,  with 
deadly  volleys  of  musketry,  nnd  deoreiiing  yells 
aud  war-whoops.  In  fact,  Su  Leger,  apprised  by 
bin  GCotiis  of  their  intended  approach,  had  seat  a 
force  to  waylay  iheni.  This  was  composed  of  a 
division  of  JoliDMn's  greens,  led  by  liis  brother- 
in-law.  Major  Walts  ;  a  company  of  rangers  under 
Colonel  Butler,  n  refugee  fiom  this  neighborhood, 
aud  a  strong  body  of  Indians  under  Briuit.  The 
troops  were  stationed  in  front  Ju^'t  beyoud  ibe  ra- 
vine, the  ludiuus  along  each  side  of  the  road. 
The  plan  of  the  ambuscade  was  to  let  the  van  of 
the  Americaus  pass  the  ravine  and  advance  be- 
tween the  concealed  parties,  when  the  attack  waa  , 
to  be  commenced  by  the  troops  in  front,  after 
which,  the  Indians  were  to  fall  on  the  Americims 
in  rear  aud  cut  off*  all  retreat 

The  savages,  however,  could  not  restrain  their 
naturnl  ferocity  and  hold  back  as  ordered,  but 
discharged  their  rifles  simuliaueonsly  with  the 
troops,  and  instantly  rusbed  forward  with  spears 
and  tomahawks,  yelling  like  demons,  and  com- 
mencing a  dreadful  butchery.  The  rear-guard, 
which  had  not  entered  the  ravine,  retreated.  The 
main  body,  though  thrown  into  confusion,  defended 
themselves  bravely.  One  of  those  severe  con- 
flicts ensued,  common  in  Indian  warfurc,  where 
the  comhntauts  take  post  with  iheir  riHes,  behind 
rock  and  tree,  or  come  to  deadly  struggle  with 
knife  and  tomahawk. 

The  veteran  Herkimer  was  wounded  early  in 
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tbe  actioti.  A  muskei  Ull  (hattcnMl  bin  leg  Juit 
bebw  the  knee,  killing  liis  horse  at  Uio  «i>niu  liiiic. 
He  KMile  hh  men  place  liim  on  liis  iuildlu  ul  tlic 
fool  of  a  large  beHcIt  tree,  af»iiis[  tlin  trunk  o( 
which  he  leaned,  cunLiuuing  to  giv«  liln  unlem, 

The  regulars  atcempted  to  cimrjji?  will]  the 
bsyouet ;  but  the  Americana  fumitil  lhcuuH.>lvu8 
in  circles  bock  to  back,  auil  reptJlud  tliviii.  A 
htmvy  Blorm  of  thuoder  niid  rain  (iiUMsl  n  Uuv 
pomr^  lull  La  the  fight,  during  which  the  palrtols 
changed  their  ground.  Some  of  tlieiu  suttuued 
tWDWlrea  in  pairs  bobiml  trww;  so  lliul  whnu 
one  bad  Hred  tite  other  oouUI  uover  him  uutil  lio 
hod  reloaded  ;  for  tht  >ariigiHi  were  ttpt  lu  rush 
D|i  with  koife  and  toioahawk  the  moiuent  a  uuui 
had  flischnrged  his  piece.  JohiMun'a  gi'uou  eiuue 
up  to  BuBlain  the  luilians,  who  were  giviu)^  way, 
and  DOW  wao  the  fierceat  part  of  llie  liglil-  Old 
tietghhare  n>cl  in  deadly  teui) ;  liiruKr  iuUiiuiuy 
gave  hitterucss  lo  pnMenl  hale,  and  wuc  svns  litur- 
all;  carcied  iij  tlte  kuite ;  lur  the  hudiv*  of  com- 
hatflnls  were  aiWrwards  lound  oa  the  tiuld  of  bat* 
tie,  grapjrfed  ui  deaiL,  with  the  hitud  UiLl  graap- 
ing  the  kuU'e  plunp^  in  h  aei^;khor'B  hiiart.  The 
Vfsey  anvages  i«eliivd  iuspirvd  wilti  uuusual  i'urac- 
ilT  by  tliu  ufjufiuion  and  dtialli  aliu;;^lv  uiuuud 
tlttflu.  fti>^  tlte  'iflhl  of  their  priiiit:  nuniurt  aud 
favuritu  diief*  ttiol  diinn.  In  liicit  Ijliiul  tury 
llier  aUacktxl  llw  aliile  uusii  imhun-jiaiiuiUnij, 
friffn'^  or  lu>^  M>  that  ill  ilu*  ctuuiia^uieiiluy  fight 
IBMiy  of  Sir  Juhti's  gnaeue  wi^tc  eUiu  liy  hia  uma 

A   tfontuKitm  niguii  over  the  twui>uiii«  of  thi* 


fight;  in  wliicli  everj  oiie  saw  little  but  what  oc- 
cuireil  ill  hia  inunediale  vicinity.  'Vhe  Indians, 
St  leDglli,  hnving;  lost  many  of  llieir  bravest  tvar- 
riora,  gave  the  retrealing  cry,  "  Oonali !  Oonali ! " 
and  fled  to  lUe  wooda.  The  greens  and  rangers, 
hearing  a  firing  in  (he  direction  of  the  fort,  feared 
an  Attack  upon  their  camp,  and  liasteued  to  its 
defense,  carrying  olf  witli  them  many  prisoners. 
The  Americans  did  not  pursue  them,  but  placing 
their  wounded  on  litters  made  of  bmncheB  of 
trees,  returned  to  Oriskany.  Both  parties  have 
claimed  the  victory;  hut  il  does  not  appear  that 
either  was  entitled  to  it.  The  dead  of  both  par- 
ties liiy  for  days  unbui'led  on  the  field  of  action, 
and  a  wounded  officer  of  ihe  enemy  (Major  Watts) 
lay  there  two  days  unrelieved,  until  found  by  an 
lodifln  scout.  It  would  seem  as  if  each  party 
gladly  abaiidoiied  ihb  scene  of  oue  of  the  most 
savage  conflicts  of  the  Revolution.  The  Ameri- 
catis  hud  two  hundred  killed,  and  a  number 
wounded.  Several  of  these  were  officers.  The 
loss  of  the  enemy  is  thought  to  have  been  equally 
great  as  to  numbers ;  but  then  the  difference  in 
value  between  regulars  and  militia !  the  former 
often  the  refuse  of  mankind,  mere  hirelings,  where- 
as among  the  privates  of  the  militia,  called  out 
from  their  homes  to  defend  their  neighborhood, 
were  many  of  the  worthiest  and  most  valuable  of 
iho  yeomaury.  The  premature  haste  of  the  In- 
dians in  attacking,  lind  save.d  the  Americans  from 
being  completely  surrounded.  The  rear-guard, 
not  having  entered  the  defile,  tunied  and  made  a 
rapid  retreat,  but  were  pursued  by  the  Indiana, 
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fighL    We  may 
lost  urgent  wiih 


and  suffered  greatly  in  a  ruuiiing 
add  that  tliose  who  liiiil  been  i 
Geiiernl  Herkimer  for  this  a 
the  first  to  suffer  from  JL  Colooel  Cox  n'oA  uhot 
donn  at  the  dnt  fire,  so  was  a  sou  of  Colonel 
Paris ;  the  colonel  himself  was  taken  prisoner, 
and  fell  beneath  llie  tomahawk  of  the  fiUDOUB 
lied  Jacket. 

As  to  General  Herkimer,  he  was  conveyed  to 
bis  residence  on  lIiq  Mohawk  River,  and  died 
uine  days  after  the  battle,  not  so  muuh  trooi  his 
troand  as  from  bad  surgery  ;  siuking  gi-aduaUy 
through  losii  of  blood  from  an  uiiskillfitl  auputa- 
tion.  He  died  like  a  philosopher  and  a  Chris- 
IJan,  smoking  his  pipe  and  reading  his  Bible  to 
the  last.  His  name  has  been  given  to  a  county 
in  ilial  part  of  the  Stat«.^ 

The  sortie  of  Colonel  WilleU  had  been  spirited 
aod  succesfiM.  He  attacked  the  encampments 
of  Sir  Jolm  Johnson  and  the  Indians,  which  were 
contignouB,  ami  strong  detachnieuts  ofn'hich  were 
absent  on  the  ambuscade.  Sir  John  ant!  his  men 
were  di'iveu  to  the  river,  and  the  Indians  fled  to 
the  woods.  Willett  sacked  their  camps  ;  loaded 
wagons  with  camp  equipage,  clothing,  blankets, 
and  stores  of  all  kinds,  seized  the  baggage  and 
pliers  of  Sir  John  and  of  several  of  his  officers, 
and  retreated  safely  to  the  fort,  just  as  St.  Leger 
was  coming  up  with  a  powerful  reinforcement. 
Five  colors,  which  he  had  brought  away  with 
him  as  trophies,  were  displayed  under  the  flag 
'ere  givea  to  tba 
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of  tlie  fort,  while  hU  men  gave  three  cheerB  from 
the  ramparts. 

Sl  Leger  now  eaJeavored  to  operate  on  the 
fears  of  the  gnrrbon.  His  priBoners.  it  is  said, 
were  compelled  to  wril«  a  letter,  giving  dismal 
accounts  of  the  afTair  of  Oriskauy,  aud  of  the 
impOBsibility  of  getting  any  succor  to  die  gar- 
rison ;  of  tlie  probability  that  Burgoyne  and  his 
array  were  before  Albany,  and  advising  surren- 
der to  prevent  inevitable  deatniction.  It  is  prob- 
able that  ihcy  were  persuaded,  rather  than  com- 
pelleii,  to  write  the  letter,  which  took  its  tone 
from  their  own  depressed  feelings  and  the  mis- 
representation b  of  those  around  them.  St.  Leger 
accompanied  the  letter  with  warnings  that,  should 
the  garrison  persist  in  resistano',  he  would  uot  be 
able  to  re«itrata  tlie  fury  of  the  savages ;  who, 
though  held  in  check  for  the  present,  tlireatened, 
if  further  provoked,  to  revenge  the  deaths  of  their 
warriors  aud  chiefs  by  slaughtering  the  garrison, 
aud  laying  waste  the  whole  ralley  of  the  Mo- 
All  this  failing  to  shake  the  resolution  of  Gan- 
sevoort,  St.  Leger  next  issued  an  appeal  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Tryon  County,  signed  by  their  old 
neighbors,  Sir  John  Johnson,  Colonel  Claus,  and 
Colonel  Buller,  promising  pardon  and  protection 
to  all  who  should  submit  to  royal  autliority,  aud 
urging  them  to  send  a  deputation  of  their  prin- 
cipal men  to  overcome  the  mulish  obstinacy  of 
the  garrison,  and  save  the  whole  surrounding 
country  from  Indian  ravage  and  massacre.  The 
people  of  the  county,  however,  were  as  little  to 
be  moveil  as  the  garrison. 
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St.  Leger  now  began  Co  lose  heart.  The  fbri 
proved  more  capable  of  defense  than  he  had  aa- 
ticipated.  Hb  artillery  was  too  light,  and  the 
ramparts,  lieing  of  sod,  were  not  easily  battered. 
He  was  obliged  reluctantly  to  resort  to  the  pro- 
cess of  sapping  and  mining,  and  begun  to  make 
r^nlor  approaches. 

Gansevoort,  seeing  the  siege  was  likely  to  be 
protracted,  resolved  to  send  to  General  Schuyler 
for  succor.  Colonel  Willett  volunteered  to  un- 
dertake the  perilous  ermnd.  He  was  accom.- 
panied  by  Lieutenant  Stockwell,  an  excellent 
woodsman,  who  served  as  a  guide.  They  left 
the  fort  on  the  10th,  after  dark,  by  a  sally  port, 
passed  by  the  British  sentinels  and  close  by  the 
Indian  camp,  without  being  discovered,  and  made 
their  way  throngh  bog  and  morass  and  pnthless 
forests,  and  all  kinds  of  risks  and  hardships,  until 
they  reached  the  German  Flats  on  the  Mohawk. 
Here  Willett  procured  a  couple  of  horses,  and 
by  dint  of  hoof  arrived  at  the  camp  of  General 
Schuyler  at  Stillwater.  A  change  had  come 
over  the  position  of  that  commander  four  days 
previous  to  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Willett,  as  we 
•hall  relate  in  the  ensuing  chapter. 


CHAPTER    XVr. 

Bctuj-ler  betn  of  (be  AfWr  of  Orisk«ny.  —  Apfiliea  for  Keln- 
(orMmenti.  —  His  Appeal  to  the  Pilriolisni  of  Stark.— 
Scbuyler  SupeTNded.  —  Hjs  Conduct  thereapon.  —  Relief 
»nl  to  Fori  Stanwix.  —  Araold  volunteers  to  ooniJuct  it, 
—  ChaDge  of  Kncampmeut,— Patriotic  det*rminalion  of 
Sclinirler.  —  Delachoienl  of  the  Enemy  agiinst  Benning- 
lon.  — Germaoa  and  Ibeic  Indian  Allies. —Baiun.ths  Ht*- 
tian  Leader.  —  Stark  in  Che  Field.  —  Mostsring  uf  the  Hili- 
lia.  — A  Belligerent  Partoa.— Battle  of  Bennington.— 
Brefman  to  the  reuna.  —  Ranted.  —  Kcceplion  or  the  Mewi 
ID  the  Kiral  Cunpii.  —  Wuhingion  nigea  Mew  EtiKhuid  to 
follow  up  Che  Blow. 

ljra^|lCIIUTLER  waa  in  Alban;  in  tbe  eort; 
ro^fiii  ''^'^^  '*''  '^''g*'^^  mokiDg  stirring  nppe&ls 
T«B*^M,  in  every  directioa  fur  reinforcemeiiW. 
Burgoyuti  was  adv^aeing  upon  liim;  he  had  r&- 
odved  uews  of  tbe  disastrous  affair  at  Oriskany, 
and  the  death  of  General  Herkimer,  and  Tryon 
County  was  crying  to  him  for  assietanoe.  One 
of  his  appeals  was  to  the  veteran  John  Stark, 
the  courude  of  Putnam  in  the  F(«nch  war  and 
tbe  battle  of  DunUer's  Hill.  He  bad  his  farm 
in  the  Hampshire  Grants,  and  his  name  was  a 
tower  of  Birength  among  the  Green  MounbUQ 
Boys.  But  Stark  was  soured  with  goverument, 
and  had  retired  from  service,  his  ntime  having 
been  omitted  in  the  list  of  promotions.     Hearing 
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[il  the  country  is  In  safety,"  said  he.  "  I  will  adfle 
my  resentment." 

His  first  care  was  to  send  relief  to  Gansevoort 
and  his  beleaguered  garrison.  Eight  huodred 
men  were  all  that  he  coald  spare  &om  his  army 
in  its  present  threatened  state.  A  spirited  and 
effective  officer  was  wanted  lo  lead  them.  Ar- 
nold was  iu  camp ;  recently  sent  on  aa  an  effi- 
cient coadjntor,  by  Washington;  he  was  in  a 
state  of  exasperation  against  the  government, 
having  just  learnt  that  the  qnestiou  of  rank  bad 
been  decided  against  Lim  in  Congress.  Indeed, 
he  would  have  retired  instantly  from  the  service, 
had  not  Schuyler  prev^ed  on  him  to  remain 
until  the  impending  danger  was  over.  It  was 
hardly  lo  be  expected,  that  in  his  irritated  mood 
lie  nould  accept  the  command  of  the  detachment, 
if  offered  to  him.  Arnold,  however,  was  a  com- 
bnstible  character.  The  opportunity  of  an  ex- 
ploit flashed  on  his  adventurous  spirit-  He 
stepped  promptly  forward  and  volunteered  lo 
lead  the  enterprise.  "  No  public  nor  private 
injury  or  insult,"  said  he.  "^  shall  prevail  on  me 
to  forsake  the  cause  of  my  injured  and  oppressed 
country,  until  1  see  peace  and  liberty  restored  to 
her,  or  nobly  die  in  the  altempL"' 

After  the  departure  of  this  detachment,  it  was 
unanimously  determined  in  a  councU  of  war  of 
Schuyler  and  his  general  officers,  that  the  post  at 
Stillwater  was  altogether  untenable  with  their 
actual  force ;  part  of  the  army,  therefore,  retired 
to  the  Islands  at  the  fords  on  the  mouth  of  the 
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Mtilawk  River,  wUere  it  eni^ilicB  iuto  (hw  lluil- 
»on.  aim)  a  brigade  was  punUid  ttbovo  the  Falla 
of  ihe  Moliawk,  callud  die  Colioes,  In  jirtsvout 
ite  eiietnjr  from  crossing  there.  It  was  OHiiaid- 
fir«d  a  iitmug  positioii,  wbure  U»ey  eoulJ  uiK  liu  al- 
Uok(^  witiiDiir  great  duwdviuitugt:  lo  tlw  u»uiliuit. 
Tilt  fnduigs  of  ScUuyler  worn  mure  ikiid  mure 
B^uuhMl  114  the  game  of  war  ap{>tiaroiJ  dravfing  tu 
*  cnais,  "1  am  renolved,"  writim  lie  lu  liui  friuiid 
i>«iw»e.  "to  makt-  huolIipj-  iacritioe  t«  my  wiUUlry. 
■ud  risk  tlic  censure  of  CoiigroM  by  reiuauiing 
tn  IhJE  quATter  o/ier  I  uu  lulievvrl,  au>l  briugiug 
>^  tha  nulili;!  lu  tbe  eujiport  of  tliU  wcttk  uriuy." 
Aj9  jrct  be  (tid  uot  know  wliu  uiis  iv  U>  tiis 
■nenoMur  iu  tlie  ouuiiuaud.  A  leUei  fruui  1>uuub 
iniunuMi  hiui  tlut  Geutiral  titU«>  wat  tbu  lUku. 

Still  ilii?  auble  pan  uf  tkiiufkri  uatuxi;  iru 
in  tbt  JwooudauL  ■■  \our  fetu^  luay  be  uji," 
wriu.'v  lie  ill  re^y.  "  lest  Ui«  ill-UvatH"^"'  I  Ltvt) 
eKfKTHMHjHl  al  liu  Il»ul^  tbuul'l  (Ml  fai  £i^t  liie 
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parts  of  tho  Hampshire  Grants,  and  wheaco  the 
American  armj  derive*!  iu  Bupplies.  U  was  a 
great  deposit,  also,  of  grain  of  various  kinds,  aod  of 
wheel  carriages ;  the  usual  guard  was  militia,  vary- 
ing from  (lay  to  day.  BenniDgton  was  to  be  sur- 
prised. Thi)  country  was  to  be  et'oureil  from 
Ijockingham  to  Otter  Creek  in  quest  of  provisions 
for  the  army,  lioraes  and  oxeu  for  draft,  and  horses 
for  the  cavalry.  All  public  magazines  were  to  be 
sacked.  All  cattle  belonging  to  royalists,  and 
which  conld  be  spared  by  their  owuers,  were  to 
be  paid  for.  All  rebel  flocks  and  herds  were  to 
be  driven  away. 

Generals  Phillips  and  Beidesel  demurred 
strongly  to  the  expedition,  but  their  counsels 
were  outweighed  by  those  of  Colonel  Skene,  the 
royalist.  He  knew,  he  said,  all  the  couuiry 
thereabout.  The  inhabitants  were  as  live  to  one 
iu  fiivor  of  the  royal  cause,  and  would  be  prompt 
to  turn  out  on  tlie  first  appearance  of  a  protect- 
ing army.  He  was  to  accompaay  the  expedition, 
ami  much  was  expected  from  his  personal  influ- 
ence and  authority. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Banm  was  to  command  the 
detachmetiL  He  had  under  him,  accorduig  to 
Burgoyne,  two  hundred  dismounted  dragoons 
of  the  regiment  of  Riedesel,  Captain  Fraser's 
marksmen,  wluch  were  the  only  British,  all  the 
Canadian  voluuteers,  a  (mrty  of  the  provincials 
who  perfectly  knew  the  country,  one  hundred  In- 
dians, and  two  light  pieces  of  caunon.  Tlie  whole 
detachment  amounted  to  about  Sve  hundred  men. 
The  dragoons,  it  was   expected,  would  supply 
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111610961768  with  horses  id  the  course  of  the  foray ; 
and  A  ekeIeU>D  corps  of  royalistB  would  lie  filled 
up  by  recruits. 

The  Germans  had  no  great  liking  for  the  In- 
dians as  &Hon  campaigners ;  especially  tliose  who 
bad  come  from  Upper  Cannda  under  Sl  Luc 
"These  savages  are  healhens,  huge,  warlike,  and 
enterprising,  but  wicked  as  Siitan,"  writes  a  lies- 
siau  officer.  ^  Some  say  ibey  are  cannibals,  bat 
I  do  not  believe  it;  though  in  llieir  ftiry  they 
will  (ear  the  flesh  off  their  enemies  with  their 
teeth.  They  huve  a  martial  air,  and  their  wild 
ornaments  become  them."  ^  St.  Luc,  who  com- 
manded them,  bad  been  a  terror  to  the  English 
colonists  in  the  French  war,  and  it  was  iiitiinated 
that  he  possessed  great  treasures  of  "old  Eng- 
lish scalps."  He  and  his  warriors,  however,  had 
disappeared  from  camp  since  tlie  afiiiir  of  Miss 
UcCrea.  The  present  were  Indians  trom  Lower 
Ginada. 

The  choice  of  German  troops  for  tliis  foray,  was 
much  sneered  at  by  the  British  officers.  >' A  corps 
could  not  have  Vieen  found  in  the  whole  army," 
said  they,  "  so  unfit  for  a  service  requiring  rapid- 
ity of  motion,  as  Riedesel's  dragoons.  The  very 
hat  and  swonl  of  one  of  them  weighed  nearly  as 
much  as  the  whole  equipment  of  a  British  soldier. 
The  worst  British  regiment  in  the  service  would 
march  two  miles  to  their  one." 

To  be  nenrer  nt  hand  in  case  assistance  should 
be  required,  Burgoyne  encamped  on  the  east  side 
of  tha  Hudson,  nearly  opposite  Saratoga,  throw- 

1  SchlOier's  Brit/atdtul,  Tb.  iii.  Deft  xvii. 


188  LIFE   OF  WASHINGTON. 

mileB  off*,  in  full  retreat,  Baum  anil  hid  force  a 
mile^  ttieir  rear. 

Stark  halted  and  prepnred  for  ncliun.  Baum 
also  hailed,  poaied  himself  on  a  high  ground  al  a 
bend  of  [he  liMle  river  WalliMinscoick,  and  began 
to  iotrencli  himself.  Slark  fell  back  a  mile,  to 
wait  for  reinforcements  and  draw  down  Baam 
from  his  strong  position.  A  skirmish  look  place 
between  the  advance  gdarda ;  thirty  of  Baum'a 
men  were  killed,  and  two  Indian  chiefs. 

An  inceasBuI  rain  on  the  15th  prevented  an  at- 
tack on  Biium's  camp,  but  there  was  continual 
skirmishing.  The  colonel  strengthened  his  in- 
trenchments,  and  finding  he  had  a  larger  force  to 
contend  witli  than  he  had  anticipated,  sent  off  in 
all  haste  to  Burgoyne  for  reinforcements.  Col- 
onel Brejman  marche^l  off  immediately,  with  five 
hundred  Hessian  grenadiers  and  infantry  and  two 
six-pounders,  leaving  behind  him  his  tents,  bag- 
gage, and  standards.  He  also  found  the  roada 
so  deep,  and  the  horses  so  bad,  that  he  was  nearly 
two  days  getting  four-aud-twenty  miles.  The 
tactics  of  the  Hessians  were  against  them.  "  So 
foolishly  attached  were  they  to  forma  of  discipline." 
writes  a  British  historian,  "  that  in  marching 
through  thickets  they  slopped  ten  limes  an  hour 
to  dress  their  ranks."  It  was  here,  in  fact,  that 
they  most  dreaded  the  Ameriean  ril]e.  "  In  the 
open  Geld,"  said  they,  "  the  rebeU  are  not  much  ; 
but  they  are  redoubtable  in  the  woods."  ' 

In  the  mean  lime  the  more  alert  and  active 
Americans  liad  been  mustering  from  all  quarters 
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lo  St&rk's  aiaistance,  wiih  such  nenpona  ns  they 
hail  ttl  bantl.  During  the  uight  of  ihe  15th,  Col- 
onel Syiuouds  arrived  with  a  body  of  Berkshire 
milititL  Among  them  waa  a  belligercnl  parstHi, 
full  of  fight,  Allen  bv  name,  posiiibly  of  the  belli- 
cose family  of  the  hero  of  Ticonderoga.  ■■  Gen 
eral,"  cried  he,  "  the  people  of  BerkBhir«  have 
been  oflco  called  out  to  no  purpose ;  if  you  don't 
give  them  a  chance  lo  fight  now  they  will  never 
turn  out  again."  "  You  would  not  turn  out  uow, 
while  it  is  dark  nnd  ratniog,  would  youF"  de- 
manded Stark,  "  Not  just  now,"  was  the  reply. 
"  Well,  if  the  Lord  should  once  more  give  ns  sun- 
shine, and  I  dou'i  give  you  fighting  enough,"  re- 
joined the  veteran, "  I'll  never  aafe  you  lo  turn  out 

On  the  following  morning  the  sun  shone  bright, 
•ltd  Stark  prepared  to  attack  Baum  in  his  in- 
trenchmeniB ;  though  he  bad  no  artillery,  niid  his 
men,  for  the  most  pari,  had  only  their  ordinary 
brown  firelocks  without  bayonets.  Two  hundred 
of  his  men,  under  Colonel  Nichols,  were  detached 
to  the  rear  of  ihe  enemy's  left  ;  three  hundred  un- 
der Colonel  Herrick,  to  the  rear  of  his  right ; 
they  were  lo  join  their  forces  and  attack  him  in 
the  rear,  while  colonels  Hubbard  and  Siickney, 
mtfa  two  hundred  men,  diverted  his  atleution  in 
front. 

Colonel  Skene  and  the  royalists,  when  they  saw 
the  Americans  iBSuiug  out  of  the  woods  on  differ- 
ent sides,  persuaded  themselves,  and  endeaTorcd 
to  persuade  Bauro,  that  these  were  the  loyal  peo- 
ple of  tbe  country  flocking  to   hia  standard.      The 
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Indians  were  the  first  to  discover  ibe  trnth. 
"  The  woods  are  foil  of  Taukees,"  cried  they,  and 
retretkted  \a  single  Hie  between  the  troops  of  Nich- 
ols Bud  Herrick,  yelling  like  demons  and  jingling 
cow  bells.  Several  of  them,  however,  were  killed 
or  wounded  as  they  thus  ran  the  gaunllet. 

At  the  first  souod  of  fire-arms  Slark,  who  had 
remained  with  the  main  body  in  camp,  mounted 
his  horse  and  gave  the  word, /orwan/ .'  He  had 
promised  his  men  the  plunder  of  the  British  camp. 
The  liomely  speech  made  by  him  when  in  sight 
of  the  enemy,  has  often  been  cited.  "  Now,  my 
men  !  There  are  the  red-coals  !  Before  night 
ihey  must  be  ours,  oc  Molly  Slark  will  be  a 
widow ! " 

Baum  soon  fouud  himself  assailed  on  every 
aide,  but  he  defended  his  works  bravely.  His 
two  pieces  of  artillery,  advantageously  plonled, 
were  very  effective,  and  bia  troops,  if  slow  in 
march,  were  steady  in  action.  For  two  hours 
tiie  discharge  of  fire-arms  was  said  to  have  been 
like  the  constant  rattling  of  the  drum.  Stark  in 
his  dispatches  compared  it  to  a  "coutiuucd  clap 
of  thunder."  It  was  the  hottest  light  he  hud 
ever  seen.  He  inspired  his  men  with  his  own 
impetuosity.  They  drove  the  royalist  troops  upon 
the  Hessians,  and  pressing  after  them  stormed  the 
works  with  irresistible  fury.  A  Hessian  eye-wit- 
ness declares  that  this  time  the  rebels  fought  with 
desperation,  pressing  within  eight  paces  of  the 
loaded  cannon  to  take  surer  aim  at  the  artillerists, 
The  latter  were  slain  ;  the  cannon  captured.  The 
royalists  and  Canadians  took  flight,  and  escaped 
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to  the  wooda.  The  Germans  still  kept  their 
gronnd,  nud  fought  bravely,  until  there  was  not  a 
curtriJge  left.  Baum  and  his  drasoons  then  took 
to  iheir  broadswords  and  the  iDfanlry  to  ikeir 
baj'onets,  and  endeavored  to  cut  llieir  way  to  a 
road  in  the  woods,  but  in  vain  ;  many  were  killed, 
more  wounded,  Bnum  among  (he  number,  and  all 
who  survived  were  laken  prisoners.' 

The  victors  now  dispersed,  some  lo  collect 
booty,  some  to  attend  to  the  wounded,  some  lo 
guard  the  prisoners,  and  some  to  seek  refreah- 
ment,  being  exhausted  by  hunger  and  faligae. 
At  this  critical  juDcture,  Breyman'a  tardy  rein- 
forcement came,  making  its  way  heavily  and 
slowly  lo  the  scene  of  action,  joined  by  many  of 
(he  enemy  who  had  fled.  Attempts  were  made 
to  rally  the  militia ;  but  they  were  in  complete 
ODnfiisioD,  Nothing  wonM  have  saved  them  trom 
defeat,  had  not  Oilone!  Selh  Warner's  corps  for- 
tunately arrived  from  Bennington,  fresh  from  re- 
pose, and  advanced  lo  meet  (he  enemy,  while  tlie 
othera  regained  their  ranks.  Ii  waa  four  o'clock 
in  the  afiemooD  when  this  second  action  com- 
menced. It  was  foaghl  from  wood  to  wood,  and 
hill  to  hill,  for  several  miles,  until  sunset.  The 
last  Etand  of  the  enemy  was  at  Van  Scliaick's 
mill,  where,  having  expended  all  their  ammuni- 
tion, of  which  eiich  man  had  forty  rounds,  they 
gave  way,  and  retreated,  under  favor  of  the  night, 
leaving  (wo  lield-pieces  and  all  their  baggage  in 
the  hands  of  the  Americana.     Stark  ceased   lo 
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near  Bennioglon,  entirely  erusli  General  Bar- 
goyne,  who,  by  hia  letl«r  to  Cotonel  Baum,  Beema 
to  be  in  wsut  of  almost  everytliiiig." 

TVe  will  now  give  tlie  fate  of  Burgoyue's  de- 
tachment, under  St  Leger,  sent  lo  capture  Fort 
St&umx,  and  ravage  the  valley  of  the  UuLawk. 


CHAPTER  SVII. 

Stnti^em  of  Arnold  lo  relievs  Fort  Slunwlx.  — Ymi  V.<rt 
Cnjlor.  —  Tba  Siege  preM«i.  —  luillBni  Intrm-lnliln.  —  Sm> 
etta  ot  Arnold'a  Smiigein. —  Hanutil  Hvlri'il  aT  Ml, 
Leear.  —  Monl  Effect  of  the  Two  lllowa  tfivMI  lu  llis  Kn- 
MUj'.  —  Brightening  ProepecM  in  llie  Anieriian  ('iiin]i.  — 
AniTil  of  Uitei.  —  MiKnanlmciut   Cunilm't  i<(  SHiiiylir. 

Gatee  and  Burgoyae  caD«niing  llie  Murder  of  Mlii  lla> 

JRNOLD'S  iDHrcli  to  Uio  rulluf  <>(  Vort 
Suiiwix,  wuB  slovtoF  lliHii  Huiti.''!  IjIk 
ardent  oud  impalieiit  spirit.  I  In  wtw 
deioiued  in  the  valley  of  tlu:  tlotiKwk  hy  bwl 
naja,  by  the  iiecewity  uf  wnitiiig  fur  b»t(g/i(j/t 
■ud  unmuDition  wagoiu,  and  fiir  oiililui  rtwruSU 
who  turned  out  relactKolIy.  lie  leiit  miwiivM  10 
Colonel  Guutevoort  uwuriug  liim  tli>t  lu:  would 
reliere  hioi  in  tl>e  ooume  of  a  few  (byi.  "  I}e 
under  do  Jdod  of  ai^rebeuMtni,''  wrilM  1m.  "  f 
know  ibe  Hrei^tti  erf'  the  eiMsaiy,  •od  tune  to  tUtU 
wiAtktm.' 
lalMCO 
he  Ud  nac 

iteid  Is  ifn^  exae^enied  raporti  «f  Ite  winter 
tt  Im  lnwf«,M  M  la  woffcoa  tfw  fan  «r  (Iw 


Tan  Tost  Cuyler,  an  ecceiiiric  lialf-wiHeJ  fellow, 
ktiowD  throughout  the  countrj  us  r  nink  tory. 
He  liiid  been  cotivicled  ns  a  spy,  and  only  spared 
Avm  the  haller  on  the  condition  that  Ije  would  go 
iiito  St,  Luger's  CHnip,  niiU  apread  alarming  repoi^ 
among  the  Indians,  by  whom  he  was  well  known. 
To  insure  a  TaithAil  discharge  of  his  niiaston.  Ar- 
nold detained  his  brother  as  a  hostage. 

On  his  way  up  the  Mohawk  Valley,  Arnold  was 
joined  liy  n  New  York  regiment,  under  Colonel 
James  Liriiigatoii,  sent  by  Gates  to  reinforce 
him.  On  arriving  at  the  German  Flats  he  re- 
ceived an  expresB  from  Colonel  GansevoorL  in- 
forming him  that  he  was  still  besieged,  but  m  high 
spirits  and  under  no  apprehensions.  In  a  letter 
to  Gates,  written  from  the  German  Flats  (August 
21et),  Arnold  says,  "1  leave  this  place  ihia  morn- 
ing with  twelve  hundred  eontineutal  li-oops  and  a 
handrnl  of  militia  fiir  Fort  Schuyler,  stilt  besieged 
by  a  number  equal  to  ours.  You  will  hear  of  my 
being  victorious  —  or  no  more.  As  soon  as  the 
safely  of  this  part  of  the  country  will  permit,  I 
will  Hy  to  your  assistance." ' 

All  this  while  St.  Leger  was  advancing  hb 
parallels  aiid  pressing  the  siege ;  while  proviaions 
and  aramuuition  were  rapidly  decreasing  within 
the  Ibrt.  St.  Leger's  Indian  allies,  however,  were 
growing  sullen  and  intractable.  This  alow  kind 
of  wariare,  this  war  with  ihe  spade,  Ihey  were 
unaccustomed  to,  and  tliey  by  no  meatis  relished 
it.  Beside,  they  had  been  led  to  expect  easy 
times,    little    fighting,    many    scalps,    and   much 
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planiler  ;  whereas  lliey  had  fouglit  hanl.  Infit  mnny 
of  Uieir  best  cliiefii,  been  cbecked  in  tlieir  cruelly, 
and  gained  no  liooty. 

At  tliis  junetiire,  scouts  brought  won!  tlint  a 
force  one  thousand  srrong  was  marcliing  to  the  re- 
lief of  the  fort.  Eagur  to  put  his  savnges  in 
action,  St.  Leger  in  a  council  oF  war  offiTed  lo 
their  cliiefj  lo  pince  himself  nt  their  heHd,  with 
three  hundred  of  his  best  troops,  and  meet  the 
enemy  as  lliey  advanced.  It  was  agreed,  and 
they  sallied  forth  together  to  choose  a  fighting 
ground.  By  this  time  rumors  stole  iuto  the  camp 
doubling  the  number  of  the  approaching  enemy. 
Biirgoyne's  whole  army  were  said  lo  have  been 
defeated.  Lastly  came  Tan  Yint  Ciiyler,  with 
his  coat  full  of  bullet  holes,  giving  out  that  he 
had  escaped  from  the  hands  of  the  Americans, 
and  had  been  fired  upon  by  them.  His  story  was 
believed,  for  his  wounded  coat  corroborated  it.  and 
he  was  known  to  be  a  royalist.  Miiiplirg  among 
his  old  acquainlanncs,  the  Indians,  he  assured  them 
that  the  Americans  were  close  nt  hand  and 
"  namerons  as  the  leaves  on  the  trees." 

Arnold's  stratikgem  succeeded.  Tho  Iiidinn", 
fickle  as  the  winds,  began  lo  desert.  Sir  John 
Johnson  and  colonels  Claus  and  Butler  endeavored 
in  vain  lo  reassure  and  retain  them.  In  a  little 
while  two  hundred  had  decamped,  and  (he  rest 
threatened  lo  do  so  likewise,  unless  St.  Leger  re- 
treated. 

The  unfortunate  colonel  found  loo  Inte  what 
little  reliance  was  to  be  placed  upon  Indian  allies. 
He  determined,  on  the  22d,  lo  send  olf  his  sick. 
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liis  wounded.  Bnd  his  arlillery  by  Wood  Creek 
that  Fery  nigtit,  and  lo  protect  them  by  the  line 
of  msreh.  The  Indinns.  however,  gonded  on  by 
Aniolil's  emissAries,  insisted  ou  instant  retreat. 
St.  Leger  slill  refused  to  depart  before  nightfall. 
The  savngea  now  became  ungovernable.  They 
seized  upon  liqunr  of  the  officers  about  lo  be  em- 
barhed,  niid  getting  intoxicnted,  behared  like  very 

111  a  word,  St.  Leger  was  obliged  lo  decamp 
about  noon,  in  slich  hurry  and  confusion  that  he 
left  his  tents  standing,  and  bis  artillery,  with  moat 
of  his  baggage,  ammunition,  and  stores,  fell  into 
the  hantls  of  the  Americans. 

A  detachment  Irom  the  garrison  pursued  and 
hara-ssed  him  for  a  time;  but  his  greatest  annoy- 
ance was  from  his  Indian  allies,  who  plundered 
the  bontfl  which  conveyed  such  baggage  ns  had 
been  brought  off;  murdereil  all  stragglers  who 
lagged  in  the  rear,  and  amused  themselves  by 
giving  fnlse  alarms  to  lieep  up  the  panic  of  the 
soldiery  ;  who  would  throw  away  muskela,  knap- 
sacks, and    everything  that   impeded   their   Hight. 

It  was  not  until  he  reached  Ociondana  Falls, 
that  St,  Leger  discovered  hy  a  leller  from  Bur- 
goyne,  and  floating  reports  brought  by  the  bearer, 
that  he  had  been  the  dupe  of  a  rwe  de  guerre, 
and  that  at  the  lime  the  advancing  foe  were  re- 
ported to  be  close  npon  his  haunches,  they  were 
not  wilhiu  forty  miles  of  him. 

Such  was  the  second  blow  to  Burgoyno's  in- 
vading army ;  but  before  the  news  of  it  reached 
that  doomed  commander,  he  had  already  been  half 
paralyzed  by  the  disaster  at  Beimington. 


GATES  IN   COMMAND. 


The  moral  effect 

!iigtoii  hnd  predicled. 


two  blowi 


B  Wasliliigtoii  hnd  predicled.  Forluiie,  so  loug 
adverse,  seemed  ut  length  to  have  taken  a.  favor- 
able lum.  Feopli!  were  roueed  fRitn  their  despond- 
eney.  There  was  a  sudden  exultation  throughout 
the  country.  The  savages  had  disappeared  in  their 
native  liirests.  The  German  vclernns,  so  niucli 
vaunted  and  dreaded,  had  been  vanquished  by 
militia,  and  BrilisJi  artillery  captured  by  men, 
sotne  of  whom  had  never  seen  a  cannon. 

Cleans  were  iiow  augumentiiig  in  Schuyler's 
bands.  Colonels  Livingston  and  Pierre  Van  Court- 
landt,  fbrwanled  hy  Fuinam,  were  arrived.  Gov- 
ernor Clinton  was  daily  expected  with  New  York 
mitilia  trotn  the  Highlands.  The  arrival  of  Ar- 
nold was  anticipated  with  (roops  and  artillery,  and 
Lincoln  wiih  the  New  England  militia.  At  thig 
propitious  moment,  when  everything  was  ready 
for  the  sickle  lo  be  put  into  the  harvest,  General 
Gales  arrived  in  the  camp. 

Schuyler  received  him  with  the  noble  courtesy 
to  which  he  pledged  himself.  After  BCi[uamting 
him  with  all  the  affairs  of  the  deparinient,  the 
measures  he  had  laken  and  those  he  had  pro- 
jected, he  informed  him  of  his  having  signilied 
to  Congress  his  intention  to  remaiu  in  that  quar- 
ter lor  tlie  present,  and  render  every  service  iu 
his  power;  aud  he  entreated  Gates  lo  call  upon 
him  for  counsel  and  assistance  whenever  he  thought 

Gales  was  in  high  spirits,  llis  letters  to 
Washtnglon  aliow  how  coraplelely  he  was  aware 
that  au  easy  path  of  victory  had  been  opeued  for 
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Iiim.  "  Upon  my  leafing  Philadelphia,"  write! 
he, "  the  prospect  this  waj  appe«red  most  gloomy, 
but  the  severe  vhecka  the  enemy  have  met  with 
at  BeDniiigton  and  Tryon  County,  have  given  a 
more  pleasing  view  of  public  nflairs.  Parlica- 
lar  accounts  of  the  signivl  victory  gained  by  Gen- 
eral Stark,  and  of  the  severe  blow  Geneml  Her- 
kimer gave  Sir  John  Johnson  and  the  scalpers 
under  bis  command,  hnve  been  iransmitted  to 
youv  Excellency  by 'General  Schuyler.  I  anx- 
iously expect  the  arrivnl  of  an  express  from  Gen* 
erul  Arnold,  with  an  Acconut  of  the  total  defeat 
of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter. 

"  I  cannot  sulGcienily  thank  your  Excellency 
for  aending  Colonel  Morgan's  corps  to  this  army. 
They  will  be  of  the  grenlest  service  to  it;  for, 
until  the  late  success  tliis  way,  I  em  told  the 
army  were  quite  guuiic-slruck  by  the  Indiaria, 
and  their  tory  and  Canadian  assassins  in  Indian 

Governor  Ginlon  was  immediately  expected 
in  camp,  and  he  intended  lo  consult  with  him 
and  General  Lincoln  upon  ihe  best  plan  lo  dis- 
tress, and,  ho  hoped,  finally  to  defeat  the  enemy. 
"We  shall  no  doubt,"  writes  he,  "unanimously 
agree  in  sentiment  with  your  Excellency,  to  keep 
generals  Lincoln  and  Slark  upon  the  flank  and 
rear  of  the  enemy,  while  the  main  body  opposes 
them  in  front." 

Not  a  word  does  he  sny  of  consulting  Schuy- 
ler, who,  more  than  any  one  else,  was  acquikinted 
with  the  department  and  its  concerns,  who  was 
in  couslant  correspoudenoo  with  Washington,  and 
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had  coupeniled  wilh  him  in  e&uctiiig  llm  iiieas< 
urea  which  had  produced  the  present  promising 
situation  of  afTnirs.  So  Far  whs  he  from  respond- 
ing to  Schuyler's  raagnanimily,  RnJ  profiting  by 
Iiis  nobly  offered  counsel  and  asaisinnce,  ihnt  he 
did  not  even  ask  him  to  be  present  at  his  first 
council  of  war,  although  he  invited  up  Geiierul 
Tea  Brocck  of  the  railitia  from  Albnny  to  attend 
it. 

Hia  conduct  in  this  respect  provoked  a  caus- 
tic remark  from  the  celehraled  Gouverneur  Jilor- 
ris.  "  The  commander-in-chief  of  the  Northern 
department,"  said  he,  *'  may,  if  he  please,  neglect 
to  ask  or  disdain  lo  receive  advice,  but  those  who 
know  bim,  will,  I  am  sure,  be  convinced  that  he 
wants  it." 

Gates  opened  hostilities  against  Biirgoyne  with 
the  pen.  He  had  received  a  letter  from  that 
commander,  complaining  of  the  harsh  treatment 
experienced  by  the  royalists  captured  at  Benning- 
ton. "  Duty  and  principle,"  writes  Burgoyne, 
"  made  me  a  public  enemy  to  the  Americans  who 
have  taixu  up  arms ;  but  I  seek  to  be  a  gener- 
ous one  ;  nor  have  I  the  shadow  of  resentment 
against  any  indiridual  who  does  not  induce  it  by 
acts  derogatory  lo  tliose  maxims  upon  which  all 
men  of  honor  think  alike." 

There  was  nothing  in  this  that  was  not  borne 
out  by  the  conduct  and  character  of  Burgoyne ; 
but  Grates  seined  upon  the  occasion  to  assail  that 
commander  in  no  measured  terms  in  reg'.ird  to 
bis  Indian  allies. 

"  That  the  savages,"  said  he,  "should  in  their 
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wwftie  mmngle  the  unhappy  prisoDen  who  fidi 
into  their  hauds,  is  neiih^*  tiew  oor  eilrsMdi- 
avy :  but  lliat  Ibe  fknMim  GcDcral  Burgorne,  in 
whoa  the  fine  genUeinan  ta  nnited  with  tlie 
ecbolsr.  should  liire  the  aavagBS  of  Amerioi  to 
■calp  Eun>peaiiB ;  oay  more,  that  be  ebould  paj 
&  price  for  each  ecsJp  so  barbaiuuBly  takm,  is 
more  than  will  be  believed  ill  Europe,  nnlil  an- 
ihenlicated  f»cu  shall  in  every  gazelle  coufinn 
ibe  horrid  Inle." 

Alter  itiis  prelude,  be  went  on  to  B(«(e  tbe 
mnrder  of  Miu  McCrea,  ailing  that  her  mar- 
derer  was  employed  by  Burgoyne,  "  Tivo  p*- 
rents,"  added  lie,  "wiih  their  hIk  children,  were 
treated  wiili  the  same  iuhum&nity  while  quietly 
reitin;:  ill  llieir  once  happy  and  peaceful  dwell- 
ing. Upwards  of  one  hundred  meu,  women,  and 
diildren,  bnve  perished  by  the  hands  of  ilie  ruf- 
fians, to  wliom  it  is  asserted  you  have  paid  the 
price  of  blood." 

Gates  showed  his  letter  to  General  Lincoln 
and  Colonel  Wilkiuson,  who  demurred  to  its  per- 
sonnlily  ;  hul  he  evidently  conceived  it  an  nchieve- 
tnent  of  the  pen,  tind  spurned  llieir  criticism.' 

Borgoyiie,  in  a  manly  reply,  declared  that  he 
would  have  diBilained  to  jnatify  himself  from  sach 

I  After  Renenl  CatH  bid  wrillen  hii  letter  lo  BorgDjae, 
h*  cslleil  Oenenl  LiiiMln  and  m^Kirinlo  bti  apininenl,  rud 
ll  te  na,  and  rmiuuted  oar  eptnioii  of  it.  which  we  declined 
giving;  but  being  pre»ed  bj-  hiin,  with  diffidence  we  con- 
curred ID  judgment,  that  he  had  been  too  peDionali  to  which 
the  aid  gentleman  replied  with  his  characteiiilic  blontneia, 
"Bj-G  — 1  Idiin't  believe  eilheruf  yon  can  in  end  it!"  ami 
the  caniiulutiun  renninaled.  —  WilkhiMto'i  J/ion'ri,  vol.  i. 
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rhapsodies  of  fiction  and  calumny,  but  ibat  his 
Bilence  might  be  conBlrued  iulo  Hn  admission  of 
their  truth,  and  lend  to  acts  of  relaljtttiou.  He 
pronounced  all  the  intelligence  cited  respecting 
the  cnielities  of  the  Indians  to  be  falEie,  with  the 
exception  of  llie  case  of  Miss  McCrea.  This  he 
put  ID  its  true  light,  adding,  that  it  had  been  ta 
sincerely  lamented  and  abhorred  by  him,  as  it 
could  be  by  the  lenderest  of  her  friends.  "  I 
would  not,"  declared  he,  "  be  conscious  of  the 
nets  you  presume  to  impute  to  me,  for  the  whole 
conliuent  of  America ;  though  the  wealth  of 
worlds  was  in  its  bowels,  aod  a  paradise  upon  its 
surface." 

We  have  already  shown  what  was  the  real 
conduct  of  Burgoyne  in  this  deplorable  affair,  and 
General  Gates  could  and  should  have  nscerlnhied 
it,  before  "  he  presumed  to  impute  "  lo  a  gallant 
Bnlngoaist  and  a  humane  and  cultivaied  gentle- 
man, such  base  and  barbarous  policy.  It  was  the 
government  under  which  Burgoyne  served  that 
was  chargeable  with  the  murderous  acts  of  the 
SBTBges.  He  is  rather  to  be  pitied  for  being 
obliged  to  employ  such  liell-hounds,  whom  ho  en- 
deavored in  Tain  to  hold  in  check.  Great  Britain 
reaped  the  reward  ofher  policy  in  the  odium  which 
il  cnat  upon  her  cause,  and  the  deiermined  and  suc- 
cessful opposition  which  it  provoked  in  the  Amer- 
ican bosom. 

We  will  now  shift  the  scene  to  Wa.shington's 
camp  at  Wilmington,  where  we  left  him  watch- 
ing the  opernlious  of  Ihe  Briiish  Heel,  and  pre- 
paring to  oppose  tlio  army  under  Sir  Wiliiom 
Howe  in  its  designs  upon  Fhilndelphio. 
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Early  in  ilie  evening,  Wiisliiuglon  received  in- 
telligence that  the  euemy  were  landing.  There 
was  a  qiianiily  of  public  iind  private  stores  at  the 
Head  of  Elk,  which  lie  feared  would  fall  into 
tlieir  hands  if  they  moved  quickly.  Every  at- 
tempt wus  to  be  miule  to  checic  them.  The  divis- 
ions of  generals  Greene  and  Stephen  were  within 
a  few  miles  of  Wilmington  ;  orders  were  sent 
for  them  to  march  thither  immediately.  The 
two  otlier  divifiune,  which  bnd  halted  at  Chester 
to  refresh,  were  to  hurry  forward.  Major-general 
Armstrong,  tlie  same  who  had  surprised  the  Indian 
village  of  Kittaning  in  the  French  war,  and  who 
now  commanded  the  Pennsylvania  mitiiia,  was 
urged  to  send  down,  in  the  cool  of  the  nigbi,  all 
ihe  men  he  could  muster,  properly  nrmeii  "The 
lirBt  attempt  of  the  euemy,"  wriU.'S  Washington, 
•*  will  be  with  light  partjes  to  seize  horses,  car- 
riages, and  cattle,  and  we  must  endeavor  to  check 
Ihem  at  the  outset." 

General  Rodiiry,  therefore,  who  commanded 
the  Delaware  miliiia,  wns  ordered  to  ihrow  out 
scouts  and  patrols  toward  the  enemy  to  watch 
their  motions  i  and  to  move  near  them  with  his 
troops,  as  soon  as  he  should  be  reinforced  by  the 
Maryland  militiiL 

Light  troops  were  sent  out  early  in  the  morn- 
ing to  hover  about  and  harass  the  invaders. 
Washitigton  himself,  accompaniiKl  by  General 
Greene  and  tho  Mnrqnia  de  Lafayette  und  their 
aides,  rode  forth  to  reconnoiter  the  country  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  euemy,  and  determine 
bow  to  di:>pose  of  hie  forces  when  they  should  be 
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Dollected.  The  only  emiuences  Dear  Elk  were 
Iron  Hill  and  Gray's  Hill ;  ihe  latter  wiibin  iwo 
miles  of  tlie  enemy.  It  was  difficult,  however, 
to  get  a  good  view  of  their  eacampinent,  and 
judge  of  llie  naniber  Ibat  had  landed.  Hours 
mere  passed  in  riding  from  place  lo  pLice  recon- 
noileriug,  and  takiug  a  military  survey  of  the 
aurrouiidiug  country.  At  length  a  severe  storm 
drove  the  party  to  lake  shelter  in  a  farm-house. 
Night  came  oa  dark  and  stonny.  Washington 
showed  no  diaposition  to  depart.  His  compan- 
ions  became  alarmed  for  his  safety  ;  there  was 
risk  of  his  being  surprised,  being  so  near  the 
enemy's  camp.  lie  was  not  to  be  moved  either 
by  advice  or  entreaties,  but  remained  all  night 
under  the  farmer's  roofl  When  he  left  the  bouse 
at  daybreak,  however,  says  Lnfayetle,  lie  acknowl' 
edged  hb  impradence,  and  that  the  most  insignif- 
icaut  traitor  might  have  caused  hia  ruin. 

Indeed,  he  ran  a  similar  risk  to  that  which  in 
the  previous  year  bad  produced  General, Lee's 
catastrophe. 

The  country  was  in  a  great  stale  of  alarm. 
The  inhabitants  were  hurrying  off"  their  must 
valuable  effects,  so  ihut  it  was  difficult  to  procure 
cattle  and  vehicles  to  remove  the  p\iblic  stores. 
Tlie  want  of  horses,  and  the  onnoyauces  given 
by  the  American  light  troops,  however,  kept 
Howe  from  advaudng  promptly,  and  gave  time 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  stores  to  be  saved. 

To  nllay  the  public  alarm,  Howe  bsued  a 
proclamation  on  the  27th,  promising  the  strictest 
regulaiitj  and  order  on  the  part  of  his  army ; 
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wilh  security  of  person  and  property  lo  all  who 
renuunixl  quiutly  at  home,  anil  pardon  (o  those 
imder  arnia,  who  should  promptly  reium  U>  their 
obedience.  The  provlnmution  hail  a  quieting  ef- 
fect, especially  ninoag  the  loyalists,  who  iibounde<] 
xo.  these  parts. 

The  divisions  of  generals  Greene  and  Stephen 
were  iiow  stationed  several  luiles  in  udvaiice  of 
Wilmington,  behind  White  Clay  Creek,  about  ten 
miles  from  the  Head  of  Elk.  General  Smallwood 
and  Colonel  Gist  had  been  directed  by  CoDgresi 
to  take  command  of  the  militia  of  Aluryland,  who 
were  gathering  on  the  western  shore,  and  Wash- 
ington sent  ihem  orders  to  cooperate  wilh  Gen- 
eral Rodney  and  get  in  the  resr  of  the  enemy. 

Washington  now  felt  the  want  of  Iklor},'!in  and 
hia  riflemen,  whom  he  had  sent  to  ssmai  the 
Northern  army  ;  to  supply  their  place,  he  formed 
a  corps  of  light  troops,  by  drafting  a  hmidred 
men  from  eacli  brigade.  The  command  was  given 
lo  Major-general  Maxwell,  who  was  to  hover 
about  the  enemy  and  give  them  coutinuul  annoy- 

The  army  about  this  lime  was  increased  by 
the  arrival  of  General  SuUivan  and  his  division 
of  three  thousand  men.  He  iiad  recently,  while 
encamped  at  Hanover  in  Jersey,  made  a  gallant 
Attempt  to  surprise  and  capture  a  corps  of  one 
thousand  provincials  stationed  on  Staten  Island, 
at  a  distance  from  the  fortified  ciunp,  imd  oppo- 
site the  Jersey  shore.  The  attempt  was  par- 
tially successful ;  a  number  of  the  provincials 
were  captured  ;    but  the  regulars  came   to  the 
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rescue.  Siillivan  hod  not  brought  suffident  boats 
\o  Becar«  a  retreat.  His  rear-guard  was  captured 
while  waiting  fur  ihe  retut^  of  tlie  boats,  yel  not 
without  a  Bbarp  reaiatance.  There  was  loss  on 
botli  side!),  but  the  Americaus  suffered  most. 
Congress  hud  directed  Wnshiiigloii  to  Hppoiat 
a  court  of  inquiry  to  iuvestigttle  the  matter ;  in 
the  mean  time  Sullivan,  whose  gHllanlry  re- 
mained undoubted,  continued  in  command. 

There  were  now  in  camp  several  of  those  offi- 
cers aiid  gentlemen  from  various  parte  of  Europe 
who  had  recenlly  pressed  into  the  service,  and 
the  suitHblo  employment  of  whom  had  been  a 
Bourca  of  much  perplexity  to  Washington.  Gen- 
eral Deborre,  the  French  veteran  of  tliirty  years' 
service  commanded  a  brigade  in  Snliivan's  divis- 
ion. Brigadier-general  Conway,  the  GalliciEed 
Hibernian,  was  in  the  division  of  Lord  Stirling. 
Beside  these,  there  was  Louis  Fleury,  n  French 
gentleman  of  noble  descent,  who  had  lieen  ed- 
ucated as  an  engineer,  and  had  come  out  at  the 
opening  of  the  Revolution  to  otter  bis  services. 
Wiishinglon  had  oblaine<l  for  him  a  captain's 
commission.  Another  officer  of  dislinguishud 
merit,  was  the  Oiunt  Pulaski,  a  Pole,  recom- 
mended by  Dr.  Franklin,  as  an  officer  famous 
thronghont  Europe  for  his  bravery  and  conduct 
in  defense  of  the  liberties  of  his  country  against 
Bussia,  Austria,  and  Prussia.  In  fact,  he  had 
beeu  commander-in-chief  of  the  forces  of  the  in- 
snrgcnCs.  He  served  at  present  as  a  volunteer 
in  the  tight  horse,  and  as  that  department  was 
still  without  a  head,  and  the  cavalry  was  a  main 


••  LIGUT-HORSE  BARRT." 


209 


object  of  atlentioD  Among  the  miliUrj  of  Folnnd, 
Wasliingtou  saggesled  lo  Congress  ihe  expediency 
of  giving  bim  the  oommaDd  of  it,  '-This  gentle- 
man, we  are  told,"  wriles  Washington,  "  hus  been, 
like  us,  engaged  in  derending  tlie  iiberly  and  in- 
depeudeuct;  of  his  couiilry,  and  has  sacriliired  his 
fortune  to  his  zeal  for  those  objects.  He  derives 
from  lieuce  a  title  to  our  respcut,  that  ought  to 
operate  in  his  favor  aa  far  as  the  good  of  the  ser- 
vice will  pemiil." 

At  this  lime  Henry  Lee  of  Virginia,  of  mili- 
tary renoffD,  makes  his  first  appearance.  He  wns 
in  the  twenty-second  year  of  liiii  age,  and  in  tim 
preceding  year  had  commanded  a  compnriy  of 
Virginia  yolunteers.  He  had  reoenlly  signalized 
himself  in  scouting  parties,  harassing  the  enemy's 
ptckets.  Washington,  in  n  letter  to  the  President 
of  Congress  (August  SOlh),  writes  ;  "  This  minute 
tiresty-four  British  prisouera  arrived,  taken  yester- 
day by  Captain  Lee  of  the  light  horse."  His  ad- 
venturous exploits  soon  won  him  notoriety,  and 
the  popular  appellation  of  "  Lighi-horse  Harry." 
He  waa  favorably  noticed  liy  Washington  through- 
out the  war.  Perhaps  there  was  something  beside 
bis  bold,  dashing  spirit,  which  won  hiin  this  favoi'. 
There  may  have  been  early  recollections  con- 
□ecled  with  it.  Lee  was  the  son  of  the  lady 
who  lirst  touched  Washington's  heart  in  his 
schoolboy  days,  the  one  about  whom  he  wrote 
rhymes  at  Mount  Venion  and  Grcenwoy  Conrt 
—  hts  "lowland  beauty." 

Several  daj's  were  now  passed  by  the  com- 
mander-in-chief almost  continually  in  the  saddle, 
VOL.  m.  14 
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r^coiinuiieriiig  the  i-oada  aud  passes,  and  making 
himsdir  acquaiuled  with  [Le  surrounding  couutr^r; 
which  waa  very  much  interaected  by  risers  aud 
small  slnsanis,  ruDDiDg  cliiedy  from  uorlliwest  Co 
southeast  He  had  uow  made  up  bis  mitid  to 
risk  a  battle  iu  the  open  field.  It  is  true  his 
troops  were  inferior  to  tiiose  of  the  eiieroy  iu 
number,  equipments,  and  discipline.  Hitherto, 
according  to  Lafayette,  "  they  had  fought  com- 
bats, but  Dol  battles."  Still  tho^e  combats  bad 
given  them  experience ;  and  though  many  of 
them  were  militia,  or  raw  recruits,  yet  the  divis- 
ions of  ilio  army  Lad  acquired  a  facility  nt  mov- 
ing in  large  musses,  and  were  considerably  im- 
proved iu  militury  tactics.  At  any  rate,  it  would 
never  do  to  let  Philadelphia,  at  that  time  the 
capital  of  the  States,  full  without  a  blow.  There 
was  a  car(iing  spirit  abroad ;  a  disposition  to  cavil 
and  find  fault,  which  was  prevalent  iu  Philadel- 
phia, and  creeping  into  Congress  ;  something  of 
the  nature  of  what  had  beeu  indulged  respecting 
General  Schuyler  aud  the  army  of  the  North. 
Public  impatience  called  for  a.  battle  ;  it  was  ex- 
pected even  by  Europe ;  his  own  valiant  spirit 
required  it,  tiiough  hitherto  he  hod  beeu  beld  in 
check  by  superior  cousidemtions  of  expediency, 
and  hy  the  controlling  interference  of  CongresB. 
Congress  itself  now  spurred  him  on,  and  he  gave 
way  to  the  native  ardor  of  bis  character. 

The  British  army  having  efiecled  a  landing,  ia 
which,  hy  the  way,  it  had  experienced  but  lillle 
molestation,  waa  formed  into  two  divisions.  One, 
under  Sir  William  Howe,  waa  statioued  at  Klklon, 
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with  its  aijvaut^ed  guard  at  Graj's  Hill,  about  two 
miles  off.  Tiie  otiier  divisiou,  uiiJer  Geiiernl 
Eiiypliausen,  was  on  Ilie  opposile  aide  of  ihe 
ferry,  at  Cecil  Court  House.  On  the  third  of 
September  the  euemy  advanced  lu  considerable 
force,  with  three  fie  Id -pieces,  moving  with  great 
coniion,  as  the  country  was  difficult,  woody,  and 
not  well  known  to  them.  About  three  mileB  iu 
front  of  White  Clay  Creek,  their  vanguard  was 
encountered  by  General  Maxwell  and  his  light 
troops,  and  a,  severe  skirmish  look  place.  The 
fire  of  the  American  aharpshooteis  and  riHemeu, 
a&  nsual,  waa  very  eifective ;  but  being  inferior 
in  tiumber,  and  haviug  no  artillery,  Maxwell  was 
compelled  to  retreat  acroas  Wliile  Clay  Creek, 
with  the  loss  of  about  forty  killed  and  wounded. 
The  loss  of  the  enemy  waa  supposed  to  be  much 
greater. 

The  main  body  of  the  American  nriiiy  was 
DOW  encamped  on  the  east  side  of  Red  Clay 
Creek,  on  tlie  road  leading  from  Elkton  to  Phila- 
delphia. The  light  infantry  were  in  the  advance, 
at  White  Clay  Creek.  The  armies  were  from 
eight  to  ten  miles  apart.  In  thia  poaition  Waah- 
inglou  determined  to  await  the  threatened  attack. 

On  the  Sth  of  September  he  made  a  stirring 
appeal  to  the  army,  in  his  general  orders,  stating 
the  object  of  the  enemy,  the  capture  of  Philadel- 
phia. They  had  tried  it  before,  from  the  Jerseys, 
and  had  failed.  He  trusted  they  would  be  again 
disappointed.  In  their  present  attempt  their  all 
was  ut  slake.  The  whole  would  be  hazarded  iu 
a  single  battle.     If  defeated  in  that,  they  were 
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tolalljr  undone,  and  the  war  would  be  oX  an  end. 
Now  llien  was  the  time  for  ilie  most  strenuous 
exertious.  Oue  bold  stroke  would  free  llie  land 
from  rapine,  devastation,  aud  brutal  oiilnige. 
"  Two  yeara,"  ^aid  he,  "  liave  we  mainlaiued  the 
war,  aiid  struggled  with  difficulties  innumerable, 
but  the  prospect  has  bi'ighiened.  Now  is  ihe 
time  to  renp  llie  fruit  of  all  our  toils  and  daugerA ; 
if  we  behave  like  men  this  third  campaign  will 
be  our  last."  Washington's  numerical  force  at 
thb  lime  was  about  fifteen  thousand  men,  but 
from  sickness  and  other  causes  the  effective  force, 
militia  included,  did  not  exceed  eleven  thousand, 
oaA  most  of  these  were  indiiferently  armed  aud 
equipped.  The  strKDgth  of  the  firilisb  was  com- 
puted at  eighteen  thousand  men,  but,  it  is  thought, 
not  more  than  fifteen  thousand  were  brought  iuio 
action. 

On  the  8th,  the  enemy  advanced  iu  two 
columns;  one  appeared  prepariug  to  attack  the 
Americana  in  front,  while  the  other  extejided  its 
lef^  up  the  west  side  of  the  creek,  halting  at  UiU- 
tuwu,  soniewhat  to  the  right  of  the  American  po- 
sition. Washiogton  now  suspected  an  intention 
on  the  part  of  Sir  William  Howe  lo  march  by 
his  right,  suddenly  pass  the  Brandywiue,  gain  the 
heigliia  north  of  that  stream,  and  cut  hiiu  off 
from  Philadelphia.  He  summoned  a  council  of 
war,  thereforu,  that  evening,  in  which  it  was  de- 
termined immediately  to  change  their  position, 
aud  move  to  the  river  in  question.  By  two 
o'clock  iu  the  morning,  the  army  was  under 
march,  and  by  the  next-  evening  was  encamped 


POSITION  on   TffE  BRANDYWmE.      213 

on  lliB  high  grounds  in  the  rear  of  the  Brandf- 
wioe.  The  uoemy  ou  the  Baine  evtning  moved 
to  Ketinet  Square,  about  seven  miles  I'rom  the 
Ameriuat]  position. 

The  Brandywine  Creek,  as  it  is  called,  com- 
mences willi  two  brancheH,  called  the  East  and 
West  branches,  which  miile  in  one  stream,  flow- 
ing from  west  to  east  about  twenty-two  miles,  and 
emptying  itself  into  the  Delaware  about  twenty- 
live  miles  below  Pliilvlelphia.  It  has  several 
fords;  one  called  Chadd'e  Ford,  was  at  Ihat  lime 
the  most  practicable,  and  in  the  direct  route  from 
the  enemy's  camp  to  Philadelphia.  As  the  prin- 
cipal attack  wna  expected  here,  Washington  made 
it  the  centre  of  his  position,  where  he  stationed 
the  main  body  of  liis  army,  composed  of  Wayne's, 
Weedoii's,  and  Muhlenberg's  brigades,  wiih  the 
light  infantry  undtr  Maxwell.  An  emiiivnce  im- 
mediately above  the  ford  had  been  inlrenclied  in 
the  night,  and  was  occupied  by  Wayne  and  Proc- 
tor'a  artillery.  Weedon's  and  Mulilenbei'g's  brig- 
ades, which  were  Virginian  troops,  and  formed 
GeneraJ  Greene's  division,  were  posted  in  the  rear 
on  the  heights,  aa  a  reserve  to  aid  either  wing  of 
the  army.  With  these  Washington  took  his  stand. 
MnKwell's  light  infantry  were  thrown  in  the  ad- 
vance, south  of  the  Brandywine,  and  posted  on 
high  ground  each  side  of  the  road  leading  to  the 
ford. 

The  right  wing  of  the  army,  commanded  by 
Sullivan,  and  composed  of  his  division  and  those 
of  Stephen  and  Stirling,  extended  np  the  Brandy- 
wine   two  miles    bevoud    Washington's    position. 
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lis  liglit  troopa  and  videltes  were  distributed 
quite  up  to  the  Ibrks.  A  few  deiucbmenis  of 
ill-orguciized  and  niidiaciplined  CAvalrf  eslended 
across  tliB  creek  on  Ihe  extreme  right.  Tbe  left 
wing,  composed  of  the  FenDS^lvauia  militia,  un- 
der Mnjor-general  Armstrong,  was  stationed  about 
a  mile  tiud  a  half  below  the  main  body,  to  pro- 
tect the  lowur  fords,  where  the  least  danger  was 
apprehended.  The  Brandy  wine,  which  ran  in 
front  of  the  whole  line,  was  now  the  only  obsta- 
cle, if  sucli  it  might  be  called,  between  the  two 
armies. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  11  ih,  a  great  col- 
umn of  Iroops  WHS  descried  advancing  on  the  road 
leadiug  to  Chadd's  Ford.  A  skirt  of  woods  con- 
cealed its  force,  but  it  was  supposed  to  be  the  main 
body  of  the  enemy  i  if  so,  a  general  conflict  was  at 

The  Americans  were  immediately  drawn  out 
iu  order  of  bailie.  Washington  rode  along  the 
front  of  the  ranks,  and  was  everywhere  received 
with  HCclamatioQs.  A  sharp  firing  of  small  arms 
soon  told  that  Maxwell's  light  tDfautry  were  en- 
gaged with  the  van-guard  of  the  enemy.  The 
skirmishing  was  kept  up  for  some  time  with  spirit, 
when  Maxwell  was  driven  aci-oss  the  Brandy- 
wine  below  the  ford.  The  enemy,  who  had  ad- 
vanced but  slowly,  did  not  attempt  to  follow,  but 
halted  on  commanding  ground,  and  appeared  to 
reconnoiler  the  American  position  with  a  view  lo 
to  an  altack.  A  heavy  cannonading  commenced 
on  both  sides,  about  ten  o'clock.  The  enemy 
made  repeated  dispoeitions  to  force  the  ford,  which 


BATTLE  OF  THE  BRANDYWINE.       215 

broDght  on  as  frequeol  skirmiabea  ou  both  siilos 
of  the  river,  for  delachmenta  of  the  light  troopa 
occasionally  crossed  over.  One  of  these  skir- 
mishea  wna  oiore  than  usually  severe ;  the  Brit- 
ish flank-guard  was  closely  pressed,  a  captain  and 
ten  or  fil^eea  men  were  killed,  and  the  guard  wns 
put  to  flight ;  but  n  large  force  came  to  their 
assistance,  and  the  Americane  were  again  driven 
across  the  stream.  All  this  while  there  was  the 
noise  and  uproar  of  a  battle,  but  little  of  the  re- 
ality, 'riie  enemy  made  a  great  thundering  of 
cannon,  but  no  vigorous  onset,  and  Colotiel  Har- 
rison, Waaliingtou's  "  old  secretary,"  seeing  this 
cautious  and  dilatory  conduct  on  their  part,  wrote 
a  hurried  note  to  Congress,  expressing  his  con- 
fident belief  thai  the  enemy  would  be  repulsed. 

Towards  noon  came  an  express  from  Sullivan, 
i  received  from  a  scouting  party,  re- 
porting that  General  Howe,  with  a  large  body  of 
troops  and  a  park  of  artillery,  wna  pushing  up  the 
Lancaster  road,  doubtless  to  cross  at  the  upper 
forda  and  turn  the  right  flank  of  the  American 
position. 

Startled  by  the  information,  Washington  in- 
Btantly  sent  off  Colonel  Theodoric  Bland,  with  a 
party  of  horse,  to  reconiioiter  above  the  forks  and 
■  1  the  truth  of  the  report.  In  the  mean 
time,  he  resolved  to  cross  the  ford,  attack  the  di- 
n  front  of  him  with  his  wliole  force,  and 
rout  it  before  the  other  could  arrive.  He  gave 
orders  for  both  wings  to  cooperate,  when,  as  Sulli- 
van was  preparing  to  cross.  Major  Spiccr  of  the 
nulitia  rode  op,  just  from  the  forks,  and  assured 
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hita  there  was  no  eiieiny  iii  that  quHrter.  Sulli- 
van instanllj  transrailled  the  inidligence  to  'Wash- 
ington, whereupon  the  niovetneul  irns  siispeDiled 
until  positive  iiiformntiaa  could  be  obtained.  Af- 
ter n  lime  cttme  a  man  of  the  ueigbborfaood, 
Thomas  Chcyuey  by  nnme,  spurriag  in  all  bofte, 
the  mare  he  rode  in  foam,  atid  himself  out  of 
breath.  Dashing  up  to  the  commandcr-iD-chief, 
be  informed  him  that  be  must  instantly  move,  or 
be  would  be  surrounded.  He  had  come  upon  the 
enemy  unawares ;  had  been  pursued  and  fired 
upon,  but  Ibe  lleetness  of  his  mare  had  saved  bim. 
The  main  body  of  the  British  was  coming  down 
on  the  east  side  of  the  stream,  and  was  nenr  at 
band.  Washington  replied,  timt  from  informa- 
tion just  received,  it  could  not  be  so.  "  You  are 
mistaken,  genera],"  replied  tlie  other  vehemently ; 
"  my  life  for  it,  you  are  mistaken."  Then  reit- 
erating the  fact  with  an  oalh,  and  making  a  drafl 
of  the  road  in  the  sand,  "  put  me  imder  guard," 
added  be,  "  until  you  find  my  story  true." 

Another  dispatch  from  Sullivan  corroborated 
it.  Colonel  Bland,  whom  Washington  had  sent 
to  reconnoiter  above  the  forks,  bad  seen  the  en- 
emy two  miles  in  the  rear  of  Sullivan's  right, 
marcliing  down  at  a  rapid  rate,  while  a  cloud  of 
dust  showed  that  there  were  more  Iroopa  behind 
them. 

In  fact,  the  old  Long  Tsland  stratagem  bad 
been  played  over  again.  Knyphausen  with  a 
small  division  had  engrossed  the  attention  of  the 
Americans  by  a  feigned  attack  at  Ghadd's  Ford, 
kept  up  with  great  nobe  and  prolonged  by  skii^ 
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mlshee ;  while  the  mnin  body  of  the  army  uoder 
Ccirtiwnllis,  led  by  experienced  guides,  had  made  a 
vircait  of  seventeen  milea,  croaaed  the  two  Torkaof 
the  Brandywine,  and  arrived  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Birmingham  raeeting-boiiBe,  two  inilea  to  the 
riglit  of  Sultivan.  It  was  a  capital  stratagem,  se- 
cretly aiid  successfully  conducted. 

Finding  that  Cornwallis  had  thua  gained  the 
rear  of  the  array,  Washington  sent  orders  to  Sul- 
livan to  oppoae  him  with  ihe  whole  right  wing, 
each  brigade  attacking  as  soon  us  it  arrived  upou 
the  ground.  Wayne,  in  tlie  mean  time,  was  lo 
keep  Knyphansen  at  hay  at  the  ford,  and  Greene, 
with  the  reserve,  to  hold  himself  ready  to  give 
aid  wherever  required. 

Lafayette,  as  n  volunteer,  had  hitherto  accom- 
panied the  commouder-iu'chief,  but  now,  seeing 
there  was  likely  to  be  warm  work  with  the  right 
wing,  he  obtained  permission  to  join  Sullivan, 
and  spurred  off  witli  his  aide-de-camp  to  the  scene 
of  action.  From  hia  narrative,  we  gather  some 
of  the  subsequent  details. 

Sultivan,  ou  receiving  Washinglon'a  orders, 
advanced  with  hia  own,  Stephen's,  and  Stirling's 
divisions,  and  begun  to  form  a  line  in  front  of  an 
open  piece  of  wood.  The  time  which  had  been 
expemled  in  transmitting  intelligence,  receiving 
orders,  and  marching,  had  enabled  Gornwallia  to 
choose  his  ground  and  prepare  for  action.  Still 
more  time  was  given  him  from  the  iipprelienaion 
of  the  three  generals,  upon  consultation,  of  being 
out-Hanked  upon  the  right ;  and  that  the  gup  be- 
tween Sullivan's  and  Stephen's  divisions  was  loo 
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wide,  and  sliould  be  closed  up.  Orders  wens  ac- 
cordingly giveu  for  the  whole  line  to  move  lo  the 
righl ;  and  while  in  execution,  Comwallis  ad- 
vanced rapidly  with  bis  Iroops  in  the  finest  order, 
and  opened  b  trisk  fire  of  mnsfeelry  aiid  artillery. 
The  Americaus  made  an  obatinate  reaisiance,  but 
being  lokeu  at  a  disadvantage,  the  right  and  left 
witigs  were  broken  and  driven  into  the  woods. 
Tbe  centre  stood  firm  for  a  while,  but  being  ex- 
poeed  to  [he  whole  lire  of  the  enemy,  gave  way 
at  length  also.  The  British,  in  following  up  their 
advajitflige,  got  entangled  in  tLe  wood.  It  waa 
here  thai  LufHyetle  received  hia,  wound.  He 
had  thrown  himiielf  from  his  horse  and  was  en- 
deavoring to  rally  the  troops,  when  he  was  shot 
through  the  leg  with  a  musket  ball,  and  had  to 
be  assisted  into  the  saddle  by  his  aide-de-utnip. 

Tbe  Americans  rallied  on  a  height  to  the  north 
of  Dilworth,  and  made  a  stJll  more  spiriieil  re- 
(dstance  than  at  first,  but  were  again  di);loilgcd 
and  obliged  to  retreat  with  a.  heavy  loss- 
While  this  was  occurring  with  the  right  wing, 
Knypbaiiaen,  as  soon  as  he  learot  from  the  heavy 
firing  tliat  CoruwaUia  was  engaged,  mode  a  push 
to  force  his  way  across  Cliadd's  Ford  in  eaniesL 
He  was  vigorously  opposed  by  Wayne  with  Proc- 
ter's artillery,  aided  by  Maxwell  and  his  iufautry. 
Greene  was  preparing  i^  secoud  him  with  the  re- 
serve, when  he  was  summoned  by  Wusbingtou  to 
the  support  of  the  right  wing,  which  the  com- 
~u-chief  had  found  in  imminent  peril. 
Greeue  advanced  to  the  relief  with  such  celerity, 
that  it  is  said,  on  good  authorily,  bis  divimou  ac- 
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compliebeil  the  iniircti.  or  rather  top,  of  five  milefl^ 
ill  less  thai]  lift}'  minutefi.  He  arrived  too  lata 
to  save  the  bnttlc,  but  in  time  to  praiect  the 
broken  masses  of  the  lefl  wing,  which  he  met 
in  fiilt  Aighu  Opening  bis  ranks  from  time  ro 
Lime  for  tlie  fugitives,  and  closiog  them  the  mo- 
ment lliey  hnil  passed,  he  covered  their  retreat 
by  n  ?harp  and  well-directed  fire  from  bia  field-. 
pieces.  Ilia  granil  elaiul  vias  mnde  at  a  place 
nhoiit  a  niile  beyond  Di  I  worth,  which,  in  re- 
coonoiieriiig  the  neighborhood,  Washinglou  had 
pointed  out  to  him,  as  well  calculaied  fur  a  sec- 
ond posit  ion, .should  the  army  be  driven  out  of  tbe 
firat ;  and  here  he  was  overtaken  by  Colonel 
Pinckney,  nn  aide-de-camp  of  llie  commnnder- 
in-chief,  ordering  him  to  occupy  this  position  and 
protect  the  retreat  of  the  army.  Tbe  orders  were 
implicitly  obeyed.  Weedon's  brignde  was  drawn 
up  in  a  narrow  defile,  flanked  on  both  sides  by 
woods,  and  perfectly  commanding  the  road ;  while 
Greene,  with  Muhlenberg's  brigade,  passing  to 
the  right  look  his  staiion  on  the  roail.  The  Brit- 
ish came  on  impetuously,  expecting  but  faint  op- 
position. They  met  with  a  desperate  resislanc*, 
and  were  repeatedly  driven  back.  It  was  the 
bloody  conflict  of  the  bayonet :  deadly  on  either 
side,  and  lasting  fiir  a  consiilerahle  time.  Wee- 
don's brigade  on  the  lefl  maintained  its  stand  also 
with  great  obstinacy,  and  Ihe  check  given  to  lhe~ 
enemy  by  these  two  brigades,  allowed  titne  for 
the  broken  troops  to  retreat.  Weedon's  was  at 
length  compelled  by  Buperior  nnmhers  to  seek  the 
protection  of  Ihe  other  brigade,  which  he  did  in 
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good  order,  and  Greene  gradunlly  di'ew  off  llio 
ivbole  ilivisioti  in  face  of  l)ie  enemy,  who,  checked 
by  this  vigorous  resisliuice,  and  seeing  tlie  day  far 
spent,  gave  up  all  further  pursuit. 

The  Lrave  aland  made  by  tbese  brigades  bud, 
likewise,  beeu  a  gi'cat  prnieclion  to  Waytie.  He 
liad  for  a  long  lime  withstood  the  attacks  of  the 
enemy  at  Chaild's  Foril,  until  the  apjirouch  on 
the  right,  of  aotne  of  Ihe  euemy'it  croopi)  who  had 
been  eiitatigled  in  ihe  woods,  showed  him  that 
the  right  wing  bad  been  routed.  He  now  gave 
up  the  defense  of  his  post,  and  retreated  by  the 
Chester  mad.  Kiiyphauacn's  troops  were  too  fa- 
tigued to  pursue  him ;  and  the  others  had  beeu 
kept  back,  as  we  have  shown,  by  Greeue's  divis- 

I  iou.     So  ended  the  varied  conflict  of  the  day. 

\  Lafayette  gives  an  animated  picture  of  (he  gen- 
eral retreat,  iu  which  he  became  entangled.  He 
had  endeavored  to  rejoin  Woshinglou,  but  loss  of 
blood  compelled  him  to  stop  and  have  his  wound 
bandaged.  While  ilms  engaged,  he  came  near 
being  captured.     All  ai-ound  him  was  headlong 

r   terror  and  confusion.      Chester  road,  the  common 

I  lelreat  of  the  broken  fragments  of  the  army, 
from  every  quarter,  was  crowded  with  fugitives, 
with  cannon,  with  baggage  cars,  all  hurrying  for- 
ward pell-mull,  and  obstructing  each  other;  while 
the  thundering  of  cannon,  and  volleying  of  mus- 

I   ketry  by  the  contending  parties  in  the  rear,  added 

I  to  the  confusion  and  panic  of  the  tliglu. 

The  dual,  the  uproar,  and  the  growing  dark- 
less,  threw  everything  into    chaos ;    there  was 

I  nothing   but  a  headlong  struggle   forward.     At 
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Chester,  honerer,  tn-elve  miJea  from  die  field  of 
battle,  there  w»3  a  deep  stream  with  a  bridge, 
OYcr  wbicb  the  fugitives  woulil  have  to  pass. 
Here  Lnrayetie  !«(  a  guard  lo  preveut  their 
further  fiigbl.  The  commander-in-chief,  arriv- 
iag  ^ooD  afler  with  Greette  and  his  gnilant  divis- 
ion, some  degree  of  order  waa  restored,  nod  the 
whole  army  look  ils  post  behind  Cliester  for  the 

The  Brene  of  thii  battle,  which  deoded  the 
&te  of  Philadelphia,  was  within  six-aad-twentj 
milee  of  that  city,  and  ead)  disctuu^  of  cannoB 
conld  be  heard  there.  The  Iwo  parties  of  ibe 
iahatutanls,  whig  and  tory,  were  to  be  seen  in 
groups  in  the  squares  and  public  places,  waitiag 
ifae  event  in  anxioos  silence.  At  length  »  ocn- 
rier  arrived.  His  tidings  spread  confiteraation 
among  tbe  frknda  of  Uberiy.  Hanj  lef^  their 
boows;  entirs  finBiKw  abuidDaed  everrthiog  in 
teRvr  and  despwr,  ami  took  refuge  in  the  moun- 
Iw&B.  Consrees,  the  same  evening,  determined 
to  quit  (be  city  and  reptur  to  Laoicasler,  whence 
tbey  soteeqoeiillv  removed  to  Yorktown.  Be- 
fore leaving  Philadelphia,  howevc-r,  they  m»- 
moned  the  militia  of  I^udylvauia,  and  I 
joining  States,  to  join  the  main  snay  9 
delay  :  and  ordered  down  Cfteen  haa  ' 
neotal  troops  firom  Putnam'?  command  on  tfid 
jon.  Tbey  abo  clothed  Wiufainglun  with  p<r 
lo  suspeud  officers  for  misbidiavior :  to  Sil  up 
vanmetes  under  the  rank  of  brigadiers :  M  t 
a&  prorinmes  and  other  ftrtide»  neeeeeniy  fi 
■se  of  Um  mny,  paying  or  ginng  e 
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the  Baine ;  and  to  remove,  or  secure  for  the  beue- 
St  of  the  owners,  all  goods  and  offecis  wliich 
miglit  otherwise  fall  into  the  lianda  of  tlie  enemy 
and  bo  serviceable  to  tbem.  These  extraordinary 
powers  were  limiied  to  the  circumference  of  sev- 
enty miles  round  head -quarters,  iiiid  were  to  con- 
tinue in  force  sixty  days,  unless  sooner  revoked 
by  Congress. 

It  may  be  as  well  here  to  Dolico  in  advance,  the 
conduct  of  Congress  towards  some  of  the  foreign- 
ers wlio  had  mingled  in  ibis  battle.  Count 
held,  the  Polish  noblemau,  heretofore  mentioiied. 
who  acted  with  great  spirit  as  a  volunteer  in  the 
light  horite,  riding  up  williin  piatol  shot  of  the  en- 
einy  to  reconiioiler,  was  given  a  command  of 
airy  with  the  rank  of  brigadier-general.  Captain 
Louis  Fleury,  also,  who  had  acquitted  himself 
with  gallantry,  and  rendered  essential  aid  iii  rally- 
iog  the  troops,  having  had  a  horse  killed  under 
him,  was  presented  by  Congress  with  another,  as 
a  testimonial  of  their  sense  of  his  merit, 

Lafayette  apeaks,  in  his  memoirs,  of  the  bril- 
liant manner  in  which  Gieneral  Conway,  the 
chevalier  of  St.  Louis,  acquitted  himself  at  the 
head  of  eight  hundred  men,  in  the  encounter 
with  the  troops  of  Corn  wall  is  near  Birming- 
ham meeting-house.     The  veteran  Deborre  was 

:    equally    foriunnte    in  gaining  distinction  on 

»  occasion.  In  the  awkward  change  of  po- 
sition in  the  line  when  in  front  of  the  enemy, 
be  had  been  the  first  to  move,  and  without  wait- 
ing for  orders.  The  consequence  was,  his  brigade 
fell  into  confusion,  and  was  put  to  flight.     lie  en- 
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I  the  al- 

Congreas 


deafored  to  rally  it,  and  was  wonnded  i 
lempt ;  bul  liis  eflbrla  were 
ordered  a  court  of  inquiry  on  his  ooduct,  where- 
upon he  resigned  his  commission,  and  returned  lo 
France,  ooinplaiuiug  bitterly  of  his  hard  treattneui. 
"  It  was  not  his  fault,"  he  said,  "  if  Americou 
troops  would  ruu  away." 


I 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

Gencnl  Hove  neglecb  la  panuebia  AdrinUge.  —  Waibiag- 
IdD  Ktmu  to  Gtimimtawn.  —  RecroBsu  the  Schuvlkilt 
■nd  prepsTH  for  Another  Action.  — Preveated  by  StonM 
of  lUin.  —  Betnita  to  French  Creek.  —  Warn*  Jelached 
to  Fall  on  the  EnemT'i  Rnr.  —  His  Fickeu  uirpriaed.  —  Bbu- 
ncR  uf  Wsrag*  Hen.  — Uaoeurenof  Howe  on  the  Schuyl- 
kill. —  Waihiaglon  Mntl)  for  Keinfurcaineaui.  —  Hoire 
iiiu«:h«s  into  Philadelphia. 

lOTWITIISTANDING  the  routnnd  pre- 
cipitfiie  retreal  of  tlie  Amerioin  army, 
Sir  William  Howe  diii  not  press  the  pur- 
SDit,  but,  pnss<;(]  the  night  on  Ihe  lielil  of  batlle,  and 
remained  the  two  following  dsys  at  Dilworlh,  send- 
ing out  detachments  to  take  puat  at  Concord  and 
Cheater,  and  seize  on  WihniDgloit,  whither  the 
sick  and  wounded  were  conveyed.  "  Had  the  en- 
emy raarclied  directly  to  Derby,"  ob.ierves  Lafay- 
ette, "  the  Aniericai)  army  would  have  been  cut 
up  and  destroyed  ;  they  lost  a.  precious  night,  and 
it  is  perhaps  Ihe  greatest  fault  in  a  war  iu  which 
they  have  committed  many." ' 

Washington,  as  usual,  profited  by  the  inactivity 
of  Howe ;  quietly  retreating  through  Derby  (0:1 
the  12th)  across  the  Suhuylkilt  to  Germanlown, 
within  a  short  distance  of  Philadelphia,  where  he 
gave  his  troops  a  day's  repose.     Finding  them  in 

t  .Vcmoira,  torn.  i.  p.  38. 
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good  spirits,  and  in  nowise  distiearteoed  by  fbe 
recent  affair,  which  ihey  eeemed  to  consider  a 
check  rather  Iban  a  defeat,  lie  resolved  to  seek  the 
enem/  again  and  give  him  l)ati)e.  As  prelimi- 
Dary  measures,  he  lelt  some  ol'  the  Pennsylvania 
mititia,  in  Fliiladelphia  to  guard  the  ciry ;  others, 
under  General  Armslroiig,  were  posted  at  the  va- 
riouH  passes  of  the  Schuylkill,  with  orders  lo  throw 
up  works ;  the  floaling  bridge  on  the  lower  road 
was  lo  be  unmoored,  aod  the  boats  collected  aud 
t^en  across  the  river. 

Having  taken  these  precautions  a^itist  any 
hostile  movemeni  by  Ilie  lower  rond,  Wii^ihingtOD 
recrossed  the  Schuylkill  on  the  14(h,  and  advanced 
along  the  Lancaster  road,  with  the  intention  of 
turning  [he  left  flank  of  the  enemy.  Howe,  «[>• 
prised  of  his  intention,  made  a  siniilai- disposition 
lo  outflank  him.  The  two  armies  came  in  sight 
of  each  other,  near  the  Warren  Tavern,  twenty- 
three  miles  from  Philadelphia,  and  were  on  the 
point  of  eiigngiiig,  but  were  prevented  hy  a  vio- 
lent storm  of  rain,  which  liisted  fur  Ibur-and' 
twenty  hours. 

This  inclement  wealher  was  particularly  dis- 
tressing to  the  Americans,  who  were  scantily 
clothed,  most  of  them  destitute  of  blankets,  and 
separated  from  their  tetits  and  baggage.  The 
rain  penelmled  their  carlridge-boses  and  the  ill- 
filted  locks  of  their  muskets,  rendering  the  latter 
useless,  being  duticient  in  bayonets.  In  this 
plight,  Washington  gave  up  for  the  present  id.1 
thought  of  attacking  the  enemy,  as  their  disci- 
pline in  the  use  of  the  bayonet,  wiib  wiiich  they 
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were  universally  furnished,  would  give  ibem  a 
great  aiiperiorily  in  aciion.  "  The  lioi-lieaded  pol- 
iticians," writes  one  of  Ilia  officers,  "  will  no  doubt 
censure  ihia  part  of  hia  cooiluet,  wliile  llie  more 
judicious  will  approve  it,  as  not  only  expedient, 
bnt,  in  such  a  case,  Liglily  com  mend  able.  It  was, 
without  doubt,  chngrining  to  a  person  of  his  fine 
feelings,  to  retreat  before  an  enemy  not  more  io 
number  lUau  himself;  yet,  with  a  true  grealueea 
of  spirit,  he  ascrificed  ihern  to  the  good  of  his 
country,"  '  There  was  evidently  a.  growing  dis- 
poeition  Hgnin  to  criticise  Washington's  movements, 
yet  bow  well  did  this  officer  judge  of  Ijiin. 

The  only  aim,  at  present,  was  to  get  some  dry 
and  secure  place,  where  the  army  might  repose 
and  relit.  All  day,  anil  for  a  great  part  of  the 
night,  they  niarehed  under  h  cold  and  pelting  rain, 
aiul  through  deep  and  miry  roads,  lo  the  Yellow 
Springs,  thence  to  Warwick,  on  French  Creek ; 
a  weary  march  in  stormy  weather  for  troops  des- 
titute of  every  comfort,  and  nearly  a  thousand  of 
ihem  actnally  barefooted.  At  Warwick  furnace, 
ammunition  and  a  few  muskets  were  obtained,  to 
aid  in  disputing  the  passage  of  the  Schuylkill,  and 
the  advance  of  the  etieuy  ou  Philailelphia. 

From  French  Creek,  Wayne  was  detached  with 
his  division,  to  get  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy, 
form  a  junction  with  General  Smallwood  and  the 
Maryland  militia,  and,  keeping  themselves  con- 
cealed, watch  for  an  opportunity  lo  cut  off  Howe's 
baggage  and  liospilal  train  ;  in  the  mean  time, 
Witsliington    crossed  the    Schuylkill  at  Parker's 

1  .l/tmnc  of  Major  Samatl  Shaw,  by  Hu.j.  Josiuli  Quincy. 
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Ford,  and  took  a  position  to  defend  that  pass  of 
Ihe  river. 

Wayne  set  oflT  in  the  night,  and,  by  a  drcuitous 
march,  got  within  three  milts  of  the  left  wing  of 
the  British  encamped  at  TredyfTrin,  and  conceal- 
ing himself  in  a  wood,  waited  the  arrJTal  of  Small- 
wood  au<l  his  militia.  At  daybreak  be  recomioi* 
lered  the  camp,  where  Howe,  checked  by  the  se- 
verity of  the  weather,  had  tmnteoted  himself  with 
nniting  his  columns,  and  remained  under  shelter. 
All  day  Wayne  hovered  about  the  camp ;  there 
were  no  signs  of  marching;  all  kept  quiel,  but 
lay  too  compact  to  be  attacked  with  prudence. 
He  sent  repeated  mesanges  to  Wasliiogton,  de- 
Bcribiog  the  situation  of  ihe  enemy,  and  urging 
him  to  come  on  and  attack  them  in  thdr  camp. 
"  Tlieir  supineness,"  said  he  in  ono  of  his  notes. 
"  answers  every  purpose  of  giving  you  time  to  get 
up:  if  they  attempt  to  move,  I  shall  attack  them 
at  all  events.  ....  There  never  was,  nor 
never  will  be,  a  finer  opportuniiy  of  giving  tha 
enemy  a  fatal  blow  than  at  present.  For  God's 
sake  push  on  aa  fast  as  possible." 

Again,  at  a  later  hour,  be  writes :  "  The  enemy 
are  very  quiet,  washing  and  cooking.  I  expect 
General  Maxwell  on  the  left  flank  every  moment, 
and,  as  I  lay  on  the  right,  wo  only  want  you  in 
their  rear  to  complete  Mr.  Howe's  business.  I 
believe  he  knows  nothing  of  my  situation,  as  I 
have  taken  every  precaution  to  prevent  any  intel- 
ligence getting  to  hira,  at  the  fame  time  keeping  a 
wntchfnl  eye  on  his  front,  flanks,  and  rear." 

His  motions,  however,  had  not  been  so  secret 
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aa  he  iraaginecl.  He  was  in  a  part  of  the  country 
full  of  tlie  disaffected,  and  Sir  William  had  re- 
ceived accurate  iuformHtJon  of  his  force  and  where 
he  was  encamped.  General  Grey,  with  a  strong 
detachment,  w^  eent  to  snrpriEe  him  at  night  in 
his  htir.  Late  in  tlie  evening,  when  Wayne  had 
«t  his  pickets  and  sentinels,  and  thrown  nut  hia 
patrols,  a  coimtrymHQ  brought  him  wurd  of  the 
meditated  attack.  He  doubted  the  intelligence, 
but  strengthened  his  pickets  and  patrols,  and  or- 
dered his  troops  to  slee|>  upon  their  arms. 

At  eleven  o'clock,  the  picket*  were  driven  in  at 
the  point  of  the  bayonet  —  the  enemy  were  ad- 
vancing in  column.  Wayne  iustautly  took  post 
on  the  right  of  his  position,  to  cover  the  retreat 
of  the  lefl,  led  by  Colonel  Humpton,  the  second 
in  command.  The  latter  was  tanly,  and  incau- 
tiously paraded  his  troopa  in  front  of  their  fires,  so 
as  to  be  in  full  relief.  The  enemy  rushed  on 
without  firing  a  gua  :  all  was  the  sileut,  but  deadly 
work  of  the  bayonet  and  the  cutlass.  Nearly 
three  hundred  of  Ilumptou'a  men  were  killed  or 
wounded,  and  the  rest  put  to  Aight.  Wayne  gave 
the  enemy  some  well-dtrecte<l  volleys,  and  then 
retreating  to  a  small  distance,  rallietl  his  troops, 
and  prepared  for  further  defense.  The  British, 
however,  contented  themselves  with  the  blow  they 
had  given,  and  retired  with  very  little  loss,  taking 
with  tliem  between  seventy  and  eighty  prisoners, 
several  of  them  oflicers,and  eight  baggage  wagons, 
heavily  laden. 

General  Sraallwood,  who  was  to  have  cooper- 
Bled  tvith  Wayne,  was  within  a  mile  of  him  at  tbo 
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time  of  his  allack ;  and  would  have  liiislened  lo 
hia  Bsaistaiice  with  his  well-known  iiilrepidily  ;  but 
be  had  not  the  corps  under  his  comniRiitl  wirh 
which  he  had  formerly  distinguished  himselT,  and 
bis  raw  militia  fled  in  a  panic  at  the  first  sight  of 
a  reliirn  party  of  the  enemy. 

Wayne  was  deeply  mortified  by  the  result  of 
this  aSkir,  and,  finding  it  severely  criticised  in 
the  army,  demanded  a  court-marl iai,  which  pro- 
noaoced  his  conduct  everything  that  was  lo  be 
expected  from  an  active,  brave,  and  vigilant  offi- 
cer ;  whatever  blame  there  was  in  the  mailer  fell 
upon  his  second  in  command,  who,  bj  delay,  or 
misapprehension  of  orders,  and  an  unskillful  posi- 
tion of  his  troops,  had  exposed  them  to  be  mas- 

On  [he  2l8t,  Sir  William  Howe  made  n  rapid 
march  high  up  the  Schuylkill,  on  the  road  leading 
to  Reading,  as  if  he  intended  either  to  capture  the 
military  stores  deposited  there,  or  lo  turn  the  right 
of  the  American  army.  Washington  kept  pace 
with  him  on  the  opposile  side  of  the  river,  up  to 
Pott's  Grove,  about  thirty  miles  from  Philadel- 
phia. 

The  movement  on  the  part  of  Howe  was  a 
mere  feint.  No  sooner  had  he  drawn  Washing- 
Ion  so  far  up  the  river,  than,  by  a  rapid  counter- 
march on  the  night  of  the  22d,  he  got  lo  the  ford 
below,  threw  his  troops  across  on  the  neil  morn- 
ing, and  pushed  forward  for  Philadelphia.  By 
the  time  Washington  was  apprised  of  this  counter- 
movement,  Howe  was  loo  far  on  his  way  to  be 
overtaken  by  harassed,  barefooted  troops,  worn 
out  by  constant  marching.     Feeling  the  necessity 
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of  immediale  reinforce  men  Is,  lie  wrote  on  the  same 
day  to  PiitTiam  at  Peekakill :  "Tlie  siiimiion  of 
our  affnira  in  this  quarler  calls  for  evtry  aid  and 
for  every  effort.  I  tliertfore  desire  tlmt,  without 
B  monient'a  low  of  time,  you  will  dclucli  as  mauy 
effective  rank  and  file  under  proper  gencriils  and 
officers.  03  will  make  (he  whole  number,  iiicludiog 
tboae  with  General  McDougall,  nmonnt  lo  Iweiily- 
G«e  buadriid  privaiea  and  non-com misBioiied  fit  for 
duty. 

**  I  must  urge  you,  by  every  motive,  to  send 
this  detachment  without  the  least  possible  delny. 
No  conaiderations  are  to  prevent  it.  It  is  our 
firet  object  to  defeat,  if  possible,  the  army  now  op- 
posed to  us  here." 

On  the  neat  day  (24th)  he  wrote  also  to  Gen- 
eral Gales.  "  This  army  has  not  been  able  to 
oppose  General  Howe's  with  the  success  that  was 
wiahed,  and  needs  a  reinforcement.  I  tliei'ufore 
request,  if  you  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to 
oblige  Generul  Durgoync  lo  retreat  to  Ticon- 
deroga,  or  if  you  have  not,  and  circumstaoces 
will  admit,  that  you  will  order  Colonel  Morgan 
to  join  me  again  with  his  corps.  I  sent  liim 
op  when  1  thought  you  materiaily  wanted  him  ; 
and,  if  his  services  can  he  dispensed  with  now, 
you  will  direct  his  immediate  I'eturn." 

Haviojc  called  a  council  of  officers  and  taken 
their  opinions,  which  concurred  with  his  own, 
Wuehington  determined  to  remain  some  days  at 
Pott's  Grove,  to  give  repose  to  his  troops,  and 
await  the  an'ival  of  reinforcements. 

Sir  William  Howe  hnlteil  at  Germontown, 
\rithin  a  sbort  distance  of  PhilaUelphia,  ami  en- 
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'  "Camped  tbe  nuun  bodj  of  his  anoT  in  jumI  about 
that  village ;  dettKhing  Lonl  Comwallis  with  » 
large  force  and  a  number  of  officers  of  ilistinctioo, 
to  take  formal  possession  of  tbe  dty.  That  ge-n- 
eral  marcbetl  inU)  Philadelphia  on  the  2Gih,  with 
a  brilliant  staff  and  escort,  and  followed  by  splen- 
did legionB  of  British  and  Hessian  grenadiers,  long 
trains  of  artillery  and  Mjuadrons  of  light  drngixinH, 
the  finest  troops  in  the  army,  all  in  their  best  ar- 
ray ;  stepping  to  the  swelling  music  of  tlie  band 
playing  "  God  save  the  King,"  and  presenting  with 
their  Hcnrlet  uniforms,  their  glittering  arms  and 
flaunting  fL-athers,  a  striking  contrast  to  the  poor 
patriot  troops,  who  had  recently  passed  through 
the  same  streets,  weary  and  wny-worn,  and  happy 
if  they  could  cover  their  raggedness  with  a  brown 
linon  hiu ting-frock,  and  decorate  their  caps  with 
a  sprig  of  evergreen. 

In  this  way  the  British  look  possension  of  the 
city,  so  long  the  object  of  their  awkward  atiempts, 
and  regarded  by  them  as  a  triumphant  actjuiM- 
tioD,  hnring  been  the  seat  of  llie  general  govern- 
ment, the  capital  of  the  confederacy.  Washington 
mBJ[>taine<l  his  eharacteristic  equiuiimlty.  "  This 
IB  an  event,"  writes  he  to  Governor  Trumbull, 
which  we  have  reason  to  wish  hnU  not  happened, 
and  which  will  be  attended  with  several  ill  con- 
sequences ;  hut  I  hope  it  will  not  be  so  detrimen- 
tal as  many  apprehend,  and  that  a  little  time  aud 
perseverance  will  give  us  some  favorable  opportu- 
nity of  recovering  our  loss,  and  of  putting  our 
affairs  tu  a  more  flourishing  condition." 

He  hod  heard  of  the  prosperous  situation  of  af- 
fiurs  in  the   Norlbern  department,  and  the  re- 
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peated  checkg  giveo  lo  tlie  eneni}'.  "I  flatter 
myself,"  writes  he,  "  we  shull  boou  hear  ihat  they 
have  been  siiccee(Ie<i  by  oiher  fortunaie  odcI  inter- 
esting events,  as  tlie  two  armies,  by  General 
Gates'  letter,  were  encamped  near  each  other." 

We  will  now  revert  to  the  course  of  the  cam- 
paign iu  that  (juarter,  the  succegs  of  which  he 
trusted  would  have  a  beneficial  influence  on  llio 
operations  iu  wliicli  he  was  peraonally  engaged. 
Indeed  ihe  operations  in  the  Northern  department 
formed,  as  we  have  shown,  but  a  part  of  bis  geu- 
eral  scheme,  and  were  constantly  present  to  his 
thoughts.  His  generals  had  each  his  own  uidi- 
vidoal  enterprise,  or  his  own  department  lo  think 
about  i  Washington  had  to  think  for  ilie  whole. 
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Dubioua    PMllinn  of   Barenyne.  —  CoUmU    hia    Forcsa.  — 
LadleacrDUtinctiiMi  in  bi>C«inp — L*dj  Batriel  AckUnd. 

—  The  BuoanH  De  RiD<J«iel.  —  American  Armf  nlnforced. 

—  Silent  Uovemenlii  of  BnrgnjDe.  —  Watclied  frnm  th« 
Suramil  of  the  Hllla,  — Mi«  Uarcb  along  the  HixlBun.— 
Position  of  Iha  Tiro  Cemps.  —  Ballle  of  the  19th  September. 

—  Burgoyne  encamps  Ne»rar.  —  Korxiflei  bii  Cump.  — 
PromiMd  Coupention  by  Sir  Henry  Clinlan.  —  Determinea 
lo  iiwail  il — Quarrel  lielneen  Gain  and  Arnold.  —  Aiiiold 
deprived  ofCumiiiDiiil.—  Burgoyne  wail«  ftir  Cuiitwration 

KHE  cliccks  wliidi  Burgoj'iie  hud  received 
right  and  left.  And,  in  a  greitl  meaa- 
e,  iliroiigh  (he  Bpontaiieous  ming  of 

iiitry.  had  opened  hiB  eyes  to  the  difficulties 
of  liis  situn[iun,AnJ  the  error*  us  to  public  feeling 
iulo  which  he  had  been  led  by  hia  lory  tvutiselors. 
"The  great  bulk  of  the  country  ia  umloubtedly 
with  the  Congress  iu  principle  and  zeni,"  writes 
lie,  "and  their  measures  are  executed  with  a  se- 
crecy and  di^palch  that  ai'6  not  to  be  equaled. 
Wherever  the  king's  forces  point,  iiiilitiH,  to  the 
anioutit  of  three  or  four  thousand,  assemble  in 
twenly-four  hours :  (A«y  hriiiff  with  Uiem  their  mb- 
titlertce,  etc.,  and,  t/ie  alarm  ova;  Oify  return  to 
their  /anti4.  The  Hampshire  Gmnls,  in  particu- 
lar, a  ciiuiiiry  unpeopled  and  alnioBi  unknown  last 
war,  now  abounds   iu  the  most  active  and  moBt 
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rebellious  race  of  tlie  couiinenL,  and  liaugs  like  a 
gathering  storm  Dpuii  my  lell."  WhiU  a  picture 
this  give»  of  a  patriotiu  atiJ  warlike  yeomaurj. 
He  oomplaiiis.  loo.  thiit  no  operation  hail  yet  been 
underlaken  \a  his  infor ;  the  Mightaiids  of  the 
Hadeon  had  not  even  beea  llireaieneil :  the  con- 
Beqiierice  was  tliat  two  brigades  huJ  be<;ii  detached 
from  tlietu  to  flireiigtheu  the  nriiiy  of  Giites, 
Birongty  posted  tiisar  the  niouih  of  the  Mohuwlc 
River,  vriih  a  superior  force  of  contiDeiital  troops 
and  as  muDy  militia  as  he  pleaded. 

Burgoyne  declared,  that  had  he  any  latitude 
ID  his  oi'ders,  he  would  remaiu  where  he  was,  or 
perhaps  fall  back  to  Fort  Edward,  where  his  com- 
vitb  Lake  George  would  be  secure, 
If  some  event  tliat  tniglit  assist  his 
,  forward;  bis  orders,  however,  were 
positive  lo  force  a  junction  with  Sir  William 
Howe.  He  did  not  feel  at  liberty,  llierefore,  to 
remain  inactive  lunger  than  would  be  necessary 
to  receive  the  reinforce  men  is  of  the  additional 
companies,  the  German  drafts  Hud  recruits  iictu* 
ally  oil  Lake  Cham  plain,  aud  lo  collect  provisions 
enough  for  twenty  five  dnya.  The^e  reinforcements 
were  iudispensHble,  because,  from  ihe  hour  he 
should  puss  the  Hudson  River  and  proceed  towards 
Albany,  nil  safety  of  communiciition  would  cease. 

"I  yet  do  not  despair,"  adds  he,  manfully. 
"  Should  I  succeed  in  fui-ciiig  my  way  to  Albany, 
and  find  that  country  in  a  state  to  subsist  my 
army,  I  shall  think  no  more  of  a  reireat,  but,  at 
the  woral,  fortify  tliere,  imd  awatt  Sir  William's 
operations." ' 

'  iMXei  10  Lord  George  Gunnaine. 
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A  feature  of  peculiar  iiiteresl  is  given  to  this 
wild  and  rugged  expediiioii,  by  the  presence  of 
two  ladies  of  ruiik  Hiid  reGutiment,  invcilveil  in  its 
perils  and  liardsliips.  One  was  Lady  Harriet 
Ackland,  dnugliler  of  the  Earl  of  Xlcliesler,  and 
wife  of  Majnr  AckUnd  of  the  grenadiers  ;  the 
other  was  the  Baroness  De  Riedesel,  wife  of  the 
Hessian  niajor-^enerHl.  Boili  of  ilici'e  ladies  had 
been  leil  behind  in  Canada.  Lady  Harriel,  how- 
ever, on  hearing  that  her  liusbatid  was  wounded 
in  the  alTkir  at  Hubbardton,  instantly  set  out  to 
rejoin  him,  regardless  of  danger,  and  of  lier  being 
in  a  condition  before  long  lo  become  a  mother, 

CrosHing  the  witole  length  of  Lake  Champlatn, 
she  found  him  in  a  sick  bed  at  Skenes borough. 
Af\«r  his  recovery,  she  refused  to  leave  him,  but 
had  continued  with  the  array  ever  since.  Her 
example  had  been  imitated  by  the  Baroness  De 
Biedesul,  who  had  joined  the  army  at  Fort  Ed* 
ward,  bringing  with  her  her  threa  small  children. 
The  friendship  and  sympathy  of  these  two  ladies 
in  all  scenes  of  trial  and  suffering,  and  their  de- 
voted attachment  lo  their  husbands,  afford  touch- 
ing episodes  in  tlie  slory  of  the  campaign.  When 
the  oi'my  was  on  the  march,  they  followed  a  little 
distance  in  the  rear.  Lady  Harriet  in  a  two-wheeled 
tumbril,  the  Baroness  in  a  calash,  capable  of  hold- 
ing herself,  her  children,  and  two  servants.  The 
latter  has  left  a  journal  of  her  campaigning,  which 
we  may  occasionally  cite,  "  They  moved,"  she 
Bays,  "  in  the  midst  of  soldiery,  who  were  full  of 
animation,  singing  camp  songs,  and  panting  for 
action.     They  had  lo  travel  through  almost  !m- 
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paasablo  woods  j  in  r  pictureatiiio  and  beautiful 
region ;  but  which  was  almost  abutidoned  by  its 
inhabilants,  wlio  had  hastened  lo  join  the  Ameri- 
can flrnij'."  "They  added  miieh  to  its  strength," 
observes  she,  "  as  tliey  were  ull  good  marksmen, 
Rod  the  love  of  their  country  inspired  ihem  with 
more  than  ordinary  courage."  ^ 

The  American  army  had  received  various  rein- 
forcemeniB :  the  most  edicient  was  Morgaii's  corps 
of  riflemen,  sent  by  Washington.  He  liad  also 
furnished  it  with  artillery.  Il  was  now  about  ten 
thousand  strong.  Schuyler,  finding  himself  and 
his  proffered  services  slighleil  by  Gales,  bad  re- 
turned lo  Albany.  His  palriolism  was  superior 
to  personal  resentments.  He  still  continued  to 
promote  the  success  of  the  campaign,  exerting  his 
iatlueiice  over  the  Indian  tribes,  lo  win  ihem  from 
ihe  enemy.  At  Albany,  he  held  talks  and  war 
feasts  with  deputations  of  Oneida.  Tuscarora,  and 
Onondaga  warriors ;  and  procui'ed  scouting  parlies 
of  them,  which  he  sent  lo  the  camp,  and  which 
proved  of  great  service.  His  former  aide-de-camp, 
Colonel  Brockholst  Livingston,  and  his  secretary. 
Colonel  Varick,  remained  in  cjimp,  and  kept  him 
informed  by  letter  of  passing  occurrences.  They 
were  much  about  the  person  of  General  Arnold, 
who,  since  his  i-eturn  from  relieving  Fort  Slanwix, 
commanded  the  \%h  wing  of  the  army.  Living- 
Blon,  in  fact,  was  with  him  as  (ude-de-camp.  The 
jealousy  of  Gates  was  awakened  by  these  cir- 
cumstances. He  knew  their  attachment  to  Schuy- 
ler,   and    suspected    they    were    prejudicing    the 

1  BiBdeSGrB  iltmein. 
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mind  of  Arnold  ngninflt  him;  and  tbU  eospidon 
may  have  been  ihe  origin  of  &  coolness  oaA 
neglect  whicli  be  soon  evinced  towiiril  Arnold 
himself.  These  young  officers,  however,  ihoagh 
devotedly  aitached  lo  Schuyler  from  a  knowledge 
of  his  generous  choracler,  were  above  any  camp 
iutrigue,  Livingalon  was  again  looking  forward 
with  youthful  ardor  to  a  bni^h  with  the  enemy ; 
but  regretted  that  his  former  chief  would  not  be 
there  to  lead  it.  "  Burgoyne,"  writeB  he  to 
Schuyler  exultJngly,  **is  in  Buch  a  silualion,  that 
he  Clin  neither  advance  nor  retire  wilhont  fighting. 
A  capital  battle  must  aonn  be  fought.  I  am 
cliagriiied  to  the  soul  when  I  think  that  another 
person  will  reap  the  fruits  of  your  labors."  ^ 

Colonel  Varick,  equally  eager,  was  afraid  Bui^ 
goyne  might  be  decamping.  "  His  evening  guns," 
writes  he,  "are  seldom  heard,  and  when  beard, 
are  very  low  in  sound,"  ' 

The  deuae  forests,  in  fact,  which  covered  the 
country  between  the  hostile  armies,  concealed 
their  movements,  and  as  Gates  threw  out  no  har- 
assing parties,  hia  information  concerning  ihe  en- 
emy was  vague.  Burgoyne,  however,  was  dili- 
gently collecting  all  lib  forces  from  Skenesborough, 
Fort  Anne  and  Fort  George,  and  collecting  pro- 
visions ;  lie  had  completed  a  bridge  by  which  he 
intended  to  pass  the  Hudson,  and  force  hia  way 
to  Albany,  where  he  expected  cnbperaiion  from 
below.  Everything  was  conducted  with  as  much 
silence  and  caution  as  possible.     His  Iroope  pa- 

>  MS.  Letter  to  Schuyler. 
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raded  without  beat  of  drum,  and  evening  guns 
were  diticuntitiiie<L  So  stood  mnlters  on  the  Iltb 
of  September,  when  a  report  was  circulated  in 
tbe  Americau  camp,  that  Burgoyiie  was  in  mO' 
tion,  and  that  he  had  made  a  speecK  to  \iia  sol- 
diera,  telling  them  that  the  fleet  had  relumed  to 
Canada,  and  their  only  safety  was  lo  fight  their 
way  to  New  York, 

Ab  General  Gales  was  to  receive  an  attack,  it 
was  thought  he  ought  to  choose  the  ground  where 
to  receive  il ;  Arnold,  llierefore,  in  company  with 
KosciUBzko,  the  Polish  engineer,  reconnoilered  the 
neighhorhood  in  quest  of  a  good  camping-ground, 
and  at  length  fised  upon  a  ridge  of  hills  called 
Bemis'  Heights,  which   Kosciuszko  proceeded  to 

In  the  mean  lime,  Colonel  Colhurn  was  sent 
off  with  a  small  party  to  ascend  the  high  hills  on 
the  east  side  of  ihe  Hudson,  and  watch  ihc  move- 
menta  of  the  enemy  with  glasses  from  thetr  sum- 
raits,  or  from  the  lops  of  the  trees.  For  three 
days  he  kept  thus  on  the  look-out,  ending  word 
from  time  lo  lime  to  camp  of  all  ihat  he  espied. 

On  the  11th  there  were  the  Hrst  signs  of  move- 
ment among  Burgoyne's  troops.  On  the  13lh 
and  14ili,  they  slowly  passed  over  a  bridge  of 
boats,  which  they  had  thrown  across  the  Hudson, 
and  encamped  near  Fish  Creek,  Colburti  coutited 
eight  hundred  tents,  including  marquees.  A  mile 
in  advance  were  fourteen  more  tents.  The  Hos- 
aiaua  remained  encamped  on  the  eastern  side  of 
the  river,  but  intervening  woods  concealed  the 
number  of  their  lents.     There  was  not  the  usual 
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elir  of  militarj  animalion  in  the  cRRipa.  There 
were  do  evening  nor  morning  guns. 

On  the  15ib,  both  English  anil  Ilessinn  cnmps 
Struck  their  tenta,  and  loaded  iheir  twggHge  wng- 
ODB.  By  twelve  o'clock  bolh  begnn  to  march. 
Colburn  neglected  to  notice  the  route  taken  by 
Ihe  Hesainna ;  his  attention  was  absorbed  by  ibe 
British,  who  mude  their  way  slowly  and  labo- 
riously down  the  western  side  of  the  river,  along 
a  wrelciied  road  iutersecled  by  brooks  and  rivu- 
lets, the  bridges  over  which  Schuyler  Iiad  broken 
dowu.  The  division  had  with  it  eightj-five  bag- 
gage wagons  and  n  great  train  of  artillery;  with 
two  unwieldy  twenty-four- pounders,  acting  like 
drag  anchors.  It  was  a  silent,  dogged  march, 
without  beat  of  drum,  or  spirit-stirring  bray  of 
trurapet,  A  body  of  light  troops,  new  levies,  and 
Indiana,  painted  and  decorated  for  war,  struck  off 
from  the  rest  and  disappeared  in  the  forest,  up 
Fish  Ci-eek,  From  the  great  silence  observed 
by  Biirgoyiie  in  his  movements,  and  the  care  he 
took  in  keeping  his  men  together,  and  uUowiiig 
no  straggling  parties,  Colonel  Colburn  apprehend- 
ed that  he  meditated  an  attack.  Having  seen 
the  army  advance  two  miles  ou  its  march,  there- 
fore, he  desccitded  from  the  heights,  and  hastened 
Xo  the  Ameriain  camp  to  make  his  report.  A 
British  prisoner,  brought  in  soon  allerwards,  stated 
that  Burgoyne  had  come  lo  a  halt  about  four 
miles  dislauL 

On  the  following  morning,  the  army  was  under 
arms  at  day-light ;  the  enemy,  however,  remained 
encaiuped,  repairing  bridges  in  front,  and  sending 
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down  gufircl  boats  to  reconnoiler  i  (he  AmericAne, 
therefore,  went  on  to  iaviiTj  their  poeitiun.  The 
ridge  oi  hills  cnlted  Bomis'a  Ileighls,  rises  ab- 
ruptly from  the  narrow  fltvl  bordering  the  west 
side  of  tiie  river.  Koeeiuszko  had  fortified  llie 
camp  with  in  trench  men  ts  three-qiinrt^rs  of  a  mile 
iD  extent,  having  redoubts  and  bRiIeriex,  which 
commnnded  the  vnlley,  nnd  even  the  hills  on  tbe 
Opposite  side  of  tlie  river;  fur  the  Hudson,  in 
this  upper  pftrl,  ia  comparatively  a  narrow  stream. 
From  the  fool  of  the  height,  an  intrencliment  ex- 
lended  lo  the  river,  ending  with  a  hiitlery  at  the 
wnler  edge,  cumraanding  a  floating  bridge. 

The  right  wing  of  the  army,  under  the  imme- 
diate command  of  Gdles,  and  compo.ied  of  Glo- 
ver's, Nixon's,  and  Patterson's  brigades,  occupied 
the  brow  of  the  hill  nearest  to  tbe  river,  with  the 
flat«  below. 

Tlie  left  wing,  commanded  by  Arnold,  was  on 
(he  aide  of  the  camp  furthest  from  the  river,  and 
distant  from  the  latter  about  three-quart  el's  of  a 
mile.  It  was  composed  of  the  New  Hanipshii'e 
brigade  of  General  Poor,  Pierre  Van  Conrllandl's 
and  James  Livingston's  regimenla  of  New  York 
militia,  the  Connecticut  militia,  Morgan's  riflemen, 
and  Dearlwrn'a  infantry.  The  centre  was  com- 
posed of  Massachusetts  and  New  York  troops. 

Burgoyne  gradually  drew  nearer  lo  the  camp, 
throwing  out  large  parties  of  pioneers  and  work- 
men. The  Americans  disputed  every  step,  A 
Hessian  officer  observes  :  "  The  enemy  bristled  up 
his  hair,  as  we  attempted  lo  repair  more  bridges. 
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At  Inst,  we  biul  (o  do  him  the  honor  of  sending 
out  whole  regirnenW  to  protect  our  worltmen."  • 

It  was  Arnold  who  provoked  this  lionor.  At 
the  hend  of  filleeti  hundred  men  he  skirmished 
bravely  with  the  supei'ior  force  sent  out  ngaiuat 
him,  bikJ  retired  with  several  prisoners. 

Biirgoyne  now  encamped  atwut  two  miles  from 
Genera]  Gates,  disposing  his  nrmj  iu  two  linea ; 
the  lefl  on  the  river,  tlie  right  extending  at  right 
angles  to  it,  about  six  hundred  yards,  across  the 
low  grounds  to  a  range  of  sleep  and  rocky  hills, 
occupied  by  the  ilUe  ;  a  ravine  forme<l  by  a  rivu- 
let from  the  hills  passed  in  front  of  the  camp. 
The  low  ground  between  the  armies  was  culti- 
vated ;  the  hills  were  covered  with  woods,  except- 
ing three  or  four  small  openings  and  deserted 
farms.  Beside  the  ravines  which  fronted  each 
camp  there  whs  a  ihinl  one.  midway  between 
them,  also  at  right  angles  to  the  river.^ 

On  the  morning  of  the  IBlh,  General  Gates 
received  intelligence  that  the  enemy  were  advan- 
cing in  great  force  on  his  lefl.  It  was,  in  fact, 
their  right  wing,  compast;d  of  liie  British  line  and 
led  by  Burgoyne  in  person.  It  was  covered  by 
the  grenadiers  and  light  infantry  luider  Genend 
Fraser  and  Colonel  Breymaii,  who  kept  along  the 
high  gn'ounds  on  the  right;  while  Ihey.  iu  turn, 
were  covered  in  front  and  on  the  Hanks  by  In- 
dians, provincial  royalists,  and  Canadians.  The 
left  wing  and  artillery  were  advancing  at  the 
same    time,  under  Miijur-generals   Phillips    and 
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RIedeBel,  along  the  great  road  vlvA  meadows  by 
the  river  siile,  but  lliej  were  relunled  hj  ibe  iie* 
ceeaity  of  repairing  broken  bridges.  It  was  tbe 
plan  of  Burgoyiie,  ibat  the  Ciiiiadians  and  Indians 
siiould  ftlliictc  the  central  outposts  of  tbe  Amer- 
icans, and  draw  their  attention  in  that  direction, 
while  he  and  Fraser,  roakiug  a  circuit  tliroiigli 
tbe  woods,  should  join  forces  aud  fall  upon  the 
rear  of  the  American  camp.  Aa  the  dense  for- 
ests hid  tlicm  from  each  other,  signal  guns  were 
to  regulate  their  movements.  Three,  lired  in 
Buccession,  were  to  denote  that  all  was  ready,  and 
be   the   signal  for  an   attack   in   front,   dank,  and 

The  American  pickets,  stationed  along  the  ra- 
vine of  Mill  Creek,  sent  repented  acconuia  to 
General  Gales  of  the  moTemenia  of  tbe  enemy ; 
but  be  remained  quiet  in  bis  camp,  aa  if  deter- 
mined to  await  an  attuck.  Tiie  American  otficere 
grew  impatient.  Arnold  especially,  impetuous 
by  nature,  urged  repeatedly  that  a  detachment 
should  be  sent  forth  to  check  the  enemy  in  their 
advance  and  drive  the  Indians  out  of  tbe  woods. 
At  length  be  succeeded  in  gelling  permissiou, 
ftbout  uoon,  to  detach  Murgati  with  his  riflemen 
sud  Dearborn  with  his  infantry  from  bis  dicis- 
ioD.  They  soon  fell  in  with  the  Canadians  and 
Indians,  which  formed  the  advance  guard  of  the 
enemy's  right,  and  attacking  them  with  spirit, 
drove  them  in,  or  rather  dispersed  them.  Mor- 
gan's riflemen,  following  up  their  advantage  with 
too  much  eagerness,  became  likewise  scattered, 
and  a  strong  reinforcement  of  royalists  arriving 
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on  the  scene  of  action,  the  Aniericfiiis,  in  thetr 
turn  were  obligeil  lo  give  way. 

Other  delncbmenls  now  arrived  from  lUe  Amer- 
ican camp,  led  by  Arnold,  who  attacked  Fraser 
ou  bis  right,  to  check  his  attempt  to  gel  in  the  rear 
of  llie  uimp.  Finding  the  position  of  Fraaer 
too  strong  la  be  forced,  he  !<cnt  to  head-quarters 
for  reinforcements,  but  they  were  refused  by 
Gates,  who  declared  that  no  more  should  go ; 
"  he  would  not  suffer  his  camp  to  be  exposed."  • 
The  reason  he  gave  was  that  it  might  be  at- 
liiL'ked  by  the  eiiemy'a  left  wiug. 

Arnold  now  made  a  rapid  counter-march,  and, 
his  mo?eraeul  being  masked  by  the  woods,  sud- 
denly attempted  to  turn  Fraser's  lefL  Here  he 
came  in  full  conflict  with  the  British  line,  and 
threw  himself  upon  it  with  a  bold:iess  and  im- 
petuosity that  for  a  time  threatened  to  break  it, 
and  cut  the  wings  of  ibe  army  asunder.  The 
grenadiers  and  Breyman's  riflemen  hastened  lo 
its  support.  Geoeml  Phillips  broke  his  way 
through  the  woods  with  four  pieces  of  artillery, 
and  Iteidesel  came  on  wllh  his  heavy  dragoons. 
Reinforcements  came  likewise  to  Arnold's  asstal- 
H[ice  ;  his  force,  however,  never  exceeded  three 
thousand  metj,  and  wiili  thexe,  for  nearly  four 
hours,  ho  kept  up  a  conflict,  almost  hand  to  hand, 
with  ihe  whole  right  wing  of  the  British  army. 
Part  of  the  lime  the  Americans  had  the  advan- 
tage of  fighting  under  the  cover  of  a  wood,  eg 
favorable  to  their  militia  and  sharpshooters.  Bur- 
goyne  ordered  tiie  woods  to  be  cleared  by  the 
>  Colonel  V»Tiok  to  SclinylBr.    Sdmnla-t  P^trt. 
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fop  the  first  care  of  the  wonndeii.  Thus  was 
the  lady  in  hearing  of  one  coDtiiiiud  lire  of  can- 
non  and  masketry,  for  four  hours  togedier,  trilh 
die  pre«umptioD,  from  the  post  of  her  husband, 
at  the  head  of  the  grenadiers,  that  he  whk  in  the 
most  exposed  part  of  the  action.  She  had  three 
female  compaiiioDB,  the  Baroness  of  Riedesel,  and 
the  wives  of  two  British  officers,  Major  Hamage  - 
and  Lieutenant  Reynell ;  but  ia  the  event  their 
presence  served  but  little  for  comfort.  Major 
Hamage  was  soon  brought  to  the  surgeoDS  very 
badly  wounded :  and  in  a  little  time  after  came 
iotcUigenco  that  Lieutennut  Reyuell  was  shot 
dead.  Imagination  wants  no  helps  to  Sgure  the 
Btalfl  of  the  whole  group," 

Arnold  was  eieesBively  indignant  at  Gates' 
withholding  the  reinforcements  he  had  required 
in  the  heat  of  the  action ;  had  they  been  fbr- 
nisheil,  he  said,  he  might  have  severed  ttie  line 
of  the  enemy  and  gained  a  complete  victory. 
He  was  urgent  to  resume  the  action  on  the  suc- 
ceeding morning,  and  follow  up  the  advantage  he 
had  gained,  bat  Gates  declined,  to  his  additional 
annoyance.  He  attributed  the  refiisal  to  pique 
or  jealousy,  but  Gates  subsequently  gave  ns  a 
reason  the  great  deficiency  of  powder  and  ball 
in  the  camp,  which  was  known  only  to  himself, 
and  which  he  kept  secret  until  a  supply  was  sent 
from  Albany. 

Burgoyne  now  strengthened  his  position  with 
intreucliments  and  batteries,  part  of  tliem  across 
tlie  nieadowB  which  borderetl  the  river,  part  on 
the  brow  of  the  heighta  which  commanded  them. 
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The  Amerii^ns  likewise  exten<led  aiid  strength- 
ened their  line  of  breastworks  on  the  left  of  the 
camp ;  the  right  wne  already  unassailable.  The 
camps  were  niihin  guuahot,  but  with  ravines  and 
woods  between  them. 

Washinglon'B  predictions  of  the  effect  to  be 
produced  by  Morgan's  riflemen  approached  lullill- 
The  Indians,  dismayed  at  the  severe  treat- 

Htt  eK{>erienced  from  these  veteran  bush  light- 
vere  disitppeariiig  from  the  British  camp. 
Canadians  and  royal  proviucitils,  "  mere 
trimmers,"  as  Bnrgoyne  called  them,  were  desert- 
ing in  great  numbers,  and  he  bad  no  coufidence 
in  thoK  who  remained. 

Mis  situation  was  growing  more  and  more 
critical.  On  the  21st,  he  heard  shouts  ia  the 
American  camp,  and  in  a  little  while  their  can- 
non thundered  a  feu  de  joit.  News  had  been 
received  from  General  Lincoln,  that  a  detach- 
ment of  New  England  troops  under  Colonel 
Brown  had  Enrprised  the  carrying-place,  mills, 
and  French  lines  at  Ticonderoga,  captured  an 
armed  sloop,  gunboats,  and  bateaux,  made  three 
hundred  jirisoiiers,  beside  releasing  one  hnndred 
American  captives,  and  were  laying  siege  to  Fort 
Independence.^ 

Fortunately  for  Burgoyne,  while  alTairs  were 
darkening  in  the  Korth,  a  ray  of  hope  dawned 
from  the  South.  While  the  shouts  from  the 
American  camp  were  yet  ringing  in  his  ears, 
came  a  letter  in  dphcr  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
dated  the   12th    of  September,  announcing  his 

1  Colonel  Varick  t«  Scfauyler.     Sdiuytir't  Paptn. 
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I  aboot  im  imj*  U>  uuck  the  farta 
hi  the  Higliiaodc  of  dw  HadMs. 

Bnr^gnyne  Miit  \»A  the  moaenjEer  the  same 
night.  Bud  dtfpatehed,  moraovcr,  two  offieen  in 
diagnise.  bj  diflerenl  rania,  all  bearing  tneaangea 
Bi&nniDg  Kr  Henij  of  kia  perilouB  ninaiian,  and 
urging  a  direraioQ  that  might  oblige  Genernl 
Galea  to  detach  a  part  of  hi*  arroj ;  adding  that 
be  would  eodearor  to  maiotahi  his  prvseal  poet- 
lioii,arKl  awail  favorable  evenU  ontil  the  ]2tb  ei 
October.' 

The  jealoDsj  of  Gales  had  been  inleowly  ex- 
cited at  finding  the  whole  credit  of  tlie  Uie  afiW 
giren  bj  the  Kmiy  to  Arnold  :  in  his  difpnldtes 
to  gOTemmeut  he  made  no  menltou  of  him.  Thb 
increased  the  achiam  between  ihem.  'Wilkinson, 
the  adjutant-goneral.  who  was  a  fjcopliantic  ad- 
herent of  Gnles,  pnndered  to  his  pique  b^  with- 
drawing from  Arnold's  division  Morgnn*s  rifle 
corps  and  Dearborn's  light  inranlrr,  its  arms  of 
strength,  which  had  done  such  brillinnt  serrice  in 
the  Inte  aflnir:  ihcj  were  henceforth  to  be  sub- 
ject to  DO  order,  but  tlio»«  from  heful-<|uartera. 

Aniold  calli^d  on  Gntea  on  the  evening  of  the 
32d,  to  remniisinile.  High  words  pn»'^  between 
them,  and  rant t era  came  to  an  open  rupture. 
Gate«,  in  his  heat,  told  Arnold  that  he  did  not 
consider  him  a  major-general,  he  having  sent  his 
resignation  to  Congress;  that  he  hud  never  given 
him  the  command  of  any  diviaiou  of  the  army ; 
that  Genoral  Lincoln  would  arrive  in  a  day  or  - 
two,  and  then  he  would  have  no  fiirthe 

1  Bui^FDe  to  Lord  George  Gennaia 
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Tor  liiin,  ant]  would  give  him  a  pass  to  go  to  Ptiil- 
adelpLin,  whenever  lie  chose,' 

Arnold  returned  [o  his  quartera  in  a  rage,  and 
wrote  a  note  to  Gates  refiiiestiug  the  proffered 
permit  to  depart  fur  Philadelphia  ;  by  the  time 
he  received  it  hia  ire  had  cooled  aud  he  had 
changed  his  mind.  He  delermijied  lo  remain  in 
ckmp  and  ahide  the  anticipHieU  battle. 

Lincoln,  in  the  mean  time,  arrived  in  advance 
of  his  troops ;  which  booh  followed  to  llie  amount 
of  two  thousand.  Part  of  the  troops,  detached  by 
him  under  Colonel  Browu,  were  besie^iig  Ticoii- 
doroga  and  Fort  Independence.  Coiouel  Brown 
himsell',  with  pan  of  his  detachment,  had  embarked 
ou  Lake  George  in  an  armed  schooner  and  a 
squadron  ot  captured  gunboats  and  bateaux,  and 
WHS  threatening  the  enemy's  deposit  of  baggage 
and  heavy  artillery  at  Diamond  Inland.  The  toila 
so  skillfully  spread  were  encompassing  Burgoyne 
more  and  more  ;  the  gales  of  Canada  were  closing 
behind  bim. 

A  morning  or  two  after  Lincoln's  arrival,  Ar- 
nold observed  him  giving  aome  directions  in  the 
led  division,  and  quickly  inquired  whether  he  was 
doing  BO  by  order  of  General  Gales  ;  being  an- 
Si^ered  in  the  negativo,  be  observed  that  the  lefi 
I  belonged  lo  him  ;  and  that  he  believed 
hb  (Lincoln'f)  proper  station  was  on  the  right, 
and  lliat  of  General  Gates  ought  to  be  in  the  cen- 
Ire.  He  requested  him  to  mention  this  to  Geu- 
eral  Gates,  and  have  the  matter  adjusted. 

"  He  is  determined,"  writes  Variek,  "  not  to  suf- 

lylsr.     Schuyltr  Paper*. 


250  LIFE   OF    WASHINGTOy. 

fer  any  one  to  interfere  in  his  diviaion,  and  snys 
it  irill  be  deatli  to  any  officer  who  does  so  iu  nc- 
liou."  Anidlil,  in  fact,  waa  in  a  bellicose  ceiu, 
and  rather  blustered  about  the  camp.  Gales,  he 
said,  could  not  refuse  him  his  cumniiuid,  and  be 
would    not  yield    it  novr  that  a    battle  was   ex- 

Somti  of  the  general  officers  and  colonels  of  his 
division  proposed  to  make  hira  au  address,  tbnlik- 
ing  biro  for  bia  past  serviceti,  particukrly  iu  ihe  late 
action,  and  entreating  bim  to  stay.  Others  sug- 
gested that  the  general  officers  slionid  endeavor  to 
produce  a  reconciliation  between  the  jarring  pul*- 
ties.  Lincoln  was  inclined  to  do  so ;  but,  in  the 
end,  neither  measure  was  taken  through  fear  of 
offending  General  Gates.  In  the  mean  lime  Ar- 
nold remained  in  camp,  treated,  he  said,  a«  a  ci- 
pher, and  never  conaalied  ;  though  when  Congress 
had  sent  him  to  that  deparimeiil,  at  tlie  request 
of  General  Washington,  they  expected  the  com- 
mander would  at  least  have  taken  his  opinion  on 

On  the  30ib,  he  gave  vent  to  his  feelings  in  aci 
indignant  letter  to  Gates.  "  Notwiibslanding  I 
have  reason  lo  think  your  treatment  proceeds  from 
a  spirit  of  jealousy,"  writes  he,  "and  that  1  have 
everything  to  fear  from  the  malice  of  my  enemies, 
cooscious  of  my  own  innocency  and  integrity,  I 
am  determined  to  sacrifice  my  feelings,  present 
peace,  aud  quiet,  to  the  public  good,  and  continue 
i»  (he  army  at  this  critical  juncture,  when  my 
coontry  needs  every  support. 

■■  1  hope,"  concludes  he,  "  you  will  not  impute 


BURGOYNE   WAITS  FOH  OOdh^HAlU^S     Sidt 

this  hint  to  a  wbb  to  cgmmmA  i\m  MV})/*  Mr  Ut 
ootshioe  you,  wh^m  I  mmwrM  y^u  it  ^^r^^nimd*  t)vm 
mj  zeal  hr  tbe  eiMM^  id  my  ^svuiaU/,  h  wUi4^  / 
expect  to  rine  or  (klL"  ^ 

Biitisfa  tamp  wriiki  k^Ohui  uigUt  idiU'iwb  «uai  lU- 
taoks  ofj  ht  fMckeU*  4«i«d  <Hit|/o»U. 

^FroB   tW  jS^>   of'  b0|#U;uiU'-  U^   tU   7Ui  </^' 

•iafjl  in  tiMK*   iuUatvii,  nvOiiuu'   u>i>  «;«vit^i>*  ,  '^r 

IMai*    faaaaeti    b   MM^A':    UApr'.  Wi.i^grii      ;/(.<.•/     U>'^ 

fiUmit\  «ii  iMMjr  AfUM»ic  u«^.^ii- 
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IIIE  expeJitioo  oT  Sir  Uenrj  CUdIod  bad 
rniun]  ihe  arrival  or  reinrorcecnents 
I  from  Europe,  which  were  >lowlj  croes- 
lii|[  the  oaaat  ia  Dutch  bottoms.  At  length  they 
uri'Ml,  ulivr  k  three  moath't  voyage,  and  dow 
ttiero  WHO  a  ilir  of  WKrltke  preparation  at  New 
York  ;  ilm  Hireeu  were  full  of  soldiery,  the  bay 
full  (if  FhipN,  atiil  water  crafl  of  all  kinds  were 
plying  about  the  harbor.  Between  three  and 
four  Ihou^atid  men  were  lo  be  embarked  on  board 
of  KhipN  of  war,  armed  galleys,  and  flat'boltomed 
boKlM.  A  souEheru  deatination  viaa  given  out,  but 
RUrnwd  oliiurvers  surmised  the  nal  one. 

Tilt)  (Ivfuntes  of  [he  Highlands,  on  which  the 
Hcurtty  of  tlio  Hudson  depended,  were  at  thia 
time  weakly  garrisoned ;  some  of  the  troopa  bar- 
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tap  been  *mi  otf  U>  rein/orre  ilie  i 
Dclkwara  MuJ  in  tbu  North.  I'utDMD.  wlmiivl 
tlw  j^Mral  ONDifiiuiiJ  of  iliu  Hi^iUiiib,  >>i*d  Ital 
«lry*ii  liuoiiKil  <nniincnul  and  (nar  liu>uln>>I  ml. 
litk  Iroofi*  willi  bun  at  PeeludcUl,  bi*  Inwltiur- 
Uok  Tlterie  woa  a  leeblr  garriouti  at  Furt  InJ"' 
pCMlenn,  in  Uie  viuiuiiy  at  E'vAk^luU.  lu  ^wrJ 
(Iw  pulilic  eloraa   umI  woriuhupt  hI  GiintiDnkial 

Tte  Hif^lund  rnrtii,  Ciintin.  MustfoniMrj,  «iid 
OaaiitutiDn,  gilualeiJ  uaani;  (lie  ninuut«iiu  aMi 
finulng  di«ir  nmin  tlefenwv  iven!  iw  W<(«r  fwrw 

MMd.  uiil  Uoorge  Clidtun.  ulit.  !.>.<)  <i.r  ' nM>4 

of  llwm,  oik)  who  HM  i>.   .  >i>hm 

of  tho   nigbUoiis.  wti*   I'l  ■(. 

lending  thn  Suti:  L*ai«biL 

pw).  In   L'Utur  Coui.i>,  ii.   ..;.,  .-,-„..,     -      .►- 

eraor. 

Tbare  w«ro  patriot  eyas  In  Now  York  w  *«A 
llw  eanrao  tir  went*,  aud  patrini  \iuus  nn  ih«  rinr 
tx>  act  U  •wifi  nwawvp^rs.  Ou  tlip  3'Jlb  of 
Bq>teniber.  I'dIomu  wnita  to  liii  i^nutjutit  ibo 
gtiverat>r :  "  1  hitva  reeuivdil  inteltifprot-e  on  wluub 
I  can  full/  (I(tp«iid.  tliaL  the  er^'my  hii'}  rvc<ei<r*i 
B  RunfbrCDtiK^nt  Kt  Ni!W  Yt<rt  liui  Thiii-«i«T,  of 
ulwul  thrau  llmniond  Briliiili  aitH  fnrrign  Inxipf) 
that  Uenural  Clialim  Iim  oUlcd  ui  i.'<ii^<^  >rha 
bcl«ng  nboui  Croion  Blttsr:  luu  anli<re(l  hnni 
bn^  U>  h«  baked;  l)i«l  tlu  troofta  are  atlM  fioin 
raala  IItii>k  tu  Kiiig'>  Uriilgc,  uud  (bi-  wl»l« 
troop*  ara  nuw  undvr  nnnjiing  nrdcr*.  I  ttuui  a 
Ugbljr  probable  ibe  tl(»ijnn  dTUki  cncm;  M*«g)ttM4 
the  pMts  (»r  the  Higblwd*,  nr  of  WHne  part  af  dn 
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GOUDties  of  Weatcbesler  or  Dutchess."  Uiider 
these  circumstances  he  begged  a  reinforcement  of 
the  militia  to  enable  him  to  maintain  his  post, 
and  intimated  a  wish  for  the  personal  assistance 
and  counsel  of  llie  governor.  In  a  postscript  bfl 
adds  :  "  The  ships  are  drawn  up  in  the  river,  and 
I  believe  nothing  prevents  them  fmoi  paying  us 
an  immediate  vi?it,  but  a  conirarjr  vrind." 

On  receiving  this  letter  the  governor  forthwith 
hastened  to  his  post  in  the  Highlands,  with  auch 
militia  force  as  lie  could  collect.  We  have  here- 
tofore Bpoken  of  liia  Highland  citadel,  FoK  lilont* 
gomery,  and  of  the  obalructions  of  chain,  boom, 
and  chevaux-de-frise  between  it  and  the  oppo§ite 
promontory  of  Anthony's  Nose,  with  which  it  had 
been  hoped  to  bai-ricade  the  Hudson.  The  chain 
had  repeatedly  given  nay  under  the  pressure  of 
the  tide,  but  the  obstructions  were  still  considered 
efficient,  and  were  protected  by  the  guns  of  the 
fort,  and  of  two  frigates  and  two  armed  galleys 
anchored  above. 

Fori  Clinton  had  aubseqiieutly  been  erected 
within  rifle  shot  of  Fort  Montgomery,  to  occupy 
ground  which  commanded  it.  A  deep  ravine  and 
stream  called  Peploeps  Kill,  intervened  between 
the  two  forts,  across  which  there  whs  a  bridge. 
The  governor  had  his  head  .quarters  in  Fort 
Montgomery,  which  was  the  northern  and  largest 
fort,  but  its  works  were  unSuinhed.  His  brother 
James  had  charge  of  Fort  Clinton,  which  was 
complete.  The  whole  force  to  garrison  the  asso- 
ciate forts  did  not  exceed  six  hundred  men,  chiefly 
militia,  but  they  had  the  veteran  Colonel  Lamb 
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of  the  artillery  with    ttie 


served  in 
illerUts  was  dis- 


Cauada,  mid  a  compnny  of  liis 
tribiiled  in  Ihe  two  forla. 

Tbe  BTmHiiieiit  of  Sir  Ileiiry  Ciinlon,  whicli 
had  been  wailing  for  a  wind,  set  stiil  in  the 
course  of  a  day  or  iwo  and  stood  up  the  Hudson, 
dogged  by  American  swifl-rowing  wliule-boals. 
Lale  at  niglit  on  the  4lh  of  Ociober  canio  a 
barge  across  the  riTcr,  from  Peokskill  to  Fort 
Montgomery,  bearing  a  letter  from  Putnam  to  the 
goTernor.  "Thia  morning,"  writes  he,  "we  had 
information  from  our  guard  boats,  tbnt  tbm'e  were 
two  ships  of  war,  three  tenders,  and  a  large  num- 
ber of  llal-bollomed  boats,  coming  up  the  rirer. 
They  proceeded  up  as  far  as  Tarrytown,  where 
they  lanilerl  their  men.  This  evening  iliey  were 
followed  by  one  large  man-of-war,  live  topsail 
vessels,  and  a  large  number  of  small  crall.  I 
have  sent  off  parties  to  examine  tbeir  route  and 
harass  their  march,  if  pnident.  By  information 
from  several  different  quarters,  we  have  reason  to 
believe  they  intend  for  this  post.  Tliey  are  now 
making  up,  as  we  hear,  for  the  Crolon  Bridge." ' 

The  landing  of  the  troops  at  Tarrylown  was 
a  mere  feint  on  the  part  of  Sir  Henry  to  distract 
the  attention  of  the  Americans ;  ai^er  marclung 
B  few  miles  into  the  country,  they  returned  and 
reembarked  ;  the  armament  continued  across  the 
Tappan  Sea  and  Haverairaw  Bay  to  Verplnnck'a 
Point,  where,  on  the  loth,  Sir  Henry  landed  with 
three  thousand  men  about  eight  miles  below 
FeekskilL 

I  CoircipoiuknceofthtJletoluliim.     Sp»rks,  Li,  S37. 
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Fiititnin  drew  buck  to  ihe  liills  in  lite  rear  of 
the  viliflge,  lo  prepare  for  the  expected  attnck, 
And  eetit  otT  [o  Guvcrnor  Clinton  for  nil  the  troops 
he  could  spare.  So  far  the  matienvers  of  Sir 
Henry  Cli»lon  bad  been  sueeessrul.  It  was  bis 
plan  to  llireati^n  au  attack  on  Peekskilt  and  Fort 
Independence,  and,  when  be  had  drawn  the  allcD' 
tion  of  the  American  commanders  Co  that  quarter, 
lo  land  Iroops  on  the  nestern  tthore  of  the  Hnd- 
Bon,  below  the  Dunderberg  (Thunder  Hill),  make 
a  rapid  march  through  the  defiles  behind  that 
mountain  to  the  rear  of  Forls  Montgomery  and 
Clinlon,  cooie  down  on  thetn  by  surprise,  and 
carry  them  by  a  eoup  de  main. 

Accordingly  at  an  early  hour  of  the  following 
morning,  taking  advanlnge  of  a  thick  fog,  he 
crossed  with  two  lliousand  men  to  Siony  Point, 
on  the  weal  shore  of  the  river,  leavii>g  abonl  & 
thousand  men,  chiefly  royalists,  at  Verplaiick's 
Point,  to  keep  up  a  threatening  aspect  towards 
Feekskill.  Three  frigates,  also,  were  to  stand  up 
what  is  called  the  Devil's  Hor?e  Race  into 
Feekskill  Buy,  and  station  tliemsetves  within 
caiinon-ahot  of  Fort  Independence. 

The  crossing  of  the  troops  had  been  dimly  de- 
scried fnuin  Feekskill,  but  they  were  supposed  lo 
be  a  mere  detachment  from  Ihe  main  body  on  a 
maraud. 

Ilaving  accomplished  his  landing.  Sir  Henry, 
conducted  by  a  lory  guide,  set  out  on  n  forceil 
and  circuitous  march  of  several  mileit  by  r 
defiles,  round  the  western  base  of  the  Dui>der> 
bei^.    At  the  entrance  of  the  pass  he  left  a  small 
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force  to  gufird  it,  aod  keep  ap  hi*  cammtiRictliou 
with  the  ships.  By  eight  o'clodt  iu  ih«  nwrniDg 
be  bail  eflecled  hb  mnrcb  round  Um  Dunderbtrg, 
sad  halted  on  Lbe  borthera  »i<Ie  id  *  nvine,  b»> 
tween  it  and  &  ronical  DMWiit  called  Hear  Hill. 
The  possibiliiy  of  an  ennoy'*  approMch  bjr  thta 
pass  bad  been  Doticed  bj  WaabutglMi  is  fwcuaiwi- 
tering  the  HigldMxI*.  awl  be  haii  tmeuOuHkA  it  Id 
>  geoeraU  Urecne  Mtd  KnvK^ 


when  they  ■ 

vej,  bni  ibejr  eooaMfwJ  ii  iMy»wiwU>,  Cnm 


the  extrenw  difficBltjr  of  llw  i 

It  ■■  in  d«fiaMe  of  f 

pnea  are  apt  la  he  ■ 

■al  kare  bees  adiir^ri  ■■   the  fa«  ii  a 
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of  Emeriok'B  diafseura,  and  partly  of  ^reiuidien^ 
ander  Lord  Rawdou,  ihen  aboul  In-enly-tour  jvm 
of  age,  wbo  had  alivaiiy  seen  serrice  at  Bunker's 
Hill.  Wiih  him  went  Couot  GkhMueki.  a  Po- 
lish nobtemaii.  mideHle-eatDp  to  Sir  Heiiry  Qitt- 
tofl,  but  wbo  had  sought  to  accompanr  his  frieod. 
Lord  RmwOod,  in  liiis  nild  mouulsitt  scramble. 
EvetythiDg  ibiH  At  had  bees  conducted  with  oe- 
lerily  and  aj^wreat  sMrecy,  and  complete  surprise 
of  both  fuTts  was  antinpaied.  Sir  Henry  had  in- 
deed, onlwitted  one  of  the  gmrdtaiu  of  the  Bigb- 
hrnda,  but  the  other  was  aware  of  his  desi^RS.  Go*- 
cmor  CliDtoOiOii  recetritig  intelUgeoce  of  ships  of 
war  couiiosr  np  the  HtHbmx.  had  wnl  Koata  b»- 
yiHid  tbtr  Duuderbnv  lo  walcli  their  iDO*cti>eat& 
Early  i>q  the  prtseul  inanuii^,  wnrd  had  bMtt 
brougkt  htm  thai  fony  boats  wen  laDdiD"  a  lai^ 
fiwm  at  Swuy  PoiaL  He  mow,  m  his  (on,  ap- 
pmheaded  aa  attark.  aiid  seal  to  PalaaM  far  rtj»> 
%mem 


hvm  Fort  CKate^  M  paoeeed  alMif  libe  mtr- 
nad  ud  neoewMlcr.  Ha  fcU  ni  whfc  dw  ad- 
VMee  gwtd  of  Sk-  Bearj  Cbta^  dnvioa,  vd 
ntnaMd  skirwisUeg  t»  tke  iNt.  Alaiga-^ 
(aehmeM  was  ami  oat  to  cl«<k  iha  app»aadi  of 
Ae  aaei^  oa  thH  side;  wIhIb  iix^  see,  eAcr- 
•ntd*  toewaoed  u  a  htndrvd.  look  post  wiifc  a 
Wwa  IcUfieee  ■  the  Bear  llUt  tfefite. 

b  waea  aangw  sad  ragged  paas^  bunlered  by 
rtiggcd  fansBs.  As  Canphea  and  bia  dninaa 
caaw  |»naaiag  fcrward.  tbey  wen  dwdied  by  the 
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discbarge  of  fire-arms  and  of  [lie  brass  Geld-piecc, 
which  swept  (he  steep  defile.  The  British  troops 
then  tilftJ  off  on  each  aide  into  the  woods,  lo  aur- 
rouiid  the  Americatis.  The  latter,  finding  it  im- 
possible to  extricate  iheir  field-piece  in  the  rugged 
pass,  spiked  it,  and  retreated  into  ibe  fort,  under 
cover  of  the  fire  of  a  twelve-poticder,  with  which 
Lamb  had  posted  himself  on  the  creat  of  a  hill. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  had  met  with  equally  obsti- 
nate opposition  in  bin  approach  to  Fort  CliiitoD  ; 
the  narrow  sirip  of  land  between  Lake  Sinipink 
and  the  Hudson,  along  which  he  advauced,  being 
foriifieil  by  an  abatis.  By  four  o'clock  the  Amer- 
icans were  driven  within  their  works,  and  both 
forts  were  assailed.  The  defense  wiis  desperate ; 
for  Governor  Clinton  was  a  hard  fighter,  and  he 
was  still  in  hopes  ofreiororcemenls  ii-om  PutuHiu; 
not  knowing  that  the  messenger  be  sent  to  bim 
had  turned  traitor  and  deserted  to  the  enemy. 

About  five  o'eloek,  he  was  summoned  to  sur- 
rendi^r  in  five  minutes,  to  prevent  the  itffusiou  of 
blood ;  the  reply  was  a  refusal.  About  ten  min- 
utes atlerwards,  there  was  a  general  attack  upon 
both  foris.  It  WHS  resisted  with  obstinate  spirit. 
The  action  continued  until  dusk.  The  ships  under 
Commodore  Hotham  approached  near  enough  to 
open  an  irregulHr  fire  upon  the  forts,  and  upon 
the  vessels  anchored  above  the  chevaux-de-frise. 
The  latter  returned  the  lii'e ;  and  the  flash  and 
roiir  of  their  canuonry  in  the  gathering  darkness 
and  among  the  echoes  of  the  mountains  increased 
the  terrors  of  the  strife.  The  works,  however, 
were  too  extensive  to  be  manned  by  the  scanty 
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gttrriBons ;  ihey  were  entered  by  different  places 
and  carried  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet;  the 
Amerionns  fought  desperately  from  one  redoubt  to 
another ;  some  were  slain,  some  taken  prisoners, 
and  some  escaped  under  cover  of  the  nighl  to  the 
river  or  the  mouiilaina.  "The  garrison,"  ^r^ites 
Clinton,  Bignificanily,  "  had  to  fight  their  way  oul 
as  many  tis  could,  as  we  determined  not  to  sur- 
render." 

His  brother  James  was  saved  Irom  a  deadly 
thrust  of  a  bayonet,  by  a  garrison  orderly-book 
in  his  pocket ;  but  he  received  a  flesh-wound  iu 
the  Ihigh.  He  slid  down  a  pi-ecipicc,  one  hun- 
dred feet  high,  into  the  ravine  between  the  forts, 
and  escaped  to  the  woods.  The  governor  leaped 
down  the  rocks  to  the  river  side,  where  a  boat 
was  putting  off  with  a  number  of  the  fugitives. 
They  turned  back  to  receive  him,  but  he  gener- 
ously refund  to  endanger  their  safety,  as  the 
boat  was  already  loaded  to  llie  gunwale.  It  was 
only  on  receiving  assurance  of  its  being  capable 
of  bearing  his  additional  weight,  that  be  consented 
to  enter.  The  boat  cronsed  the  Hudson  in  safety, 
and  before  midnight  the  governor  was  with  Put- 
uam,  at  Continental  Village,  concerting  further 
measures. 

Putnam  had  been  completely  outmaneuvercd  by 
Sir  Henry  Clinton.  He  had  continued  until  Inle 
in  the  morning,  in  the  belief  that  Peekskill  and 
Fort  Independence  were  to  be  the  objects  of  at- 
tack. His  pickets  and  scouts  could  not  ascertain 
the  number  of  the  enemy  remaining  on  the  cast 
uda  of  the  river;  a  large  fire  near  Stony  Point 
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made   him   ihink    the  iroope  wLich  bad  croiiseil 

were  roBrely  burning  storehouaea  ;  while  siiiptt, 
galleys,  and  flat-bo  I  Coined  bouts  seemed  prepariug 
to  laud  forces  at  Fort  Iiiciependetice  and  Pueks- 
kill.  In  tlie  coui'se  of  the  morning  he  sallied 
forth  with  Brigndier-general  Pur»>iis,  to  recon- 
noiier  the  ground  near  the  enemy.  After  their 
return  they  were  alurroed,  he  says,  by  ■•  a  very 
heavy  and  hot  firing  both  of  small  arms  and  can- 
HOD,  at  Fort  Montgomery,"  whicli  muat  have 
made  a  tremendous  upi-oar  among  the  echoes  of 
Ihe  Dunderberg.  Aware  of  the  real  point  of 
danger,  he  immediately  detached  five  hundred 
men  to  reinforce  the  garriaon.  They  had  six 
miles  to  march  along  the  eastern  shore,  and  then 
lo  croBB  the  rivers  before  they  could  do  so  the 
(ate  of  the  forts  whs  decided. 

British  historians  acknowledged  that  the  valor 
and  resolution  displayed  by  the  Americana  in  the 
defense  of  these  fortii  were  in  an  iuBtiuice  ex- 
ceeded during  the  war ;  their  loss  in  killed, 
wounded  and  missing,  was  stated  at  two  hundred 
and  fifty,  a  large  proportion  of  the  number  en- 
gaged. Their  gallant  defense  awakened  no  gen- 
erous sentiment  in  the  victors.  "  As  the  sol- 
diers," observes  the  British  writer,  "  were  much 
irrilaled,  as  well  by  the  fatigue  they  had  under- 
gone and  the  opposition  they  met,  as  by  the  loss 
of  some  brave  and  favorite  oflicers,  the  slaughter 
of  the  enemy  was  considerable."  ' 

Among  the  olHcers  thus  deplored,  and  bloodily 
rerenged.was  Colonel  Campbell,  who  commanded 
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nde  of  bw  titmi.  Load  WmJim.  »bo  lad  Mb 
•  Fort  Mtgoway.     Tk 

ondaliWtwtflf  As 
M|i«Tt*.  Gin^  fat*  ■Mwd  to  K  pfirficr, 
-Take  ^>  notd  to  Loid  SMfdaB."  nil  ho 
"andldllMi  tbe  owmt  And  Ste  *  HiUBer '  ' 

Ob  ihe  ai|Mineaf  the  ftrti,  Ae  AMKriem  6ig- 
Met  sod  pUe7«  MiriaoBd  lor  ibe  |K«tectiaa  of 
tbe  dieraax-d»4we  ri^l»4  tfaeir  mMm.  nade  aO 
Mil,  and  eodmvrad  to  eaeafw  ap  tfae  trnr.  The 
wind,  however,  prored  advene;  there  was  danger 
of  their  bllmg  mlo  the  haodi  ot  the  omsj  ;  the 
ctewR,  ibeKAxe,  aet  them  «•  ice  and  ah«t»loi>ed 
them.  A*  ever;  latl  wu  let,  the  veaaek,  wa  are 
told,  were  Moti  "  ■iagai6eeU  pjnnndt  of  Gra^ 
the  MirroBndiiig  tnooDtBins  were  [it  19  I7  the 
{^are.  and  a  train  of  nddj  fi^U  gkamed  ^o^ 
tho  river.  Tbcy  were  in  a  part  of  the  Higfafamdi 
faaocia  ibr  its  echoes:  a»  the  fiames  gradnaUj 
MMhed  the  loaded  csanoo.  tb«r  thmderii^;  »- 
port*  were  multiplied  xitd  proloaged  akng  the 
todtj  iborea.  The  venels  at  length  Uew  np 
with  tfemendoo*  CTploaioaa,  and  all  agaia  wta 
darhnM*.* 

Ou  the  following  ntoming.  the  cheraoi-de-frise 
aod  oilier  olwirucUooa  betwera  Foil  Moiit^m«7 
I,  Tol.  I  p.  Ml.  *  Idem. 
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Bud  Anthony's  Noae  were  cleared  away ;  the 
AmericauB  evacuated  Foria  ludepenilence  and 
Constitution,  and  a  free  passage  up  the  Hudson 
was  oijen  for  the  British  ships.  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton proceeded  no  further  in  person,  but  left  the 
rest  of  the  enterprise  U)  be  accomplished  by  Sir 
James  Wallace  and  General  Vaughan,  with  a  fly- 
ing S4]Qadron  of  light  frigates,  and  a  considerable 
detachment  of  troops. 

Putnam  had  retreated  to  a  pass  in  the  moun- 
ting, on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  near  Fistikill, 
having  removed  as  much  of  the  stores  and  bag- 
gage as  possible  from  the  post  lie  had  abandoned. 
The  old  general  was  somewhat  mortitied  at  hav- 
ing been  outwitted  by  the  enemy,  hut  endeavored 
to  shift  the  responsibility.  Id  a  letter  to  Wash- 
iugton  (October  8th),  he  writes :  "  I  have  repeat- 
edly informed  your  Excelleucy  of  the  enemy's  de- 
sign against  this  post ;  but,  from  some  motive  or 
Otlier  you  always  tlifiered  fiom  me  in  opinion.  Aa 
this  conjecture  of  mine  has  for  once  proved  right, 
I  cannot  omit  informing  you,  tliat  my  real  and  sin- 
cere opinion  is,  that  they  now  mean  lo  join  Gen- 
eral Burgoyne  with  the  utmost  dispatch.  Gov- 
ernor' Clinton  is  exerting  himself  in  uoUecting  the 
militiu  of  this  State.  Brigadier-general  Parsons 
I  have  sent  off  to  forward  in  the  Connecticut  mili- 
tia, which  nre  now  arriving  in  great  numbers.  I 
therefore  hope  and  trust,  that  in  the  course  of  a 
few  days  1  shall  be  able  toopirase  tlie  progress  of 
the  enemy." 

Ho  had  concerted  with  Governor  Clinton  that 
they  should  move  to  the    uortliward  with  their 


1 


264  LITE  OF  WASmSGTON. 

Ibrceg,  along  the  opposite  sliores  of  tlie  Hudson, 
enileavoring  to  keep  pace  with  the  eoeinv's  ships 
and  cover  the  coiintrv  finm  their  attuckji. 

The  governor  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  New 
Windsor,  just  above  tbe  Miglilands,  where  he 
had  post«yt  himself  to  rally  what  he  termed  hia 
"  brolien  but  brave  troops,"  and  to  call  out  the  mi- 
litia of  UUter  aud  Orange.  "  I  am  persuaded," 
writes  he,  "  if  the  militia  will  join  mc,  we  can  save 
the  country  from  desuiiction,  and  defeat  the  ene- 
my's design  of  assisting  tlieir  Northern  army." 
The  militia,  however,  were  not  as  prompt  as  ueual 
in  ausweriug  lo  the  call  of  their  popular  and  brave- 
hearted  governor.  "  They  are  well  dispoaed," 
writes  he,  "but  anxious  about  the  immediate 
safety  of  their  respective  families  (who,  for  mooy 
mileH,  are  yet  moving  further  from  Ihe  river)  ; 
they  come  in  the  momiug  and  return  in  the  even- 
ing, imd  I  never  know  when  I  have  them,  or 
what  my  strength  is."  ' 

On  the  9th,  two  persons  coming  from  Fort 
Montgomery  were  arrested  by  his  guards,  and 
brought  before  him  for  examiuHlion.  One  was 
much  agitated,  and  was  observeil  to  put  something 
hastily  into  Iiis  mouth  and  swallow  iL  An  emetic 
was  administered,  and  brought  up  a  small  silver 
bullet.  Before  he  LKiuld  be  prevented  he  swal- 
lowed it  again.  On  his  refusing  a  second  emetic, 
the  governor  threatened  to  have  him  hangetl  and 
his  body  opened.  The  threat  produced  ttie  bullet 
in  the  prece<ling  manner.     It  was  ov:d  iu  form  and 
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hollow,  with  a  screw  in  thecentre,  nnil  contaitie'l  a 
note  from  Sir  Henry  Clinion  to  Burgoyjie,  writ- 
ten on  n  slip  of  tbin  paper,  and  (luted  (October  Stli) 
from  Fort  Montgomery.  "  Nous  y  void  [here 
we  arej,  and  notliing  between  us  and  Gates.  I 
sincerely  hope  tliis  litlJc  success  of  ours  will  facili- 
tate your  operations."  ' 

T!ie  bearer  of  the  letter  was  tried  and  con- 
victed as  a  spy.  and  sentenced  to  tie  hiingcd. 

The  enemy's  light-armed  vessels  were  now 
making  their  way  up  the  river  ;  laiidhig  maraud- 
ing parties  occasionally  to  make  depredations. 

As  soon  BA  the  governor  could  collect  a  little 
force,  he  pressed  forward  to  protect  Kingston 
(Esopns),  the  seat  of  the  Slate  legislature.  The 
enemy  in  tlie  mean  time  landed  from  tlieir  ships, 
routed  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  militia  col- 
lected to  oppose  them,  marched  to  the  village,  set 
fire  to  it  in  every  part,  conaaming  great  quanti- 
ties of  stores  collected  there,  and  then  retreated 
to  their  ships. 

Governor  Clinton  whs  two  honrs  too  late.  He 
beheld  the  flames  from  h  distance  ;  and  having 
brought  with  him  the  spy,  the  bearer  of  the  silver 
bullet,  he  hanged  him  on  an  apple-tree  in  sight 
of  the  burning  village. 

Having  laid  Kingston,  the  seat  of  tlie  State 
government,  in  ashes,  the  enemy  proceeded  in 
their  ravages,  destroying  the  residence.'*  of  con- 
spicuous patriots  at  Rhinebeck,  Livingston  Ma- 

'  Governor  Clinton  to  the  N.  T.  Council  of  Safety.    Jeurnal 
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Dor,  and  clseirher?,  vtA  among  others  tl>e  nian* 
aion  of  the  widow  of  ihe  brare  Geiiernl  Mont- 
gomerjr :  trusting  lo  duee  their  desolatiog  career 
b;  ■  triamphant  juoclioa  nith  Burgoyiie  at  Al- 
bftnjr. 
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tin  Binmeu  Riedeae!  and  l.idy  Harriet  Ackland  during 
the  Badla.  —Death  of  Gen.  Fruer.  —  His  Funeral.  —  K>KhC 
Bclreat  of  the  Brilish.  —  Expedition  of  LBtly  HsmH  Aek- 
land.  —  Desperate  Siluatian  of  Borgoyne  at  Sftratuga>  — 
Oipilulalion.  — Surrender. —  Conduct  of  the  American 
Troops.  —  Scene*  in  the  Camp.  —  Gallanl  Courle*y  of 
Schuyler  to  Ibe  Baroneu  Biedeettl.  —  His  MagDiDimoiu 
Conduct  toward  Dargoyae. — Return  of  tho  Biitisb  down 
the  Uud.>on. 

IlILE  Sir  Henry  Clinlon  hnd  been 
iliijiidering  in  ihe  Higblands,  Bur^yiie 
iiiiil  Ilia  army  liail  been  wenritig  out  hope 
litir  intrenchments,  vigilantly  watched, 
ailed  by  the  Americnna.  They  became 
impHiient  even  of  ihis  impunity.  "  Tlie  tnemy, 
tbongb  lie  can  bring  tour  limes  more  suMiera 
Bgiiiiiat  us,  »howB  tio  desire  lo  nmke  an  attack," 
wriiea  a  Hessian  officer.' 

Arnold,  loo,  was  chafing  in  the  camp,  a 
ing  for  A  cimiice,  aa  usual,  "  to  rijilit 
his  aword.     In  a  letter  to  Gntea  lie  tries  ii 
hitn    on.     "  I  think  it  my  duty  (which  nothing 
ehall  deler  me  from  doing)  to  acquaint  joa,  ibe 
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■my  an  cIwimxinib  for  acttoo.  The  miliiiB  (wbo 
eonpou  great  port  of  tbe  annj)  are  already 
threatening  to  go  bo[D&  Otte  fortnight's  iuaclioa 
will,  I  make  no  doubt,  Ie«»en  yoor  army  by  nA- 
neas  and  dewrtion,  at  least  four  ilioii:>and  men. 
Tn  which  lime  the  enemy  may  be  reiufrnxvil,  and 
make  good  iheir  retreat. 

"  I  liave  reason  to  think,  from  inteI1i<>enc«  sioee 
recciTed,  that,  had  we  improved  tbe  20th  of  Sep- 
tember, it  (uight  have  ruined  the  enemy.  That 
is  past ;  let  me  entreat  yon  to  improre  the  present 

Gates  nas  not  to  be  goaded  into  action  ;  he  saw 
the  desperate  silUBtion  of  Burgoyne,  and  bided 
his  lime.  "  Perhaps,"  writes  he,  *•  despair  may 
dictate  to  hitn  to  risk  all  upon  one  tlirow  ;  he  ia 
an  old  gamester,  and  in  bis  time  bas  seen  all 
chanues.  I  will  emleikvar  to  be  ready  lo  prevent 
hisf^ood  fortune,  and,  if  possible, secure  my  own."' 

On  the  7th  of  October,  but  four  or  five  days  re- 
mained of  the  time  Burgoyne  had  pledged  himself 
tn  await  [lie  cociperntion  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
He  now  determined  to  make  a  gmud  movement 
on  the  left  of  the  American  camp,  to  discover 
whether  he  could  force  a  passage,  should  it  be 
necessary  lo  advHiice,  or  dislodge  it  from  its  posi- 
tion, siioiild  he  have  to  retreat.  Another  object 
was  to  cover  a  forage  of  the  army,  which  was 
sufTering  from  the  great  scarcity. 

For  this  purpose  liFleen  hundred  of  his  best 

troops,  with  two  twelve- pounders,  two  howitzers 

and  six  six-pounders,  were  to  be  led  by  himself, 

)  Lrltur  lo  Gar.  Clialon.    Gatei'  Paptn. 
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Becooded  by  mnjor-geneTBla  Phillipa  arid  Riedesel, 
and  Brigadier-gi^nend  Frastsr.  ~  No  equal  number 
of  men,"  say  Ihe  British  accounis,  ■"  were  ever 
better  commauded ;  and  it  noald  Lave  been  dif- 
ficult iudeed,  to  have  matched  the  men  with  aa 
equal  imniber."  ' 

Oo  leaving  hb  camp,  Burgoytie  coramilted  the 
guard  of  it  on  the  high  gromidg  lo  brigadier- 
geuerals  Hamilton  and  Spechi,  and  of  the  redoubts 
on  the  low  grounds  near  the  rirer,  lo  Brigadier- 
general  Gall. 

Forming  his  troops  within  tbree^uarters  of  a 
mile  of  the  lelt  of  the  Americans,  though  covered 
from  ibeir  Bight  by  the  forest,  he  »ent  out  a  oorpa 
of  rangert,  provincials,  and  Indians,  to  skulk 
through  the  woodii,  get  in  their  rear,  and  give 
them  an  alarm  at  the  time  the  attack  took  place 

The  raovemenl,  though  carried  on  behind  the 
icreen  of  forestsi,  was  discovered.  In  the  aRer- 
noon  the  advanced  guard  of  the  American  centre 
beat  to  arms  ;  the  alarm  was  repeated  throughout 
the  line.  Gales  ordered  his  ufGcers  lo  their  alarm 
posts,  and  sent  forth  Wilkinson,  the  adjulaiil-gen- 
enil,  lo  inquire  llie  cause.  From  a  rising  ground 
in  an  open  place  he  descried  the  enemy  in  force, 
their  foragers  busy  in  a  field  of  wheat,  the  ofiicers 
reooniKiilering  the  led  wing  of  the  camp  with  tele- 
ecopes  from  the  top  of  a  cabin. 

Relurning  to  the  camp,  Wilkinson  reported  [he 
position  and  movemeuts  of  the  enemy ;  that  their 
froot  was  open,  their  flanks  rested  on  woods,  under 

1  Caa  War  m  America,  i.  302. 
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ooTer  of  wLit^h  they  might  be  attacked,  nnd  their 
right  WBS  skirled  by  a  lieighl :  Ihul  they  were 
reconnoltering  the  leR,  and  he  lliouglit offered  bat- 
tle. 

"  Well,  then,"  replied  Galea, "  order  out  Morgan 
to  begin  the  game." 

A  plan  of  allBck  was  soon  arranged.  Morgan 
with  his  riflemen  and  a  body  of  infuntry  wfis  sent 
to  make  a  circuit  through  the  woods,  ajid  get  pos- 
session of  the  heights  on  the  right  of  the  enemy, 
vhile  Getieral  Poor  with  his  brigade  of  New 
York  and  New  Hampshire  Inraps,  and  a  part  of 
Learned'a  brigade,  were  to  advance  against  the 
enemy's  leA.  Morgan  whs  to  make  ftli  attack  on 
the  heights  as  soon  as  he  should  hear  the  lire 
opened  below. 

Burgoyne  now  drew  out  his  troops  in  battle 
array.  The  greuadiera,  nnder  Major  Acklund, 
with  the  artillery,  under  Major  Williams,  formed 
the  left,  and  were  stationed  on  a  rising  ground, 
with  a  rivulet  calleil  Mill  Creek  in  front.  Next 
to  them  were  the  Hessians,  under  Riedesel,  and 
British,  under  Phillips,  forming  the  centre.  The 
light  intiuitry,  under  Lord  Balcarras,  formed  tlie 
extreme  right ;  having  in  the  advance  a  detach- 
ment of  five  hundred  picked  men,  under  General 
Fraser,  ready  to  flank  the  Americans  as  soon  as 
they  should  be  attacked  in  front- 
He  had  scarce  made  these  arrangements,  when 
he  was  astonished  and  confounded  by  a  thunder- 
ing of  artillery  on  his  left,  and  a  rattling  fire  of 
rifles  on  the  woody  hdghts  on  his  righL  The 
troops  under  Poor  advanced  steadily  up  the  as- 
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cent  where  Acklitnii's  grenadiers  Btiil  Williams' 
artillery  were  stationed ;  received  their  fii'e,  aud 
then  rushed  forward.  Ackltuid's  grenadiers  re- 
ceived tlie  firet  bruut,  but  it  extended  along  the 
line,  Bs  detachment  after  detachment  arrived,  and 
was  carried  on  with  inconceivable  fury.  The 
Hessian  artiUerisU  npoke  at\«rw:irds  of  the  heed- 
lessness with  whieh  the  Americans  rushed  upon 
the  cannon,  while  they  were  ilischarging  grape- 
shot.  The  artillery  was  repeatedly  taken  and 
retaken,  and  at  length  remained  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Americans,  who  turiied  it  npon  Its 
former  owners.  Major  Ackland  was  wounded 
in  both  legs,  and  taken  prisoner.  Jitajor  Wil- 
liams of  the  artillery  was  also  capttired.  The 
headlong  impetnoitity  of  the  attack  contbutided 
the  regul.ir  tacticians.  Much  of  this  has  been 
ascribed  to  the  presence  and  eiample  of  Arnold. 
That  daring  officer,  who  bad  lingered  in  the  camp 
in  expectation  of  a  tight,  was  esasjieraled  at  hav- 
iag  no  command  assigned  him.  On  hearing  the 
din  of  battle,  he  could  restrain  no  longer  Ins  war- 
like impulse,  hut  threw  himself  on  his  horne  and 
sallied  forth.  Gates  saw  him  ifsning  from  the 
camp.  "He'll  do  some  rash  thing!"  cried  he, 
and  sent  his  aide-de-camp,  Major  Armstrong,  to 
call  him  back.  Arnold  surmised  his  errand  and 
evaded  iL  Putting  spurs  to  his  horse,  he  dashed 
into  the  scene  of  action,  and  was  received  with 
acclamation.  Being  the  superior  officer  in  the 
field  his  orders  were  olieyed  of  course.  Putting 
himself  at  the  bead  of  the  troops  of  Learned's 
brigade,  he  attacked  the  Ilessians  in  the  enemy's 
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oentre,  and  broke  tltem  with  repeated  charges. 
lodeed,  for  a  xitne  his  actwutg  neemed  to  partake 
of  Jtmsy ;  riding  hitber  ami  thither,  bnunlidiiog 
his  Bwonl,  aod  cheering  on  the  men  to  acts  of 
ion.  In  one  of  his  paroir^ms  of  exdte- 
ment.  he  gtrud:  and  wonDi}«d  an  American  officer 
in  the  head  with  his  «word.  without,  a»  be  aRer- 
varda  declared,  being  cdcsoohs  of  the  aO.  Wil- 
kinaon  asserts  that  be  was  panlv  inloKicaled ; 
but  Anx^  needed  on);  bis  own  nriiaied  pride 
and  the  B&ell  of  gnnpowdex  to  roiue  him  to  acts 
of  madness. 

Uorgaii.  in  the  iikbb  time,  wm  hanaang  the 
euemj't  right  wing  with  an  Jiiii  aiiiil  fire  of  saiaD 
anus,  and  pre^-cnting  it  from  sending  any  asnct- 
ihe  centre.  General  Fraser  with  bis 
dioeen  corps,  for  some  time  reodet^  gf^^  pto- 
tection  to  this  wing.  Uonnled  on  an  iron-graj 
charger,  his  uniform  of  a  field-officer  nude  him  a 
oonsjiicunas  utgect  ibr  Uorgan's  sharp^KMMen. 
One  bullet  cnl  the  cmpper  of  hig  hot^e,  aootfa^ii 
gnLE«d   hi«  maoe.     *-  Yon  are  singled  oot,  | 

eral.''   Mi>l   lii$   aidc-dtMamp.   "and    had   T       

■hifl  jroor  ground."  "  M_v  duly  forbids  ma  4H 
fly  from  danger."  was  the  reply.  A  moaieBt 
afterwards  be  was  shot  down  by  a  marksman 
posted  in  a  tree.  Two  grenadiers  bore  him  to 
the  camp.  lib  £ill  was  a  death  blow  lo  his 
oorpt-  The  arriTal  on  the  field  of  a  large  ri 
forcement  of  New  York  troops  noder  Genera) 
Ten  Bruivk.  completed  the  coniusion.  Burgoyne 
uw  that  the  field  was  lost,  and  now  only  ibot^t 
of  Mviog  his  camp,     Hw  troops  nearest  In  tbo 
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lines  were  ordered  to  throw  themselves  within 
them,  while  generals  Phillips  and  Riedesi-I  cov- 
ered the  retreat  of  the  ninin  body,  which  was  in 
daoger  of  being  cut  oft*.  The  artjllerj  was  aban- 
doned, all  the  horees,  and  most  of  the  men  who 
had  80  bravely  defended  it.  having  been  killed. 
The  troops,  ihongh  hard  prefseil,  retirtnl  in  goix) 
order.  Scarcely  had  they  entered  the  camp  when 
it  was  stormed  with  great  fury  ;  the  Americans, 
with  Arnold  si  their  head,  rushing  h>  the  lines 
under  a  severe  discharge  of  grape-shot  and  small- 
arms.  Lord  Bulcnrriis  defended  the  intrench- 
ments  bravely;  the  actiim  was  fierce,  and  well 
sustained  on  either  siile.  AfWr  au  ineffectual 
attempt  to  make  his  way  into  the  camp  in  this 
quarter  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  Arnold 
spurred  his  horse  toward  the  right  flank  of  the 
camp  occupied  by  the  German  reserve,  where 
Lieutenant-colonel  Itrooks  was  making  a  general 
attack  with  a  Massaehnseits  regiment.  Here, 
with  a  part  of  a  platoon,  ho  forced  his  waj'  inlo 
a  sally-port,  but  a  shot  from  the  retreating  Hes- 
sians killed  his  horse,  and  wounded  him  iii  the 
same  leg  which  bad  received  a  wound  before 
Quebec.  He  was  borne  off  from  the  field,  but 
not  until  llie  victory  was  complete ;  for  the 
Germans  retreated  from  the  works,  leaving  on 
the  field  their  brave  defender,  Lieuteuanl-colonel 
Breyman,  mortally  wounded. 

The  night  whs  now  closing  in.  The  victory 
of  the  Americans  was  decisive.  They  had  routed 
the  enemy,  killed  and  wounded  a  great  number, 
made  many  prisoners,  taken  their  field-arUllery, 
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and  gained  poasession  of  a  part  of  their  works 
which  laid  open  the  right  and  the  rear  of  their 
camp.  Tliey  la;  all  night  ou  their  arms,  within 
half  a  mile  of  the  sceue  of  action,  prepared  to 
reuew  the  assault  upon  the  camp  in  the  morn- 
ing. Aflecting  scenes  had  occurred  in  the  en- 
emy's camp  during  this  deadly  conflict. 

In  the  morning  previous  to  the  battle,  the 
Baroness  De  Riedesel  had  breakfiisted  with  her 
husband  in  the  camp.  Generals  Burgojne,  Phil- 
lips, and  Fraser  were  to  dine  with  her  husband 
and  herself,  in  a  house  in  the  neighborhood, 
where  she  and  her  children  were  quartered. 
She  observed  much  movement  in  the  camp,  but 
was  quieted  by  the  assurance  that  it  was  to  be 
a  mere  reconuoissance.  On  her  way  home  she 
met  a  number  of  Indians,  painted  and  ilecornted 
and  armed  with  guns,  and  shouting  War  I  War ! 
Her  feara  were  awakened,  and  scarce  had  she 
reached  home  when  she  heard  the  rattling  of 
fire-arms  and  the  thundering  of  Hrtillery.  The 
din  increaseil,  and  soon  became  fo  terrible  that 
she  "was  more  dead  than  alive."  Ai)out  one 
o'clock  came  one  of  the  generals  who  were  to 
have  dined  with  her  —  poor  General  Kraser — 
brought  upon  a  handbarrow,  mortally  wounded. 
"The  table,"  writes  she,  "which  was  already 
prepared  for  diimer,  was  immediately  removed, 
and  a  bed  placed  in  its  stead  for  the  general.  I 
sat  terrifiwi  and  tremliling  in  a  comer.  The 
noise  grew  more  alarming,  and  I  was  in  a  con- 
tinual agony  and  tremor,  while  thinking  that  my 
husband  might  soon,  al»u,  be  brought  in,  wounded 
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like  General  Fraser.  Ttiat  poor  general  §aid  to 
the  fliir^oo,  '  Tell  me  the  truth,  ie  there  do 
hope?'  —  There  wib  none.  Prayers  were  read, 
after  which  he  desired  that  Genera!  Burgoyue 
should  be  requested  1o  have  him  huried  ou  the 
next  day  at  six  o'clock  Jii  the  eveuing,  on  a  hill 
where  a  breastwork  had  been  constructed." 

Lady  Harriet  Acklaiid  was  in  A  teut  near  by. 
News  came  lo  her  thiit  her  husband  was  mortally 
wounded  and  taken  primirier.  She  was  in  an  ag- 
ony of  distress.  The  baroness  endeavored  to  per- 
suade her  that  his  wound  might  not  be  danger- 
ous, and  advi^ied  her  to  ask  permission  lo  join  lura. 
She  divided  ihe  night  between  soothing  attentions 
to  I^ady  Harriet,  and  watchTul  care  of  her  chil- 
dren who  were  asleep,  but  who  she  feared  might 
disturb  the  poor  dying  general.  Towards  raoni- 
ing,  thinking  hia  agony  approaching,  she  wrapped 
them  in  bknkets  and  retired  with  tbeni  into  the 
entrance  hall.  Courteous  even  in  death,  the  gen- 
eral sent  her  several  messages  lo  beg  her  pardon 
for  the  trouble  he  thought  be  was  giving  her. 
At  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  he  expired.^ 

Bur^yne  had  shifted  bis  position  during  the 
night,  lo  heights  about  a  mile  to  the  north, 
close  lo  the  river,  and  covered  in  front  by  a  ra- 
vine. Early  in  tliC  morning,  the  Americans  took 
possession  of  the  camp  which  he  bail  abandoned. 
A  random  fire  of  ariillery  and  small-arms  was 
kept  up  on  both  sides  during  the  day.  The  Brit- 
ish sharpshooters  stationed  in  the  ravine  did  some 
1,  and  General  Lincoln  was  wouTided  in 
1  BiedMel**  Mtmain, 
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the  leg  while  reeoanoileriag-  Gatea,  however, 
dill  not  think  it  adrisable  to  force  >  dtsperete  en- 
emy when  in  a  strong  position,  at  the  expense  of 
■  prodigal  wnsie  of  blood.  He  toolc  all  measures 
to  cut  off  his  retreat  nnd  insure  a  ^arrender. 
General  PellowH.  with  I.JOO  men.  had  alrendj 
been  sent  to  occiipj  the  high  ground  east  of  ihe 
Hudran  opposite  Saratoga  Ford.  Other  dctach- 
nieiii.*  WCTB  sent  higher  up  the  river  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Lake  Geot^. 

Bui^yne  »hw  that  nothing  was  left  (br  him 
but  a  prompt  and  rapid  retreat  to  Samtoga.  yet  in 
this  he  was  delayed  by  a  melancholy  duty  of 
friendship ;  it  was  to  attend  the  obsequies  of  the 
gallant  Fraser,  who,  according  to  hia  dying  re- 
quest, was  to  be  interred  at  six  oVIock  in  the 
evening,  within  a  redoubt  which  had  been  con- 
structed on  a  hill. 

Between  sunset  and  dark,  his  body  was  borne 
lo  the  appointed  place  by  grenadiers  of  his  di- 
vision, followed  by  (he  ^nerals  and  their  staffs. 
The  Aiiiericans  seeing  indistinctly  what,  in  the 
twilighl,  appeared  to  be  a  movement  of  troops  ap 
the  hill  and  tn  the  redoubt,  pointed  their  artillery 
in  that  direction.  "  Cnnnon  balls  flew  aronnd  and 
above  the  assembled  mourners,"  wnles  the  Baron- 
ess Riedesel,  who  was  a  spectator  from  a  distance, 
"  Slaiiy  cannon  balls  flew  close  by  me,  but  my 
whole  attention  was  engaged  by  llie  funeral  scene, 
where  I  saw  my  husband  exposed  to  imminent 
danger.  This,  indeed,  was  not  a  moment  to  be 
apprehensire  for  my  own  sAfely.  General  Gates 
protested    aflerwards,  that   had  he   known  what 
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I,  he  would  have  Btopped  the  fire  ii 


fetliiigly  Ue- 


meJialeiy." 

We  liave    the    scent 
scribed  by  Burgoyiie. 

"  The  hi 

the  Bleady  altitude  mid  unaltered  voice  with  which 
lie  clinplain  officiated,  though  frequently  covered 
wi^  dust  which  the  shot  threw  up  on  nil  sides  of 
him;  the  mute,  but  expresaivc  mixture  of  senai- 
bility  and  iiidi<; nation  upon  every  couuteuance  i 
tltese  objects  will  remain  to  the  Iiisl  of  life  upou 
the  mind  of  every  mun  who  was  present.  The 
growing  darkness  ndded  to  the  scenery,  and  the 
whole  marked  a  cliarHCler  of  that  juncture  which 
would  make  one  of  the  line^t  subjects  for  the  pen- 
cil of  a  muster  that  the  field  ever  exhibited.  To 
the  canvas  and  to  the  faithful  page  of  a  more  im< 
porlaut  historian,  gallant  friend !  I  consign  thy 
memory.  There  may  lliy  taleuts,  thy  manly  vir- 
tues, their  progress  and  their  period,  find  due  dis- 
tinction ;  and  long  may  they  survive,  long  atYer 
the  fmil  record  of  my  pen  shall  be  forgolleii !  " 

General  Frnser  was  well  worthy  of  this  eulo- 
gium.  He  was  the  most  popular  officer  of  the  army, 
and  one  of  the  most  efficient.  He  was  one  in  whom 
Burgoyne  reposed  the  most  implicit  confidence, 
Biid  deeply  must  it  have  added  to  hia  gloom  of 
mind  at  this  dark  hour  of  his  forlunes,  to  have 
this  hia  friend  and  couuselor  and  brother  in  arras 
shot  down  at  his  side. 

"  The  retiectio[is  arising  from  these  scenes," 
writes  he,  "  gave  place  to  the  perplexities  of  the 

1  Eiedcael'B  J/emuiVi,  p.  171. 
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nigbt,  A  defeated  army  wns  to  retreat  from  an 
enemy  flushed  with  success,  much  superior  iu 
front,  and  occupying  slning  posts  in  the  country 
behind.  We  were  equally  liable  upon  that  march 
to  be  attacked  in  front,   flank,  or  rear." 

Preparations  had  been  mnde  to  decamp  imme- 
diately after  the  funeral,  and  at  nine  o'clock  at 
nigbt  the  retreat  commenced.  Ltirge  firea  had 
been  lighted,  and  many  tenia  were  left  standing 
to  conceal  the  movemeiit.  The  hospital,  in  which 
were  about  three  hundred  eiek  and  wounded,  was 
abamloned,  as  were  likewise  several  bateaux,  la- 
den with  baggage  and  provisions- 
It  was  a  dismal  relrenl.  The  rain  fell  in  tor- 
rents; the  roiids  were  deep  and  broken,  and  the 
horses  weak  and  half-starveil  from  want  of  forage. 
At  daybreak  there  was  a  halt  to  refresh  the  troops, 
and  give  time  for  the  bateaux  laden  with  provis- 
ion to  come  abreast.  In  three  hours  ihe  march 
was  resumed,  but  before  long  there  was  another 
hall,  to  guard  against  an  American  reconnoitering 
party  which  appeared  in  sight.  When  the  troops 
were  again  about  to  march,  General  Burgoyne 
received  a  message  from  Ludy  Harriet  Acklund, 
exprei>sing  a  wish  to  pass  to  the  American  camp, 
and  ask  permission  from  General  Gates  lo  join 
her  husband.  "  Though  I  was  ready  to  believe," 
writes  Burgoyne,  "  (for  I  bad  experience),  that 
patience  and  fortitude,  in  a  supreme  degree,  were 
to  be  found,  as  well  as  every  other  virtue,  niider 
the  most  lender  forms,  I  was  astonished  at  this 
proposal.  Afler  so  long  an  agitation  of  spirits, 
exhiiusled  not  only  for  want  of  rest,  but  rtbso- 
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lutely  want  of  food,  drenchcct  iti  rain*  for  twelve 
hours  together,  that  a  woman  should  be  capuble 
of  eucli  an  iimlerlaking  as  delivering  liurself  to  the 
enemy,  prububly  in  the  night,  and  uncerlain  of 
what  liHiids  she  might  Urat  tkll  into,  iippeared  aa 
effort  nbove  human  nature.  The  as.sist(LncB  I 
was  enabled  to  give  her  was  small  indeed  ;  I  had 
not  even  a  cup  of  wine  to  offer  her ;  but  I  was 
told  she  bad  found  from  some  kind  and  fortunate 
hand,  a  lillle  rum  and  dirly  water.  All  I  could 
furnish  her  was  an  open  boat,  and  u  few  lines  writ- 
ten upon  dirty  wet  paper,  to  Getiernl  Gutee,  recom- 
mending her  to  his  protection. 

"  Mr.  Brudenell,  the  chaplain  of  the  artillery 
(the  same  gentleman  who  hjid  ufticiated  so  signally 
at  General  Fraser'a  fiirieral),  readily  undertook 
to  accompany  her,  and  with  one  female  servant, 
and  the  major's  valet-de-chambre  (who  had  a,  bull 
which  he  had  received  in  the  late  action  then  ia 
his  shoulder),  she  rowed  down  the  river  to  meet 
the   enemy." 

The  night  was  far  advanced  before  the  boat 
reached  die  American  oulposta.  It  was  clial- 
lenged  by  a  sentinel  wlio  threatened  to  fire  into 
it  should  it  attempt  to  piu^s.  Sir.  Brudenell 
made  known  that  it  was  a  flag  of  truce,  and  stated 
who  was  the  personage  it  brought ;  report  was 
made  to  the  adjulaut-guncral.  Ti-eachery  was 
apprehended,  and  word  was  returned  to  detain 
the  flag  until  daylight.  Lady  Harriet  and  her 
companions  were  allowed  to  land.  Major  Dear- 
born, the  officer  on  guard,  surrendered  his  cham- 
ber in  the  guard-house  to  her  ladyship  ;  bedding 
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WBS  brought,  a  fire  was  made,  tea  waa  served, 
ami  \w:r  miiiil  beiii;;  relieved  by  nssuninces  of  her 
Iiitsband's  safely,  she  waa  enabled  to  puss  a  iiiglit 
of  eamparHtive  coinfort  and  tranquillity.^  She 
proceeded  to  the  American  cerop  iii  the  nioruing, 
when,  Biirgojiie  ntk  now  ledges,  ••  she  wjis  received 
nnil  H(KH>niini)date4l  by  GeiiemI  Gates,  with  all  the 
humanity  and  respect  that  her  rank,  her  merits, 
and  her  fortune  deserved." 

To  resume  the  fortunes  of  the  retreating  army. 
It  rained  terribly  through  the  residue  of  the  9th, 
and  in  consequentie  of  repented  halls,  they  did 
not  reiich  Saratoga  until  evening.  A  detach' 
ment  of  Arneriuaiis  had  arrived  there  before  ibein, 
and  were  throwing  up  intrenchments  on  a  com- 
manding height  at  Fish  Kill.  They  abandoned 
their  work,  forded  the  Hudson,  and  joined  a  force 
under  General  Fellows,  |K»ted  on  the  hills  east 
of  the  river.  The  bridge  over  the  Fish  Kill 
bad  been  destroyed  ;  the  artillery  could  not  cross 
until  the  ford  was  examined.  Exhausted  by  fa- 
tigue, the  men  for  the  most  part  liad  not  strength 
nor  inclioation  to  cut  woikI  nor  make  lire,  but 
threw  themselves  npon  the  wet  ground  in  their 
wet  clothes,  and  slept  under  the  continuing  rwn. 
"  I  was  quite  wet,"  writes  the  Buroness  Rledesel, 
"  aud  was  obliged  to  remain  in  that  condition  fur 
want  of  a  place  to  change  my  apparel.  I  seated 
myself  near  a  fire  and  undresseil  the  children,  and 
we  then  laid  ourselves  upon  some  ulraw," 


1  Tli«  ■talein«nl  h 


J 


I 

I 


BURGOTNE-S  RETREAT.  281 

At  dnyliglit  on  the  lOlh,  ttie  artillery  and  the 
t  last  of  the  troops  passed  the  fords  of  the  Fisli 
Kill,  Hiid  took  »  position  upon  llm  liciglils,  and  in 
the  redoubts  formci-Jy  constructed  there.  To 
protect  the  troops  from  being  ntlacl<ed  in  passing 
the  ford  by  the  Americuns  who  were  npproiich- 
irig,  Burgoyiie  ordered  lire  to  be  set  lu  the  furai- 
liouaes  anil  other  huildings  on  the  south  side  of 
the  Fisb  Kill.  Amongst  the  rest,  the  noble  tnan- 
tion  of  Gerieral  Schuyler,  with  storebouses,  gran- 
Aries,  mills,  and  the  other  appuilenanees  of  u  great 
raral  establishment,  was  entirely  consumed.  Bur- 
goyne  bimaelf  estimtitud  the  Tulue  of  properly 
destroyed  at  leu  thousand  pounds  gieriing.  Tlie 
measure  was  eondetnned  by  friend  eis  well  as  foe, 
but  he  jusiilied  it  on  the  principles  of  self'preser- 

Tbe  force  under  General  Fellows,  posted  on 
tiie  opposite  hills  of  the  Hudson.'notv  opened  » 
Are  from  a  battery  commanding  the  ford  of  that 
liver.  Thus  prevented  from  crossing,  Burgoyne 
lo  retreat  along  ihe  west  side  as  ftir  as 
Fort  George,  on  the  wny  to  Canada,  and  sent 
out  workmen  under  a  strong  escort  Ut  repair  the 
bridges,  and  open  the  road  toward  Fort  Edward. 
The  escort  was  soon  recalled  and  the  work  aban- 
doned ;  for  the  Americans  under  Gates  appeared 
in  great  force,  on  the  heights  south  of  I  he  Fish 
Kill,  and  seemed  preparing  to  cross  and  bring  ou 
fen  engagement. 

The  opposite  shores  of  the  Hudson  were  now 
lined  with  deliicbnienis  of  Americans.  Bateaux 
kdeu  with   provisions,  which    hail    attended  ilie 
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I  of  tlie  army,  were  fin»l  upou,  many 
takeo,  some  retakeD  witli  loss  of  lire.  It  was 
necessary  lo  lunil  Ihe  prurieioos  from  such  as  re- 
tnaiiied,  Hud  bring  ihtra  up  the  bill  iulo  tbe  camp, 
which  was  done  uuder  a  heavy  fire  from  the  Ainer^ 
tcaii  artillery. 

Biirgoyne  called  uow  a  geueral  couacil  of  wnr, 
ill  whicli  it  was  resolved,  since  the  bridges  could 
not  be  repaired,  to  abandon  the  artillery  nod  bog- 
gnge,  let  the  troops  L'arry  a  supply  of  pruvbiona 
upon  their  backs,  push  forward  in  tbe  night,  aud 
force  iheir  way  across  Ibe  forda  at  or  uear  Port 
Edward. 

Before  Ibe  plan  could  be  put  ia  execution, 
scouts  brought  woi'd  that  the  Americaiis  were  iu- 
irenched  opposite  those  fords,  and  eucamped  ia 
force  wiih  cannoD,  on  the  high  ground  belweea 
Fort  Edward  and  Furl  George.  In  fact,  by  this 
time  the  American  army,  augmented  by  militia 
and  volunteers  from  all  quarlen^  bad  ported  itself 
iu  BIroug  pusiiiotis  on  botli  sides  of  the  Hudson, 
M  as  to  extend  three  fuuriba  of  a  cijcle  round 
the  enemy. 

Giving  up  all  further  aiiempt  at  retreat,  Bur- 
goyna  now  fortiSed  bis  camp  on  tbe  heigUta  lo 
tlie  north  of  Fish  Kill,  still  hoping  that  euccor 
might  arrive  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  or  tbat  aa 
attack  upon  hia  trenches  might  give  bim  some 
chance  of  eutliiig  his  way  through. 

In  this  situation  hia  troops  lay  continually  on 
their  arms.  His  camp  was  subjected  to  cannon- 
ading from  Fellows'  batteries  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  Hudson,  Gates'  batteries  on  tbe  south  of 
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Fish  Kill,  Hiul  a  galling  fire  from  Morgan's  rifle- 

Tlie  Buronesa  De  Riedeael  auil  her  helpless  Iit- 
llo  Dues  were  exposed  to  ihe  (]iin}{era  and  horrors 
of  itiie  long  lurrooil.  On  (he  morning  when  the 
attack  was  upeneil.  General  De  Kiedesel  senl  thum 
lo  take  refuge  iu  a  bouMi  in  the  viciiiiiy.  On 
tlieir  way  thillier  the  buronesa  saw  several  men 
on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Huil^^nn,  levi^ling 
their  muakelB  and  abont  to  fire.  Throwing  her 
cliildreii  in  the  back  part  of  the  curriiige  tlie  anx- 
ious mother  endeavored  In  cover  thera  with  her 
body.  The  men  fired;  a  poor  wounded  soldier, 
who  had  sought  shelter  behind  the  carriage,  re- 
ceived a  shot  which  broke  his  arm.  The  baron- 
ess succeeded  \a  getting  to  the  house.  Some 
women  and  crippled  soldiera  had  already  taken 
refuge  there.  It  was  mistaken  I'ur  head -quarters 
iiud  cainionaded.  The  baroneaa  retreated  into  the 
cellar,  laid  herself  in  a  corner  near  the  door  with 
lier  children's  heads  upon  her  knees,  and  passed 
a  sleepless  night  of  mental  anguish. 

In  tlie  morning  the  caimonade  began  anew. 
Cannon  bulls  passed  through  the  house  repeatedly 
with  a  tremendous  noise.  A  poor  soldier,  who  was 
about  to  have  u  leg  amputated,  lost  the  oilier  by 
one  of  these  bails.  Tliu  day  was  passed  among 
such  lioi'rors.  The  wives  of  a  iniijor,  a  lieuten- 
BUt,  and  a  commissary,  wore  her  companions  in 
misery.  "They  sat  together,"  she  says,  "■  deplor- 
ing their  situation,  when  some  one  entered  to  an- 
nounce bad  news."  There  was  whispering  among 
her  cuinpanloua,  with  deep  looks  of  sorrow.     "  I 
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immediHtiity  suspected,"  SKys  abe,  "  that  mj  hus- 
Uinil  hat)  been  kilW.  I  shrieked  nioud."  She 
WH3  eooihcil  bj  oesuraDces  thai  nothing  bad  hap- 
pened to  him ;  and  was  given  to  understand  by  a 
sidelong  glance,  that  the  wife  of  ihe  lieuleuuit 
WHS  the  uuforlunale  one;  her  husband  had  boen 
kUled. 

For  six  dajs,  she  nnd  her  cbildn^u  remuned 
in  thia  dismnl  place  of  rufuge.  Th«  cellar  was 
spacious,  wiib  three  com  part  men  Is,  but  the  uum- 
ber  of  occupuiits  increased.  The  wounded  were 
brought  in  to  be  relieved — or  to  die.  She  re- 
mained with  her  children  near  the  door,  to  escape 
more  eai^ily  in  case  of  tire.  She  put  straw  under 
mattreattes ;  on  these  she  lay  with  her  little  ones, 
and  ber  femnJe  servants  slept  near  ber. 

Her  frequent  dread  was,  that  the  army  might 
be  driven  off  ur  march  away,  and  ebe  be  lefl  be- 
hind- "  I  crept  up  the  staircase,"  says  she,  "  mure 
than  once,  and  when  I  saw  our  soldiers  near  their 
nalclilirea,  I  becatne  tuore  calm,  and  could  even 
have  slept. 

There  was  great  distress  for  water.  The  river 
was  near,  but  the  Araericims  shot  every  one  who 
approHched  it,  A  soldier's  wife  at  length  siim- 
mo[ied  resolution,  and  brought  a  supply.  The 
Americans,"  adds  the  baroness,  **  told  us  after- 
wards, that   they  spared   her  on  accoarU  of  her 


"  I  endeavored,"  continues  she,  "  to  dispel  my 
melancholy,  by  constHnlly  attending  to  the 
wounded.  I  made  tbein  tea  and  cullee,  for  which 
I  received  their  warmest  acknowledgments,  I 
often  shared  my  dinner  with  them." 
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Her  liiiBband  vistteiJ  her  once  or  twice  Jiiily. 
nt  ibe  risk  nf  liis  life.  On  one  occnsioii,  Gen- 
eral Phillips  BccompHnicd  him.  but  waa  overcome 
when  he  ^hw  the  BufferingB  and  danger  b^  which 
this  noble  womnn  and  her  children  vem  siir- 
roiinde<l,  and  of  which  we  have  given  a  very 
wibdued  picture.  "I  would  not  for  ten  thousand 
goineas  see  (liiB  place  again,"  exclaimed  the  gen- 
eral.     *'  I  am  heart-bioken  with   what  I   have 

Burgojne  waa  now  reduced  to  despair.  His 
forces  were  diminished  by  losses,  by  llie  desertion 
of  Canadians  and  royalists,  and  [lie  tnt4d  defec- 
tion of  tbe  Indians ;  and  on  inspection  it  was 
found  llial  the  provisions  on  hand,  even  upon 
ehort  slJon-ance,  would  not  suffice  for  mure  llian 
three  dnyg.  A  conncil  of  war,  llierefore,  was 
called  of  all  the  generals,  field-officers,  and  cap- 
tains commandiMg  troops.  The  delihernlions  were 
brief.  AH  concurred  in  the  necessity  of  opening 
ft  treaty  with  General  Gates,  for  a  surrender  on 
hotiorable  terms.  While  ihey  were  yet  delibera- 
ting, an  eighteen  pound  hall  pasiied  through  the 
tent,  sweeping  across  the  table  round  which  ihey 

Negotiations  were  accnrtlingly  opened  on  the 
13th,  under  sanction  of  a  flag.  Lieutenant  Kings- 
ton, Burgoyne's  adjutant-general,  was  the  hearer 
of  a  note,  proposing  a  cessation  of  hosiiUlies  until 
terms  could  he  adjusted. 

The  first  terms  offered  by  Gales  were  that  tbe 
enemy  should  lay  down  their  arms  within  their 
intrench  men  ts  and  surrender  themselves  nrisoners 
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of  war.  These  were  indigiMally  rejejrted,  with 
sn  iatimatiim  ihal,  if  pt^rsisted  Jn,  boMililies  most 
recommence. 

Counter  proposnls  were  then  tnade  by  General 
Burgoyiie.  nod  fiimlly  nccepled  by  General  Gates. 
According  to  these,  the  British  iroop*  were  to 
march  out  of  the  camp  with  artillery  and  all  the 
hoiion  of  WW,  to  a  fixed  plaee.  where  ihey  were 
to  pile  their  arms  at  a  word  of  command  from 
their  own  officers,  Tliey  wei^  to  be  allowed  a 
free  passage  lo  Europe  upon  oondilion  of  not  serv- 
ing again  in  America,  during  the  present  war. 
The  anny  was  not  to  be  separated,  e^pecialty  the 
men  from  the  oiHcera  :  roll-callin;;  and  other  reg- 
ular duties  were  to  be  permitled;  the  officers 
were  to  be  on  parole,  and  to  wear  their  side-arms. 
All  private  properly  to  be  sacred :  tio  luggage 
to  be  searched  or  molested.  All  persons  appor- 
taining  to  or  following  the  mmp,  whatever  might 
be  their  cimntry,  were  to  be  comprehended  in 
these  terms  of  capitulation. 

Schuyler's  late  secretary.  Colonel  Varick,  who 
was  still  in  camp,  writes  lo  him  on  the  19th: 
"  Burgoyne  says  he  will  send  all  his  general  offi- 
cers lit  ten,  in  the  morning,  to  finish  and  «el(le 
the  business.  This,  I  trust,  will  lie  accomplished 
before  twelve,  luid  then  I  i>1iHll  have  the  honor 
and  happiness  of  congratulating  yon  on  the  glori- 
ona  success  of  our  arms.  I  wish  to  God  I  could 
Bay  under  your  command, 

"  If  you  wish  to  see  Bur^^yne,  you  will  be  ne- 
cessitated lo  see  him  here."  * 

1  Schuyler'B  Faptn. 
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In  llie  night  of  ihe  16lh,  before  the  nriicles 
of  cnpiluktion  had  been  signed,  a  British  officer 
from  liie  nrmy  below  mnde  his  wny  into  llie  comp, 
with  diapntches  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  announ- 
cing that  he  had  coplured  Ihe  forts  in  ihe  High- 
laudn,  and  had  pushed  detachments  further  up  the 
Hudson.  Burgoyiie  now  submitted  to  the  cousid- 
eration  of  his  ollicers,  "whether  it  was  consistent 
wilh  public  fniih,  and  if  so,  expedieni,  to  suspend 
the  execution  of  the  Irentv  niid  Iriiit  to  events." 
His  own  opinion  inclined  in  the  nllirmntive,  but 
the  majority  of  Ihe  council  determined  ihat  the 
public  fiiilh  was  fully  plighted.  The  capiluliition 
was  acoordingly  signed  by  Burgoyne  on  the  17th 
of  October. 

The  BriliHh  nrmy,  at  the  time  of  the  surrender, 
was  reduced  by  capture,  death,  and  desertion, 
from  nine  thousand  to  five  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred  and  fidy-two  men.  That  of  Gules,  regulars 
and  mililiR,  amounted  to  ten  thousand  five  hun- 
dred  and  fifly-four  men  on  dniy  \  between  two  and 
three  thousand  being  on  ihe  sick  list,  or  absent  on 
furlough. 

By  this  cnpilulHliun,  the  Americnns  gained  a 
fine  train  of  artillery,  seven  ihonsHnd  stand  of 
arms,  ami  a  great  quantity  of  clolhing,  lenls,  and 
military  stores  of  all  kinds. 

When  the  British  troops  marched  forth  to  de- 
posit their  arms  at  ihe  appointel  lace  Col  1 
Wilkinson,  the  adjntanl-general,  was  e  o  y 
American  soldier  to  be  seen.  Ga  es  ad  o  He  ed 
his  troops  (o  keep  rigidly  within  he  nes  ha 
they  might  not  add  by  their  pres      e    o     e     u 
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all    Us    onidBct,    daring    l'  —  -  -  - 

■lileti,  anil   Bnrpmte  UnsclC  g 

fiir  aetii^  with  greM  Inn— ilj  and  Gasbanwce.' 

I^lkimon.  in  hit  newm,  ^wibes  ibe  iM 
faceting  of  Gales  and  Burgnjae,  wUck  look  pIvB 
at  the  bcwl  of  the  AaMtiaui  camp.  ThfVj  were 
allended  bjr  their  tUffi  and  by  other  genend  offi- 
cer!. Bnrgofiie  was  in  a  rich  roval  uniform. 
Gsta  in  b  plain  blue  (nxk.  When  the;  bad  ap- 
prnnchet)  ixmrly  irilbin  swiird'!i  length  ihejr  reined 
up  nn'l  hnlitd.  BnrgnjTie,  raising  his  hat  most 
fjvxl'aWj,  sniH :  "The  fortune  of  imr,  Geoertii 
Gales,  hax  mnde  roe  jour  prisoner : "  to  which 
the  other,  returning  his  utliire,  replied.  '- 1  shnll 
bIwuvs  be  readj  to  tesliff  that  it  bus  not  been 
(liroach  any  fiinlt  of  your  Eicellency." 

"  We  [mssed  through  the  American  camp," 
writes  the  already  cited  Hes^iiu)  officer,  "in  which 
all  the  regimeiila  were  drawn  out  beside  the  ar- 
tillery, nrwl  sinod  under  arms.  Nut  one  of  ihem 
WN*  uniformly  clad;  each  had  on  tlie  clolhes 
which  he  wore  in  the  fields,  ihe  church,  or  ihe 
iHvern.  They  stood,  however,  like  soldiers,  well 
nrraiiged,  and  with  a  militHry  air,  in  which  there 
WB*  but  little  to  tind  faiiU  wiih.  All  the  muskets 
hiul  bnycinets,  and  the  sharpshooters  had  rifles. 
Thu  inuu  all   Btoo<l  so  still   that  we  were   filled 

1  "At  III*  Mry  lim«,"  ««y  the  BriliBh  hirtorrans.  "thW 
ll«niir«l  lliiritnyne  w»»  repeivinE  'he  mmt  ftvomble  condi- 
Hoik  Itir  lilinnairiiKl  hln  ruined  unny.  the  fine  nllii);G  or  lawn 
uf  Kmi]iii>,  It  no  v«ry  K™»t  clin(»nce,  was  reducEd  to  aabet, 
■Od  not  ■  llamo  lall  alatidinii- 
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with  tronder.  Not  one  of  them  mnde  & 
motion  us  if  he  would  tifieak  with  his  ite 
Nay  more,  nil   tlio   Inds   [hnt  stood   tliere  ij 


tkud  file,  kiu 


e  had  formed  ao  trim,  »o  eleu- 
I,  that  it  WHS  a  pleasure  to  look 
at  them,  and  we  all  were  surprisud  at  the  sight 
of  such  a  handsome,  well-formed  race'  "la 
all  eHrtiealiieiia,"  adds  he,  "  Euglisli  Aiiiericit  sur- 
passes the  most  of  Kumpe  in  ihe  growth  and 
loolu  of  its  male  popululioa.  The  whole  nation 
has  a.  iiatunil  turn  and  lulent  for  war  and  a  sol- 
He  made  himself  somewhat  merry,  however, 
with  the  equipments  of  the  olGcers.  A  few  wore 
regiinentKla  ;  and  those  fashioned  to  tbeii*  own  no- 
tions as  to  cut  and  color,  helng  provided  by  them- 
wItcs.  Brown  coHts  with  Be»-green  facings,  white 
linings  and  silver  trimmings,  and  gray  coats  in 
abundance,  with  buff  facings  and  eiil1i<,  and  gilt 
buttons  i  in  short,  every  variety  of  pattern. 

The  bi'igadiers  and  generals  wore  uniforms  and 
belts  which  designated  their  rank;  hut  most  of 
the  colonels  and  other  officers  were  in  their  ordi- 
nary clothes ;  a  musket  and  bayonet  in  hand,  aud 
a  cnrtridge-bux  or  powder-honi  over  the  slmulder. 
But  what  esjiecially  amused  him  was  the  variety  of 
nocoillh  wigs  worn  by  the  officers,  the  lingerings 
of  an  uncouth  finshion. 

Most  of  tlie  troops  thus  noticed  were  the  hasti- 
ly levied  militia,  Ihe  yeomanry  of  the  country, 
"  There  were  regular  regiments  also,"  he  said, 
"  which,  for  want  of  lime  and  cloth,  were  not  yet 

'  Britfe  <ivt  Nai  EnglanL     Sehliker'*  Brie/atciatl. 


LtFZ  or  wdtaiKGTOir. 


uirial  ligwifaTJon 

I  my,  ta  Ike  oedh  of  the  bmbit^ 

'  I  be,  -  lb*!  not  a  nui  was  lo 
be  IcNnd  iberrin  wbr>,  M  we  )n*rdwid  b;,  nwide 
even  *mga  DTbuniiag,  insaltiiig  exnliaiitm,  hatred, 
or  any  utber  evil  reeling!  on  ibe  eootruy,  thejr 
aeeateal  as  lliongh  ibej  vMikl  ralber  do  ns  honor. 
Am  we  marchM)  bj  the  great  tent  of  General 
Gates,  he  iiivited  in  the  brigadiers  aud  comman- 
ders of  regimeuls,  and  rarious  fefnahmetits  were 
•et  before  ibetn.  Gates  is  between  &hj  and  sixty 
jrean  of  age ;  weare  his  own  (hii)  graj  hair ;  is 
active  and  friendly,  and  on  aucounl  of  llie  weak- 
ness of  his  eyes,  coiuitantlj  wears  spectacles.  At 
bead-qaarters  we  met  nuiuy  officers,  who  treated 
lu  with  all  p04»ible  politeness-" 

We  now  give  anoiher  page  of  the  Baroness  De 
Biedesei's  fortunes,  at  this  tin>e  of  ^e  surrender. 
"  My  husband's  grooni  brought  me  a  message  lo 
join  liiin  with  the  children.  I  once  more  seated 
myselliu  my  dear  culasb,  and  while  riding  tbrongh 
the  Americun  cainp  was  gmtilit<d  to  observe  that 
nobody  looked  ai  us  with  disrespect,  but,  on  tbe 
contrary,  greeted  us,  and  seemed  touched  at  ibe 
sight  of  B  captive  mother  with  her  children.  I 
must  CHtidtdly  confess  tlmt  I  did  not  present  my- 
telf,  though  HO  situated,  with  much  courage  lo  the 
enemy,  for  the  thing  was  entirely  new  to  me. 
When  I  drew  near  ttie  tents,  a  goud-luuking  man 
advanced  towards  me,  and  helping  the  children 
Irum  the  calush,  kissed  and  caressed  Uiein :  he  then 
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offered  me  hia  arm,  and  tears  trembled  iu  hie  eyes. 
'  You  tremble,'  sttid  he ;  ■  ila  not  be  alarmed,  I 
pray  you.'  '  Sir,' cried  I,  'a  countenance  e 
preagive  of  benevolence,  and  the  kiodiiew 
have  evinced  towards  iny  cliildren,  are  Bullicieiil 
to  dispel  all  apprehetisions.'  He  tben  ushered  rue 
inlo  the  lent  of  General  Gales,  trhom  I  found 
gaged  in  friendly  conversation  with  generals  Bur- 
goyue  aud  Phillips,  General  Burguyne  snid  to 
me,  '  Tou  can  now  be  quiet,  and  freu  from  all  ap- 
prehension of  diuiger.'  I  replied  tliat  I  sliould 
indeed  he  reprehensible,  if  I  felt  any  anxiety,  when 
our  general  felt  none,  and  was  ou  sucli  friendly 
terma  with  General  Gales. 

"  All  the  generals  remained  to  dine  with  Gren- 
erel  Galea.  The  gentleman  who  had  received 
me  with  fo  much  kindness,  came  and  said  (o  me^ 
'  You  may  find  it  eaibarrassiog  tn  be  the  only 
lady  in  such  a  large  company  of  gentlemen;  will 
you  come  with  your  children  to  my  lenl,  and  par- 
take of  a  frugal  dinner,  offered  willi  the  beet 
will ? '  'By  the  kindnesa  you  show  lo  me,'  re- 
turned I,  ■  you  induce  me  to  believe  that  you  have 
a  wife  and  children.'  He  informed  me  that  he 
was  General  Schuyler.  He  regaled  me  with 
smoked  tongues,  which  were  excellent,  with  beef- 
steaks, potatoes,  fresh  butter  and  bread-  Never 
did  A  dinner  give  me  more  pleasure  llian  this,  and 
1  read  the  same  happy  chaiige  on  the  counlenancee 
of  all  those  around  me.  That  my  husband  was 
out  of  danger,  was  a  still  greater  joy.  After  dinner, 
General  Schuyler  begged  me  to  pay  him  a  visit 
at  Lis  house  at  Albany,  where  be  expected  that 
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General  Burgoyno  would  also  be  his  guest.  I 
sent  to  ask  my  husband's  direciions,  who  advised 
me  to  accept  the  invitation."  The  reception  which 
she  met  witb  at  Albany,  from  Greneral  Schuyler's 
wire  and  daughters,  was  not,  sho  said,  like  the  re- 
ception orenemies,  but  of  the  most  intimate  friends. 
"They  loaded  us  with  kindness."  writes  she,  "uid 
they  behaved  in  the  same  manner  towards  Gen- 
eral Burgoyoe,  tliongb  he  liail  ordered  tbeir  splen- 
did establishment  to  be  bunit,  and  without  any  ne- 
cessity, it  was  said.  But  ail  tbeir  actions  proveil. 
that  in  the  sight  of  the  misfortunes  of  others  tbey 
quickly  forgot  their  own."  It  was,  in  fact,  the  lot 
of  Bnrgoyne  to  have  coals  of  fire  heaped  on  his  bead 
by  those  with  whom  he  bad  been  at  enmity.  One 
of  the  first  persona  whom  be  had  encountered  in 
the  Ameriukn  camp  was  General  Schuyler.  He 
attempted  to  make  some  explanation  or  excuse 
about  the  recent  destruction  of  his  property. 
Schuyler  begged  bim  not  to  think  of  it,  as  the  oc- 
casion justified  it,  acconling  to  the  principles  and 

•'  He  did  more,"  said  Burgoyne,  in  a  speech  be- 
fore the  House  of  Commons  :  "  be  sent  an  ai<l-de- 
camp  lo  conduct  me  to  Albany ;  in  order,  as  ho 
expressed  it,  to  procure  better  quarters  than  a 
stranger  might  be  able  to  find.  That  gentleman 
conducted  me  lo  a  very  elegant  house,  and,  lo  my 
great  surprise,  presented  me  to  Mrs.  Schuyler  and 
her  family.  In  that  house  1  remained  during  my 
whole  stay  in  Albany,  with  a  table  of  more  than 
twenty  covers  for  me  and  my  friends,  and  every 
other  demonstratioD  of  hospitality." 


«^^^ 


^t4i. 
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Tbis  was  indeed  realizing  I  lie  vnunted  courtesy 
Biid  maguBnimity  of  the  age  of  cliivalry. 

The  surrender  of  Bur^oyne  waa  soon  foHuwed 
by  the  evacuation  of  Ticoiideroga  and  Fort  Inde- 
pendence, the  garrisona  retiring  to  the  Isle  Aux 
Noix  and  St  John's.  As  to  the  armament  on  the 
Hudson,  the  coinraanders  whom  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton had  lefl  iu  charge  of  it,  received,  in  the  midst 
of  (heir  deaoiaiing  career,  the  astounding  intelli- 
gence of  the  capture  of  the  nrmy  with  which  they 
lind  come  to  cooperate.  Nothing  remaitied  for 
them,  therefore,  but  lo  drop  down  the  river  and 
return  to  New  York. 

The  whole  expedition,  though  it  had  effected 
much  damage  to  the  Americans,  failed  la  be  of 
essenlial  service  to  the  royal  cause.  The  fortresses 
in  the  Highlands  could  not  be  mniutaiiied,  and 
had  been  evacuated  and  destroyed,  and  the  plunder- 
ing and  burning  of  derenselens  towns  and  villages, 
and  especially  the  conflagration  of  Esopus,  had 
given  lo  the  whole  enterprise  the  character  of  a 
maraud,  disgraceful  in  civilized  warfare,  and  cal- 
culated only  to  inflame  more  deadly  enmity  and 
determined  opposition. 


NOTE. 

The  resdvr  mlf  deaire  to  know  Uie  s«que1  of  Lady  HsTriet 
Ackliod's  romaatic  story.  Her  huebBiid  recoversd  tiom  hii 
woundi,  and  tbey  returned  ingotlin'  lo  EngUod.  Major  A.?k- 
land  retaiaed  a  grateful  Eenee  of  Uie  kind  Ireitmetit  ibey  had 
experieni^d  tnira  the  Americatm.  Al  a  dinner  party  he  had 
Karni  words  with  another  British  oRIcer,  who  queaCioned  the 
Ameriean  cbander  for  courage.   A  dnel  eoioed,  in  whidi  tha 
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AVING  given  the  cataslrophe  of  tlie 
II  from  llie  Norlh,  we  will 
o  lliat  part  of  tlie  year's  oampnign 
wliicli  Vina  puHsiug  iintler  the  inimedLiitt]  eye  of 
Washington.  We  left  hiin  encnmped  at  Pott's 
Grove  townrds  the  end  of  September,  giving  his 
troops  a  f«w  dHys"  repose  after  their  severe  fatigues. 
Being  rejoined  by  Wayne  and  Smallwood  with 
tbeir  brigades,  nnd  other  troops  being  Hi-rived  from 
Ibe  Jersey?,  his  force  nmoiinted  to  about  eight 
thousand  Contitieiitnid  and  three  thousand  miliiia; 
with  these  he  advanced,  on  the  30lh  of  September, 
Xa  SkippHck  Creek,  about  fourteeu  miles  from 
Germantowii,  where  the  main  body  of  the  British 
army  lay  eneatnped,  a  detachment  under  Coi'ii- 
wallis  occupying  Pliiladelphin. 

Immediidely  after  the  battle  of  Brandywine, 
Admiral  Lord  Hi)W«  wilh  great  exertions  had 
Bucce«(Ie<l  in  getting  hia  ships  of  war  and  trangporia 
round  from  the  Chesapeake  into  the  Delaware 
and  had  anchored  them  along  (he  weslern  i>liore 
from    Rfcdy  Island  to    Newcastle.     They   were 


UFE  or  WAiBISGTOX, 


red  in  ibe  ri*w. 
TV  lomM  of  tfaoe  were  mi  Bilim-sport  (or 
Bjtilui**^  Paint).  vba«  cbevMix-de-frbe  in  Ibe 
db&nticl  of  tlie  rJTer  werv  protccwO  bj  «  stnmg 
ndoubt  on  the  Jeney  Bhore.  Higher  op  were 
F«n  Mifflin  on  Mai  (or  ^on)  bUnd.  aid  Fort 
Sltncr  OD  the  Jersejr  »hore ;  wkb  riMvavx-dft- 
rri*e  tietween  them.  WttsluDguai  bud  exened 
hiniwir  to  throw  s  gBTnwn  ibIo  Fort  Uiffln,  and 
k(«p  up  the  obstractiotis  of  the  river.  -  If  tbeae 
ou)  be  mHiotained,''  aatd  be.  '^  GeneraJ  Howtfa 
situation  will  not  be  the  maet  agneaUe ;  br  if  hi* 
Hupplies  can  be  elof^ied  by  water,  it  may  atailj  be 
done  by  land.  To  do  boib  shall  fa«  iny  utmost 
eodeavor ;  and  I  am  not  without  hope  that  the 
acquisition  of  Philadelphia  may,  instead  of  bn 
good  Tortune,  prove  his  ruin."  i 

Sir  William  Howe  was  perfectly  aware  of  this, 
and  tuul  concerted  operations  with  hts  brother  by 
land  and  water,  lo  ivdiice  the  forts  and  clear  away 
the  obetrnciions  uf  ihe  ri*er.  With  this  view  be 
detached  a  pnrt  of  his  force  into  ibe  Jerseys,  lo 
proceed,  in  the  first  ioatance,  against  the  fortifi- 
cations at  BillingHporL 

Wa'thiiigion  tmd  been  for  some  days  anxiously 
on  the  lookput  for  some  opporliinity  lo  strike  a 
blow  of  consequence,  when  iwo  inicroepied  letters 
gave  him  inlelligetice  of  ihU  inorcmeDL  Ue  im- 
mediately det«nnined  to  make  au  attack  upon  the 
Britiali  (sitnp  at  Germnnlown,  while  weakened  by 
the  absence  of  this  detdclimenl.     To  understand 

>  Lallet  lo  the  Pruident  of  Coagnsi.    Spukc  t,  TI. 


DESCRIPTION   OF  GSRMANTOWN.      297 

(he  plau  of  tbe  attack,  some  descrlpiion  of  the 
British  place  of  encampment  is  necessary. 

Germaiitown,  at  that  time,  was  little  more  than 
one  coutiiiued  sireeC.  esteuding  tivo  miles  north 
and  Boulh.  The  hoiiaea  were  moslly  of  stone,  low 
and  BubKlanlJBJ,  with  steep  roofs  and  protecting 
eaves.  They  stood  apart  from  each  other,  with 
fruit  trees  in  front  and  small  gardens.  Beyond 
the  village,  and  about  a  hundred  yanlB  ensi  of  the 
road,  stood  a  spacious  stone  edifice,  wiih  oma- 
metited  grounds,  statues,  groves,  aud  shrubbery, 
the  country-sent  of  Benjamin  Chew,  chief  justice 
of  Pennsylvania  previous  to  the  Revolution:  we 
shall  have  more  to  say  concerning  this  mansion 
prefenlly. 

Four  roads  approached  the  village  from  above ; 
that  is,  from  the  north.  The  Sliippack,  which 
WHS  the  main  road,  led  over  Chestnut  Hill  and 
Mount  Airy  down  to  and  through  llie  villnge  to- 
ward Fhilndelpbin,  forming  the  street  of  which 
we  have  just  spoken.  On  its  right,  and  nearly 
parallel,  was  tlie  Monalawny  or  Rid^e  road,  pass* 
iug  near  the  Schuylkill,  and  entering  tbe  main 
road  below  the  village. 

On  the  left  of  the  Skippack  or  main  road,  was 
the  Limekiln  road,  running  nearly  parallel  to  it  for 
a  time,  and  then  turning  towards  it.  almost  at 
right  angles,  so  as  to  enter  the  village  at  the 
market-place.  Still  farther  to  the  left  or  east, 
and  outside  of  all,  was  the  Old  York  road,  falling 
into  the  main  road  some  distance  below  tbe  village. 

The  main  body  of  the  British  forces  lay  en- 
camped  across    the    lower    part   of  the    village. 
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divided  into  almosl  equal  parts  bj'  the  main  street 
nr  Skippack  road.  The  right  wing,  oominanded 
bj  Genera]  Grant,  was  lo  ibe  east  of  tlie  road, 
the  left  wing  to  the  west.  Each  winp  was  covered 
by  strong  detachments,  and  guarded  by  cavalry. 
General  Howe  had  his  head -quarters  in  the  rear. 

The  advance  of  the  army,  composed  of  ibe  2d 
battalioo  of  British  light  infantry,  with  a  IraiD  of 
artillery,  was  more  than  two  miles  from  (he  main 
body,  on  the  west  of  ihe  road,  with  an  outlying 
picket  stationed  with  two  eix-ponndere  at  Allen's 
house  on  Moimt  Airy.  About  three  quartei^  of 
a  mile  in  the  rear  of  the  light  inhinlry.  lay  eu- 
camped  iii  a  field  oppoeite  "  Ciiew's  House,"  the 
40ih  regimerjl  of  infantry,  under  Colonel  Mua- 
grave. 

Accoi-diag  to  Washington's  plan  for  the  atUick, 
Sullivan  was  to  command  the  right  wing,  com- 
posed of  his  own  division,  principally  Maryland 
troops,  and  the  divisicm  of  General  Wayne.  Ho 
was  to  be  sustained  by  a  cor^  dt  metve,  un- 
der Lord  Stirling,  composed  of  Nash's  North 
Carolina  and  Maxwell's  Virginia  brigades,  and 
to  be  flanked  by  the  brigade  of  General  Conway. 
He  was  to  march  down  the  Skippack  road  and 
attack  the  left  wing ;  at  the  same  tjme  General 
Armstrong,  with  the  Pennsylvania  militia,  was  lo 
pass  down  the  Monatawny  or  Kidge  road,  and 
get  upon  the  enemy's  left  and  rear. 

Greene  with  the  ieil  wing,  comfused  of  his 
own  division  and  the  division  of  General  Ste- 
phen, and  flanked  hy  McDongEtfl's  brigade,  was 
to  march  down  the  Limekiln  rood,  so  as  to  enter 
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the  village  at  the  market-bouse.  The  two  divU- 
iona  were  to  attack  the  eDemy's  right  wing  in 
froDC,  McDougiUl  with  his  brigade  to  attack  it  in 
fUok,  while  Saiallwood'B  division  of  Marvland 
militia  and  Forman's  Jersej  brigade,  making  a 
circuit  by  the  Old  York  road,  were  to  atrack  it 
in  the  rear.  Two  thirds  of  the  forces  were  thuB 
directed  against  the  enemy's  right  wing,  under 
the  idea  that,  if  it  could  be  forced,  the  whole 
army  must  be  pushed  into  tlie  Schuylkill,  or 
compelled  to  surrender.  The  attack  wu«  to 
begin  on  all  quarters  at  daybreak.' 

About  dusk,  on  the  8d  of  October,  the  army 
left  its  encampment  at  Matuchen  Hills,  by  its 
different  routes.  WnHhington  acconipatiied  the 
right  wiug.  It  had  fifteen  miles  of  weary  march 
to  make  over  rough  roads,  so  that  it  was  alter 
daybreak  when  the  troops  emerged  from  the 
woods  on  Chestnut  Hilt.  The  morning  was 
dark  with  a  lienvy  fog.  A  detachment  advanced 
to  attack  the  enemy's  out-picket,  stationed  at 
Allen's  liou»>e.  The  patrol  was  led  by  Captain 
Allen  McLane,  a  brave  Maryland  officer,  well 
acquainted  with  the  ground,  and  with  the  position 
of  the  enemy.  He  fell  in  with  double  sentries, 
whom  he  killed  with  the  loss  of  one  man.  'llie 
alarm,  however,  was  given ;  the  distant  roll  of 
a  drum  and  the  call  to  arms,  resounded  through 
the  murky  air.  The  picket  guard,  after  discharg- 
ing their  two  sin -pounders,  were  routed,  and  re- 
treated down  the  south  side  of  Mount  Airy  to 

gtoQ   to  tho  Pre>i. 
in  I'leniduit  o!  New 
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the  ballalioD  of  light  infantry  who  were  formii^ 
in  onler  of  battle.  As  their  pursuers  descended 
into  the  valley,  the  sun  rose,  but  was  soon  ob- 
scured. Wayne  led  the  attack  upon  the  light 
infuutry.  "They  broke  at  first,"  wriiea  he, 
"  without  wailing  to  receive  tift,  but  soon  formed 
Bgain,  when  u  heavy  and  well-directed  fire  took 
place  on  Ixith  sides." 

They  again  gave  way,  but  being  supported  by 
the  grenadiers,  returned  to  the  charge.  Snlli- 
vaii's  division  and  Contcay's  hrigaile  formed  on 
the  weal  of  the  road,  and  joioeil  in  ibe  attack ; 
the  rest  of  the  troops  were  too  far  to  the  norlb 
to  render  any  assistance.  The  infantry,  after 
Rghting  bravely  for  a  time,  broke  and  ran,  leav- 
ing their  artillery  behind.  They  were  hotly  pur- 
sued by  Wayne.  His  troops  remembered  the 
bloD<ly  20th  of  September,  and  the  ruthless 
slaughter  of  their  comrades.  "They  pushed  on 
wiih  the  bayonet,"  says  Wayne,  "  and  took  am- 
ple vengeance  for  that  night's  work."  The  ofii- 
cera  endeavored  to  restrain  tlieir  fiiry  towards 
ihoBO  who  cried  for  mercy,  but  to  little  puqjose. 
It  was  a  terrible  meliSe.  The  fog,  together  with 
the  smoke  of  the  cannonry  and  musketry,  made  it 
almost  as  dark  as  night;  our  people  mistaking 
one  another  for  the  enemy,  frequently  exchanged 
shots  before  they  discoveretl  their  error.  The 
whole  of  the  enemy's  advance  were  driven  from 
their  camping  ground,  leaving  their  tents  stand- 
ing, with  all  their  baggage.  Colonel  SIuHgrave, 
with  six  companies  of  the  40th  regimeut,  threw 
himself  into  Chew's  House,  barricaded  the  doors 
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and  lower  windows,  and  took  post  above  stairs ; 
the  tnain  torrent  of  the  retreat  passed  by  pur- 
Rued  b;  Wa^'iie  into  tlie  village. 

As  the  residue  of  this  division  of  the  army 
came  up  to  join  id  the  pursuit,  Masgrave  and 
his  men  oi)ened  a  fire  of  musketry  upon  tbem 
from  the  upper  windows  of  bia  citadel.  This 
brought  them  to  a  halt.  Some  of  the  offiwirs 
were  for  pushing  on  ;  but  General  Kiios  stoutly 
objected,  insisting  on  the  old  military  maxim, 
never  to  leave  a  garrisoned  caslle  in  the  rear. 

His  objection  unluckily  prevailed.  A  (lag  was 
sent  with  a.  summons  to  surrender.  A  youug 
Virginian,  Lieutenant  Smith,  volunteered  to  be 
the  bearer.  As  he  wa«  advancing,  lie  was  fired 
upon  and  received  a  mortal  wound.  This  hoase 
was  now  cannonaded,  but  the  artillery  was  too 
light  to  have  the  desired  effect.  An  attempt  was 
made  Co  set  fire  Co  the  basemcuL  lie  who  at- 
tempted it  w.ia  shot  dead  from  a  gnited  cellar 
window.  Half  an  hour  was  thus  spent  in  vain  ; 
scarce  any  of  tlie  defenders  of  the  house  were 
injured,  though  many  of  the  assailants  wore  slain. 
At  length  a  regiment  was  left  to  keep  guard 
upon  the  mansion  and  hold  its  garrison  in  check, 
and  the  rear  division  again  pressed  forward. 

This  half  hour's  delay,  however,  of  one  half 
of  the  army,  disconcerted  the  action.  The  divis- 
ions and  brigades  thus  separated  from  each  other 
by  the  skirmishing  attack  upon  Chew's  House, 
oould  not  be  reunited.  The  fog  and  smoke  ren- 
dered all  objects  indistinct  at  tliirty  yards'  dis- 
tance J    the  different    parts  of  the   army  knew 
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nothing  of  the  posilion  or  moTements  of  each 
other,  Hnd  the  comniatider-iD -chief  could  take  no 
view  nor  giiin  any  information  of  the  situation 
of  the  whole.  The  original  plitn  of  attnuk  was 
only  effecUvely  carried  uito  opemtion  in  the  cen- 
tre. Tlie  flanks  and  rear  of  the  cnenj  were 
nearly  numolested ;  still  tlJB  action,  though  dis- 
connected, irregular  and  partial,  waa  aiiituated  in 
varioiiB  quiirters.  Sullivan,  l>eing  reinforced  by 
Nosh's  North  dirolina  troops  and  Conway's  brig- 
ade, pushed  on  u  mile  beyond  Chew's  Honse, 
whfre  the  left  wing  of  the  enemy  gave  way  be- 
fore him. 

Greene  and  Stephen,  with  their  divisions, 
having  had  to  make  a  circuit,  were  late  in  com- 
ing into  action,  and  became  separated  from  each 
other,  part  of  Stephen's  division  being  arrested 
by  a  heavy  fire  from  Chew's  tlouse  and  pausing 
to  rBtnm  it ;  Greene,  however,  with  his  division, 
comprising  the  brigades  of  Muhlenberg  and  Scott, 
pressed  rapidly  forward,  drove  an  advance  reg- 
iment of  light  in&nlry  before  liim,  took  n  num- 
ber of  prisoners,  and  made  his  way  qnite  to  the 
market-house  in  the  centre  of  the  village,  where 
he  encountered  the  right  wing  of  the  British 
drawn  up  to  receive  him.  The  impetuosity  of 
his  attack  hnd  an  evident  effect  upon  the  enemy, 
who  began  to  waver.  Forman  and  Smallwood, 
with  the  Jersey  and  Maryland  militia,  were  just 
showing  themselves  ou  the  right  flunk  of  the  en- 
emy, and  our  troops  seemed  on  the  {loint  of  car- 
rying the  whole  encampment.  At  Ibis  a 
singular  paniu  seized  onr  army.     Various  < 
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are  assigned  for  it.  Sullivan  uUeges  that  his 
troopa  had  expended  all  their  cartridges,  and 
were  alarmed  by  geeiog  the  enemy  gathering  on 
their  left,  and  by  the  cry  of  a  light  horse- 
man,  that  the  enemy  were  getting  roimd  them. 
Wayne's  divi^JOD,  which  had  pushed  the  enemy 
three  miles,  was  alarmed  by  the  approach  of  a 
large  body  of  American  troops  on  its  left  flank, 
which  it  mistook  for  tbes,  and  fell  back  in  defi- 
ance of  every  effort  of  its  officers  to  rally  it. 
In  its  retreat  it  came  upon  Stephen's  division  and 
throw  it  into  a  panic,  being,  in  its  turn,  mistaken 
for  the  enemy ;  tliua  all  fell  into  confusion,  and 
our  army  fled  from  their  own  victory. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  enemy  having  recovered 
from  the  first  effects  of  the  surprise,  advanced  in 
tieir  tm-n.  General  Grey  brought  up  the  left 
wiug,  and  pressed  upon  the  Americsn  iroopa  as 
they  recede<I,  Lord  Cornwallis,  with  a  sijuadron 
of  light  horse  from  Philadelphia,  arrived  just  in 
time  Co  join  in  the  pursuit. 

The  retreat  of  the  Americaas  was  attended 
with  less  loss  than  might  have  been  expected,  and 
they  carried  off  all  their  cannon  and  wounded. 
This  was  partly  owing  to  the  good  geueralsiiip  of 
Greene,  in  keeping  np  a  retreating  fight  with  the 
enemy  for  nearly  five  miles ;  and  partly  to  a  check 
given  by  Wayne,  who  turned  his  cannon  upon 
the  enemy  from  an  eminence,  near  Wliite  Marsh 
Church,  and  brought  tliem  to  a  stand.  The  re- 
treat continued  through  the  day  to  Perkiomen 
Creek,  a  distance  of  twenty  miles. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  in  this  action  is  stated 
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by  them  to  be  Beventy-one  killed,  four  bunilred 
mid  fifieen  wounded,  and  foarteen  missing  ;  among 
the  kiUeil  waa  lirigadier-geueraJ  Agcew.  The 
American  loss  was  one  hundred  and  fiAy  killed 
five  hundred  and  twenty-one  wounded,  and  about 
four  hiiodred  taken  prisoners.  Among  the  killed 
was  General  Na«h  of  North  Carolina.  Among 
the  prisoners  was  Colonel  Matthews  of  Virginia, 
who  commanded  a  Virginia  regiment  in  the  left 
wing.  Moat  of  his  ofScers  and  men  were  killed 
or  wounded  in  fighting  bravely  near  the  market- 
house,  and  he  himself  received  sevend  bayonet 
wounds. 

Speaking  of  Washington's  conducl.  amidst  the 
perplexities  of  this  confused  battle.  General  Sul- 
livan writes,  "  I  saw,  with  great  concern,  our 
brave  commander-in-chief  exposing  himself  to  the 
hottest  lire  of  the  enemy,  in  such  a  manner,  that 
regnni  for  tny  country  obliged  me  to  ride  to  him, 
and  beg  him  to  retire,  lie,  to  gratify  me  and 
Bome  others,  withdrew  to  a  small  distance,  but  his 
anxiety  for  the  fate  of  the  day  soon  brought  him 
up  a^in,  where  he  remained  till  our  troops  had 
retreated." 

The  sudden  retreat  of  the  army  gave  him  sor- 
priae,  ch»grin,  and  mortification.  "  Every  ac- 
count," said  he,  subsequently,  in  a  letter  to  the 
President  of  Congress,  "confirms  the  opinion  1  at 
first  entertained,  that  our  troops  retreated  at  the 
instant  when  victory  was  declaring  herself  in  our 
&vor.  The  tumult,  disorder,  and  even  despair, 
which,  it  seems,  had  taken  place  in  the  British 
army,  were  scarcely  to  be  paralleled  j  and,  it  is 
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Bald,  so  strongly  (tid  tlie  ifjeaa  of  a  relrtat  prevail, 
that  Chester  nas  fixe<l  on  for  their  rendezvous. 
1  can  discover  no  other  cause  for  not  improving 
thia  happy  opportunity,  than  the  eictreme  haziness 
of  the  weitther." 

So  also  Captain  Heth  of  Virginia,  who  vas  in 
the  action:  "What  makes  this  inglorious  flight 
more  grating  to  us  is.  that  wc  know  the  enemy 
had  orders  to  retreiit,  and  rendezvous  at  Chester ; 
and  that  upwards  of  two  thousand  Hessians  bad 
actually  crossed  the  Schnylkill  for  that  purpose ; 
that  the  tones  were  in  titc  utmost  distress,  and 
moving  out  of  the  city ;  that  our  friends  confined 
in  the  new  jail  made  it  ring  with  shouts  of  joy ; 
that  we  possetl.  in  pursuing  them,  upwards  of 
twenty  pieces  of  cannon,  their  tents  standing  filled 
with  their  choicest  luggage ;  in  fine,  everything 
was  as  we  could  wish,  when  the  above  flight  took 
place."  ' 

No  one  was  more  annoyed  than  Wayne.  "  For- 
tune smileil  on  u3  for  full  three  hours,"  writes  he, 
"  the  enemy  were  broke,  disjwrsed,  and  flying  in 
all  quarters  —  we  were  in  possession  of  iheir  whole 
encampment,  together  with  their  artillery  park, 
etc,  etc.  A  mnd-miB  attack  was  made  upon  a 
house  into  which  sii  light  companies  had  thrown 
themselves,  to  avoid  our  bayonets.  Our  troops 
were  deceived  by  this  attadt,  thinking  it  some- 
thing formidable.  They  fell  hack  to  assist,  — 
the  enemy  believing  it  to  be  a  retreat,  followed, — 
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D  eaneA,  sad  wb  no  *m%y  from  ibe  amis 
tS  ntUrj  open  to  noetve  ds." 

In  taCL,  a»  ha*  jncUy  been  otweired  by  an  ex- 
perienoed  officer,  the  plan  of  attack  itm  ioo  widelj 
exiendei]  for  strict  concert,  and  too  oomplioated 
for  precue  cooperation,  as  it  had  to  be  condncied 
in  the  night,  aod  with  a  large  proportion  of  nndii- 
dpliiieil  tnilitia;  and  jeU  a  bewildering  fog  alone 
appe&TB  to  have  prevented  its  complete  BuofeM. 

But  althoa^  the  Americans  were  balked  of 
the  victory,  which  seemeil  within  their  grasp,  the 
impresiion  made  by  the  andacily  of  this  attempt 
upon  Gerraantown,  was  greater,  we  are  told,  than 
that  cuQsed  by  any  single  incident  of  the  war 
after  LesingtoQ  and  Bunker's  Hill.' 

A  British  military  historian,  a  contemporary, 
observes :  "  In  this  action  the  Americans  acted 
U[Hin  the  offensive  ;  and  though  repulsed  with  loss, 
showed  themselves  a  formiJable  adversary,  capa- 
ble of  charging  with  resolution  and  retreating 
with  gnod  order.  The  hope,  therefore,  enter- 
tained from  the  effect  of  any  action  with  ihem  as 
decisive,  and  likely  to  put  a  sjieedy  terminaUon 
to  tlu!  war,  was  exceedingly  abated."  * 

Tile  ImtLle  had  its  effect  also  in  France.  The 
Count  De  Vergennes  observed  to  the  American 
commiwiirtiors  in  Paris  on  iheir  lirst  interview, 
thnl  nothing  struck  him  so  much  as  Genera] 
Wa«hiiigton"8  attacking  and  giving  battle  to  Gen- 
orjit  Howe's  army ;  that  to  bring  an  army  r^sed 
within  ft  year  to  this  pass  promised  everything. 

1  RmiI'i  Mmiin,  vol.  i.  p.  3IU. 
■  Civil  War  •■  Amtrica,  i-  a6n. 
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The  eSect  on  the  army  itself  nui;  be  judged 
from  letters  written  at  the  time  by  officers  to  their 

friends.  '■  Though  we  gave  nway  a  complete  vic- 
tory," writes  one,  "  we  have  learnt  this  valuable 
truth,  that  we  are  able  to  beat  them  by  vigorous 
exertion,  and  that  we  are  far  superior  iu  point  of 
swiftness.  We  are  iu  high  sjiirila ;  every  action 
gives  our  troops  fresh  vigor,  and  a  greater  opin- 
ion of  their  own  strength.  Another  bout  or  two 
must  make  the  situation  of  the  enemy  very  disa- 
greeable." ' 

Another  writes  to  hia  father :  "  For  my  own 
part,  I  am  bo  fully  convinced  of  the  justice  of  the 
cause  in  which  we  are  couteuding,  and  that  Prov- 
idence, in  its  own  good  time,  will  succeed  and 
bless  it,  that,  were  1  to  see  twelve  of  the  United 
Stales  overrun  by  our  cruel  invaders.  I  should 
stilt  believe  tlie  thirteenth  would  not  only  save  it- 
self, but  also  work  out  the  deliverance  of  the 
Others."  ' 


to  Col.  Li 


I,  by  Joaiah  QaiDcy,  p.  i. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

Washinumn  at  While  Minh.  — MeMUres  to  cut  off  the  En- 
tin.T't  SuppliM.  —  The  Fort*  im  tht  Delaware  reinrorced. 
-  Colonel  Greene  of  Rhode  Iiliod  >l  Fon  Mercer.  —At- 
tack and  Defense  of  thai  Fort.  —  DeiLh  of  Cnonl  Donop. 

P»raASHrNGTON  remained  a  few  days  at 
^w'KSh    I'crkioiiitiii  Creek,  to  give  his  tinnj  lirae 

iucideiit  10  a  retreat.  Having  lieen  rtiinfort^d  by 
the  arrival  of  twelve  hundred  Rhode  Island  troops 
from  Feekskill,  under  General  Vamum,  and  nearly 
a  thousand  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Pennsylvania 
troops,  he  gradually  drew  nearer  to  Philadelphia, 
and  took  a  strong  position  at  While  Marsh,  within 
fourteen  miles  of  that  city.  By  a  resolutioD  of 
CougresB,  all  persona  taken  within  thirty  miles  of 
any  place  owupiud  by  British  troofis,  in  the  act 
of  conveying  supplies  to  them,  were  subjected  to 
martial  law.  Acting  under  the  resolution,  Wash- 
ington detached  large  bodies  of  militia  to  scour 
the  roads  above  the  city,  aiid  between  the  Schuyl- 
kill, and  Chester,  to  intercept  all  supplies  going 
lo  the  enemy. 

On  the  forts  and  obstructions  in  the  river, 
Washington  mainly  counted  to  complete  the  har- 
iissmeut  of  Philadelphia.  These  defenses  had 
been  materially  impaired.    The  works  nt  Billings- 
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port  had  been  allacked  and  deBtroyeti,  Hiid  some 
of  the  enemy's  sliips  Lad  forced  their  wny  through 
the  chevaux-de-fri»e  placed  there.  The  Amer- 
ican frigate  Delaware,  stationed  ia  the  river  be- 
1  the  upper  forls  and  Philudelpliia,  had  run 
aground  before  a  British  battery,  aud  been  cap- 
It  was  now  ihe  great  object  of  the  Howes  to 
reduce  and  destroy,  and  of  Wasliingtou  to  defend 
and  mainlaiu  the  remaining  forta  and  obstructions. 
Fort  Mifiliii,  which  we  have  already  menuoued, 
WHS  erected  on  a  low,  green,  reedy  iiland  in  the 
few  tnilea  below  Philailelphia,  and 
below  the  mouth  of  the  SchuykilL  It  consisted 
of  a  strong  redoubt,  with  extensive  outworks  and 
balleries.  There  was  but  a  narrow  cliannel  be- 
tween the  islmid  and  the  Pennsylvania  shore. 
The  main  channel,  practicable  for  ships,  was  ou 
the  other  side.  In  this  were  sunk  strong  chev- 
aux-de-frise,  difficult  either  to  be  weighed  or  cut 
through,  and  dangerous  to  any  ships  that  might 
run  against  them  ;  subjected  as  ih^y  would  be  to 
Ihe  batteries  of  Fort  Mifflin  on  one  aide,  and  ou 
the  other  to  tliose  of  Fort  Mercer,  a  strong  work 
at  Ked  Bank  on  the  Jersey  shore. 

Fort  Miffiin  was  garrisoned  by  troops  of  the 
Maryland  line,  under  Lieutenant-colonel  Samuel 
Smith  of  Baltimore ;  and  bad  kept  up  a  brave 
defense  against  batteries  erected  by  the  enemy 
on  the  Pennsylvania  shore.  A  reinforcvment  of 
Virginia  troops  made  the  garrison  between  three 
and  tour  hundred  strong. 

Floating  batteries,  galleys,  and  fire-ships,  corO' 
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■naoded  bjr  Commodore  Hatelwood,  were  stationed 
under  the  foris  and  about  the  river. 

Fort  Mercer  had  hitherto  been  gHrnsoned  b; 
militia,  but  Wagbington  now  replaciM]  tliem  by 
four  hundred  of  General  Varnum'g  Rhcide  Island 
Continentals.  Colonel  Christopher  Greene  was 
put  in  command ;  a  brave  officer  who  liad  accom- 
panied  Arnold  in  his  rough  expedition  to  Canada, 
and  fought  valiantly  under  ihe  walls  of  Quebec. 
"  The  post  with  which  you  are  intrusted,"  writes 
Washington  in  his  letter  of  instructions,  "  is  of 
tbe  ntmoet  importance  to  America.  The  whole 
defense  of  ihe  Delaware  depends  upon  it ;  and 
consequently  all  the  enemy's  hopes  of  keeping 
Philadelphia,  and  finally  succeeding  in  the  prea- 
ent  campaign." 

Colo[iel  Greene  was  accompanied  by  Captain 
Mauduit  Duplessia,  who  was  to  have  the  direction 
of  the  artillery.  He  waa  a  young  French  engi- 
neer of  great  merit,  who  bad  votnnieered  in  tbe 
American  cause,  and  received  a  commission  (rom 
Congress.  The  cbevauK'Je-frise  in  the  river  had 
been  constructed  under  his  superintendence 

Greene  aided  by  Duplessis,  made  all  haste  to 
put  Fort  Mercer  in  a  state  of  defense;  but  before 
tbe  outworks  were  completed,  he  was  surprised 
(October  22d)  by  the  appearance  of  a  large  force 
emergiug  from  a  wood  within  cannon-«hot  of  the 
fori.  Their  uniforms  tihowed  thera  to  be  Hes- 
eiaiis.  They  were,  in  fact,  four  battaliona  twelve 
hundred  strong  of  grenadiers,  picked  men,  beside 
light  iufautry  and  chasseurs,  all  commanded  by 
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Count  Donop,  who  had  figured  in  the  last  year's 
campnign. 

Colonel  Greene,  in  nowise  dismayed  by  (lie 
flOperiority  of  the  enemy,  forming  iu  glistening 
array  before  the  wood,  prepared  for  a  stout  resi»t- 
aoce.  Id  a  lillle  while  an  officer  was  descried, 
riding  alowly  up  with  a  ling,  accompanied  by  a 
drummer.  tire«nH  ordered  liis  men  to  keep  nut 
of  sight,  that  the  fort  migiit  appear  but  slightly 
garrisoned. 

Wheu  within  proper  distance,  the  drummer 
sounded  a  parley  and  the  ollicer  summoned  tbe 
garrison  to  surrender;  with  a  threat  of  no  quar- 
ter in  case  of  resiaiance. 

Greene's  reply  was,  that  the  post  would  be  de- 
fended to  the  lajji  exireraiiy. 

The  flng  rode  back  and  made  report.  Forth- 
with the  Hessians  were  seen  nt  work  throwiug  up 
a  battery  within  half  a  mile  of  the  uulwurks. 
It  was  fiiiiHlied  by  four  o'eloek,  and  opened  a 
heavy  caiiiionade,  under  cover  of  which  the  en- 
emy were  preparing  to  approach. 

As  the  American  outworks  were  but  half  fin- 
ished, and  were  too  extensive  to  be  manued  by  the 
garrison,  it  was  determined  by  Greene  and  Du- 
plewis  that  the  troops  siwuld  make  but  a.  short 
stand  there ;  to  gall  the  enemy  in  tlieir  approach, 
and  tlien  retire  within  the  redoubt,  which  was 
defended  by  a   deep  in  trench  ment,  boarded  and 

Donop  led  on  his  troops  in  gallant  style,  under 
cover  of  a  heavy  fire  from  his  Ijattery.  They 
advanced  in  two  columns,  to  attack  the  outworks 
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fMnfaed  on  wiik  ■hoati  lo  Mora  iKfiiiiili  jmMtt 
ot  Uw  radottbi.  A<  yet,  no  traofs  wen  u  bo 
Mm;  faol  M  one  of  tbe  cdIumh  ^fmiMlHd  ihn 
iiKluubi  un  tlie  oortli  tHe.  a  tremcndoiH  dwchtge 
of  gra|><!-»liDt  uhI  mniJieU^  bunt  forth  frota  the 
cmbrmurH  lo  front,  and  a  luJf-aMaked  batteij  oa 
Uie  left  Tlie  sUuigbier  wm  pradigioiu;  tlie  vA- 
umn  wnH  drivea  Imck  in  oonfiuioa.  Coant  Do- 
nop,  with  ttie  uittcr  cuiunui,  iu  sitentpiiiig  the 
foiilli  >i<le  of  the  redoubt,  had  pAsaed  the  ttbalis; 
•ODH)  of  hi*  men  had  traversed  the  fosse ;  uthere 
bad  cUiitlwred  over  the  pickets,  when  a  aimilar 
temfMSl  of  aHiller?  and  musketry  burst  upOQ 
them.  Some  were  killed  oh  Ibe  spul,  miuijr  were 
wouiidud,  nnd  the  rest  were  driveu  out.  Douop 
liiiniHilf  waa  wounded,  aud  remained  ou  the  Bpol ; 
LleuUtiiHiit><uU>iiel  Miiigerode,  the  second  in  com- 
iDHiidt  wn*  oIm)  doDgerousljr  wounded.  Several 
ollwr  of  iho  be«t  officers  were  elatn  or  disabled. 
LieutviinMUculouel  Liusing,  the  oldest  renuutiing 
oIQour,  eitdonvored  lo  draw  off  tlie  troops  in  good 
order,  but  in  vain  ;  Iljey  retrualed  in  oonfusion, 
Iiotljr  piiniiiod,  nnd  were  ngain  cui  up  Id  their  t«- 
iroitt  by  the  flmiking  Sre  from  the  gnlleys  and 
tltuitiii^i  bntterii^'. 

Thu  luM  of  the  iniuiny  iu  killed  and  womided. 
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in  this  brief  but  severe  Rction,  was  nbotit  four 
hninirKi  men.  That  of  the  Americans,  eight 
killed  aud  twenty- nine  wounded. 

As  Captain  Mauduit  Dupleeais  vra»  traversing 
the  scene  of  slaughter  after  the  repulse,  he  was 
accosted  hy  a  voice  from  among  the  slain  :  '■who- 
ever you  rfre,  draw  me  hence."  It  was  the  un- 
fortunate Count  Donop.  DupleMis  had  him 
conveyed  lo  a  house  near  the  fort,  where  every 
attention  was  p^d  to  bis  comfort.  Fie  languialicd 
for  three  days,  during  whiuh  Duples'is  was  con- 
tinually at  his  bedside.  "  Thitt  is  finishing  a  no- 
ble career  early,"  said  the  count  sadly,  as  he 
found  his  death  approaching,  —  then,  as  if  con- 
sdous  of  the  degradiii"  service  in  which  he  had 
follen,  hired  out  by  his  pi'ince  to  aid  a  foreign 
power  in  cjuelling  the  brave  struggle  of  a  jteople 
for  their  liberty,  ami  contrasting  it  with  that  in 
which  the  chivalrous  youth  by  his  bedside  was 
"I  die,"  added  he  bitterly.  "  the  vic- 
tim of  my  ambition,  and  of  the  avarice  of  my 
sovereign."  '  He  was  but  thirty-seven  years  of 
Age  at  the  time  of  liis  death. 

Acconhng  to  the  plan  of  the  enemy,  Fort 
MiSlin,  opiwsite  lo  Fort  Mercer,  was  to  have 
been  attacked  at  the  same  lime  by  water.  The 
force  employed  was  the  Aiu/iuta  of  sixty-four 
guns,  the  Roebuck  of  (brty-four,  two  fiigales, 
the  Merlin  sloop  of  eighteen  guns,  and  a  galley. 
TTiey  forced  their  way  through  the  lower  hue  of 
dievaui-de-frise ;  but  the  Augutla  and  Merlin 
Tan  aground  below  the  second  line,  aud  every 
1  Ue  Chutcllux,  vol.  I.  p.  2tlS. 
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effort  to  get  them  off  proved  fhiidest.  To  divert 
BltentioD  from  their  situation,  the  oiher  veseels 
drew  us  Dear  to  Fort  Mifflin  as  they  could,  and 
Opened  s  cannoDade ;  but  the  obetructious  in  the 
river  had  so  altered  ibe  chaniicl  tliat  tbej  could 
not  get  wilhin  very  effective  distance.  They 
kept  U])  a  Are  apou  the  fort  tbronghoat  the  eTeu* 
iug.  and  recommenced  it  early  in  the  morning,  as 
dill  lik«wiiie  the  British  baileries  on  the  Peoo^)- 
Tonia  tJiure ;  hoping  that  under  cover  of  it  tho 
shijM  mighl  be  got  off.  A  slroog  adverse  wind, 
however,  kept  the  tide  from  rising  sufficiently  to 
flout  tliem. 

The  Americans  discovered  their  Htuation,  and 
sent  down  four  fire-ahipa  to  dextruy  them,  but 
without  effect.  A  heavy  fire  was  now  opeued 
upon  them  from  tlie  galleyB  and  floating  batier- 
ies.  It  was  warmly  returned.  lu  the  course 
of  the  action,  a  red-hot  shot  set  the  Angiista  on 
fire.  It  was  imgHissible  to  clieck  the  flames, 
All  huste  was  made  with  boats  to  save  the  crew. 
while  tlie  other  ships  drew  off  as  fast  as  possible 
to  get  out  of  the  reach  of  ihe  explosion.  She 
blew  ap,  however,  while  the  second  lieuteoant, 
the  chaplain,  the  gunner,  and  several  of  llie  crew 
were  yet  on  board,  most  of  whom  perished.  The 
Merlin  waa  now  set  ou  fire  uud  abandoned ;  the 
Roebtiek  and  the  other  vessels  dropped  down  Ihe 
river,  and  iJie  atiuck  on  Fort  Mifllin  was  given 
up. 

These  signal  repulses  uf  tlie  enemy  had  an 
animating  effect  on  the  public  miud,  and  were 
promptly  noticed  by  Congress.     Colouel  Greeue, 
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who  oommaoded  at  Fort  Meroer,  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Smith  of  Maiyland,  who  commanded  at 
Fort  Mifflia,  and  Commodore  Hazelwood,  who 
oommaoded  the  galleys,  received  the  thonka  of 
that  body  ;  and  Bubsequently,  a  aword  was  voted 
to  each,  as  a  testimonial  of  distinguiehed  meriL 


CHAPTER  XXV. 


beanr  tt  Diafauhe*  to  Ctmgnm.  — 
HiaBn>i<.  — Cm 

tDgtoa'*  ApolaQT  for  lii>  hrmj. 

IE  have  heretofore  had  oocauon  U>  advert 
lo  the  annojaiKx*  and  perplexilies  oe- 
Biim^l  to  WaBltiugtoa  bv  lite  daiina 
aiid  (iretennioBg  of  Ibrdgn  ofBoen  who  had  en- 
tered iDlo  the  service.  Among  the  officers  who 
cttme  out  with  La&jette.  was  the  Baron  De 
Kulli,  a  German  by  hirth,  hut  who  had  long  been 
oni[iloyed  in  the  French  service,  and  though  a 
■ilver-haired  velerao,  Hity  years  of  age,  was  yet 
frtish  and  active  snd  vigorooa  ;  whith  some  at- 
trihuUxl  b)  hiM  Imitig  a  rigid  water  drinker.  In 
tlie  inontli  of  Sepi*mber.  CongreHs  had  given 
him  the  oaminiMion  of  major-general,  lo  date 
witli  ihat  of  I^fayetle. 

Thi*  instantly  produced  a  remonslnutce  from 
Ilrigailior-gHnernl  Conway,  the  Gallic  Hibernian, 
of  whom  we  hnvts  ucciutionally  mude  mention, 
who  coiiaidurtxl  himself  slighted  and  ibrgot,  in 
their  giving  (4  BugMriur  rank  to  his  owu  to  a  per- 
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Bon  who  had  Dot  reudered  the  cause  the  lua'^t  ser- 
vice, and  who  had  beeu  his  iuferioi'  in  France. 
He  clttimed,  therefore,  for  himself,  the  rank  of 
major-geneml,  and  was  supported  in  his  preten- 
sions by  persons  both  in  and  out  of  Congress  ; 
especially  by  Mifflin,  the  quarter niHster  general. 

Wusliiugtou  hiid  alnuidy  beeji  disgusted  by  the 
overweening  presumption  of  Conway,  and  was 
Burprided  to  hear  tliat  his  application  whs  likely 
to  be  succesiiful.  He  wrote  on  the  17lh  of  Oc- 
tober, to  Richard  Henry  Lee,  tlien  in  Congress, 
warning  him  that  such  an  appuinlinenc  would  be 
as  unforiunate  a  measure  as  ever  was  adopted  — 
one  that  would  givH  a  Gital  blow  to  the  existence 
of  the  army.  "  Upon  so  interesting  a  subject," 
observes  he,  "  1  must  speak  plainly.  Ttie  duty 
I  owe  my  country,  the  ardent  desire  I  have  to 
promote  its  true  interests,  and  justice  to  individ- 
uals, require  llib  of  me.  General  Conway's 
merit  as  an  oRicer,  and  his  imporlnnce  in  this 
army,  exist  more  in  his  own  imagination  than  in 
reality.  For  it  is  a  maxim  with  him  lo  leave  no 
service  of  his  own  untold,  nor  to  want  anything 

which  is  to  be  obtaine^l  by  importunity 

I  would  ask  why  the  youngest  brigjiilier  in  the 
service  should  be  put  over  the  heads  of  the  oldest, 
aud  thereby  take  rank  and  command  of  genllemen 
who  but  yesterday  were  his  seniors  i  genllemen 
who,  as  1  will  be  bound  to  say  in  behalf  of  some 
of  tbem  at  least,  are  of  sound  judgment  and  un- 
questionable   bravery This    tinith 

I  am  well  assured  of,  that  they  will  not  serve 
under   him.     I  leave  you  to  guess,  therefon;,  at 
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Thia  oppoeitim  to  bi*  |aa 
At  unce  Ibrew  Conwaj  iuio  «  fi 
the  Hiupice*  of  G^ieral  Hifflia.  TUe  g 
had  receiiclj  temltred  hu  migniliaa  of  the  ota- 
mueioa  of  msjor-geoenJ  and  qnaitennMter-geaenl 
tm  tbe  plea  of  ill  health,  bat  was  bosilj  eng^ed 
b  iatriguea  agalnet  the  comoHuider-itt-elueC  to- 
ward* wbom  he  had  long  dterisbed  a  secret  bos- 
tililf.  CciDway  now  joined  with  him  heart  and 
band,  and  »aoD  became  m  active  and  prominent  & 
member  of  the  foctiun  that  it  acquired  the  name 
of  Cimvay'lCabaL  Tbe  object  was  lo  depreciate 
the  military  character  of  WashingUm,  in  com- 
parison with  that  of  Gales,  to  whom  was  attributed 
the  whole  snccesi  of  tlie  Nonhera  campaign. 
Galen  wna  perfectly  ready  for  such  an  eleration. 
He  wnB  intoxicated  by  his  good  fortune,  and 
aeemcit  lo  forget  that  he  had  reaped  where  he 
liiul  uol  Down,  and  that  the  defeat  of  Bnrgoyae 
liud  been  insured  by  plana  concerted  and  put  in 
opuration  beliirc  his  arrival  in  the  Northern  De- 
partment 

In  fact,  in  the  excitement  of  his  vanity,  Gales 
^pears  to  )mve  forgotten  that  there  was  a  com- 
maiider-iu-chief,  lo  whom  fae  waa  accoantable. 
He  naglocl«d  to  send  him  any  dispatch  on  the 
■ubjeot  of  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne,  contenting 
liiiunelf  with  sending  one  to  Congress,  then  silling 
at  Yorklowu.  Washington  was  left  to  hear  of 
Ihe  important  event  by  casual  rumor,  and  was  for 
teverni  days  in  anxious  uncertainty,  until  he  re- 
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ceived  a  copy  of  the  capitulation  in  a  letter  from 
General  Fiilnam. 

Gates  waa  equnlly  neglectful  to  inform  him  of 
the  disposition  he  ijitendeil  to  make  of  ihe  nrmy 
under  his  command.  He  delayed  even  lo  forward 
Morgan's  rifle  corps,  though  their  services  were 
no  longer  needed  in  his  camp,  and  were  ho  much 
required  in  the  south.  It  was  determineil,  there* 
fore,  in  a  council  of  war,  that  one  of  Wnsliing- 
toTi'a  stiiif  should  be  sent  to  Gates  to  represent 
Ihe  critical  state  of  affairs,  and  that  a  large  rein- 
fiircement  from  the  Northern  army  would,  in  all 
probability,  reduce  General  Howe  lo  Ihe  same 
situation  with  Burgoyne,  should  he  remain  in 
Philadelphia,  without  being  able  to  remove  the 
obstnicliona  in  the  Delaware,  and  open  a  free 
communication  with  his  shipping. 

Colonel  Alexander  Hamilton,  his  youthful  but 
intelligent  nide-de-camp,  was  charged  with  this 
mission.  He  bore  a  letter  from  Washinglon  to 
Gates,  dated  October  30th,  of  which  the  following 
is  an  extract. 

"  By  ihis  opportunity,  I  do  myself  the  pleasure 
to  congratulule  you  on  the  signal  success  of  the 
army  under  your  command,  in  compelling  Gen- 
eral Burgoyae  and  his  whole  force  to  surrender 
themselves  prisoners  of  war  ;  au  event  that  does 
the  highest  honor  to  the  American  arms,  and 
which,  I  hope,  will  he  attended  with  the  most  es- 
tensive  and  happy  consequences.  At  ihe  same 
time,  I  cannot  but  regret  that  a  matter  of  suc^ 
magnitude,  and  so  interesting  to  our  general 
operations,  should  have  reached  me  by  report  only  ; 
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a    %eeai  general  and  bad  coumtlors   tpould  hen 
ruined  it." ' 

"  1  am,  eir,  your  bumble  Bervont, 

"  Geoege  Waseungton." 


The  brevity  of  tliis  note  rendered  it  tne  more 
aatouading.  It  was  a  band-grenade  thrown  into 
the  midst  of  the  cabal.  The  effect  upon  other 
members  we  shall  show  hereiifter :  il  seems,  at 
first,  to  have  prostrated  Conway.  An  epistle  of 
bis  friend  Mifflin  to  Gates  iulimates,  that  Con- 
way endeavored  to  [HklliAte  to  Washington  the 
censorious  expressions  in  bis  letter,  by  pleading 
tbe  careless  freedom  of  language  indulged  in 
&miliar  lelter  writing ;  uo  other  record  of  such 
ezplunatioD  remains,  and  that  probably  was  not 
received  as  satisfitctory.  Ccrtaiu  it  is.  he  im- 
mediately sent  iu  bis  redgnation.  To  some  he  al- 
leged, as  au  excuse  for  resigning,  the  disparaging 
way  in  which  be  bad  been  spoken  of  by  some 
members  of  Congress;  lo  others  be  obsened.  that 
the  campaign  was  at  an  end,  and  [bere  was  a 
prospect  of  a  French  war.  The  re.il  reason  he 
kept  to  liimself,  and  Washington  suffered  It  to 
remain  a  secreL  Ills  resignntion,  however,  was 
not  accepled  by  Congress ;  on  the  contrary,  be 
was  supported  by  the  cabal,  and  was  advanord 
to  further  honors,  which  we  shall  specify  here- 
after. 

In  tbe  mean  time,  tbe  cabal  went  on  to  make 
invidious  compnrisona  between  tbe  achievcmeuta 
of  the  two  armies,  deeply  derogaiory  to  thai 
under  Wafhinglon.     Publicly,  he  look  uo  notice 
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of  tliem ;  but  they  drew  from  him  the  following 
apology  for  his  nrmy,  in  a  noble  and  character- 
wtio  letter  to  his  friend,  the  celebrated  Patrick 
Henry,  then  goveruor  of  Virginia.  "  The  de- 
sign of  this,"  writes  he,  "  is  only  to  inform  you, 
and  with  great  truth  J  can  do  il,  strange  as  it 
may  seem,  tliat  the  army  which  I  have  had  un- 
der my  immeiiiate  command,  has  not,  at  any  one 
time,  since  General  Howe's  landing  at  the  Head 
of  Elk,  been  equal  in  point  of  numbers  to  his. 
In  ascertaining  this,  I  do  not  confine  myself  to 
continental  troops,  but  comprehend  militia.  The 
disaffected  and  lukewarm  in  this  State,  in  whom 
unhappily  it  too  much  abounds,  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  distraction  in  the  government,  pre- 
vented those  vigorous  erertiona,  which  a 
vaded  -State  ought  to  have  yielded.  .  . 
I  was  left  to  light  two  battles,  in  onler,  if  possi- 
ble, to  save  Philadelptiia,  with  le^s  i)uml>ers  than 
composed  the  army  of  my  antagonist,  whilst  the 
world  has  given  us  at  least  double.  This  im- 
pression, though  mortifying  in  some  [Kiiiits  of 
view,  I  have  been  obliged  to  encourage ;  becnnse, 
next  to  being  strong,  it  is  best  to  be  tliought  so 
by  the  enemy  ;  and  to  this  cause,  princijially,  I 
[hink  is  to  be  attributed  the  slow  movements  of 
Genera]  Howe. 

"  How  different  the  case  in  the  Northern  De- 
partment !  There  llie  Stales  of  New  Yorl(  and 
Now  England,  resolving  to  crush  Burgoyne,  con- 
tinned  pouring  in  their  troops,  till  the  eurrender 
of  that  army  ;  at  which  time  not  less  than  four- 
teen thousand  militia,  as  I  have  been  informed, 
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were  acOMlly  in  Geoend  Gai««'  eam^  Mid  I 
oompoeed,  fbr   the  most    part,  of  tl 
nuuiiy  in  the  coontrj',  veil  aived,  aid  ia  a 
iustuiees  snppHed  with  ptonnana  of  their  « 
caRying.       Had   the   same  spini  pervaded  I 
people  of  this  and   the  odghboriag  States,'^ 
tnijfht  before  thk  time  have  had  G«oecal  P 
iMMrlr  in  the  sitoation  of  Geaeial  BBTgojne. 

-  Uj  own  tfifficnhies,  m  the  ooone  of  the  eamt- 
paigD.  hare  tweo  not  a  liltle  iaavmnei  hy  the  ex- 
tra aid  trf  dontineatal  troofa,  mUA  the  ^otmj 
prospect  ot  oar  a&iis  m  the  aorth  iumedmldjr 
after  the  redactioa  of  Tkoadero^  iadaced  ma 
to  ■{«(«  6am  tU*  vmj.  B«i  it  is  lo  be  hoped 
Ati  M  vil  jH  cad  veB.  If  the  cir^E  is  ai>- 
TaxcKDv  txmmtKxxT  b   n   to 
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fix  their  qnarun  in  her  tapilal."  And  Major-general  Ann- 
(Irong,  cDmmanding  the  PeaiuflvaniB  militia,  writes  at  1h« 
aame  time  to  the  Coimcil  of  his  State;  "Be  not  deceived 
vitb  wrong  Dntiona  ot  General  Waahinglon'a  oiimbere;  be 
assured  he  wants  your  aid.  Let  the  brave  step  forth,  Iheir 
aiample  will  animate  (he  many.  You  all  epealt  well  of  our 
eomnunder-in-cliigf  at  a  distance;  doa't  yuu  vnnt  lo  >ee  him, 
and  pay  him  one  generous,  one  martial  visit,  when  kindly 
Invited  to  bin  camp  nxar  Che  end  of  a  long  campaign?  There 
yon  will  eee  for  younaives  the  unremitting  zeal  and  toils  of 
all  the  day  and  half  tlie  night,  mulliplied  into  yean,  without 

plaint;  but  believes  and  calls  tbis  arduous  task  tbe  service  of 
hia  coiutiy  and  of  hia  God.'' 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 

Further  Bcwtilidfi  on  (be  Delmwan.  —  Fort  MifHin  attacked. 
—  Bravely  d«rbndcd-  —  Reduced.  —  MiMion  of  HaiDilton  to 
Gales.  —  VJiils  Ibe  CimpB  of  Coventor  Ctinlon  and  Pat- 
nun  on  Ihe  Uudum.  — Putnam  on  bis  Hobby-horse. —  I>if- 
flcalties  in  procuring  BeinforMinenl).  —  Intrigues  of  the 
Cabal.  — Leiten  of  Lovell  and  Mifflin  In  Cate>.  —  Tho 
Wurkfl  at  Red  Bank  deitroj-ed.  — The  Enemv  in  posaet- 
noa  of  the  Delaware. 

uon-arriviJ  of  reiuforcements  from 
the  Norlherii  army  couttnued  Co  embar- 
I  rass  Washington's  operations.  The  en- 
emy were  muking  prepHrfttiona  for  further  nt- 
temjiLs  upou  forts  fiercer  anil  Mifflii).  General 
Howe  was  cousOnciitig  redoubts  and  Imtieries  on 
Province  Island,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Dela- 
ware, within  five  handred  yards  of  Fort  MiHlin, 
and  momiting  them  with  heavy  cannon.  W»sh- 
inglon  consulted  with  his  general  oSiuera  what 
was  to  be  done.  Had  the  army  received  the 
expected  rehiforcements  from  the  North,  it  tni^i 
Lave  detached  sufRcient  tbrce  to  the  netit  side  of 
the  Schuylkill  to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  Prov- 
e  Island ;  but  at  present  it  would  rcijuire  at- 
t  the  whole  of  tlio  army  for  the  purpose. 
This  would  leave  the  public  stores  at  Easion, 
Bethlehem,  and  Allentowu,   uncovered,  as  well 
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as  several  of  the  lioBpitals.  It  would  abo  leave 
the  post  at  Re<l  Back  unsupported,  through 
which  Fort  Mifflin  was  reinforced  and  supplied. 
It  woa  detemiiue^l,  therefore,  to  ftwait  the  arrival 
of  the  expecle<l  reiiiforc«nienta  from  the  North, 
before  making  ajiy  alteration  in  the  diKposition 
of  the  array.  In  the  roBAn  time,  the  garrisons 
of  forts  Mercer  and  Mifflin  were  increased,  and 
General  Varnum  was  sUitioned  ai  Red  Bank  wi(h 
his  brigade,  to  be  at  hand  to  render  reinforce- 
ments  to  either  of  them  as  occasion  might  re* 

Ou  the  lOlh  of  November,  General  Howe  com- 
menced A  heavy  fire  upon  Fort  Mifflin  from  his 
balleries,  wliich  mounted  eighteen,  twenty-four, 
and  thirly-two  pounders.  Colonel  Smilh  doubled 
Ihe  competency  of  liis  feeble  garrison  lo  defend 
the  works  against  a  force  bo  terribly  effective,  and 
wrote  to  Washington  accordingly.  The  latter  in 
reply  repri;senle<l  the  great  importance  of  the 
works,  and  trusted  they  would  be  maintained  to 
the  last  extremity.  General  Vanium  was  in- 
structed to  send  over  fresli  troops  occasionftUy  to 
relieve  those  in  the  gHrrison,  and  lo  prevail  upon 
as  many  as  possible  of  tlie  miUlia  to  go  over. 
The  latter  could  be  employed  at  night  upon  the 
works  to  repair  the  damage  sustained  in  Ihe  day, 
and  might,  if  they  desiivd  it,  return  to  Red  Bunk 
in  the  morning. 

Wash  lug  I  oil's  orders  and  iiislructions  were 
faithfully  obeyed.  Major  Flenry,  a  brave  French 
ofitcer,  already  menlioned,  acquitted  himxelf  with 
intelligence  and  spirit  as  engineer ;  but  an  inees- 
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sant  cannonade  aiiJ  bomhnnlment  for  several  days, 
dedeil  hII  repnirs.  Tiie  bluck-hoiises  were  demol- 
iflietl,  (lie  pnli-sades  benlen  Jown,  llie  guns  di»- 
nioubte<i,  tlie  barracks  reduced  to  ruins.  Cnptain 
Trent,  ii  young  oHicer  of  great  merit,  who  ooiu- 
nimidcd  the  Hrtillcry,  was  killed,  as  were  several 
non-coinmlssioned  oHictm  and  privalt» ;  and  a 
number  were  wnuaded. 

The  sarvivors,  who  were  not  wounded,  were 
exhausted  by  want  of  sleep,  iiard  duty,  Hiid  coti- 
Stanl  exposure  to  the  rain.  Colonel  Smith  him- 
self was  disabled  by  severe  contusions,  and  ob- 
liged to  retire  to  Red  Bank. 

The  fort  was  in  ruins;  tliere  was  danger  of  its 
being  carried  by  storm,  but  the  gallant  Fleury 
thought  it  might  yet  be  deleiided  with  the  aid  of 
fresh  troops.  Such  were  furnished  from  Vaninra's 
brigade :  Lieu leuaut- colonel  Rjssell.  of  the  Con- 
nectiuut  line,  replaced  Colonel  Smith.  He.  in 
his  turn,  was  obliged  to  relinquish  the  command 
through  fatigue  and  ill  health,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Major  Thayer  of  Rho<le  Island,  aided 
by  Captain  (Kfterwards  commodore)  Talbot,  who 
had  distingnished  himself  in  the  preceding  year 
by  an  attack  on  a  ship  of  war  in  the  Hudson. 
The  present  was  an  occasion  that  required  men 
of  desperate  valor. 

On  the  fourth  day  the  enemy  brought  a  large 
Indiaman,  cut  down  to  a  floating  battery,  to  bear 
upon  the  works ;  but  though  it  opened  a  terrible 
fire,  it  was  silenced  before  night.  The  next  day 
Bcveral  ships  of  war  got  within  gunshot.  Two 
prepared   to   attack   it    in    front ;    others    brought 
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their  guns  to  bear  on  Fort  Mercer;  while  two 
made  their  waj  into  the  narrow  channel  between 
Mud  Island  and  the  Fenniyli^nia  shore,  to  op- 
erate with  the  British  batteries  erected  there. 

At  a  concerted  signal  a  cannonade  was  opened 
from  all  quarters.  The  heroic  liltle  garrison  stood 
the  Gre  wilhout  Hinching:  the  danger,  however, 
was  growing  immiiieuL  Tlie  bntleries  on  Prov- 
ince Island  enfiladed  the  works.  The  ships  in 
the  inner  channel  approached  bo  near  aa  to  throw 
hand-grenades  into  the  fort,  while  marines  sta- 
tioned in  the  roiind-tops  stood  rewdy  to  pick  off 
any  of  the  garrison  that  came  in  sight. 

The  scene  now  became  awful ;  incessant  firing 
from  ships,  forts,  gondolaa,  and  fioating  batteries, 
with  clouds  of  sulphurous  smoke,  and  the  deafen- 
ing thunder  of  cannon.  Before  night  there  was 
hardly  a  fortilicatiou  to  defend;  palisades  were 
shivered,  guns  dismonnied,  the  whole  parapet  lev- 
eled. There  wa.-<  terrible  slaughter;  most  of  the 
company  of  artillery  were  destroyed.  Fleury 
himself  whs  wounded.  Captain  Talbot  received 
a  wound  in  the  wri^t,  but  continued  bravely  fight- 
ing until  disabled  by  another  wound  in  the  hip."  ' 

To  hold  out  longer  was  imiwissible.  Major 
Thayer  made  preparations  to  evacuate  the  fort 
in  the  night.  Everything  was  removed  in  the 
evening,  that  could  be  conveyed  away  without  too 
much  exposure  to  Ihe  munlerous  lire  from  the 
round-tops.  The  wounded  were  taken  over  to 
Red  Bank,  accompanieil  by  part  of  the  garrison. 
Thayer   remained  with   forty  men   until  eleven 

'  Lift  nf  TaUiM,  by  Hanry  1'.  TuckurmBQ,  p.  31. 
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o'clock,  wti«ii  tliey  eet  fire  to  what  was  ( 

tible  of  ilie  fort  iliey  bad  co  nobly  defended,  and 

crossed  to  Red  Bank  by  the  light  of  its  dames. 

Tlie  1us«  of  this  fbrt  was  deeply  regretted  by 
Washington,  Iliough  be  gave  bigb  praise  to  the 
ofGcers  and  men  of  the  garrison.  Colonel  Smith 
was  voi{.^  a  sword  by  Congress,  »itd  Fleury  re- 
ceived the  commission  of  lieuteuant-colouel. 

WashingloD  still  hoped  to  keep  possession  of 
Bed  liaiik,  and  thereby  prevent  the  enemy  from 
weighing  the  chevaux-de-frise  before  tlie  frost 
obljgiul  their  ships  to  quit  th<:  rivur.  "  I  am  anx- 
iously watting  the  arrival  of  ihe  troops  from  ilie 
Dorihward,"  writes  he,  "who  ought,  from  the  time 
they  have  had  my  orders,  to  have  been  here  be- 
fore this.  Colonel  Hamilton,  one  of  my  aid<»,  is 
up  the  North  River,  doing  all  he  can  to  push 
them  forward,  but  he  writes  mu  word,  that  he 
finds  niHiiy  unuivoun table  delays  thrown  in  his 
way.  The  want  of  th<.itt;  troops  has  embarrassed 
all  my  measures  exceedingly." 

The  dcbys  in  question  will  best  be  explained 
by  a  few  parlieulurs  concerning  the  mission  of 
Culont^l  Hamilton.  On  his  way  to  the  lieait-quai^ 
tuta  of  Gates,  nt  Albany,  he  found  Goveiuor  Clin- 
ton and  Gteneral  Putnam  encamped  on  the  oppo- 
site sides  of  the  Hudson,  just  above  llie  Highlands; 
the  gnvernor  at  New  Windsor,  Putnam  at  Fiah- 
kill.  About  a  mill!  from  New  Windsor,  Hainiltoa 
met  MurgHn  and  his  riflemen,  early  in  the  morning 
of  the  2d  of  November,  on  the  mareh  for  Wash- 
ington's camp,  haviiig  been  ihua  tardily  detached 
by  Gates.    Hamilton  urged  him  to  hasten  on  with 


A 


if/SSION    OF  HAillLTUN. 


331 


all  posnilile  dispatch,  which  he  promiBed  lo  do. 
Tbe  culunel  had  expected  to  find  matters  ui  such 
a,  train,  IhRt  be  would  have  little  to  do  but  huri^ 
on  ample  reiiiforcemctitB  already  uu  the  march  { 
whereas,  he  found  that  a  large  part  of  the  North- 
ern army  was  lo  reoioiit  in  and  about  Albany, 
about  four  thousand  men  to  be  spared  to  tbe  com- 
mander-in-chief; the  rest  were  to  be  etHtionud  on 
I  side  of  tbe  Hudson  with  Putuani,  who 
had  held  a  council  of  war  how  to  dispose  of  them. 
The  old  general,  in  Taut,  had  for  some  lime  past 
been  bnunied  by  n  project  of  an  attack  upon  New 
York,  in  which  he  bad  twice  been  thwarted,  and 
for  which  the  time  seemed  propitious,  now  that 
most  of  tbe  British  troops  were  reported  to  have 
gone  from  New  York  to  reinforce  Gieneral  Howe. 
Hamilton  rather  disconcei'led  bis  project  by  di- 
reeling  him,  in  Wasbingtou's  name,  to  hurry 
forward  two  contiuenial  brigades  to  the  latter, 
together  wilh  Waniei's  militia  brigade;  also  to 
order  to  Red  Bank  a  body  of  Jersey  inilitiu  about 
)  Peekskill. 

Hiiving  given  these  directions,  Hamilton  has- 
tened on  to  Albany.  He  found  still  less  disposi- 
tion on  the  part  of  Galea  to  furni!:<h  llie'troops  re- 
quired. There  WHS  no  certainty,  be  said,  that  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  bad  ^one  to  Join  Greneral  Howe. 
There  was  a  possibility  of  his  returning  up  the 
',  which  would  expose  the  ai'senal  at  Albany 
to  deBtruclion,  should  that  city  be  left  bare  of 
troops.  The  New  England  States,  too,  would  be 
led  open  to  the  rnvages  and  depredations  of  llie 
euetny ;  be«ide,  it  would  put  it  out  of  his  power 
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to  Btlempt  nnylhiiig  a^ninst  Tiisonderogn,  an  an- 
derlaking  of  grent  impormnco,  in  which  he  might 
engage  in  the  winter.  In  a  word.  Gales  hnd 
schemes  of  iiis  own,  to  which  those  of  the  com- 
mander-in-chief must  give  WHjT. 

Hamiltj>n  felt,  be  saja,  liow  emltarrassing  a 
task  it  was  for  one  bo  young  as  himsell'  to  op- 
pose the  opinions  and  plans  of  a  velfniii.  whose 
successes  had  elevated  him  Ui  the  higliest  impor- 
tance ;  tliough  he  considered  hia  reasonings  ua- 
Bnbsljintial,  and  merely  calculated  to  ''  catch  the 
Eastern  people."  It  waa  with  the  greatest  diffi- 
culty he  prevailed  on  Gates  to  det.ich  the  brig- 
ades of  Poor  and  Patterson  to  the  aid  of  llie  com- 
tn«nder-in-chief ;  and,  finding  reinforcements  fall 
thus  short  from  lliia  quarter,  he  wrote  to  Putnam 
to  fomard  an  additional  ihou.saiid  of  continental 
troops  from  his  camp.  "  I  doubt,"  writes  he  sub- 
Betiuently  to  Wasliington,  "  whether  you  would 
have  had  a  man  from  the  Northern  army,  if  tha 
whole  eould  have  been  kept  at  Albany  with  any 
decency." 

Having  concluded  his  mission  to  General  Gates, 
Hnmiltou  returned  to  the  oimp  of  Governor  Clin- 
ton. The  worthy  governor  seemed  the  general 
officer  best  disposed  in  this  quarter  to  promote 
the  puUic  we&l,  independent  of  personal  couuder- 
ations.  He  had  recently  expressed  his  opinion  lo 
General  Gates,  that  the  army  under  Washington 
ought  at  present  to  be  the  chief  object  of  atten- 
^ou,  "  for  on  its  suceeas  everything  worth  r^ard- 
ing  depended." 

The  oidy  need  of  troops  in  this  quarter  at  pre»< 
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ent,  was  to  protect  tlie  country  from  little  pinn- 
dering  parlies,  and  to  curry  oa  the  works  news- 
sary  for  iJie  defense  of  thu  rivtjr.  The  lutter  wub 
tile  goverDor's  maiu  tliought.  He  was  euger  to 
reconstruct  the  fortresses  out  of  which  ho  hud 
been  bo  forcibly  ejected:  or  nither  to  couatruct 
new  oue«  in  a  better  place,  about  West  Point, 
where  obstructious  were  sgtuQ  to  be  extended 
acroBH  the  river.  • 

Putnam,  on  the  contrary,  wished  to  keep  as 
much  force  as  possible  under  his  conti'ol.  The 
old  generul  wua  once  more  astride  of  wbut  Hum- 
iltuH  termed  liis  "  hobby-horse,"  an  expedition 
against  New  York.  He  had  neglected  to  for- 
WBi'd  the  troops  which  had  been  ordered  to  the 
South ;  not  the  least  atientioQ  had  Iwen  paid  by 
him  to  Hamilton's  order  Irom  Albauy,  lu  Wasli- 
iugloD's  name,  for  the  detachment  of  an  additional 
thousand  of  troops.  Some,  which  had  come  down 
from  Albany,  had  been  marched  by  him  to  Tar- 
ry town:  be  himself  hod  reuounoitered  the  coun- 
try almost  down  to  King's  Bridge,  and  was  now 
advanced  to  the  neighborhood  of  White  Plains. 
"  Everything,"  writes  Hamilton,  ''  ia  sacrificed  to 
the  whim  of  tukiug  New    York."     The  young 


tail  mrssir  bave 
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wddIiI  iin*wer  ■  muub  better  purpoH  thaD  at  Fori 
ery,  u  the  gBrriHD  would  b«  reinforced  bj  niililii 
oxpeditioo,  and  Ihi  ground  much  more  dclinBt 
able  ?).  —  Putnam  lo  Washington,  Tth  Nov.  ITTT. 
Oar.  ufAtSm-iL  3U. 
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^atni;  who  waa  fa  am  WEmm  i 

dkM  ke  «M  neoud  oa  Ui  hoUif  .  m  whea  at 

"  Cou^ftmi'  aad  pnjcd  Sv  gaipoxler. 

ILimiltoa,  in  liii  perplexitj^.  gatwheJ  Go««f^ 
aorOiioB.  The  lum- ^reol  widi  Un  tkal  ■■ 
UtBBpt  agriiMl  9i«w  Toifc  would  be  a  bmm  ~  •»- 
iddal  pande,"  wndag  lase  aad  men.  Thm  Aj 
at  pment  n*  m  object,  mn  if  it  amid  be 
lakea,  and  <o  take  it  woold  raqmre  nea  that  eonU 
ill  be  tpared  fmm  mofv  wibtlantial  parpaiea. 
Tbe  pivemor,  bowcTer.  nndentood  tli«  clianuteT 
and  bmnon  of  his  old  coadjutor,  and  in  his 
downright  waj,  adri^  U&miltoD  to  smd  an  or- 
der in  the  moat  emphatical  lenot  to  General  Put- 
nam, to  ^spatcfa  aU  ihe  coniineotal  troops  nndn- 
him  to  Wa«htngtaD'i  awiiiliimi ,  and  to  detain  the 
milfrifl  instead  of  them. 

A  little  of  (he  governor's  own  bobbr,  by  the 
way,  abowed  itself  in  his  couocila.  "  He  thinks," 
writes  Uamilton,  "  that  there  ix  do  need  of  more 
cnntiuental  troops  bere  than  a  few.  lo  give  a  epnr 
to  the  militia  iu  working  upon  tlie  fortifications." 

Tbe  "  emphttical "  letter  of  Hamlliou  had  the 
effect  the  governor  intended.  It  utihorsed  the 
belligerent  veteran  when  in  full  career.  The 
project  sgwnit  New  York  wa§  aguin  given  op 
and  the  Teiororeeiaenta  relucUtntly  ordered  to  the 
SoutL  •*  I  am  eorry  to  say,"  writes  Hamilton, 
"  tile  disposition  for  inarching  in  the  officers,  and 
men  in  general,  of  these  troops,  does  not  keep 
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pace  with  my  wiehea,  or  Che  exigency  of  the  occa- 
Bion.  They  have  unforCuniitely  imbibeil  an  idea 
tliat  they  hove  done  their  part  of  tlie  business  of 
the  campaign,  and  are  now  eutitted  la  repose. 
Thia,  and  the  want  of  pay,  make  them  adverse  to 
a  long  march  at  iliis  advauced  season." 

Governor  Clinton  borrowed  six  ihoiisaad  dol- 
lars for  Hamilton,  to  enable  him  to  put  some  of 
the  troops  in  motion  ;  indeed,  writes  the  oJone!, 
he  has  been  the  only  man  who  has  done  anything 
to  remove  these  difHculties.  Hamilton  advised 
that  (he  command  of  the  post  should  be  given  to 
the  governor,  if  he  would  accept  of  it,  and  Put- 
nam ahould  be  recalled  ;  "  whose  blunders  and 
caprices,"  s-iid  he,  "  are  endless." 

Wasliingtoii,  however,  knew  too  well  the  in- 
nate worth  and  sterling  pntriotiam  of  the  old  gen- 
eral, to  adopt  a  measure  that  might  deeply  mor- 
tify him.  The  enterprise,  too,  on  wjiicli  the  vet- 
eran had  been  bent,  was  one  which  he  himself 
had  approved  of  when  suggested  under  other 
drcumstatices.  He  contented  himself,  therefore, 
with  giving  him  a  reprimand  in  the  course  of  a 
letter,  for  his  present  dilatorineaa  in  obeying  the 
orders  of  his  commauder-in -chief.  ''  I  cannot 
but  say,"  writes  he,  *'  there  has  been  more  delay 
in  the  march  of  the  troops  than  I  think  neces- 
sary; and  I  could  wish,  that  in  future  my  or- 
ders may  be  immediately  complied  with,  without 
arguing  upon  the  propriety  of  them.  If  luiy 
accident  ensues  from  obeying  them,  the  fiiult  wilt 
be  upon  me,  Dot  upon  you." 

Wttsiungtou  found  it  more  necesaary  than  usual, 


bam  tht  wltrtmfH*  wUcfa  were  bdbg  Bade  to 
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1  DO  ihare.  Then 
VM  evideoiij  «  riniUr  ^me  ^ing  oo  irith  that 
wbidi  had  diipUasd  the  woilfar  ^nyler.  The 
Mrrender  of  fiur^gojne,  tbongh  mainlj  the  resnlt 
of  Wmbingioo'i  Ctr-^etrng  plans,  had  soddenlj 
inimiiHl  up  Gtie*  into  a  qtuai  riraL  A  letter 
wriUt!ii  to  Gates  at  ihu  tiioe,  and  still  existing 
among  Iiu  papers,  la^s  open  the  spirit  of  the 
caloL  It  ii  without  Bignaiure,  but  in  tlie  haud- 
wriiing  of  James  Lovell,  member  of  Cougreas 
from  Massachusetts ;  the  same  iriti)  liuii  Mip- 
porled  Gates  in  opposition  to  Schuyler.  The 
following  are  exrraois :  "  You  have  saved  our 
Northern  Hemisphere ;  and  in  spile  of  consiim* 
male  hqiI  rej>eHteil  bluiuleriag,  yoii  have  changed 
the  conilition  of  the  Southern  campaign,  on  the 
part  of  the  eticmy,  from  oflensive  to  defensive. 
.  .  .  .  The  campaign  here  must  »ooii  close ; 
if  our  troops  are  obliged  to  retire  to  Lancaster, 
Itoadlug,  [tclhtehem,  eCc^  for  ninler  quarters,  and 
tlia  country  below  is  laid  open  lo  the  enemy's 
flying  pBrtieH,  great  anil  very  general  will  be  the 
murmur  —  so  great,  so  geuenil,  that  nothing  in- 
Ibrinr  lo  a  commander-in-chief  will  be  able  lo  re- 
sist the  mighty  torrent  of  public  clamor  and  pub- 
lic vengeance. 

"  We  li«»e  had  n  noble  army  melted  down  by 
Ul-judged  marches  —  marches  that   disgrai^    ihs 
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id  directors,  and  whfch  have 


ind  conlbmpt 


"  How  much  are  you  lo  be  envied,  my  dear 
general !  How  different  your  conduct  ftiid  your 
fortune  ! 

"  A  letter  from  Cnlanel  Mifflin,  received  at  the 
writing  of  tbe  last  parngruph,  gives  me  the  dis- 
agreeable intelligence  of  the  loss  of  our  fort  on 
tbe  Delaware.  You  must  know  the  coiiaeqneueea 
—  loss  of  the  river,  boalfl,  galleys,  ships  of  war, 
etc-;  good  winter-quart  era  to  the  euemy,  and  « 
general  retreat,  or  ill-juilged,  blind  attempt  on  our 
part  to  Mive  a  gnoe  chariLCIer. 

"  Conway,  Spotswood,  Conner,  Rosa,  and  Alif* 
flin  resigned,  and  many  other  brave  and  good  of- 
ficers are  preparing  their  letters  to  Congress  on 
the  same  subject.  In  short,  this  army  will  be 
totnlly  lost,  unless  you  come  down  and  collect  the 
1  band  who  wish  lo  fight  under  your  ban- 
ner and  with  their  aid  save  the  Southern  Hem- 
isphere.  Prepare  yourself  for  a  jaunt  to  this 
place  —  Congress  must  scud  for  you."  ' 

Under  such  baleful  supervision,  of  whieb,  as  we 
have  observed,  he  was  partly  conscious,  but  not 
to  its  full  extent,  Washington  was  obliged  lo 
cjury  on  a  losing  game,  in  which  the  very  ele- 
s  seemed  lo  conspire  against  him. 

n  time.  Sir  William  Howe  was  fol- 
lowing np  the  reduction  of  Fort  Mifflin  by  an  ex- 
pedition against  Fort  Mercer,  which  still  impeded 
the  navigation  of  the  Delaware.  On  the  17th  of 
I  G«lB»'  Paptri,  S.  Y.  HIat.  Soc.  Lib. 
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November,  Lord  Comwallis  was  delnched  with 
two  lliouennil  men  lo  cross  from  Cbester  into  the 
Jerseys,  where  lie  would  be  joined  by  a  force  ad- 
vancing from  New  York. 

Appri^  of  this  inoTement,  Washington  de- 
tached General  Huntington,  with  a  brigade,  to 
join  Varnum  at  Reil  Bntik.  General  Greene  was 
also  ordered  to  repnir  thither  with  iiis  Jivii^ion, 
And  Hn  express  was  sent  off  to  General  Glover, 
who  WHS  on  liis  way  through  the  Jerseys  with 
his  brigade,  directing  him  to  tile  off  to  the  left 
towards  the  same  puinL  Tliese  troopx,  with  such 
mililia  as  could  lie  collected,  Washington  hoped 
would  be  sufficient  to  save  Ibe  forr.  Uefore  Iliey 
could  form  a  junction,  however,  and  reach  their 
destination,  CornwalliB  appeared  before  it.  A  de- 
fense against  such  superior  force  was  hopeless. 
The  works  were  abandoned ;  they  were  taken 
possession  of  by  the  enemy,  who  proceeded  lo  de- 
stroy them.  ASier  the  destruction  had  been  ac- 
complished, the  reinforcements  from  the  North, 
GO  long  and  so  anxiously  expected,  and  so  shame- 
fully delayed,  made  iheir  appearance.  **  Had 
they  arrived  bwt  ten  days  sooner,"  writes  Wash- 
ington lo  his  brother,  "  it  would,  I  think,  have 
put  it  in  my  power  to  save  Fort  Mifflin,  which 
defended  (he  chcvann-de-frise,  and  consequently 
have  rendered  Philadelphia  a  very  ineligible  sit- 
uation for  the  enemy  this  winter." 

The  troops  arrived  in  ragged  plight,  owing 
to  the  derangement  of  the  commisnariai.  A  part 
of  Morgan's  rifle  corps  was  absolutely  tinnble  to 
take  the  field  for  want  of  Blioes,  and  such  was 
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the  preTRlent  want  id  this  particular,  ^tliat  ten 
dollnrs  rtwnrd  wbs  offered  in  general  orders  for 
a  model  of  the  best  subsiiule  for  shoes  that  conid 
be  ninde  out  of  raw  hides. 

The  evil  which  WHsliinglon  had  so  Hnxionsly 
striven  to  prevent  hnd  now  been  etfccieil.  The 
American  vessels  stationed  in  ilie  river  had  lo»t 
all  proteetiun.  Some  of  the  galleys  escaped  papt 
the  batteries  of  Philadelphia  in  a  fog,  and  took 
refuge  in  the  upper  part  of  the  Delaware  ;  llie  rest 
were  set  on  Are  by  their  crews  and  abandoned. 

The  enemy  were  now  in  pusaessiou  of  the 
river,  but  it  was  too  late  in  the  season  to  clear 
away  the  obstruct  ion »,  and  open  a  passage  for  the 
large  ships.  All  that  ntuld  be  etfecled  at  pres- 
ent, was  lo  open  a  sufficient  channel  for  trans- 
ports and  vessels  of  ea^y  burden,  to  bring  pro- 
visions and  supplies  for  the  army. 

Washinglou  advii^ed  the  navy  board,  now  that 
the  enemy  bad  command  of  the  river,  to  have  all 
the  American  frigates  scuttled  and  sunk  imme- 
diately. The  board  objected  to  sinking  them,  but 
said  they  should  be  ballasted  and  plugged,  ready 
to  be  sunk  in  case  of  attack.  Washington  warned 
tbnm  that  an  attack  would  be  sudden,  so  as  to  get 
possession  of  them  before  they  could  be  sunk 
or  destroyed  ;  his  advice  and  warning  were  un- 
heeded ;  the  consequence  will  bereafler  be  shown. 


PliawMpbM,  fr«  die  oppnile  pUe  of  tbe  Sdwryi- 

kilL  Hm  »mj  wM  now  ixo^AamUy  reinforaed ; 
tbe  gnrriaoB  was  wenluned  bjr  the  Mtwenee  of  « 
Uri^e  brtdy  of  troop*  imiler  Lonl  Contwallis  m 
iIm!  Jen«7*.  Some  of  the  ^ner&l  offifert  thoi^lit 
tbU  nn  BclrHntageooi  ntoaienl  for  v)  sitx^k  npon 
ttie  city.  Such  wa«  the  opinion  of  Lord  Siirling, 
awl  opt-cially  General  Wnyne,  Mad  Aathooj.  as 
be  WB«  familiarly  called,  always  esger  for  mme 
daring  enUfrpriae.  The  recent  victory  at  Sara- 
toga had  diiEzled  the  public  mind,  and  produced 
a  general  impatJeuce  for  tomething  equally  sirik- 
Ittg  and  eKctive  in  thii  qoarter.     Reed,  Wa^h- 
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Irampled  down  and  destroyed ;  not  a  fence  oor 
fruii-tree  was  to  be  seen.  The  gatherioj  gloom 
of  a  November  eveniiig  heightened  the  (udneAS 
of  thU  deeolalion. 

'With  an  anxious  eye  Washin^n  scmtinixed 
the  enernv's  workg.  They  appeared  to  be  ex- 
oet^iig  strong.  A  chain  of  redoubts  eiteud«d 
along  the  most  commanding  ground  from  the 
Schuylkill  lo  the  Delaware.  They  were  trained, 
planked,  and  of  great  tliickne^s,  and  were  sur- 
rouod<:;d  by  a  deep  dttch,  inclosed  and  fraised. 
The  intervals  were  tilled  with  ao  abatis,  in  cnn- 
stnictiug  which  all  the  apple  trees  of  tlie  ndgli- 
borhood,  besides  forest  trees,  bad  been  sacrificed.' 

The  idea  of  Lord  Sdrling  and  those  in  liivor 
of  an  utlHck,  waa,  that  it  shonld  be  at  diflertut 
points  at  daylight;  the  main  body  U>  att^ick  the 
lines  to  the  north  of  the  dty.  while  Greeup,  em- 
barking his  men  in  boats  at  Dunk's  Ferry,  and 
passing  down  the  Delaware,  and  Potter,  with  a 
body  of  Continentals  and  militia,  moring  down 
the  west  side  of  the  Schuylkill,  should  attack  the 
eastern  and  western  fronts. 

Wi^shiiigtoD  saw  tliat  there  was  an  opportonity 
for  n  brilliant  blow,  that  might  satisfy  the  impa- 
tience of  the  public,  and  silence  tlie  sarcasms  of 
the  pre»s ;  but  be  saw  that  it  most  be  struck  at 
the  e»i>ense  of  a  fearfiil  loss  of  life. 

Returning  to  camp,  he  held  a.  coundl  of  war  of 
bis  prindjia]  oHicers,  in  which  the  matter  was  de- 
bated at  grtat  length  and  with  some  warmth ; 
but  without  coming  lo  a  decision.     At  breaking 

t  Lift  ami  Or.  of  Btid,  ypI.  i.  p.  341. 
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Up  Washiugwn  requested  that  each  member  of 
the  council  would  give  his  opinion  itie  next 
morning  in  writing,  and  he  sent  ofT  a  messenger 
in  ihe  niglit  for  the  written  opinion  of  General 
Greene. 

Only  four  members  of  the  council,  Stirling, 
TVayue,  Scott,  and  Woodford,  were  in  favor  of 
an  attack ;  of  which  Lord  Stirling  drew  up  the 
plan.  Eleven  (including  Greene)  were  ngaiust 
it,  objecuug,  among  other  tilings,  that  the  en- 
emy's lines  were  too  strong  and  too  well  sup- 
ported, and  tlieir  force  too  numerous,  well  die- 
dpiined.  and  experieuued,  to  be  assailed  without 
great  loss  and  the  hazard  of  a  failure. 

Had  Washington  been  actuated  by  more  per- 
sonal ambition  and  a  passion  for  military  fame, 
or  had  he  yielded  to  the  goadings  of  faction  and 
the  press,  he  might  have  disregarded  the  lo«a  and 
hazarded  the  failure ;  but  his  patriotism  was  su- 
perior to  his  umbitioD ;  he  shrank  from  a  glory 
that  mnst  be  achieved  at  such  a  cost,  and  the  idea 
of  an  attack  was  abandoued. 

General  Beed,  in  a  letter  to  Thomas  Wharton, 
president  of  Pennsylvania,  endeavors  to  preveot 
the  cavilhig  of  that  tunctionary  and  his  co-legis- 
lalora,  who,  though  they  hnd  rendered  very  slen- 
der assistance  in  the  campaign,  were  extremely 
urgent  for  some  striking  achievement  "  From 
my  own  fueliugs,"  writes  he,  "  I  can  easily  judge 
of  yours  and  the  gentlemen  round,  at  the  seem- 
ing inactivity  of  this  army  for  so  long  a  time. 
I  know  it  is  peculiarly  irksome  to  tlie  general, 
whose  own  Judgment  led  to  more  vigorous  meaa- 
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dWMd  witb  Ibe  RririMd  faelarisr  of  die  mSHm 
and  riieair|w;  tbtj  dniv*  Ac  eMsaf  aboat  talf 
■  aaik,«MlluTttlwgroadwililduk.  Tkeen- 
MDj^a  pidiM  eimw'tiL-d  ti  aboU  dne  hoadred, 
au'l  w«rc  nialbrced  dnriag  the  »hnnntA.  Tlie 
RUir'liiI*  U  dstanuiied  lo  be  in  the  wajr  of  iba- 


LAfayntU  binuel^  U  the  reqoat  of  Greene, 
mriHm  mn  ■nhnalwl  ya  ntodett  accgutit  of  Uie 
nffalr  lo  WuhiiigUiD.  "I  iri»h,"  observes  be, 
"  lljat  thU  Utile  »u<t%u  of  oura  may  please  you  ; 
ibifiii^  n   very  trifling  one,  I  finil  it  very  inter- 
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eating  on  mxuuat  of  Clie  beliaviur  of  our  aol- 
diers." ' 

Washington  !iad  repeateiily  written  lo  Con- 
gress in  fitvor  of  giving  tLe  murcjuis  a  commatid 
eqaaJ  to  hie  uuminal  raak,  in  coUBideratiuu  of  liis 
illuatriouB  nnd  important  cotinections.  t!io  utlach- 
Qient  he  manifeslod  to  tlie  cause,  auti  the  iliacn;- 
UOD  and  good  sense  he  hnd  displayed  on  various 
occasions.  '■  I  am  convinced,"  said  he,  "  lie  poa- 
sesses  a,  lurge  share  of  that  military  nnior  which 
generally  characterizes  the  nol)ility  of  his  couii- 
try." 

Washington  availed  himself  of  the  present  oc- 
caaian  to  support  his  former  reconimendalions, 
by  transmitting  to  Cougru&s  an  account  of  La- 
fiiyette's  youthful  exploit.  He  received,  in  re> 
turn,  an  intimation  from  that  bo<ly,  that  it  was 
their  pleaaiire  he  should  appoini  the  marnuis  to 
tlie  comtnnrid  of  n  division  in  tlie  Continental 
Army.  Tlie  division  of  General  Stephen  at  this 
time  was  vacant ;  that  veteran  officer,  who  had 
formerly  won  honor  for  himself  in  the  French 
war,  having  been  dismissed  for  misconduct  at  the 
battle  uf  Gerinantuwu,  the  result  of  intemperate 
habits,  into  whicti  he  unfortunately  had  fallen. 
Latiiyette  was  forthwith  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  that  division. 

At  this  juncture  (November  27ih),  a  modiB- 
calion  took  place  in  the  Board  of  War,  indicative 
uf  the  iuHiience  which  was  operating  in  Congrets. 
It  was  ineretised  from  three  lo  live  members: 
General   Mifflin.  Joiseph  Trumhull.  Rit-bard  Fe- 

>   Mcmoin  of  Lafa^tU,  vol.  1.  p.  133. 
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ten.  Colonel  Pickering,  and  last,  tijough  cenaiuly 
not  Iea£l,  General  Gates.  MiSlio's  rcsigualioii 
of  tbe  coniiHiKHioa  of  quartermaster-general  bad 
receuily  been  accepted ;  but  that  of  nMior-geU' 
eral  was  coutiuued  to  him,  though  without  paj. 
General  Gates  was  appointed  president  of  the 
botinl,  and  the  Pi'estdenI  of  Couj;ress  was  iii' 
Btructecl  to  exprew  to  liiin,  iu  communicHting  tbe 
intelligence,  the  high  seuse  which  that  body  eti- 
tertaiticd  of  liis  abilities,  and  peculiar  Btiiess  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  that  important  office,  upoit 
the  right  execution  of  which  the  succei«  of  the 
American  cause  so  eminently  depewled ;  and  to 
inform  bim  it  was  their  intention  to  uontinue  bis 
rank  as  major-general,  and  that  he  might  officiate 
at  the  boeid  or  iu  the  field,  as  occasion  might  re- 
quire ;  liirtherrnore,  that  he  should  repair  to  Con- 
gress with  all  convenient  dispatch,  to  enter  upon 
the  duties  of  his  appointment,  It  was  evidently 
the  idea  of  the  cabiil  that  Gates  was  bencefurlh 
to  bo  the  master  spirit  of  tbe  war.  His  friend 
Lovell,  chairman  of  the  comraillee  of  foreign  re* 
lalioiiB,  writes  to  him  on  ttie  same  day  to  urge 
him  on.  "  We  want  you  at  diflerenl  places  ;  but 
we  want  you  must  near  Germantown.  Good 
God  !  What  a  siiuaiinn  we  are  in  ;  bow  different 
from  what  might  hare  been  justly  expected  I 
You  will  be  afinnished  when  you  know  accu- 
rately what  numbers  have  at  one  time  and  an- 
other been  collected  near  Pbiladelpbia,  (o  wear  ont 
stockings,  shoes,  and  bi'eeches.  Depend  upon  it, 
for  every  ten  soldiers  placed  under  the  oiiiiimand 
of  otir  Fabius,  five  recruits  will  be  wanted  oiiuu- 
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ally  during  the  war.  The  brave  fellows  at  Foi-l 
Mifflin  tiiiil  Red  Bnnk  have  despaired  of  succor, 
and  been  obliged  lo  quit.  The  naval  departmeiiia 
have  faileti  into  clrcu instances  of  seeming  disgrute. 
Come  lo  the  Board  of  War,  if  only  for  a  short 

season If  it  was  not  fur  the  ilefeiit 

of  Burgoyne,  and  the  Strang  appearnnee  of  a 
European  war,  our  alfairs  are  Fatjiused  into  a 
very  disagreeable  posture." ' 

While  liusy  faction  was  thus  at  work,  both  in 
and  out  of  Congresa,  to  undermine  the  fame  and 
authority  of  Washington,  General  Howe,  accord- 
ing to  his  own  threat,  was  preparing  to  ''drive 
liiiD  beyond  the  maun  tains." 

On  the  4lh  of  December,  Captain  Allen  Mo 
Lnue,  a  vigilant  olRcer  already  mentioned,  of  the 
Maryland  line,  brought  word  to  bead-quarters, 
that  an  altaek  was  to  be  niade  that  very  night  on 
the  camp  at  White  Marsh.  Washington  made 
his  dispositions  lo  receive  (lie  meditated  assault, 
and,  ill  the  mean  time,  deiaciied  McLane  with 
one  hundred  men  to  revunnoiter.  The  latter  met 
the  van  of  the  enemy  about  eleven  o'clock  at 
night,  on  the  Germantown  road;  attacked  it  at 
the  Tinee  Mile  Run,  forced  it  lo  change  ils  line 
of  march,  and  hovered  about  and  impeded  it 
throughout  the  nighl.  About  three  o'clock  in  tiie 
morning  the  alarm-gun  announced  the  approach 
of  the  enemy.  They  appeared  at  daybreak,  and 
encamped  on  Chestuut  Hill,  within  three  miles 
of  Washington's  right  wing.  Brigadier  general 
James  Irvine,  with  six  hundred  of  the  Pennsyl- 
>  Gatai'  Paptr;  N.  Y.  Ulst.  3oc.  Lib. 
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Tania  militia,  was  seal  oul  to  skirmish  with  iheir 
light  advanced  parties.  He  eocouutered  ihem  at 
(he  foot  of  Ilie  hill,  but  alter  a  3hi>rt  coiiHict,  lu 
which  several  were  killed  and  wotiiided,  his  troops 
gave  waj  and  fled  in  all  ilireclious,  leaving  him 
and  four  or  Hvu  of  bis  men  wounded  on  the  field, 
who  were  taken  prieonere. 

General  Howe  passed  the  day  in  recoiinoltei^ 
ing.  and  at  night  changed  his  ground,  and  moved 
Id  a  hill  on  the  left,  and  wiihiu  a  mile  of  the 
AmeriuHQ  line.  It  was  his  wish  lo  have  a  gen- 
eral action,  but  to  have  it  on  advantageout>  teriiM. 
He  hail  ecrutiuized  Washinglon's  position  and 
pronounced  it  inaccessible.  For  tlii-ee  days  lie 
maneuverol  to  draw  him  from  it,  shifiiiig  his  own 
position  occasionally,  but  still  keeping  on  advtuv- 
tHgeous  ground.  Washington  was  not  to  be  de- 
coyed. He  knew  the  vast  advantages  whlcli  su- 
perior science,  discipline,  and  experience,  gave  the 
enemy  in  open  field  fight,  and  remained  witliio 
his  lines.  AH  hia  beat  officers  approved  of  his 
policy.  Several  sharp  skirmishes  occurred  at  £dge 
Hill  and  elsewhere,  in  which  Morgan's  riflemen 
Biid  the  Maryland  militia  were  concenied.  There 
was  los!t  on  both  sides,  but  the  Ainerieuns  gave 
way  befiire  a  great  superiority  of  numbers. 

In  oue  of  these  skirmishes  General  Kted  had 
a  narrow  escape.  He  was  reconnoitering  the  en- 
emy at  Washington's  request,  when  he  fell  in  with 
eome  uf  ihe  Pennsylvania  militia  who  bad  been 
scattered,  and  endeavored  to  rally  and  lead  them 
forward.  His  horse  was  sitot  through  the  head, 
and  came  with  faini  to  the  ground ;  the  enemy's 
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&en  of  aad  tracae  him.     He  waa  conTevvd  frMn 
Ike  ieU  I17  ■  li^tt  faonenuin.' 

On  tbe  7lb  ihen  was  erery  ■ppearanoe  tLat 
HDve  mediUted  an  attack  on  ibe  kti  wing. 
Waitihigtom't  bewt  noir  beat  hi«h.  and  be  pr«- 
pai«d  Cbr  ■  wun  bimI  deceive  actioa.  Iq  tbe 
cmme  of  tbe  daj  he  rode  Uirau^  every  brigade, 
pring  direciioas  bow  ibe  attack  was  lo  be  met, 
wad  exboniug  his  troops  to  deftend  mainlj  oo  tba 
^^oneL  Hia  men  were  iiwpiriied  bv  hi?  words, 
bat  alill  more  by  his  Idc^b,  bo  calm  and  deter* 
■ined ;  ibr  the  soldier  regards  tbe  demeanor  more 
iban  the  words    of  his  general   ia    tbe    boar  of 

Tbe  day  wore  awaj  with  notliing  bat  skir- 
wi^ba,  in  which  Morgan's  riflemen,  and  the 
UaiTbutd  militia  under  Colonel  Gisi,  rendered 
good  aert-ioe.  An  attack  was  expected  in  the 
night,  or  early  in  tlie  morning  i  but  no  allack  look 
piace^  Tbe  spirit  manifested  by  the  AmericanB 
in  their  recent  contests,  had  rendered   the  Briii:«h 


Tbe  next  day,  in  the  artemooo.  the  enemy  were 
■gain  in  motion ;  but  instead  of  adranciiig.  died 
off  to  tbe  left,  hailed,  and  lit  up  a  long  string  of 
fins  on  tbe  heigbis  ;  behind  which  they  retreated, 
Hkntly  and  precipitately,  in  tbe  nigbi.  By  the 
time  Washington  received  intelligence  of  their 
movement,  lliey  were  in  full   mareh  by  two  or 

1  Li/t  aaiCbr.Q/  JUci,  ml.  i.  p.  3bl. 
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I  iTMtefl  for  Philadelphia.  He  immedialelj 
delflcbeil  light  partita  to  tall  upon  their  rear,  bot 
tbe^  were  too  Thf  on  the  wbji  For  auj  but  light 
borve  to  overtake  ibem. 

An  inlclligcDl  obserrer  writes  to  President 
Wharlou  from  the  canip:  "As  all  Iheir  move- 
,  adtltsd  lo  llidr  repealed  declnratiuns  of 
driving  General  Waahingfou  orer  the  Blue  Moun- 
lattiR,  were  oilculaled  lo  Hwure  us  of  (heir  having 
wilh  the  delermination  lo  Bghl.  it  was 
lhoU|;ht  prudent  lo  keep  our  po^t  upon  the  hills, 
near  (he  cliurcb.  I  understand  it  was  resolved, 
if  they  did  not  begin  the  Hitavk  soon,  lo  hare 
funght  tbein  at  all  events,  it  not  being  suppowil 
that  they  could,  consiatenl  with  their  own  feelings, 
have  secretly  etolea  into  the  city  eo  suddenly 
nfter  so  long  gasconading  on  what  they  intended 
to  lio,"  1 

Here  then  was  another  occasion  of  which  the 
euemies  of  Wasliinglon  availed  themselves  lo  de- 
ride hia  cautious  policy.  Yet  it  was  clearly 
dictated  by  true  wisdom.  His  heart  yearned  for 
a  general  eticounler  wilh  llie  enemy.  In  his  dis- 
palcli  to  the  President  of  Congress,  lie  writes.  "  I 
sincerely  wish  lliHt  they  bail  made  an  Htluek  ;  as 
the  issue,  in  all  probHbility,  from  the  disposition 
of  our  troops  and  the  strong  situation  of  our  camp, 
would  have  been  furliinate  and  happy.  At  the 
•lime  time  I  must  add,  that  reason,  prudence,  and 
every  principle  of  policy  forbade  us  from  quitting 
our    post  to   attack  them.     Nothing  but  success 
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would  have  justified  ilie  mensiire  ;  and  this  could 
Dot  be  expected  from  their  position." 

At  this  lime,  one  of  the  earliest  menxiirea  re- 
commended by  [lie  Board  of  War,  nnd  adopted 
by  Cougrees,  showedtbe  increasing  influence  of 
the  cabal ;  two  inspectora-general  were  to  be  ap- 
pointed for  the  promotion  of  di»ciptiiie  and  ref- 
nrmntion  rif  abufies  in  llie  army  ;  and  one  of  the 
persons  chosen  for  this  important  ollice  was  Con- 
wiLy,  with  the  rank,  too,  of  major-general  I  This 
was  tacitly  in  defiance  of  the  opinion  so  fnlly  ex< 
preyed  by  Wa''hinglon  of  the  demerit*  of  the 
man,  nnd  tbe  ruinous  effects  to  be  apprehended 
from  his  promotion  over  the  heails  of  brigadiers 
of  superior  claiiiia.  Conway,  however,  was  the 
secret  colleague  of  Gales,  and  Gales  was  now 
the  rising  sun. 

Winter  htid  now  set  in  with  all  \l*  severity. 
Tile  troops,  worn  down  by  long  and  hiird  service, 
had  need  of  repoee.  Foorly  clad.  al^o.  and  almost 
destitute  of  blankets,  they  required  a  warmer 
shelter  tbnn  mere  leuis  against  the  inc1eni<encies 
of  the  season.  Tiie  nearest  towns  which  would 
affonl  winter-quarters,  were  Lancaster,  York,  atid 
Carlisle;  but  should  the  army  retire  lu  eiilier  of 
these,  a  large  and  fertile  district  would  be  exposed 
to  be  foraged  by  ilie  foe,  mid  its  inhabitants,  per- 
haps, to  be  dragooned  into  aubmissiori. 

Much  anxiety  was  fell  by  ihe  Pennsylvania 
Legialiiture  on  the  subject,  who  were  desirous 
ihat  the  army  should  remain  in  the  fleld.  Gen- 
eral Reeil,  in  a  letter  lo  the  president  of  that 
body,  writes :  "  A  line  of  winler-quarlers  had  been 
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proposed  and  supporled  by  eome  of  liis  [Wasliiug- 
ton'sj  principnl  ulficcrs  ;  but  I  believe  1  iiirj  ita- 
Bure  yo\i  be  will  nut  come  inio  it,  but  take  po«t 
Bs  netir  the  enemy,  and  cover  oa  much  of  the 
couiitrj  as  the  nakedness  and  wretched  condition 
of  some  p«rt  of  ihe  army  will  admiu  To  keep 
the  Reld  entirely  is  impraaicable,  and  so  you 
would  think  if  you  saw  the  plight  we  were  in- 
Ton  will  Boon  know  the  plan,  snd  na  it  has  been 
adopted  principnlly  upon  tlie  opinions  of  the 
gentlemen  of  this  Slate,  I  hope  it  wilt  give  siitia- 
factlon  to  you  and  tbe  gentlemen  around  you. 
If  it  is  not  doing  wbat  we  would,  it  is  doing  wliat 
we  can ;  and  I  must  say  the  general  has  tibown  h 
truly  feeling  and  patriotic  refpect  for  ub  on  this 
occiuion.  in  which  you  would  agree  with  me,  if 
you  knew  all  the  circumBtnnceti." 

The  plan  adopted  by  Washingion,  after  holding 
B  council  of  war,  and  weighing  the  dlBCordant 
opiuione  of  his  oflicers,  was  \o  hut  llie  army  for 
the  winter  at  Valley  Forge,  in  Chester  County, 
on  the  weBl  si<le  of  the  Schuylkill,  about  1,weniy 
miles  from  Philadelphia,  Here  he  would  be  itble 
to  keep  a  vigilant  eye  on  that  cily,  and  at  Ihe 
eame  time  protect  a  great  extent  of  country. 

Sad  and  dreary  was  the  marcli  to  Valley  Forge ; 
uncheered  by  Ihe  recollection  of  any  recent  tri- 
umph, KB  was  the  march  to  winier-quarterB  iu 
tbe  preceding  year.  Hungry  and  cold  were  the 
poor  fellows  who  had  so  long  been  keeping  the 
field  i  for  proyigions  were  scant,  clothing  worn  out, 
Kud  so  badly  off  were  they  for  shoes,  thai  ibe 
footsteps  of  many    might  be    tracked    in    blooil. 
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Tel  at  this  very  lime  we  are  loW,  "  hogsheads  of 
sboea,  aiockings,  and  clorhitig,  were  lyidg  at  dif- 
ferent pliicea  on  the  roads  and  in  the  woods,  perish' 
iag  for  WHUt  of  leama,  or  of  money  tti  pay  ihe 
leamBters."  ' 

Such  were  the  (nnaeqiiencea  of  the  derange- 
nieiil  of  ihe  comini»9RriaL 

Arrived  at  Valley  Foi-ge  on  Ihe  17lh,  the  troops 
had  slill  to  brave  ihe  wintry  weather  in  their 
tenia,  until  ihey  could  cut  down  trees  aud  couairuct 
hul8  for  their  accommodation.  Those  who  were 
ou  the  sick  Ibt  had  lo  »eek  temporary  shelter 
wherever  it  could  be  foutjd,  among  the  farmera 
of  the  neighborhood.  According  to  the  reguklions 
in  the  orderly  book,  each  hut  was  to  be  fourteen 
feet  by  ainleen,  with  walla  of  logs  filled  in  with 
clay,  aiz  feet  and  a  half  high  ;  the  fire-places  were 
of  l<^  plastered  ;  and  logs  split  into  rude  plauks 
or  alabs  funiished  the  rooliiig.  A  hut  was  allotted 
to  twelve  nou  commissioned  oflicers  and  soldiers. 
A  general  officer  had  a  hut  to  hiinaelf.  The  same 
was  allowed  to  Che  staff  of  each  'brigade  and  regi- 
ment, and  the  field-officer  of  each  regiment ;  and 
a  hut  to  the  commisHioned  officera  of  each  com- 
pany. The  huts  of  the  aoldiery  fronted  on  streets. 
Those  of  the  officers  formed  a  line  in  the  rear, 
and  the  encampment  gradually  assumed  the  look 
of  a  rude  military  villiige. 

Scarce  had  the  troops  been  two  days  employed 
in  these  labors,  when,  before  daybreak  on  the  22d, 
word  wae  brought  that  a  body  of  the  enemy  had 
made  a  sortie  toward  Cheater,  apparently  on  a 
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tBm^tng  czp6iiitioai  WawhingtoB  utatd  orders 
to  genmit  Hontiagtoii  sod  yaminn,  to  hold  their 
Inops  in  mdiocM  to  msrch  apunsf  them.  Their 
fvplies  bespemk  the  forlorn  state  of  the  annj. 
*^  Fighting  will  be  fiu*  preferable  to  starring  * 
writes  Hontington.  ^Mj  brigade  are  oat  of  pro- 
▼intonn,  nor  can  the  oommiMarj  obtain  anj  meat. 
I  have  ojwd  ererj  argnment  mj  imagination  can 
invent  to  make  the  foldiers  easj,  but  I  despair  of 
being  able  lo  do  it  moch  longer.*' 

^  It's  a  very  pleasing  circamstance  to  the  di- 
vision under  my  command,"  writes  Tamam, 
that  there  is  a  probability  of  their  marching ; 
three  days  sncoessively  we  have  been  destitate  of 
brernl.  Two  days  we  have  been  entirely  without 
meat.  The  men  must  be  supplied,  or  they  cannot 
be  oommaiided." 

In  fact,  a  dHn^^erouA  mutiny  had  broken  out 
among  the  fKmi»liing  troops  in  the  preceding 
night,  which  their  officerH  had  had  great  difficulty 
in  quelling. 

Wasliington  nistantly  wrote  to  the  President 
of  Corifrress  on  the  finl)ject.  **  I  do  not  know 
fnim  what  cause  this  alarming  deficiency  or  rather 
total  fuilnro  of  Hupplics  arises ;  but  unless  more 
vigorous  exertion:)  and  better  regulations  take 
place  in  that  line  (the  commissaries'  department) 
immediately,  the  army  must  dissolve.  I  have 
done  all  in  my  power  by  remonstrating,  by  writ- 
ing, by  ordering  the  commissaries  on  this  head, 
from  time  to  time ;  but  without  any  good  effect, 
or  obtaining  more  thnn  a  present  scanty  relief. 
Owing  to  this,  the  march  of  the  army  has  been 
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delayed  on  more  than  one  interesting  o 
tlie  course  of  tlie  present  aimpHign  ;  nnd  had  a 
boily  of  the  enemy  crossed  llie  Schuylkill  this 
morning,  as  I  had  reason  to  expect,  the  divisions 
vrhicli  I  ordered  lo  be  in  readiness  to  march  and 
me«t  them  could  not  have  moTed." 

Scarce  had  Washington  dispatched  thie  letter, 
when  he  learnt  that  the  Legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
vania hod  addressed  a  remonatrauce  to  Congress 
against  his  going  into  wit>t«r-i]uarterB,  instead  of 
keeping  in  the  open  field.  This  letter,  receired 
in  his  forlorn  situation,  snrronnded  by  an  un- 
housed, scantily  clad,  half-Mtarved  army,  shiver- 
ing in  the  midst  of  December's  snow  and  cold, 
put  an  end  to  his  forbearance,  and  drew  from 
him  another  letter  to  the  President  of  Congress, 
dated  on  the  23d,  which  we  shall  largely  qnot« ; 
not  only  for  its  manly  and  truthful  eloiinenc«, 
but  for  the  exposition  it  gives  of  the  difficulties 
of  his  situation,  mainly  caused  by  unwise  and 
inlermeddling  legislation. 

And  first  us  to  the  commissariat:  — 
"  Though  I  have  been  tender,  heretofore," 
writes  he,  "  of  giving  any  opinion,  or  lodging 
coraplaiuts,  as  the  change  in  that  department 
took  place  contrary  to  my  judgment,  and  the 
consequences  thereof  were  predicted ;  yet,  find- 
ing that  the  inactivity  of  the  army,  whether  for 
want  of  provisions,  clothes,  or  other  essentials,  is 
charged  to  my  account,  not  only  by  the  common 
vulgar,  but  by  those  in  power,  it  is  time  to  speak 
plain  in  eicuI|>ation  of  myself.  With  truth,  then, 
I  can  declare,  that  no  man,  in  my  opinion,  ever 
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Wl  bis  Dieasuros  mnre  impeded  tiiao  I  Imve  \sj 
every  depanment  of  the  army. 

"  Since  tlie  moMth  of  July,  we  have  hiu)  no 
aMtslaiice  from  the  qaartermasler-general ;  and  to 
want  of  ossistaacd  from  this  department,  thecom- 
missary-getieral  charges  great  part  of  his  defi- 
ciency. To  this  I  am  to  add,  iLat  iiotwitliHtand~ 
tag  it  is  a  standing  order,  and  often  repealed, 
that  the  troops  shall  alvraya  have  two  days'  pro- 
visions by  them,  that  they  miglit  be  ready  at  any 
sudden  call ;  yet  an  opportunity  haa  siaircely  ever 
offered  of  taking  an  advantage  of  the  enemy,  that 
it  has  not  been  either  totally  obstructed,  or  greatly 
impede*!  on  this  accounL  ....  Ah  a  proof 
of  the  little  benefit  received  from  a  clothier-gen- 
eral, aa  a  further  proof  of  the  inability  of  au 
army,  under  the  circiimstniices  of  this,  to  perform 
the  common  duties  of  soldiers  (besides  a  number 
of  men  coiillned  to  hospitals  for  want  of  shoes, 
and  otiiers  ia  farmers'  houses  on  tlie  same  ac- 
count), we  have,  by  a  Held  return  this  day  made, 
no  less  than  two  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
ninety-eight  men  now  in  camp  unlit  for  duty, 
because  ihey  are  barefoot,  and  otherwise  naked. 
By  the  same  return,  it  appeam  tliat  onr  whole 
strength  in  continental  troops,  including  the  East- 
ern hrigHdes,  which  have  joined  ns  since  the  sur- 
render of  General  Burgoyne,  excluwve  of  the 
Maryland  troops  sent  to  Wilmington,  amounts  to 
no  more  than  eight  thousand  two  hundred  in 
camp  lit  for  duty ;  notwitlistanding  whicli,  and 
that  since  the  4th  instant,  our  utimbere  (It  for 
duty,  from  the  hardships  and  exposures  they  have 
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Dodergone,  particularly  on  account  of  blankets 
(numbers  have  been  obliged,  im<i  still  are,  to  sit 
up  all  niglit  by  fires,  instead  of  taking  comfort- 
able rest  in  a  natural  atid  common  way),  have 
decreased  near  two  tliousand  men. 

"  We  find  gentlemen,  without  knowing  whether 
the  army  was  really  going  into  winter-quarters 
or  not  (for  I  am  sure  no  re.-w>]uuon  of  mine  couid 
warrant  tlie  remonstrance),  mprohaling  the  meas- 
nre  as  mueh  as  if  they  thought  the  Boldier§  were 
made  of  stocka  or  etoneB,  and  equally  insensible 
of  frost  aiid  snow;  and  moreover,  as  if  they  con- 
ceived it  easily  practicable  for  an  inferior  army, 
under  the  disadvantages  I  dcscriiwd  ours  to  be  — 
which  are  by  no  means  exaggerated —  to  confiue 
a  superior  one.  in  all  respects  well  appointed  aud 
provided  for  n  winter's  campnign,  within  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  and  to  cover  from  depredation 
and  waste  the  Stales  of  Pennsylvania  and  Jergty, 
But  wliat  makes  this  matter  still  more  extraor- 
dinary in  my  eye.  is,  that  these  very  gentlemen, 
wlio  were  well  apprised  of  the  nakedness  of  the 
troops  from  ocular  demonstration,  who  tlioiight 
iheir  own  soldiers  worse  clad  than  others,  and 
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to  a  decree  of  the  State  (not  one  article  of 
which,  by  the  by,  is  yet  come  to  hand),  should 
tliink  a  winter's  campaign,  and  tlie  covering  of 
those  States  from  the  invasion  of  an  enemy,  so 
easy  aud  practicable  a  business.     I  con  assure 
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bad  hii)  measures  more  impeded  tlmo  I  liave  bj  I 
every  department  of  the  army. 

"Since  the  month  of  July,  we  have  hctd  ao 
aasistiitice  from  the  quartermaster-general ;  and  to 
want  of  assistance  from  this  department,  the  com- 
miasary-general   charges  great  part  of  hia  defi- 
ciency.    To  this  I  am  to  add,  that  notwithstand- 
ing it  is  a  standing  order,  and  often   repeatad, 
that  the  troojis  ahall  always  have  two  days'  pro- 
Tisions  by  them,  Uiat  they  might  be  ready  at  any 
sudden  call ;  yet  an  opportunity  has  scarcely  ever 
offered  of  taking  an  advantage  of  the  enemy,  that 
it  has  not  been  either  totally  obstructed,  or  greatly 
impeded  on  tJiis  accoiinL    ....     As  a  proof 
of  the  little  benefit  received  fj-om  a  clothier-g« 
eral.  as  a  further  proof  of  the   inability  rf  i 
army,  under  the  circum stances  of  this,  to  perfbiO    j 
the  common  duties  of  soldiers  (besides  a  number 
of  men  confined  to  hospitals  for  want  of  Bhoe%  I 
and  Dtiters  in  farmers'  himses  on  the  same  ao-  J 
count),  we  have,  by  a  field  return  this  day  nw 
no  less   than   two  thousand  eight  hundred  1 
uioety-eight  men  now   in   camp  unfit  for  diiWi  I 
because  they  are  barefoot,  and  otherwise  dbImA.  J 
By  the  same  return,  it  appeam  that  our  i 
strength  in  continental  troops,  indud'mg  llw  E"""^  i 
em  brigrtdes,  which  have  joined  us  anoe  *'"?'■ 
render  of   General  Burgoyne,  exdusive  <»  *"■" 
Maryland  troops  sent  to  WilaiingWn.  anJoO^M 
no  more   than  eight  thousaud    wo  huoAwd  * 
camp  lit  for  duty ;    notwithstanding  wbic^  •* 
that  since  the  4th  insuuu    omv  nrtro^*"*  _ 
duty,  from  the  bardshijMi  antl.  exjiosureft  « 
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Among  so  inaiij  cro«B-p imposes  nnil  discourage- 
ments, it  waa  a  difTiciilt  task  for  Wushiiiglon  U> 
"  keep  the  life  rnid  soul  of  llie  army  logether." 
Yet  hii  liaJ  douB  ao.  Marvelous  indeed  Wds  ttie 
manner  in  wliicli  he  had  soothed  llie  dtscontenlH 
of  hia  a^rieved  officers,  and  reconciled  lliem  lo 
an  ill-requiting  service;  and  still  more  marvel- 
ous the  manner  in  which  he  had  breathed  his 
own  spirit  of  patience  aud  perseverance  in  his  yeo- 
man soldiery,  during  [heir  sultry  marchings  and 
countennarchings  through  the  Jerseys,  under  all 
kinds  of  privHtioua.  with  no  visible  object  of  pur- 
suit to  stimulate  their  ardor,  huTiting,  as  it  were, 
the  rumored  apparitions  of  an  unseen  fleet. 

All  this  time,  loo,  while  endeavoring  to  ascer- 
tain and  counteract  the  operations  of  Lord  Howe 
upon  the  ocean,  and  his  brother  upon  the  land,  he 
was  directing  and  aiding  military  measures  against 
Burgoyne  in  the  North,  Three  games  were  in  a 
manner  going  on  under  his  supervision.  The  op- 
erations of  the  commander-in-chief  are  not  always 
most  obvious  to  llie  public  eye  ;  victories  may  be 
planned  in  his  tent,  of  which  subordinate  generals 
get  ihe  credit ;  and  most  of  the  moves  which 
ended  in  giving  a  triumphant  check  Co  Bui^yne, 
may  be  traced  to  Washington's  shiTiing  camp  tn 
the  Jerseys. 

It  has  been  an  irksome  la'^k  in  some  of  the 
preceding  chapters,  to  notice  the  under-current  of 
intrigue  and  management  by  wiiich  some  part  of 
this  year's  campaign  was  disgraced;  yet  even- 
hiindeii  justice  rcqtiires  that  such  miichiiiHlJona 
should  be  exposed.  We  have  shown  how  success- 
till    they    were   in    displacing    Ihe    uoble-heorted 
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Schuyler  from  the  hend  of  the  Nortliern  depart- 
ment ;  the  snme  inachi nations  were  now  at  work 
to  undermine  the  cuinmaiider-iu-cbier,  mid  elevate 
the  putative  hero  of  Saratoga  on  hia  ruiiiH.  He 
wtifl  iiHiiifully  aware  of  them ;  yet  in  no  part  of 
tLe  war  did  he  more  thoroughly  evince  that  ma^ 
nanimity  which  wae  hia  grand  characleriatic,  than 
JD  the  l»st  BCenea  of  this  campnign,  where  he  rose 
above  the  tnuntings  of  the  press,  the  eneeriiigs  of 
the  cabal,  the  murmurs  of  the  public,  the  augges- 
tioiia  of  some  of  his  frieiida,  and  the  throbhing 
impulses  of  hia  own  courageous  heart,  ami  ailhered 
to  tliat  Fabian  policy  which  he  considered  t 
tial  to  the  aafety  of  the  cause.  To  dare  is  often 
the  impulse  of  sellish  ambition  or  harebrained 
valor :  to    forbear  is  at  times  the  proof  of  real 
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vere  for  ihe  wrelch  who  beirnyejl  me ;  Birf  I 
doubt  not  j>our  fiieniiship  for  me.  us  well  as  your 
ixhI  for  our  xnfety,  will  bring  Ihe  name  of  this 
niiscreaiit  to  light." 

Gales  tnnde  rigid  inquiries  nmong  Ihe  gentle- 
men of  his  slnlf;  all  disavowed  any  knowledge  of 
■he  matter.  In  the  coiifuBiati  and  perturbHiion 
of  bis  mind,  liis  suspicions  glanced,  or  weru 
turned,  npoa  Colonel  Haniilion,  as  tbe  cliaunel 
of  commnnieaiion,  he  having  hod  free  access  lo 
liead-quiirlers  during  his  late  miaiion  from  the  com- 
manderiii-diief.  In  this  slate  of  meiitui  Irepiila- 
tion.  GhIps  wrole,  on  the  8lh  of  Diceniber,  the 
following  letter  (o  Washington. 

"Siti  — I  shall  not  attempt  lo  describe  what, 
ae  A  privHte  gentleman,  I  CHunot  help  feeling,  on 
representing  to  my  mind  the  disagreeable  fcitualiun 
in  which  cotifideutial  letters,  when  exposed  lo 
public  inspection,  may  place  an  unsuspecting  cor- 
respondent;  hut,  as  a  public  officer,  1  conjure 
your  Excellency  to  give  me  all  the  assislonce  you 
oin  in  tracing  the  author  of  Ibe  iiiHdelity  which 
put  extrHCte  from  General  Conway's  letters  to  me 
into  yonr  hands.  Those  letters  have  been  sieal- 
ingly  copied,  but  which  of  tliem.  when,  and  by 
whom,  is  to  me  as  yet  an  anfalhomable  secret. 

.  .  .  It  is,  I  believe,  in  yuur  Excellency's 
power  to  do  me  and  the  United  Slates  a  very  im- 
portant service,  by  detecting  a  wretch  who  may 
betray  me,  and  capitally  injure  the  very  operations 
under  your  immediate  directions.  ....  The 
crime  being  eventually  so  imporlaul,  that  the 
>  Git«>'  P/tptn,  K.  T.  Hiat  L 
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leuBt  loss  of  time  mn;  be  attended  with  llie  wont 
coiisequenees,  and  il  being  uiibuown  to  me  whether 
the  letter  came  lo  you  from  a  member  of  Coi>- 
greea.  or  from  an  officer,  I  thai!  have  the  honor  of 
transroilting  a  copy  of  this  to  l)ie  preaidenC.  lliat 
the  Congress  may,  la  concert  with  your  Excel- 
lency, obtain  as  soon  aa  possible  a  discovery  which 
M>  deeply  affects  the  safety  of  the  Slates.  Crimea 
of  that  macnilude  ought  not  to  remain  unpun- 
ished.''  A  copy  of  this  letter  was  transmitted  by 
Gates  lo  the  President  of  Coiigreie. 

Washington  replied  with  characlerialic  dignity 
and  candor.  "Your  letter  of  the  8th  ultimo," 
9  he  (January  4th),  "  came  lo  my  hand  a  few 
days  ago,  and,  to  my  great  surprii^e,  informed  me 
that  a  copy  of  it  had  been  sent  to  Congress,  for 
what  reason  I  find  myself  unable  lo  account;  but, 
le  end  was  doubtless  intended  to  be  answered 
by  it.  I  am  laid  under  the  disagreeable  necessity 
of  returning  my  answer  through  the  same  channel, 
lest  any  member  of  that  honorable  body  should 
harbor  an  unfavorable  suspicion  of  my  having 
practiced  some  indirect  meaDS  to  come  at  the 
contents  of  tlie  confidential  letters  between  you 
and  General  Conway, 

"I  am  to  inform  yon,  then,  that  Colonel  Wil- 
kinson, on  his  way  to  Congress,  in  the  month  of 
October  last,  fell  iu  with  Lord  Stirling  at  Reading, 
and,  not  in  confidence,  ttiat  I  ever  understood,  in- 
formed his  aide-de-camp.  Major  McWillisms,  that 
General  Conway  had  written  this  lo  you :  '  Heaven 
haa  been  deierniined  to  save  your  country,  or  a 
weak   geoeral   and   bod  ooutuelorB  would    have 
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to  Coairaj  wm  mttiAj  lo  •fcow  dwt  ^atiamtn 

pMlioD.  ••  ^ieiiber  tUi  iMier,"  n^aiiiw  i  he, 
■*  nnr  the  iMfonouba  vlridt  oeeariooeJ  h,  wa>  rrer 
Aradlj  or  iMfireol J  enMinmiitaicJ  bf  nae  lo  • 
VtBj^w  <mioiT  tA  tJiM  trvtj^  ont  oc  si^  own  Jkuuj, 
Mccvpiing  tlie  Uarcpii  As  LaCtTcne,  who.  Im-iiig 
been  •piAen  lo  on  ihe  rotgert  bj  Geoentl  Ct«w»y, 
Npptied  Car  and  saw,  aa<lcr  injaortion*  of  secrec;, 
■he  l«lltrr  whicb  ooataiDed  W3kin<onV  iolgrnta* 
liun :  fto  (ItBifoiu  wM  I  of  tixxmim^  erery  mat- 
ter itiHt  (MulfL  in  ii«  ci>nw]uences,  give  ihe 
Mniille*!  riit^miptioo  to  the  tranquillity  of  this 
•nny,  or  nflbrd  a  gleAm  of  hnpe  lo  the  eneuy  bj 
<])iMen«inni  thereiD."  .  .  .  .  "  Till  Lord 
Hlirling**  letter  came  lo  mj  hnttd*,  I  nerer  knew 
that  Geiieml  Conway,  wliom  I  Tiewed  in  the 
light  uf  a  *lrnnger  lo  jrou,  was  it  ForreHpoadciit  of 
youn :  miict]  less  (tid  I  suapeot  that  I  was  the 
snlijvvt  ofyrKir  miiRdentinl  letters.  ParJon  roe, 
ibon,  for  Milling,  that  so  far  from  conceiving  the 
Mftily  of  the  Slntei  cnn  be  Hffecled,  or  in  the 
umalleKl  ik-gree  injured,  by  n  discovery  of  this 
kiiid,  iir  tliiit  I  nhunhl  be  iralW  upon  in  such  sol- 
omn  terms  to  (loint  out  the  nuihor,  I  considered  ihe 
itifurtnuliiin  ns  coming  from  yourself,  and  given  to 
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forewarn,  and  coo^eijuenlly  to  forearm  me,  agaioBt 
n  secret  eiiemj,  or  in  other  words,  a  dmigerous 
inceniliary  ;  in  which  character,  sooner  c 
this  couQlry  will  know  Guneral  Oinwnj'.  Bat 
in  this,  a«  in  other  nutllers  of  late,  I  have  found 
myself  mistaken." 

This  clear  and  ample  answer  explained  the 
enigma  of  the  laconic  nole  to  Couway,  mid  showed 
that  the  betrayal  of  the  defanialory  correspondence 
was  due  to  the  babbling  orWilkinflon.  Following 
the  mode  adopted  by  Gales,  Washington  Irans- 
milted  his  reply  through  the  hands  of  the  Fresi- 
deot  of  Congress,  and  thus  this  matter,  which  he 
had  generously  kepi  secret,  became  blazoned  before 
Congress  and  the  world. 

A  few  days  aAer  writing  the  above  letter, 
Washington  received  the  following  WHniing  from 
his  old  and  faithful  friend,  Dr.  Cruik,  dated  from 
Maryland,  January  6th.  *■  Nnlwithslanding  your 
UQwearicid  diligence  and  the  nnparalleltd  Micrifice 
of  domestic  happiness  and  ease  of  mind  which  you 
hare  made  for  the  good  of  your  country,  yet  you 
are  not  wanting  in  secret  enemies,  who  would  mb 
you  of  the  great  and  truly  dewrved  esteem  your 
country  has  for  you.  Base  and  villaiuous  men, 
through  chagrin,  envy,  or  ambition,  are  endeavor- 
ing to  lessen  you  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  and 
t^ing  underhand  methods  to  traduce  your  char- 
acter. The  morning  I  leti  camp,  1  was  informed 
that  a  strong  faction  woe  forming  agniiist  you  in 
the  new  Board  of  War.  and  in  the  Congresa.  • 
.  .  .  The  metlKid  they  are  taking  is  by  head- 
ing General  Gates  up  to  the  people,  aud  making 
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done  DoUiing  ;  ibat  PbitadclphiB  wa>  given  up  by 
joat  nwaAgeoienl,  and  tbot  jou  bare  bad  umaj 
opportuiiiuM  of  dtsrealiDKihe  caaaj.  It  b  taid 
lliey  dare  »ut  «[^>eiir  opeiilj  as  ](our  eoetDies ;  but 
Uutt  the  iieiT  Board  of  War  is  Ofinpijeei]  of  such 
Inuliit^  men,  M  will  throw  gnch  ot^tacles  aud 
dilBi:uUi43  in  jour  waj  as  to  fbFC«  yua  to  re- 
■ign."  • 

All  luiuDjrrDoiu  letter  to  Patridk  Heniy,  dated 
fnim  Yorbiown,  January  12th,  sajrs  atnong  oilier 
things,  "We  have  ooiy  parsed  ibe  Bed  Sea;  a 
dreary  wililemeas  is  slill  befotv  ua,  and  unless  a 
Mosei  or  a  Joaiiua  are  raised  up  in  our  behalf,  we 
miut  perish  before  wtt  reach  the  pnnniaed  land.  . 
.  .  ,  liuL  is  our  case  desperate  ?  Bjr  no 
sngth 


muuns.  We  have  wisdom,  virtue,  aud  i 
enough  to  save  us,  if  tJiej  could  be  culled  into 
auli'iu.  The  norlhem  army  has  shown  ud  whnt 
Aniericxns  are  capable  of  doing  with  a  general  at 
thoif  lienil.  The  spirit  of  the  eouihern  army  id 
110  way  inferior  to  the  spirit  of  the  northeru. 
A  GnldC,  a  Lee,  or  a  Conway,  would  in  a  few 
weeks  render  them  en  irresiitiible  body  of  men. 
"  Tlie  hutt  of  the  above  officers  has  accepted  of 
(lie  new  ulHce  of  inspector-gecieral  of  our  army,  in 
order  to  rcforin  nliumis ;  but  the  remedy  is  only 
a  pallialivu  one.  In  one  of  his  letters  to  a  friend, 
he  say*,  '  a  great  luid  good  Go<l  hath  decreed 
Ameriita  to  be  free,  or  the  [general^  and  weak 
counsulurs  would  have  ruined  her  long  ago.'  "  ' 

■  Hpurhi.      Wiukiitglmt  H'nliojit,  tol  v. p.  18». 
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Merh  snd  uleU  willi  whidi  I 
have  no  preteiiBioiii  of  nrabhip,  have 
been  futgect  to  it.  M/  keait  leUs  ne,  lh«l 
it  baa  ever  been  mj  anremitied  aim  to  do  tbe  best 
tbal  circunutancea  would  permit ;  j«t  1  amj 
have  been  T«ry  ofleb  mistaken  in  my  judgment 
of  tbe  measR,  and  may  in  many  insiancea  d«- 
»erve  the  imfiDtalion  of  error." 

Gatei  was  dispoKd  to  mark  his  fidveat  to 
power  by  a  striking  operation.  A  ooiable  pro- 
ject had  been  concerted  by  him  and  the  Board 
of  War  for  a  winter  irruption  into  Caoada.  Au 
expedition  was  lo  proceed  from  Albany,  croffl 
l.uke  Chnmplain  on  the  ice,  bum  the  British 
(■liippiog  at  St.  John's  and  press  forward  to  Unn- 
irunl.  Washington  was  not  conatdled  in  the 
matter :  the  project  was  eubmitled  to  Congress, 
and  sanctioned  by  them  without  his  pririly. 

One  object  of  the  scheme  was  to  detach  tbe 
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Murquia  di;  Lurayette  from  WashiugtoD,  to  wiiom 
he  wiis  devotudly  ultoclied,  aud  briug  him  Juto 
the  interests  of  the  cftbal.  For  this  purpose  he 
was  to  have  the  cotniimud  of  the  u3pe(Iitioi>.  an 
appointment  which  it  was  thought  would  tempt 
his  military  iimbiiion.  Coawny  was  lo  be  sec- 
ond in  cotnmund,  aiid  it  was  trusted  that  his  ad- 
dress and  superior  intelligence  would  virtually 
niabe  him  the  leitder. 

The  first  notice  that  WashiDgton  received  of 
the  project  was  in  a  letter  from  Gates,  inclosing 
one  Id  Lafayette,  infurmiDg  the  latter  of  his  np- 
poinlment,  and  requiring  his  atteiidauee  at  York- 
town  lo  receive  his  instructions. 

Gales,  in  bis  letter  to  Washington,  asked  hia 
opinion  and  advice,  evidently  as  a  matter  of 
form.  The  latter  expressed  himself  obliged  by 
the  "polite  request,"  but  observed  that,  as  he 
□either  knew  the  extent  of  the  objects  in  view, 
nor  the  means  to  be  employed  to  effect  them,  it 
was  not  in  his  power  to  pass  any  judgment  upon 
the  subject.  He  wished  success  to  the  enterprise, 
"  both  as  it  might  advance  tlic  public  good  aud 
confer  personal  buuor  on  the  Marquis  de  Lafiiy- 
etlB,  for  whom  he  had  a  very  particular  esteem 
and  regard." 

The  cabal,  however,  had  overshot  their  mark, 
Lafayette,  who  was  aware  of  their  intrigues,  was 
80  disgusted  by  the  waut  of  deference  aud  I'espect 
to  the  commander-in-chief  evinced  in  the  whole 
proceeding,  that  he  would  at  once  have  declined 
the  appointment,  had  not  Washington  himself 
advised  him  strongly  to  accept  it. 
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He  Bccordiiigly  proceecIeJ  to  Torktown,  where 
Gates  already  liad  liis  little  court  oF  achemera 
tuid  hangem  on.  Ltifiiyeitc  found  him  m  table, 
preaiding  with  great  hilarity,  for  he  was  social  in 
hb  hubits,  and  in  the  flush  of  recent  success. 
The  youiig  marquis  had  a  cordial  welcome  to  his 
board,  which  ta  its  buoyant  oonTiriality  conlrnsted 
with  the  sober  decencies  of  that  of  the  thought- 
ful commander-in-chief,  in  his  dreary  eucnnip- 
menl  at  Valley  Forge.  Gales,  in  his  excitemeut, 
was  profuse  of  promises.  Everything  was  to  be 
made  smooth  and  easy  for  Lafayette.  He  was  to 
have  at  least  two  thousand  five  hundred  fighting 
men  under  him.  Stark,  the  veteran  Sturk.  was 
ready  to  cooperate  with  a  l)ody  of  Green  Moun- 
tain Boys.  ''Indee<i,"  cries  Gates,  chuckling, 
*>  General  Slark  will  have  burnt  the  fleet  before 
your  BiriTal ! " 

It  was  near  the  end  of  the  repast.  The  wine 
had  circulated  freely,  and  toa^ls  had  been  given 
occording  to  the  custom  of  the  day.  The  mar- 
quis iboughi  it  time  to  show  his  flag.  One  toast, 
be  observed,  had  been  omilled,  which  he  would 
now  propose.  Glasses  were  accordingly  filled, 
fuid  he  gave,  "  The  commander-in-chief  of  the 
American  armies."  The  toast  was  received  with- 
out cheering. 

Lafayette  was  faithful  to  tlie  flag  he  had  un- 
furled. In  accepting  the  command,  he  considered 
himself  detached  from  the  main  army  and  under 
the  immediate  orders  of  the  commander-in-chief. 
He  had  a  favorable  opinion  of  the  military  talents 
of  Conway,  but  he  was  aware  of  the  game  he 
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was  playing  i  be  maik  a  poiut,  therefore,  of  having 
the  liitroD  tie  Kulb  appoiuled  Eo  tlie  expedition, 
whose  commission  being  of  older  date  (ban  that 
of  Couway,  would  give  him  the  precedence  of 
that  officer,  and  make  bim  second  in  command. 
This  waa  reluclautly  ceded  by  the  cnbal,  who 
found  tbeinselves  bolfied  by  tbe  loyalty  in  friend- 
ship of  the  youtliful  soldier. 

Lafayette  set  out  for  Albany  without  any  very 
sanguine  expeclatioua.  Wriiing  to  Wasbingtou 
from  Fkniington,  amid  the  difficulties  of  winter 
travel,  he  says  :  "  I  go  on  very  slowly,  eomelimes 
drenched  by  rain,  sometimex  covered  with  snow, 
and  not  entertaining  many  handsome  thoughts 
about  the  projected  incursion  into  Canada,  Lake 
Cbamplaiu  is  too  cold  for  producing  the  least  bit 
of  laurel,  and,  if  I  am  not  starved,  I  shall  be  as 
proud  as  if  I  had  gained  three  battles."  ^ 

J  SpBrkii'  Cor.  Am.  Sec.  vol.  ii.  p.  7i- 
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Gilcf  nndertiko  to  Explaio  (be  Ommj  ComtpaiidciKc.  — 
Wwhin^^on'f  SuRhing  Analyiu  of  Ih*  ExpluatiaD.  — 
CtoM  of  (be  CoTTeipoadencc.  —  Spuriaiu  Leilcra  pabliihad. 
—  UTa^Mttj  and  the  Canada  Eipcditiun.— Hia  PerpteZ' 
ities.  —  CouDieli  of  Washinglon. 

BSfflBASHINGTON'S  letter  of  (be  4lb  of 
HrynKS|  Janunry,  on  the  subject  of  tbe  Coonsy 
jQl^^tf  cnrreEpondericc.  hue]  tu>t  readied  General 
Gates  until  tlie  22cl  of  Janunrjr,  aAer  b!s  arrival 
at  Yorktown.  No  sooner  did  GbIcs  learn  from 
its  context,  that  all  WHsliIuglon's  knowledge  cf 
that  correspondence  wna  coutined  to  a  single  par- 
agraph of  a  letter,  and  thai  merely  as  quoted  io 
conversation  by  Wilkinson,  than  the  whole  raatter 
appeared  eiisily  to  bo  explained  or  shuffled  off. 
He  accordl[igly  took  pen  in  hand,  and  addressed 
Wa«hinglon  lui  follow!),  on  the  23d  of  January: 
"The  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  to  receive 
yesterday  from  yuur  ExL-ellency,  has  relieved  me 
from  unspeakable  uneHsiness.  I  now  anticipate 
the  pleiisure  it  will  give  you  when  you  discover 
that  what  has  been  conveyed  to  you  for  an  extract 
of  General  Conway's  letter  to  me,  was  not  an  in- 
forniatioii  which  friendly  motives  induced  a  tnau 
of  honor  to  give,  that  injured  virtue  might  be 
forearmed  against  secret  enemies.    The  paragraph 
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wliich  yoMT  Excclloiicy  has  condtiscended  to  traa- 
scribe,  U  spurious.  It  was  cerlaiiUy  fabricated  to 
answer  the  mosl  selfish  and  wieked  purposes." 

He  then  goes  on  to  declare  that  the  genuine 
letter  of  Couwa;  was  porfectlf  harmless,  cuiiliiin- 
iD);  judicious  remarks  upou  the  want  of  discipline 
in  the  armj,  but  making  no  mention  of  weak 
raU  or  bad  counselors.  "Particular  actions 
rather  thau  persons  were  blamed,  but  with  impar- 
tiality, and  I  am  convinced  he  did  uot  aim  at 
lessening,  iu  my  opinion,  the  merit  of  any  person. 
His  letter  was  perfectly  harmless ;  however,  now 
B  reports  have  been  circulated  conceru- 
9,  they  ought  not  to  be  submilled  lo 
tbfi  Bolenin  inspection  of  those  who  slaud  most 
high  in  the  public  esteem. 

"  Anxiety  and  jealousy  would  arise  in  the 
breast  of  very  respectable  officers,  who,  Bensible 
of  taults  which  iuexpeiience  and  that  alone,  may 
have  led  them  into,  would  be  unnecessarily  dis- 
gusted, if  they  perceived  a  probability  of  such 
8  being  n 

"  Honor  forbids  it,  and  patriotism  demands  that 

should  return  the  letter  into  the  hands  of  the 
will  do  it;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I 
declare  that  the  paragraph  conveyed  lo  your  Ex- 
cellency as  a  genuine  part  of  it,  was,  in  words  as 
well  as  in  substance,  a  wicked  forgery. 

"  About  the  begijining  of  December,  I  was  in- 
formed that  letter  had  occasioiied  an  explanation 
between  your  Excellency  and  that  gentleman. 
Not  knowing  whether  the  whole  letter  or  a  part 
of  it  had  been  ittealiugly  copied,  but  fearing  mol- 


*^>»r' 


ewiriite  leMii 
a»  imf^.  mitlmtU  Sms  mi^  neam 
mmKoifkti  mpuj  fr— i  ifce  ■thliiy  «f  ifa  p«*- 
■MiHwl  AMgkc  bdatoln*  097  of  Ae  nb- 
Moiow  kOer.  Was  it  aot  prabafafe  thtf  ibe  ae- 
«NM  of  Ifcc  an^  a^  l«  bHijifj  and  betnjpcd 

K  BMaM  to  dw  CMMf?    ForiUa 
I,  lir,  aaC  Joahtiog  Aat  Oapoa  woaU  noN 

ff   Willi    JWO    M    I 


to  bMB  m  nfj  at  my  leCler  to  Jfor  ExeeDcMj- 

"AbMt  tbe  tiiDB  I  waa  lorwanlh^  tbow  lei- 
un,  Bripalier-geneTal  WilkinMHi  teionaHl  to  JU- 
\mnj.  I  Ifffanned  him  oT  lite  treacberj  which 
\tnA  bwn  onoimiUed,  bol  I  eoDCBalnl  rmoi  Um 
ihn  tiMsviiraa  I  wa«  punning  10  nowiaak  iha  a»- 
tbor.  WilkiMon  amwrred,  be  waa  awimd  it 
Dover  iToiilii  ooine  10  light;  and  eadearorad  to  fix 
m/  MMpicioM  OD  LieuleiMuil-ooIonel  Thmp,'  who 
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he  saiJ.  might  hare  incautiously  conversei]  on  the 
aubstance  of  General  Couwaj'a  leller  witli  Col- 
onel HamiiloD,  whum  you  bad  seut  not  loug  be- 
fore to  Aibnny.  I  did  not  lialeo  to  tlib  insinua- 
tion against  jour  aide-de-camp  and  miue." 

Id  tLe  original  drall  of  this  lelter,  which  ne 
have  seen  among  ihe  papers  of  General  Gales, 
he  adds,  ad  a  reasun  for  not  lijlening  to  tbe  insin- 
uation, that  be  omsidered  il  even  as  ungeneroUB. 
"  Bui,"  pursues  he,  ■*  ibe  light  your  EKOslleucy 
has  just  a^i^ted  me  with,  exhibiting  ibe  many 
qoalilicalioas  which  are  necessarily  blended  to- 
gellwr  in  tbe  head  tind  beurt  of  General  Wilkin- 
son, I  would  not  omit  this  fact ;  it  will  enable 
jour  Excellency  to  judge  whether  or  not  he  would 
scruple  to  make  sach  a  fbt^ry  as  that  wbidi  be 
now  Elaiida  charged  with,  and  ought  to  be  exeio- 
pUrily  puuiabed."  Tht^  with  considerable  more 
to  tbe  same  purport,  intended  (o  make  WilkinaoQ 
tbe  scape-goat,  stands  canceled  in  the  draft,  am) 
waa  omitted  in  tbe  lelter  sent  to  WasbiiigCon ; 
bat  bj  some  meanit,  fair  or  foal,  it  came  to  the 
knowledge  of  Wllkimoii,  who  has  puhli-tbed  it  at 
leoglb  in  bis  memoirs,  and  wbo,  it  will  be  foond, 
reaented  ibe  impntation  thus  conveyed. 

GeneTMl  Conway,  alMt.  in  a  lelter  lu  Wasbing- 
ton  (dated  January  27tb),  informs  ktm  that  tbe 
leuer  bad  been  retDmed  to  bim  by  Gates,  and 
tb«l  be  fomd  whb  grMt  aalis&etioa  that  "  iho 
pangiaph  ao  mndi  qK>fcen  of  did  not  exiat  in  the 
•ud  letter,  nor  anylhi^  like  U."  Be  bad  m- 
tmfal,  he  adda,  lo  pobfidi  tbe  ieiier,  bat  b^l 
bccB  dtiwnad«J  \j  Fwaidta*  L««rem  and  twn  «r 


yji  UFf- 


iJBWi  kriemkAMUmbnmthett^mj^t^wK^ 


md  gamntkj  of  Gcaoal  WMWagMi,  la  pM  « 
Mop  I*  Ike  fatpvy. 

Oa    dw  9lh  of  F<knMi7,  WMU^toa  wraM 

Ga(M  a  kng  nd  MM«Ui«  fvplj  u»  Ui  kucn  «f 
the  81k,  avl  2M  «r  Jmmrj,  ummlymte  O^m,  mi 
r,  m  tfiat  aad  import,  Oey  eaatt»- 


lb*  mlilf  «C  dw  eKWaeto  ww  bj  inpfieaiiaa  aP 
lowed,  Mai  tbs  o»ly  ■oli<ilwh  ahowa  wu  to  And 
OBt  tlic  penoa  wlm  famagbt  thea  to  Ggbl;  wUI^ 
ta  Um  tecond  leUcr,  ike  whoio  waa  pwoMwad, 
"  ia  word  aa  wcH  m  ib  «abaUiiee,  a  irkktd  fot- 
gerf"  "  II  n  not  iBjr  iDieaiiaii,'  dbaart*  Waab- 
ioglon,  **  lo  coiitfadict  ibU  anertion,  bat  ool;  lo 
toiipaW  Mnoe  cooaiiantknm  wfaidi  tend  ut  u- 
doca  a  ■appoailion,  that,  tboogb  none  of  G«D«tal 
Conwa^'i  letlen  to  you  coniatoed  the  offensiTe 
patige  mentioned,  there  might  bare  beeo  lorae- 
tbiog  in  then  loo  nenrly  rtUted  lo  it,  thai  coold 
gira  tuch  aii  extrannlirtary  atnrni.  If  this  were 
not  the  aa<e,  liow  tamy  in  the  firat  iiislatice  to  have 
dectanJ  ttiere  whs  nothing  exoiplioDable  in  ttiooi, 
and  lo  bsTo  produced  the  letters  themwlves  in 
■apport  of  it  ?  The  propriety  of  ihe  objectioia 
BUgguiltid  aguitiU  eubniilling  them  to  tDEjtectiaii 
may  very  wuti  be  queatiooed.  'The  rariooB  re- 
poriJi  rirculalod  ooiicernirig  their  conteui^*  were 
pertiiij'S   H)    many  orgumeDtH  for   making   them 


STRICTURES  ON  COSWArS  CHARACTKR.     379 

apeak  for  themselves,  to  place  the  tnatler  upon  the 
fooling  of  rartaiuty.  Conce«ltnent  in  an  aHair 
which  had  made  fo  much  noise,  though  not  by  my 
means,  will  naiurally  lend  men  to  coiijeciure  the 
worst,  and  it  will  be  a  subject  of  speculation  even  to 
candor  itself.  Tbe  anxiety  and  jealousy  you  ap- 
pnihend  from  revealing  (he  letter,  will  be  very  apt 
to  be  increased  by  supprexaiiig  it." 

We  forbear  to  follow  WushingloD  lhroit;:h  his 
stern  analysis,  but  we  cannot  omit  the  ooocluding 
paragrapti  of  his  strictures  on  the  ehanicier  of 
Coowky. 

"  Nfiiwiilwipiidiiig  the  hopefnl  gwesages  yon  ara 
pleaaed  to  figure  to  yattKelf  of  Geaeral  Cooways 
Gnn  and  awiUnt  frieodship  lo  America,  I  anaat 
permade  mywlf  to  reUad  the  prediction  ooaemf 
ii^  Um,  whidh  yoa  bo  emidiaiiamy  with  bad  not 
beeo  iDMCted  in  mj  Ian.  A  better  acqvaintaikU 
with  bioa,  than  I  hare  reasoo  lo  ifaink  jvn  have 
had,  (nun  wImi  yoa  cay,  and  a  oonainenee  of  cir- 
auastancca,  nhlige  me  to  give  Un  bat  Eule  credit 
Sat  tlie  qnalifiadiBM  ef  Iw  heart,  of  whkh,  at 
1  beg  leave  to  aMiune  the  pririleeB  of  bciog 
ge.  Weae  il  ncnfary,  nora  i»- 
■tanoe*  ihaa  oae  h^  be  atWacwl,  from  Ua  b»> 
hanor  aad  iiaimiaiiiia.  lo  lanifrfl  tkat  be  ia  a»- 
paUe  of  an  the  na^Kty  of  JeUaakm,  and  all  Ac 


4 


In  fail  TC|4j,  Fctnnry  IStfc,  he  vmnmatlj  hafrf 


SSO  LIFE  OF   WASHISGTOX. 

tlMt  no  iDore  of  ilwl  liioe,  to  pt«ciaBf  to  tbe  pob- 
lic,  uigbt  be  kM  apon  ibe  ulijeet  of  Geacfal 
Coaway'ii  letter. 

••  Wbeilita-  tliat  geatleoiaii,'  aajs  he,  *  doa  W 
doe*  uoi  deaeire  the  suapicioDS  jva  expicsi,  veold 
be  efiiirely  indifferent  lo  me,  did  be  not  paneiB 
■n  office  of  high  rank  in  the  nmj  of  the  Coiled 
Staltn.  An  la  the  gentleman,  I  have  no  per- 
■onal  coauedion  trith  him,  nor  bnd  I  anv  corm- 
■pondeuce  previous  lo  hid  writing  the  letter  wbicli 
!uu  given  offeoAe,  nor  have  I  iince  written  In  bim, 
save  lu  cenifjr  wlifll  I  know  to  be  the  conieucc  of 
thai  letter.  He,  therefore,  mnet  be  responsible; 
an  I  heartUy  dislike  cuntroveref,  even  uptHi  mj 
own  iicodUDt,  and  macli  more  in  a  mailer  wherein 
I  was  only  accideQtalljr  concerned,"  etc.,  etc 

The  lolbwing  was  Ihe  diguilicd  bai  freeriag 
note  with  which  Wasbiogton  closed  this  oorre- 
epoiideuoe. 

"VtujTT  FoH(.E,  Wk  FA.  im. 

"Sir,  —  I  yesterday  received  your  favor  of 
the  l^ili  uist&uL  I  am  as  averse  lo  controversy 
aa  any  inan ;  and,  liad  I  not  been  forced  into  it, 
you  never  would  have  hail  occasion  to  impute  to 
lue  even  llie  sliadow  of  a  disposition  tawards  it. 
Your  repeatedly  and  soleiniily  discluimlng  any 
ofTeiuiive  views  in  those  matters  wbicli  have  been 
the  Bubjeui  of  our  pant  correspondence,  mnkes  me 
willing  to  ckne  with  [he  desire  you  express  of 
burying  thcra  hereafter  in  silence,  and.  ns  tar  as 
future  events  will  permit,  oblivion.  My  temper 
leiulii  mu  to  peace  and  harmony  with  all  men; 
and  it  is  peculiarly  my  wbh  to  avoid  any  personal 
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feuda  or  dissenBions  with  those  who  are  ernhnrked 
e  great  OHtional  interest  witJi  myitelf,  as 
every  diflererice  of  tliia  kind  must,  in  iiH  couae- 
quences,  be  verj>  injurious.     I  am,  sir/'eit!. 

Among  Ihe  various  insiilious  artifices  r<!Sort<^ 
to  about  this  time  lo  Injure  the  clmrHi-icr  ol^ 
Waeliington,  and  destroy  public  confiderx*  in  his 
eiDcerity,  wa^  the  publit^niion  of  a  series  ol'  letters 
purporiing  to  be  from  him  lo  some  members  of 
his  family,  and  to  his  agent,  lilr.  Lund  Wanliing- 
too,  which,  if  genuine,  would  prove  him  In  be 
hollow-hearted  and  faithless  to  the  cause  he  was 
pretending  to  uphold.  They  had  appenrul  m 
England  io  a  pamplilet  form,  as  if  printed  from 
originals  and  drafts  found  in  possession  of  a  block 
aerraiit  of  Washington,  who  Iiad  been  lefl  behind 
ill,  at  Fort  Lee,  when  it  was  evacunted.  Tliey 
had  recently  been  reprinted  at  New  York  in  Ri»- 
ington's  "  Royal  Gazette  ; "  the  li[7t  teller  making 
its  ^pearance  od  the  14ih  of  February.  It  liad 
also  been  pribl«d  at  New  York  in  a  handbill,  and 
extrscls  published  in  a  Philadelphia  paper. 

Washington  took  no  notice  of  this  publication 
■t  the  time,  bat  in  private  correspondence  witii 
his  friends,  he  observes :  "  These  letters  are 
written  with  a  great  deal  of  art.  Tbe  intenoix- 
tore  of  so  many  family  circanwUmoes  (which,  bj 
the  by.  want  &itiiidation  in  tmlh)  gives  ao  ur  of 
plausibility,  whidi  ret>der«  the  viUainy  fn«Uer-, 
M  the  whole  is  a  eonirivaoce  to  answer  1^  mort 
diabolical  pnrpoBe*.  Who  the  author  of  tbeoi  tt, 
I  know  qqL     From  ioronnstiaa  or  MquKiniiinee 


I 
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^^  I  know  qqL     From  ioronnstiaa  or  MquKiniiinee 

L.    J 
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he  mail  have  Lad  some  knowledge  of  the  compo- 
neiil  parts  of  my  family ;  bul  he  has  most  egre- 
^ously  mUtaken  facls  iii  several  iostance^.  Tho 
design  of  his  labors  is  as  dear  as  the  sua  in  ila 
meridian  brightness."  '  And  in  another  letter, 
he  observes.  "  They  were  nritten  to  show  that  I 
was  an  enemy  to  iu dependence,  aod  wiih  a  riew 
to  create  distrust  and  jealousy.  It  is  no  easy 
matter  to  decide  whether  the  vilhuoy  or  the  arti- 
fice of  these  leliers  ia  greateet."  * 

The  author  of  these  leiiers  was  never  discovered. 
He  entirely  failed  in  his  object  t  the  letters  were 
known  at  once  to  be  forgeries.* 

I  Letter  Id  Gen.  Henry  Lee,  Virginia.  — Spwki'  WrXngt 
of  WatMngCon,  vol  v.  378, 

3  Lecier  la  Lindoa  Ciner.     Nim,  p,  Wt, 

■  The  introduetion  Id  tlie  letlen  Blutea  tli<ra  to  bin  bc«n 
truifiiuilted  to  England  b^  An  officer  httui^  id  Delancfj'B 
corpa  of  loy&1iiil»,  wbo  K'vei  tho  fotloiriag  account  or  the  way 
be  came  by  Ibem:  "Among  the  pritonen  at  Fort  Lee,  I 
espied  &  mnlBtto  rellow,  whoro  I  Ihonght  I  recollected,  and 
wbo  coQlirnied  hit  conjectures  by  gazing  very  earocatly  al 
me.  I  aaked  bin  if  he  knew  me.  At  lirst,  he  wu  unwilluig 
to  own  il{  bm  when  he  wu  about  to  be  earned  oT,  thinkiag, 
I  roppow,  thai  I  might  peihapa  be  of  aome  seirice  lt>  him,  ba 
came  and  tnid  me  that  he  was  Bill?,  and  the  otd  serranl  of 
General  Washin^oo.  il«  liad  been  left  there  on  account  of 
an  Iddiaposilion  which  prevsntediits  attending  hia  mutel. 
1  aiked  bim  a  great  many  queationi,  ai  you  may  suppose  j  but 
round  very  little  latisCactiDn  in  his  aDiweis.  Al  laiit,  howevari 
be  told  me  Ihat  he  had  a  small  paitmauteau  of  his  maaCer'a 
of  which,  when  he  round  Ibat  be  must  be  put  mto  conliDe- 
ment,  ba  entreated  my  care.  It  contained  only  a  Aw  stock- 
ings mid  shirts;  and  I  could  see  nothing  worth  my  rare,  «x- 
cept  an  almanac,  in  which  be  bad  kept  ■  sort  of  a  journal 
or  diary  of  hla  procesdingi  since  his  fint  coming  lo  Kew  York  i 
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Letlers  received  at  tliis  juncture  from  Lafayette, 
gave  Waflliiiigloa  CidiDgs  conceruiiig  tlie  expedition 
against  Canada,  set  on  fbot  without  cousulting 
liitii.  General  Conway  had  arrived  at  Albauy 
three  days  before  the  marquis,  and  his  first  word 
wLcD  lliey  met  was  that  the  expedition  was  quite 
impossible.  Generala  Schuyler,  Lincoln,  and  Ar- 
nold, had  written  to  Conway  to  that  effect.  The 
marquis  at  lirst  was  inclined  to  hope  the  contrary, 
but  his  hope  was  soon  demolished.  lustead  of 
the  two  tliousaad  five  hujidre<l  men  that  had  been 
promised  him,  not  twelve  hundred  in  all  were  to 
be  found  Ht  for  duty,  and  most  part  of  these  were 
"  naked  even  for  n  summer's  campaign ; "  all 
shrank  from  a  winter  incursion  into  so  cold  a 
country.  As  to  General  Stark  aod  bis  legion  of 
Green  Mountain  Boys,  who,  according  to  the  gas- 
conade of  Gates,  might  have  burnt  the  fleet  t)efore 
Lafayette's  arrival,  the  mun]ub  received  at  Al- 
bany a  letter  from  the  veteran,  ■'  who  wishes  to 
know,"  says  he,  **  what  number  of  men,  for  what 
timt,  and  for  what  rendezvout,  I  desire  him  to 

Ihera  irere  alio  two  lettan  IVom  hia  ]>df ,  oae  fhiin  Mr.  CuBtin 
mi  wme  pretty  long  ones  Itonx  a  Mr.  Lund  Wufaingloa. 
Am!  in  the  tamt  bandlevith  them,  the  Snt  dnnghlii,  or  foul 
(spies  Driniwen  lo  tbem.  I  rcid  these  with  iTidity;  and 
iKinB  highly  entertjunert  with  them,  have  shown  (hem  to 
Kverat  ofmy  tVieada.whoall  agree  irith  me,  tbst  he  is  &  very 
diflereDt  ctiuctcr  (mm  what  they  hut  sappofed  him." 

In  cmamenting  on  (he  share,  Wtahlngton  ohserred  tlmt 
bis  mnlitto  iniin  Billy,  had  never  heen  one  moment  in  the 
power  of  the  enemy,  uid  that  no  part  of  hie  tjaggage  nor  any 
of  hi*  attendants  were  captured  during  the  vbole  eoutae  of 
Uu  wai.    LtUwr  (0  TiimsMy  Picktrvig,  Spalk*,  iz.  U9. 
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Another  offirer,  who  wns  to  hnve  enlisted  men, 
would  have  done  so,  had  he  received  money.  "  One 
aaks  what  uncourHgemenl  his  people  will  have ; 
the  other  has  uo  clothes  ;  not  one  of  iheiu  has  re- 
ceived a  dollar  of  what  was  due  to  them.  I  have 
applied  to  everybody,  I  have  begged  nt  every 
door  I  could,  these  two  days,  and  I  see  that  I 
could  do  something  were  the  expedition  to  be 
begun  in  fii'e  weeks.  But  you  know  we  liave  not 
an  hour  to  lose  ;  and,  indeed,  it  is  now  rather  loo 
lale  had  we  everything  in  readiness." 

The  poor  marqma  was  in  despair;  but  what 
most  distressed  him  was  the  dread  of  ridicule. 
He  had  written  to  his  friends  that  he  had  the 
command  of  the  expedition  ;  it  would  be  known 
throughout  Europe.  "  I  am  afraid,"  says  he, 
"  that  it  will  reflect  on  my  reputation,  and  I  shall 
be  laughed  at.  My  fears  upon  that  subject  are 
so  strong,  that  I  would  choose  to  become  again 
only  a  volunteer,  unless  Congress  offers  the  means 
of  mending  this  ugly  business  by  some  glorious 
operation." 

A  subsequent  letter  is  in  the  same  vein.  The 
poor  marquis,  in  his  perplexity,  lays  his  whole 
heart  open  lo  Washiugton  with  childlike  simplicity. 
"  I  hnve  written  lately  to  you  my  distressing, 
ridiculous,  foolish,  and  indeed  nameless  situation. 
I  am  sent,  with  a  great  noise,  at  the  head  of  an 
army  for  doing  great  things  ;  the  whole  continent, 
France  and  Europe  herself,  and,  what  is  woi«e, 
the  British  army,  are  iu  great  expectations.  How 
fiir  they  will  be  deceived,  how  far  we  shall  be 
ridiculed,  you  may  judge  by  the  candid  account 
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you  bavB  got  of  the  state-  of  our  nffairs.  —  I  con- 
fess, my  deiir  general,  tbnt  I  fiiiJ  myself  of  very 
quick  fecliiigH  whenever  my  repuliUion  ami  glory 
nre  coiicerued  iu  HDytliin)>.  Il  19  very  hiird  tluit 
such  a  part  of  my  boppinesa,  without  which  I 
cannot  live,  shonlil  depend  iipoD  schemes  which  I 
uever  knew  of  but  when  (here  was  no  time  lo  put 
them  iu  execution.  I  Bsaure  you,  my  most  deur 
and  reepeoted  friend,  that  I  lim  more  nnhnppy  thnii 

I  ever  was I  should  be  very  huppy 

if  you  were  here,  \ti  give  me  some  advice ;  but  I 
have  nobody  to  consult  with." 

Washington,  with  his  considerate,  paternal 
counsels,  hastened  to  mlm  the  perlurbaiion  of  hia 
youthful  friend,  and  dispel  thoxe  fears  respecting 
his  reputation,  excited  only,  aa  be  observed,  "  by 
Bu  uncommon  degree  of  sensibility,"  "  Il  will  be 
no  disadvanlHge  to  you  to  have  it  known  in 
Europe,"  writes  he,  "  that  you  have  received  so 
manifest  a  proof  of  the  good  opinion  and  confi- 
f  Cougi«ss  as  an  imporlant  delndieil  com- 
mand  However  Bensibiy  your  ardor 

for  glory  may  make  you  feel  this  disappoint- 
ment, you  may  be  assured  that  yonr  character 
stands  as  fiiir  as  evci'  it  did,  and  that  no  new 
enterprise  b  necessary  to  wi|>e  off  this  imaginary 
stain," 

The  project  of  an  irruption  into  Canada  was 
at  length  formally  anspended  by  n  resolve  of  Coii- 
gresa ;  and  'Washioglon  was  directed  lo  recall  (he 
marquis  and  the  Baron  de  Kulb,  the  presence 
of  the  latter  being  deemed  absoluiely  necessary 
to  the  army  at  Valley  Forge.     Lafayette  at  the 
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eame  lltne  received  nBsurniice  of  the  high  senae 
enter liiiniid  by  Congress  of  his  prudence,  Bcliviiy, 
aud  zeal,  nud  lliut  Dotliing  wtis  wanting  od  bis 
pRrt  to  give  the  expedition  the  ulmost  possible 
effect. 

Gladly  the  young  marquiH  hastened  back  to 
Valley  Forge,  to  enjoy  the  companionship  and 
find  himself  once  more  under  tlie  paiernul  eye  of 
Washington,  leaving  Conway  fur  the  lime  in 
command  at  Albany,  "  where  there  would  be  noth- 
ing, perhaps,  la  be  attended  to  but  some  disputes 
of  Indians  and  tones." 

Washington,  in  a  letter  to  Genera!  Armstrong, 
writes,  "  I  shall  say  no  more  of  the  Canada  ex- 
pedition than  that  it  is  at  an  end.  I  never  was 
made  aciguainted  with  a  siugle 
lating  lo  it." ' 

'  Spjirks'  ITr/rtnyi  0/  K'aAinglim,  vi 


I 
I 


CHAPTER  XXX. 

Hor«  TroQble  about  tbu  ConvHv  Letter.  —  CorresponilciiFi) 
betHTuen  Lord  Siirlin^  aiid  WUkiumu.  —  WilkiOMiii's  Uonoi' 
WQUiided.  —  llifl  rusMBB  Bt  Amis  with  Genand  ilata.  — 
His  Seal  at  tile  Board  of  Wat  uncomfortable.  —  Dotermintfa 
thai LordSlirlintithall  Bleed — HiiiraumledUDnorhealerl. 
Hu  Intervicir  with  Wubinglon.  —Sires the Comopondiinca 
dT  Galee.  —  DtoouDcei  Gnlea  and  given  np  the  Secrelorv- 
Ahip.  — Is  thrown  out  ol'  Kuiploj.  —  CloBuig  Hemurks  on 
the  Conwuy  Cabal. 

1IIE  Conway  Ictttr  was  declined  to  be  ii 
further  stiurue  of  trouble  to  the  cabal. 
Lord  Stirling,  lu  wtioKe  preaetico,  ut 
Beiwliiig,  Wilkinson  had  cited  the  letter,  anil  who 
had  sent  information  of  it  to  Washington,  woe 
DOW  U)ld  tliut  Wilkinson,  on  being  questioned 
by  General  Couway,  hnd  declared  that  ao  such 
words  ua  tliose  reportccl,  uor  any  la  the  same 
effect,  were  in  the  letter. 

His  loritghi|)  immediately  wroca  to  Wilkinson, 
remindiug  him  of  the  cxinversation  at  Heading, 
and  telling  him  of  what  he  had  recently  heard. 

"  I  well  know,"  writes  his  lordship,  "  tliat  it  is 
impossible  you  could  liave  made  any  such  decla- 
ratioD  ;  but  it  will  give  great  satisfaction  to  muny 
of  your  friends  to  know  whether  Conway  made 
8Qoh  inquiry,  and  what  was  your  answer  ;  they 
would  also  be  glad  tu  know  what  were  the  words 
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of  the  letter,  and  I  fthonld  be  very  mocfa  obliged 
to  you  for  a  copy  of  it." 

Wilkins')!!   found   that  his   tongue  had   again 
brought  him   into  difficulty :    but  he  tniste<l  to 
his  rhetr)ric,  rather  than  his  logic,  to  get  him  out 
of  it.     He  wrote  in  reply,  that  he  perfectly  re- 
memlKircfl  spending  a  social  day  with  his  lonl- 
ghip  at  Rea^ling,  in  which  the  conversation  l>e- 
came  general,  uiireserved,  and  copioas ;    though 
the  tenor  of  his  lordship's  discourse,  and  the  na- 
ture of  their  situation,  made  it  confidential.     *•  I 
cannot,  therefore,"  a^lrls  he,  logically,  "  recapitulate 
particulars,  or  charge  my  memory  with  the  cir- 
cumstanais  you  men r ion  ;  hut,  my  lord,  I  disdain 
low  craft,  subtlety,  and  evasion,  and  will  acknowl- 
edge it  is  possibli*,  in  the  warmth  of  social  inter- 
course, when  th(;  mind  is  relaxed  and  the  heart 
i.-*  unguarded,  that  observations  may  have  elapsed 
which   have  not  since  occun*ed  to  me.     On  my 
late  arrival   in  cjimp,  Briga<lier-general   Conway 
informcMl  me  that  lui  had  been   char^red  bv  Gen- 
eral  Washington  with  writing  a  letter  to  Major- 
general    Gates,   which    reflected   on    the   general 
ai»d  the  army.     The  particulars  of  this  charg*^, 
whi(!h   Hrigadier-general   Conway  then  repeated, 
I  cannot   now  recollect     I  had  read  the  letter 
alluded  to ;   I  did   not  consider   the   information 
c^)nvcyed  ifi  his  Excellency's  letter,  as  expressed 
by  Hriga<lier-gen(»ral   Conway,  to  be  literal,  and 
well  rtnnember  replying  to  that  effect  in  dubious 
terms.     I  had  no  inducement  to  stain  my  veraci- 
ty, were   I  ever  so  prone  to  that  infamous  vice, 
as  Hrigadi(»r  Conway  informed  me  he  had  justi- 
fied the  charge. 
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"  I  can  scarce  credit  lay  senses,  when  I  reail 
ibe  paragraph  in  whiuli  you  reiiiiest  aa  extract 
Iruin  a  private  letter,  which  liaii  fallen  uniler  mj 
observation.  /  have  been  indlicreet,  mt/  lord,  but 
be  OMured  I  will  not  be  dishonoraUt." 

Tliis  commuuimtion  of  Loi-d  Stirling,  Willtiii- 
fiOQ  gives  OA  the  first  intimation  he  had  rfceivi"] 
ai  Ilia  beiug  implicated  in  the  disclosure  of 
Conway's  letter.  Wlien  he  wna  subsequently  uu 
his  way  to  Yorktown  to  enter  upon  hi»  duties  as 
secretary  of  tUe  Board  of  Wnr,  ho  learnt  at  Lan- 
caster that  Gcnerid  Gales  had  denounced  him  as 
■he  betrayer  of  dial  letter,  aud  had  spoken  of 
him  in  the  gravest  language. 

"  I  was  shoeked  by  this  information,"  writes 
he ;  "  I  had  sucriliced  my  lineal  rank  lit  General 
Galea'  request;  I  hod  served  liini  with  zeal  aud 
fidelity,  uf  which  he  possessed  llie  strongest  evi- 
dence i  yet  he  had  condemned  me  unheawl  for  an 
act  of  whieli  I  was  perfectly  itmoceut,  and  against 
which  every  feeling  of  my  soul  revolted    wilh 

horror 1  worshipped  honor  hs  the 

jewel  of  my  soul,  aud  did  not  pause  for  the 
B  to  be  pursued  ;  hut  I  owed  it  to  disparity 
of  yeai^  aud  rank,  to  former  coimection  and  the 
s  of  uxj  own  breast,  to  drain  the  cup  of 

iciliulion  and  seek  an  explanatiou." 

The  result  of  these,  aud  other  misfortunes, 
expressed  with  tlmt  grandiloquence  on  which 
Wilkiuaou  evidently  prided  himself,  was  a  let- 
ter to  Gates,  reminding  him  of  the  zeal  and  de- 
votion with  which  he  had  uniformly  asserted  aud 

intiuned  hb  cause ;  "  but,  sir,"  adds  he,  "  in 
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spite  of  every  considemtioD,  yon  have  woiui<]ed 
iiiy  honor,  niid  must  make  ackiiowledgmeut  or 
Batisfaction  for  the  injury." 

"  In  coDsideratioii  of  our  past  connectioii,  I 
descend  to  that  explanation  with  you  which  I 
nhould  liavB  deoieil  ouy  other  maD.  The  iu- 
cbsed  letters  unmask  the  villain  and  evinee  nij 
ioDOcence.  My  lord  shall  bleed  for  Lis  coudnci, 
but  it  is  proper  I  first  s<«  you." 

The  letters  inclosed  were  those  between  him 
and  Lord  Stirling,  the  exposition  of  wliich  he 
alleges  on<;ht  to  acijuit  him  of  sinister  intention, 
and  sLimp  the  report  of  his  lordaliip  to  GenerJil 
Washington  with  p.ilpah)e  falsehood. 

Gates  writes  briefly  in  reply.  "Sir,  —  The 
following  eitract  of  a  letter  from  General  Wasb- 
ingtoD  to  me  will  show  you  how  your  honor  has 
been  called  in  question ;  which  is  all  the  expla- 
nation necessary  upon  this  matter;  any  other  sat- 
isfaction you  may  commnnd." 

Then  followed  tlie  ei tracts  giving  the  infor- 
mation communicated  by  Wilkinson  to  Slnjor 
}fc Williams,  Lord  Stirling's  aide-de-camp. 

"After  reniling  the  wliole  of  the  above  e»- 
Cract,"  adds  Gates,  "  I  am  astonLihed,  if  you 
rfally  gave  Mujor  McWEliams  such  informntion. 
how  you  could  lulimale  to  me  that  it  was  pottihli- 
Colonel  Troup  had  conversed  with  Colonel  Uani- 
ilton  upon  the  subject  of  General  Conway's  let- 
ter." 

According  to  Wilkinson's  story  he  now  pro- 
ceeded to  Torktown,  purposely  arriving  in  the 
twilight,  to  escape  observation.     There  be  met 
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with  an  old  ooiurode,  Captaio  SUxldtirt,  reuiimted 
hu  wrotigB.  auJ  reqimsted  him  ta  he  tliu  beiirer 
of  a  messsge  to  General  Gates.  StoddHrt  re- 
fused 1  aud  warueil  hiui  that  he  waa  running 
headlong  to  ilestruction ;  "  but  ruin,"  obBorves 
Wilkinson,  "  had  no  t«rror«  for  an  ardent  young 
man,  who  prized  his  honor  a  thousand  fold  more 
than  his  life,  aad  who  was  willing  to  huziird 
his  eternal  happiness  in  its  defense." 

He  accidentally  met  with  anotlier  military 
friend.  Lieutenant-colonel  Ball,  of  tlie  Virginia 
line,  **  whose  spirit  was  as  independent  as  his  for- 
tune." Ue  williogly  became  bearer  of  the  ftjl- 
lowing  note  from  Wilkinson  to  General  Gates :  — 

"  Sir,  —  I  have  discharged  my  duty  lo  you, 
and  to  my  consdence;  meet  me  to-morrow  morn- 
ing beliiud  (he  English  churcli,  and  I  wilt  there 
stipulate  tlie  satisfaction  which  you  have  prom- 
ised to  grant,"  el*. 

Colonel  Ball  was  received  with  complaisance  by 
the  general.  The  meeting  was  fixed  for  eight 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  with  pistols. 

At  ihe  appointed  time  Wilkinson  aud  his  sec- 
ond, Imving  put  their  arms  iu  order,  were  about 
to  sally  forth,  when  Captain  Stoddart  made  his  ap- 
pearance, and  iiiformed  Wilkinson  that  Gates  de- 
sired lo  speak  with  him.  Where? —  In  the  street 
near  the  door. — "The  surprise  robbed  me  of 
circumspeclion,"  continues  Wilkinson.  "  I  re- 
quested Colonel  Ball  to  halt,  aiid  followed  Captain 
Stoddart.  I  found  General  Gates  unarmed  and 
alone,  and  was  received  with  tenderness  but  mani- 
fest embarrassment :  he  asked  me  to  walk,  turned 
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"  Such  tiDgiwge  left  me  Botka^  to  re)|nn!,* 
continaea  Wilkinnon.  *^  ItwwM&fiMbifjbejond 
eipcctiiiion,  and  rendered  me  more  tlttnoonlenL  I 
wa«  flaUurwi]  alul  pleaMd;  and  if  a  third  penoa 
hiul  ihfiilitetl  the  siDcerii/  of  tbe  explaiwtioti,  I 
•rititlil  liiiTe  ioiiultetl  him." 

A  cluinge  soon  ome  over  the  •pirit  of  this 
maudlin  Mvne.  Wilkinaon  altende.!  as  secretary 
al  iho  War  Office.  *-  My  reception  (ram  the 
president.  General  6nte«,~  writes  be,  "  did  not 
wnroipond  with  his  recent  profeaeion^ ;  he  was 
civil,  liut  barely  so.  itnd  I  was  Ht  a  luss  lo  account 
HfiT  hiM  culdness,  jet  had  no  suspicion  of  his  insin- 
Mrity." 

Wilkinnon  snon  found  his  situation  at  the  Board 
(if  Wnr  uncornfortabte ;  and  after  the  Inpseofa 
few  days  set  out  for  Valley  Forge.  On  his  wny 
ibithor  bo  met  Wasbiagtou's  old  friend,  Dr. 
Craik,  and  lenrut  from  him  that  his  promotion  lo 
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tlis  rank  of  brigiulier-geuerul  by  brevet,  bad  been 
remoDstruted  agiiinst  to  Coiigresa  by  forty-seven 
coloneU.  He  therefore  sent  in  Ih'b  resiguaiion, 
not  wishing,  he  said,  to  hold  it,  unless  lie  could 
wear  it  to  tba  honor  Hud  advantnge  of  bin  country ; 
"  and  this  conduce,"  adds  he,  "  however  repugunut 
10  fashionable  ambition,  I  find  couaislent  with 
iho^e  principles  in  which  I  early  drew  my  sword 
in  the  present  contest." 

At  Lanvaaler,  Wilkinson,  recoUcctiiig  bis  re- 
solve that  Lord  Stirling  "should  bleed  for  his 
conduct,"  requested  bis  friend,  Colouel  Moylaii,  to 
deliver  a  "peremptory  message"  to  his  lordship. 
The  colonel  cotisidered  the  measure  rather  prceipi- 
late,  and  siiggesied  that  a  suitable  acknowledg- 
ment from  his  lordshigi  would  be  a  more  snCisfao- 
lory  reparation  of  the  wrong  than  a  sacriGce  of  the 
life  of  either  of  the  parlies.  *>  There  is  not  in  the 
whole  range  of  my  friends,  acquaintance,  and  I 
might  add,  in  the  universe,"  exclaims  Wilkinson, 
"  a  man  of  more  sublluiiited  scutiment,  or  who  com- 
bined with  sound  discrelion  a  more  punctilious 
sense  of  honor,  than  Colonel  Moykn."  Taking 
the  colouel's  advice,  therefore,  he  moderated  bis 
peremptory  message  to  the  following  uole :  "  My 
Lord,  —  The  propriety  or  impropriety  of  your 
communicating  to  his  Excellency  any  eiruumslancu 
whicli  passed  ai  your  lordship's  board  at  Bf  ndingr, 
I  leave  lo  be  determined  by  your  own  leeliiigs 
and  the  judgment  of  the  public ;  but  as  ihe  atfair 
has  eventually  induced  reHections  on  my  integ- 
rity, the  sacred  duty  I  owe  my  honor  obliges  me 
to  request  from  your  lordship's  hand,  that  the  con- 


mum  of  ih«t  feller,  mlhailatmoK^ 
torj  *ww  of  it  at «  bie  Iwar.  How«nr,I  tswcB 
wwwwbar  ito  general  icaor,  Umke,  ahboagb  OcmtmI 
Oalm  bM  ptedetd  bb  word  it  mo  m  wicked  sod 
mMAiu*  tarffity,  1  will  Make  mj  rcpatauoti,  if 
tlw  ((Mfoine  latter  ■•  prodneed,  tbat  words  to  tlie 
••nw  *ff«a  will  A|ifwnr." 

A  hw  dnj*  ftfterwMda,  Wilkioson  iiililiintiiiil 
Um  fiilldwiiig  leltor  to  the  Prefideat  of  Ca>- 
gnwD!  — 
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"  Snt, — While  I  make  ray  acknowleil^eiita 
to  Coiiirress,  for  the  tipjioiiitraent  of  Becreliiry  lo 
the  BiinnJ  of  War  and  Ordnitncc,  I  mn  wirry  I 
should  be  Cunatrniited  to  resign  ibal  office;  but, 
after  the  nets  of  treachery  stnA  Jaltehood  i[i  which 
I  hnre  detect^  Majrir-geaeral  Gule^.  tlie  president 
of  il)Ht  board,  it  is  impossible  for  me  lo  recL>n(.-i]e  it 
to  my  honor  lo  serve  with  him." ' 

After  recording  this  letter  ia  his  nieroairs, 
Wilkinson  odds  :  "  I  lind  previoosly  reMgned  my 
brevet  of  brigadier-general,  on  grounds  of  palriot- 
ism  ;  but  I  siiU  reiHioed  my  commissioiiof  colou^ 
which  was  never  lo  my  knowledge  revoked  ;  yet 
the  dominant  influence  of  General  Gates,  and  the 
feud^  and  factions,  sud  intrigues  which  prevailed 
iu  Coiign;^  Rud  in  the  army  of  that  day,  threw  me 
ont  of  employ."  —  There  we  stiall  leave  him;  it 
was  a  kind  of  retirement  which  we  appiebend  faa 
had  richly  meriied,  and  we  doubt  wbeiber  lua 
ooDntry  would  have  beeii  the  loser  bad  he  been 
left  to  enjoy  it  for  tlie  renminder  of  his  days. 

Tliiuugliout  all  liie  intrigues  and  maneuvers  of 
U)C  cnbal,  a  pan  of  which  we  have  laid  befure  Ihe 
ivader.  Wasliingloo  bad  ootiducled  himself  witb 
CHlmitess  Hud  ^f-command.  Epeaking  ou  the  sab- 
~  jeet  to  no  ooe  but  a  very  few  of  his  friendg  ;  lest 
A  kuowledge  of  iLose  iniemal  dissensions  should 
injure  tbe  serrioe. 

In  n  letter  to  Patrick  tlenry  be  gives  his 
closing  Dhservaiiuns  oonceruitig  them.  *- 1  cannnt 
precisely  mark  tbe  extent  of  lb«r  views ;  but  It 
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appntfed  in  general,  that  Gvaenl  Galea  m 
exalted  mi  the  niiu  of  taj  rapotaliMi  an 
cnoe.  Tba  I  am  auiborized  lo  aaj,  (tmb  n 
able  fact»  tn  mj  c 
tioM,  ibe  evident  scope  of  wbich  coaU  not  be 
mlaialwn,  and  fram  private  detncfioos  tndauri- 
oinlf  ctrctilated.  General  Mitflio,  it  is  oomatoalj 
BDppOMid.  bore  the  gecood  part  in  the  cabal ;  and 
G«neral  Coniray,  I  kuow,  was  a  veiy  active  and 
inotigusat  partisaD ;  but  I  have  good  reason  lo 
belicrt:  ibat  tlieir  ntachinations  have  recoiled  most 
aeaaiUf  iipop  themadvea." 

Ad  utile  and  truthful  historian,  to  whoee  re- 
uarcbei  tre  are  indebted  for  most  of  the  dora- 
ments  conceruing  the  cabul,  givea  it  a*  bh  opin- 
ion ibnt  ibere  L)  nut  sufficient  evidence  to  prove 
any  concerted  plan  of  action  or  any  fixed  design 
among  the  leaders  :  a  fttw  aspiring  meu  like  Gates 
atul  Mifflin,  might  Imve  flattered  iheroselve*  with 
indellriile  liopus,  und  looked  forward  to  a  dinuge 
u»  pruDiiHiiig  the  best  means  of  aiding  their  am- 
bitious views ;  hut  that  It  woa  not  probable  the; 
hod  united  in  any  cleiir  oi'  fixed  purpose.' 

TheM  observations  are  made  with  that  ao- 
tIior*s  usual  candor  and  judgmcul ;  yet,  wanting 
us  the  inlrrgucs  of  the  cahal  might  be  in  plan  or 
Hxud  design,  lliey  were  fraught  with  mischief  lo 
tlie  puhlic  service,  inspiring  doubts  of  its  com- 
iiiniiilerii  und  neekJug  lo  provoke  them  lo  d««- 
poriile  enterprises.     They  harassed  Washinglnti  in 
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llie  l.itlcr  pail  of  his  ctLmpaigD,  conlribulG<l  to  the 
dark  doud  that  liuiig  over  his  gloomy  ciicamp- 
meiit  at  Valley  Forge,  and  miglit  hnve  effucied 
bis  dowufBll,  had  lie  been  more  imscible  in  his 
temper,  more  at  the  mercy  of  impulse,  and  leas 
firnily  fixed  in  the  nflections  of  the  people.  As 
it  was,  they  only  tended  lo  show  wliorein  liy  his 
surest  strength.  Jealous  rivals  lie  might  have  in 
the  ftrmy,  bitter  enemies  in  Congress,  hut  the 
soMiera  loved  him,  nnd  the  large  heart  of  iho  na- 
tion always  beat  true  to  him. 

NOTE, 

TliB  followinf  anecdcpie  of  Iha  lulo  Governor  Jnj,  flne  of 
oui  piiresl  aaA  miMt  iUuilriuui  ttaleimen,  is  f^imislivd  to  ua 
by  his  son  Judge  Jiiy:  — 

"  Shortly  before  the  death  of  John  Adams,  I  wss  fitting 
■looe  with  my  father,  conversing  itKiat  the  Amerii^iin  U«y- 
olDlicn,  Sufldenly  liD  remarked, '  All,  William  1  the  history 
of  tllat  RoTOludDn  Hill  never  be  known.  Nobody  now  alire 
knnwa  it  but  John  Adams  and  mypelf.'  Surprised  at  "iich  a 
declaration,  I  asked  him  to  what  he  referred  ?  He  brivHy  re- 
plied,'The  proceedings  of  the  old  Conei***-'  Agiiin  I  in- 
quired, '  What  piweedings?  '  He  ansicered, '  Th<«a  a|;ainal 
Washiiiglon ;  fVoin  flrsi  to  last  there  was  a  most  biiier  party 


As  (he  old  Congress  always  sal  with  closed 
lie  know  no  more  of  what  passed  within  than  Tfhal 
deemed  expcdiuat  to  disclose. 
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The  rcfonDs  therein  reLVoi mended  were  geneiv 
ally  adopteJ.  On  oue  point,  however,  there  was 
much  debale.  Washiiigluii  hud  nrged  thnt  the  pay 
of  the  oiGcers  was  insuflicieiit  for  ^eir  decent 
subsistence,  tspccinlly  during  the  actual  depreci- 
ation of  the  currency ;  and  that  mauy  resigna- 
tloDS  were  the  consequence.  He  recoinmended 
not  only  Ihnl  their  pay  should  be  increased,  but 
that  there  should  be  a  provision  for  their  future 
support,  by  half  pay  and  a  pensionary  eslablish- 
menl,  so  as  to  secure  them  from  being  absolutely 
impoverished  in  the  eerrice  of  their  country. 

Tliis  last  recommend  at  ion  had  to  encounter  a 
great  jealousy  of  the  nmiy  on  the  part  of  Ck>D- 
grcsd,  aud  aU  that  WuBhington  could  effect  by 
Strenuoua  and  unremitted  exertions,  wad  a  kind 
of  oompromi^  according  to  which  officers  were 
to  receive  half-pay  for  i«;ren  years  after  the  war, 
and  non-com  mi^ioned  oSicere  and  privates  eighty 
dollars  each. 

The  reforms  adopted  were  slow  in  going  ioto 
operation.  In  the  meao  lime,  the  distresses  of 
the  army  continued  to  increase.  The  ^urroaiid- 
ing  oouutry  for  a  great  distance  waa  exhausted, 
and  liad  the  appesrwice  of  having  been  pillaged. 
In  Bome  places  where  the  tuhabilanls  had  pn>- 
visioos  and  cattle  they  denied  il,  intending  to 
lake  them  to  Philaddphia,  witere  ibey  could  ob- 
tain greater  prices.  The  undisturbed  ootniniwi- 
cstion  with  the  dty  had  corrupted  tbe  minds  of 
the  pe<iple  in  it*  vidiMige.  "Hus  Stale  ia  n^ 
even  unto  the  deslh,"  said  Goaiemeor  Horria. 

Tbe  parties  aeai  oat  to  fbrage    too  oAea  r»- 
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THE  CAMP  AT  VALLEY  FORGE. 

hy  their  ioradera.  The  latter  reveled  us  if  in  a 
conquered  plnce.  Private  houses  were  o<x-upie<l 
nitboul  rendering  compensntiou  ;  the  officers  were 
quartered  ou  the  principal  inhabitauts,  many  of 
whom  were  of  the  Society  of  "  Friends  ; "  some 
even  transgressed  so  far  against  propriety  ae  to 
introduce  their  mistresses  into  the  quarters  tliuK 
oppressively  obtained.  The  quiet  lubiis  of  ibe 
city  were  oulragtsl  by  the  dissolute  habits  of  a 
camp.  Gaming  prevailed  (o  a  Ebanieless  de- 
gree. A  foreign  otGcer  kept  a  faru  bunk,  at  which 
be  made  a  forluue,  aud  some  of  the  young  utIicerB 
ruined  iheniselves. 

"  During  the  whole  of  this  long  winter  of 
riot  and  disfipalion,"  continues  the  same  writer, 
"^  WashuigtoD  was  suffered  to  remaio  uudi^iurbed 
at  Valley  Forge,  with  an  army  not  exceeding  five 
thousand  t;fre4;tive  tneo,  and  his  caiinuu  IVozeti  up 
and  immovable.  A  ooclumal  attack  migbi  have 
forced  him  to  a  disadvaulageous  nctiou  or  com- 
pelled him  to  a  disastrous  relreal,  leaviug  behind 
him  his  sick,  cannon,  ammunilion,  and  heavy  bag- 
gage. It  might  have  opened  the  way  tor  euppliee 
to  the  city,  and  ftbaken  off  the  lethargy  of  the 
British  army.  In  a  word,"  adds  be,  "-had  Gt:n- 
eral  Bowe  led  on  lib  troope  lo  action,  victory  was 
in  his  power  and  conquest  in  his  train."  ' 

Without  assenting  lo  the  probability  of  such  a 

result,  i[   is  certain   Uuit  the  army  fur  a  part  uf 

the  winter,  while  it  held  Philadelphia  in  sie^e, 

was  in  M  perilous  a  Ntualion  ab  that  which   kept 
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A  bold  front  before  BosIod,  wiihout  am  munition 
to  fterve  its  cunnon. 

Oil  one  occasion  there  was  a  ftorrj  at  the  moat 
advanced  post,  wbere  Captain  Henry  Lee  (Light- 
horse  Harry)  with  a  few  of  his  troops  was  sta- 
ll oued.  He  made  bimaelf  formidable  to  the 
enemy  by  harnssiug  their  foraging  parties.  An 
attempt  was  made  to  surprise  biin.  A  party  of 
about  two  hundred  dragoona,  taking  a  circuiioua 
route  in  tliB  night,  csmti  upon  him  by  day-break. 
He  Lad  but  h  few  men  with  him  at  tlie  time,  and 
took  post  in  a  large  store-house.  His  scanty  force 
did  not  allow  it  soldier  for  each  window.  The 
dragoons  alleinpted  to  force  their  way  into  the 
house.  There  whs  a  warm  contest.  The  dra- 
goons were  bravely  repulsed,  and  sheered  off, 
leaving  two  killed  and  four  wounded,  *<  So  well 
directed  was  (he  oppositioci,"  writes  Lee  to  Wash- 
ington, "  [bat  we  drove  them  from  the  stablea, 
and  saved  every  horse.  We  have  got  the  arms, 
some  cloaks,  etc.,  of  their  wounded.  The  enter- 
priee  was  certainly  daring,  though  the  issue  of  it 
very  ignominious.  I  had  not  a  soldier  for  each 
window," 

Washington,  whose  heart  evidently  warmed, 
more  and  more  to  this  young  Virginian  officer, 
the  son  of  his  '■  lowland  beauty,"  not  content  wild 
noticing  his  exploit  in  general  orders,  wrote  a 
note  to  him  on  the  subject,  expressed  with  un- 
usual familiarity  and  warmth.  **  My  dear  Leu," 
writes  he,  "  although  I  have  given  you  my  thaake 
in  the  general  orders  of  this  day,  for  the  late  in> 
stance  of  your  gallant  behavior,  I  cannot  resist 
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the  iDclioatton  I  feel  to  repeat  them  npiiri  in  this 
manDer."  I  needed  uo  freeii  proof  of  ^our  merit 
U>  bear  you  in  remembrauco,  I  waited  only  for 
the  proper  time  and  season  to  ahow  it ;  those  I 
hope  are  not  far  off.  ...  ,  Offer  my  sin- 
cere tlianks  to  tbe  whale  of  your  gallanl  party, 
and  assure  them,  that  no  one  felt  pleasure  more 
sensibly,  or  rejoiced  more  sincerely  for  your  and 
their  escape,  than  your  affectionate,"  etc. 

In  effect,  Washington  not  long  afterwards 
stroDgly  recotnmended  Lee  for  the  command  of 
two  troops  of  horse,  with  the  rank  of  major,  to 
act  as  on  independent  partisan  corps.  *■  His  geu- 
iuB,"  observes  he,  "  particularly  adapts  bim  to  a 
command  of  this  nature  ;  and  it  will  be  the  most 
agreeable  to  him  of  any  station  in  which  he  could 
be  placed." 

It  was  a  high  gratification  lo  WasbJogton  when 
Congress  made  this  appoititmuiit ;  accompanying 
it  with  encomiums  on  Lee  as  n  brave  and  prudent 
officer,  who  had  rendered  essential  service  lo  the 
country,  and  acquired  distinguished  honor  to  him- 
self and  the  corps  he  commanded. 

About  the  time  that  Washington  was  gladdened 
by  the  gaUantry  and  good  fortune  of  "  Light-horse 
Harry,"  he  received  a  letter  from  another  Lee, 
the  captive  general,  sU'll  in  the  hands  of  the  en- 
emy. It  bad  been  written  nearly  a  month  pre- 
viously. "  I  have  the  strongest  reason  to  flatter 
myself,"  writes  Lee,  "  that  you  will  interest  your- 
self iu  whatever  interests  my  comfort  and  welfare. 
I  think  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  my  siiu- 
9  much  bettered.     It  is  now  five  days  iliaC 
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die  eoibarkatkiD  abould  be  f^uspeuiled,  uutil  a  dU- 
tiDCt  and  explicit  ralificatiou  of  (he  cuDveulioii 
should  be  properly  uoliBed  Id  thnt  bodj  bj  tbtj 
court  of  Great  Britain.  Burgojau  Bubsequently 
obuined  pennissioD  for  lib  uwd  returu  tu  Eug- 
laad  ou  parole,  on  accouot  of  ill  healtb. 

Id  llie  moiitli  of  February,  Mre.  Wdsliiuglou 
rejoiced  the  general  at  Vnlley  Forge,  and  took  up 
her  residence  at  bead -quartern  Tbe  HrrHogemeuia 
couBetjueDl  to  ber  arrival  bespexk  tbe  simplicity 
of  style  in  this  rude  eiicatnptneDt.  "  Tbe  geO' 
eral's  aparloieDt  is  very  ^uiaH,"  writes  she  to  a 
friend  ;  "  be  has  bud  a  log  cubiu  built  lo  dine  in, 
which  has  miule  our  quarters  much  more  tolerable 
ttifiD  they  were  at  first-" 

Lady  Stirling,  Mrs.  Knox,  llit  vrife  of  llie  general, 
and  the  wires  of  other  of  the  officers  were  also  in 
the  camp,  Tbe  reforms  in  the  commiss&riat  bad 
b^ua  to  operate.  FrovisioiH  arrived  in  consid- 
erable quantities;  supplies,  uu  their  way  lo  the 
Philadetphia  market  to  load  the  British  tables,  were' 
iotercepied  Aud  diverted  into  tbe  bnngry  camp  of 
the  patriots  ;  magazines  were  formed  iu  Valley 
Forge ;  the  threatened  famiue  was  averted  ; 
•>  grim-nsaged  war"  gradusllj  relaxed  his  fea- 
ture and  afiairs  in  the  tucHmpmeni  began  to 
assume  a  more  dieeriog  asjxrci. 

In  the  latter  jiart  of  the  wuiltr.  Washington  was 
agreeably  surprised  by  a  visit  Iroin  his  old  atiil 
highly  esteemed  friend,  Birtui  Fairfax.  That 
gentleman,  although  he  disapproved  of  llie  meaf- 
nres  of  the  British  govenimem  whidi  bad  severed 
the  colonies  from  the  mother  euuulrv,  was  Mill 
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than  any  favor  I  Lave  received  ;  and  could  not  be 
believed  by  some  iu  New  York,  it  being  above 
the  run  of  common  roiuda."  ' 

Wnsbingtoii,  in  reply,  expressed  himaelf  grati- 
|]ed  by  the  sentiments  of  his  letter  and  oonBdent 
of  their  aiucerity.  "  The  frieudsbip,"  added  be, 
"  nhiuh  I  ever  professed  and  felt  for  you,  meL  with 
DO  diminutioD  from  the  difference  in  our  potiiical 
sentimeuts.  I  knot*  ibe  rectitude  of  niy  oivu  in- 
teuttous,  and  believiug  in  the  sincerity  of  yours 
lamBnied,  thi.iiigh  1  did  tiot  coudeinn,  your  reuun- 
ciatiuu  of  the  creed  I  bad  adopted.  Nor  do  I 
think  any  person  or  power  ought  lo  do  it,  whilst 
your  uouduct  is  not  opposed  to  ibe  geueral  iutereat 
of  the  people  and  the  measures  they  are  pursuing ; 
the  latter,  that  is  our  actions,  depending  upon  our- 
selves, may  be  coutrolled ;  while  the  powers  of 
tbiuking,  originating  in  higher  oiusus,  caiinol  ul- 
ways  bo  moulded  to  our  wishes." 

The  moat  imporlaot  arrival  in  the  cump  was 
that  of  the  Baron  Steuben,  towards  the  Ibitter  part 
of  February.  He  was  a  seasoned  soldier  from 
the  old  battle-Belds  of  Europe;  having  served  iu 
the  seven  years'  war,  been  aide-de-camp  lo  the 
great  Frederick,  and  connected  with  the  quarier- 
master-geueral's  department.  Honors  liad  been 
heaped  upon  him  in  Germany.  After  leaving  tho 
Prussian  army  be  had  been  grand  marshal  of  llie 
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court  of  tlie  Prince  of  HobenzoUern-Hecbingen,  col- 
onel ill  Uie  drcle  of  Suabia,  lieutenant-general  un- 
i]er  tile  Prince  Slxrgrave  of  Baden,  and  knigbt  of 
the  Order  of  Fidelity  ;  nnd  be  had  declined  lib- 
eral offers  from  the  King  of  Sardiuin  and  the 
Emperor  of  Aiiatrin.  With  an  income  of  about 
three  iboosand  dollars,  chiefly  arising  from  vari- 
ous appointments,  he  was  living  pleasantly  in 
dUtJnguiahed  society  at  the  German  courts,  and 
making  occusional  visits  to  Paris,  when  be  was 
persuaded  by  the  Count  de  St.  Germain,  French 
Minister  of  War,  and  others  of  the  French  cabi- 
net, to  come  out  to  Americn,  tinil  engage  in  the 
cause  they  were  preparing  to  befriend.  Their 
object  was  to  secure  for  the  American  armies  the 
services  of  on  officer  of  experience  and  a  thorou^ 
disciplltiariun.  Through  their  persuasions  he  re- 
signed bis  several  oHiees,  and  came  out  at  forty- 
eight  years  of  age,  a  soldier  of  fortune,  to  the  rude 
fighting  grounds  of  America,  to  aid  a  half^lisci- 
pUned  people  in  their  struggle  for  liberty.  No 
certainly  of  remimeration  was  held  out  to  him, 
but  there  was  an  opportunity  for  acquiring  mili- 
tary glory ;  the  prohnbility  of  adequHle  rewanl 
should  the  young  republic  be  successful ;  and  it  was 
hinted  ibat,  at  all  events,  the  French  court  would 
tu)t  suffer  him  to  be  a  loser.  As  his  means,  on 
resigning  his  offices,  were  small,  Beaumarchaia 
furnished  funds  for  his  immediate  expenses. 

The  baron  bad  brought  strong  letters  from  Dr. 
Franklin  and  Mr.  Deane,  our  envoys  at  Pwia, 
and  from  the  Couut  St.  Germain.  Lnnding  tit 
Portsmouth  iu  New  Hampshire,  December  l^i,  be 
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had  forwnnled  copies  of  itis  lellera  to  WusliingtoD. 
"  The  object  of  my  greiilesl  ambition,"  writes  lie, 
"  is  to  render  your  country  all  llio  serviee  in  my 
power,  and  to  deserve  the  title  of  a  citizen  of 
America  by  fighting  for  the  cause  of  your  liberty. 
If  the  diatiuguished  i-anks  in  which  I  Lave  served 
iu  Europe  should  be  nil  obstacle,  I  had  ratlier 
eerve  under  your  Excellency  aa  a  roluiileer,  than 
to  be  an  object  of  discontent  among  such  deserv- 
ing officers  aa  haTe  already  disttuguisbed  thero- 
selvea  among  you." 

"  I  would  suy,  moreover,"  adds  he,  "  were  it 
not  for  the  fear  of  offending  your  modesty,  that 
your  Kxcelieucy  is  the  only  person  under  whom, 
after  having  served  under  the  king  of  Prussia, 
I  could  wish  to  pursue  an  art  to  which  I  have 
wholly  given  myself  up." 

By  Waaliing ton's  direction,  the  baron  hud  pro- 
ceeded direct  to  Congress.  Hia  letters  procured 
him  a  distinguished  reception  from  the  president. 
A  committee  was  appointed  to  confer  with  him. 
He  ofiere<]  bis  services  as  a  volunteer :  making  no 
condition  for  rank  or  [iny,  but  trusting,  shoulil  he 
prove  himself  worthy  and  die  cause  be  crowned 
with  success,  he  would  be  indemnified  for  the 
escritices  he  had  made,  and  receive  such  further 

mpeusation  as  be  tnigbl  be  thought  to  merit 

The  committee  having  made  their  report,  the 
barou's  proffered  wrvices  were  accepted  with  a 
vote  of  thanks  for  bis  disinterestedness,  and  he 

i  ordered  to  join  ihe  army  at  Valley  Forge. 
That  army  iu  its  nigged  condition  and  si[ualid 
quarters,  preseuied  a  sorry  aspect  to  a  striut  dis- 
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oiplinamn  from  Grerraany,  accuatotneil  to  the  or- 
der nnd  iippointmenU  of  European  camps ;  aud 
tlie  burou  ofleii  declared,  thai  under  auuli  circum- 
Btoiioe^  uu  army  in  Eurape  could  be  kept  together 
for  A  single  mouth.  The  liberal  mind  of  Steuben, 
however,  rando  ^v^ty  allowauce ;  and  Wushiog- 
tun  Doon  found  in  him  a  cousummule  soldier,  free 
from  pedantry  or  proteusioii. 

Tho  evils  arising  from  a  went  of  uniformity  in 
discipline  aud  maueuvers  throughout  the  army, 
hail  long  caused  Washington  to  desire  a  well  or- 
ganizud  inspectorship,  lie  knew  that  the  same 
desire  wns  felt  by  Cougress.  Conway  had  been 
appointed  to  that  otiice,  but  had  never  entered  upon 
its  duties.  The  baroii  appeared  to  be  peculiarly 
well  qualided  for  such  a  department ;  Washington 
deterniiued,  therefore,  to  set  on  foot  a  temporary 
iuslitutioQ  of  the  kind.  Accordingly  he  proposed 
to  the  baron  to  undertikke  the  office  of  inspector- 
general.  The  latter  cheerfully  agreed.  Two  ranks 
of  iuspectora  were  appointod  uoder  him ;  the  low- 
est to  inspect  brigades,  the  highest  to  superintend 
several  of  these.  Among  the  inspectors  was  a 
French  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Teman I,  chosen 
not  only  for  hia  intrinsic  merit  and  abilities,  but 
on  acouunt  of  his  being  well  versed  in  the  Eng- 
lish tiA  well  as  Ifae  French  Innguagc.  which  made 
him  a  necessary  aMistani  (o  tbe  baron,  who,  at 
times,  needed  an  interpreter.  Xlie  gallant  Fleury, 
to  whom  Congress  had  given  tlie  rank  and  pay  of 
lieuteuant-cotonel,  and  who  had  exercised  the  of- 
fice of  aide-major  in  France,  was  soon  after  em- 
ployed UkewUe  as  an  inspeotor.' 
1  WfSingtoolotbePnaidMiiof Cong.    Spaiki,  r.  W. 


STEUBEir  DIBCIPLINEB    THE  ARMY.    411 

In  a  little  while  the  whole  snaj  was  tmder 
drill ;  for  a  great  part,  made  op  of  raw  militia, 
scarcely  knew  the  manual  exerctae.  VLaaj  ot 
the  olScers,  loo,  knew  little  of  nuuteuTering,  and 
the  best  uf  them  had  modi  to  leam.  The  baron 
furnished  his  sub-inspectors  with  wriiieo  instrac- 
tions  relative  to  their  several  fiioctioos.  He  took 
a  companj  of  soldiers  under  his  immediate  Umia- 
ing,  and  ader  he  had  sufiicientlj  Bchooled  it, 
made  it  a  model  for  the  othen,  ezhilMdiig  tlw 
maiieuvere  they  had  to  practice. 

It  WH5  a  aerere  task  at  first  for  the  aide^e- 
carop  of  the  great  Frederick  to  operate  npoe  sneb 
raw  materials.  His  ignorance  of  the  langiwige^ 
too,   increased    the   difficulty,   wheie    i 


o  be  explaiaed   or  rectified. 

'.  i£til  s 


despair,  i£til  an  officer  of  a  New  York  regimeut. 
Captain  Walker,  who  spoke  French,  stepped  for- 
ward  and  offered  to  act  as  ioterpvter  -*  HmI  I 
seen  an  angel  from  Hearetj,"  says  the  baion,  ■*  I 
coold  not  have  been  more  r^oJced."  lie  made 
Walker  \im  aide-de-camp,  and  from  that  time  bad 
him  always  at  band. 

For  a  time,  there  was  Dotbing  but  drOlB 
throughout  the  camp,  thea  gradually  came  evolu- 
tions of  every  kind.  The  officer*  were  lefanaled 
as  well  as  ibe  tata.  The  troofa,  aaya  a  penoD 
who  was  present  in  the  camp,  were  paraded  in  A 
single  line  with  shootdered  amw  ;  every  oScvr  in 
his  place.  The  haron  pns-^ed  in  front,  then  look 
Ibe  musket  of  each  soldier  in  liaod,  to  see  whether 
it  was  clean  ami  well  poltahed,  and  exaniiueil 
whether  the  men's  accoutrementa  were  i&  good  or- 
der. 
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lie  was  sadlj  worried  for  a  lime  nitli  the  mili- 
Ua  i  ea]jeciiJly  ivheu  any  maneuver  was  to  bo 
performed.  Tlie  men  blundered  in  their  exer- 
cise; the  baron  blundered  in  his  English;  hia 
French  and  German  were  of  no  av^il :  he  lost 
his  temper,  which  was  rather  warm ;  swore  in  alt 
three  languages  at  once,  which  made  the  matter 
worse,  and  at  letijrth  culled  his  aide  to  his  assist- 
ance; K>  help  him  curse  the  blockbeada,  as  it 
was  pretended  —  but  no  doubt  to  explain  the 
maneuver.' 

Still  the  grand  marshnl  of  the  court  of  Ho- 
heiiKoHern  mingleil  with  the  veteran  soldier  of 
Frederick,  and  tempered  hJs  occtisional  bursts  of 
impatience ;  and  he  had  a  kinil,  generous  heart, 
that  soon  made  him  a  favorite  with  tlie  men. 
His  discipline  extended  to  their  comforts.  H« 
inquired  into  their  treatment  by  the  oltieers.  He 
e.tamiued  the  doctor's  reports ;  visited  the  sick  ; 
and  saw  that  they  were  well  lodged  and  attended. 

He  was  an  example,  too,  of  the  regularity  and 
system  he  exacted.  One  of  the  most  alert  and 
indefatigable  men  in  the  cump ;  up  at  daybreak 
if  not  hefore,  whenever  there  were  to  be  any  im- 
portimt  maneuvers,  he  took  his  cup  of  coSee  and 
smokeil  his  pipe  while  his  servant  dressed  liis  hair, 
and  by  suniise  he  was  in  the  saddle,  equipi>ed  at 

■  On  one  (K.'ciiEion  having  exhHUStBd  ail  hii  Geimu  aud 
French  oiihs,  he  vodfcfiled  to  his  aide  de-(amp.  Major 
Walker/'Yiea  mon  ami  Walker  — Vien  monlion  ami.  Sac- 
ra—  G — dam  lie  gaueheriu  of  dese  badaow  —  je  ne  puii  plus 
—  I  can  cunadam  no  more." —  Carrftn,  Atuftnla  i-f  Oii  Jm, 
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Greene  undertook  the  office  with  reluctance,  Etnd 
agreed  lo  perform  the  military  duties  of  it  with- 
out compensation  for  tlie  apace  of  a  year.  He 
fountl  it  in  great  disorder  and  confusion,  but,  hy 
extraordinary  exertions  and  escellent  system,  so 
arranged  it,  as  to  put  the  army  in  a  condition  to 
take  tlie  field  and  move  with  rapidity  the  mo- 
ment it  should  be  required.^  The  &vor  in  which 
Greene  st^od  with  the  commander-in-chief,  was  a 
continual  cause  of  mean  jealousy  and  cavil  among 
the  intriguing  and  the  envious  ;  but  it  arose  from 
the  abundant  proo&  Washington  had  received  in 
times  of  trial  and  difiicnlty,  that  he  had  a  brave, 
affectionate  heart,  a  sound  head,  and  nn  efficient 
arm,  on  all  of  which  he  could  tlioroughly  rely. 

'  Wa^iDgtoB  to  Greene.  —  Writing!  of  Wathmglim,  vol. 
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CHAPTER  XXXII. 

PorliflaliaDii  of  tbe  Hudwii.  —  Project  to  nirprtn  Sir  Ileniy 

Clinton.  —  General  Hove  tmtgoi  tlie  3eneyi ghipt  uid 

8lor»  baml  at  Burdentown.  ~  Piuu  fw  tbe  next  Cuapuga. 
—  Gates  and  Uilflin  oodiir  WMhingtoa'*  Coinnuiid-  — 
Downfall  oT  Conwav.  —  Lord  Xorth'i  Condlialory  Bitla.  — 
Sent  10  Wasbinj^n  bf  Governor  Tryon.  —  Be»o]ve>  oT 
Congreee.  —  Letter  of  W»*hingt»o  to  Tiyon — Kejoitiug 
■1  Valley  Forge.  —  Tbe  Mtsdiiaiua. 

^5*JBHE  HJgbiandB  of  the  HuilKin  bail  be*;n 
IKBl  carefuijj  reconnoitered  in  the  course  of 
l^lQlf  xhr^  winter  by  GeueraJ  Putnam,  Gov- 
ernor CTiniuu,  Ub  brother  Jaiaee,  and  Bevernl 
others,  aud  sabsetjiteiitly  bj  >  committee  fmto 
tbe  New  York  Legielnlure,  to  determine  tipon 
the  most  eligible  plaoe  U)  be  forufied.  West 
Point  wa£  ullJmarelv  choseu  :  and  Putuam  was 
orged  hy  Wa^ingtou  lo  have  the  worke  (iiii«b«d 
Bs  Boon  as  posdble.  The  general  being  e:Llled  to 
Conncctjcat  by  Lie  private  affairs,  aud  beiut!  iii- 
tolvtsd  ill  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  loss  of 
Forts  Montgomery  aud  Clinton,  Mujir-geueral 
McDougall  was  ordered  tu  the  Highlands,  tu  take 
command  of  the  diflereul  posts  iu  that  depart- 
ment, and  to  press  forward  the  conitruetion  of 
(he  worlcE.  in  which  he  was  tu  be  aisieted  by 
EoKdiuiko  as  engineer. 

Before  General  McDuugult's  amval,  Brigadier- 
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peneral  PaniODs  had  coBnuand  at  'West  Point. 
A  letter  of  Wasliington  to  the  latter  suggests 
an  enter]) rise  of  a  somewhat  romantic  char- 
acter. It  was  DO  leas  ihaD  U)  |M)uiice  upoD 
Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  airry  him  off  prisoner 
from  hia  head-quarterB  in  the  fity  uf  I^ew  York. 
The  general  was  quartered  in  the  Kennedy  house 
near  the  buttery,  but  a  short  distance  from  the 
Hudson.  Uis  situatiou  was  rather  lonely;  most 
of  the  houBea  in  ihal  quarter  having  been  con- 
sumed Id  the  great  fire.  A  retired  way  led  from 
it  ihrcjugh  a  back  yard  or  garden  to  the  river 
bank,  where  Greenwich  Street  e:(iends  at  pres- 
ent. The  idea  of  Washington  was,  that  an  en- 
terprising party  should  embiirk  in  eight  or  ten 
whale-boats  at  King's  Ferry,  just  below  the  High- 
lands, on  the  first  of  the  ebb,  and  early  in  the 
evening.  In  six  or  eight  hours,  with  change  of 
bands,  the  boats  might  be  rowed  under  the  shad- 
ows of  the  western  shore,  and  approach  New 
York  with  muffled  oars.  There  were  no  ships 
of  WOT  at  that  time  on  that  side  ol'  the  city ;  nil 
were  in  the  East  River.  The  officers  and  men 
to  be  employed  in  the  eluerprise  were  to  be 
dressed  in  red,  and  much  in  the  style  of  the 
British  soldiery.  Having  cnptured  ijir  Henry, 
they  might  return  in  their  swift  whale-boats  with 
the  tii>o<l  tide,  or  a  party  of  horse  might  meet 
them  at  Fort  Lee.  "  What  guards  may  be  a( 
or  near  !iia  quarters,  I  cannnt  say  with  precisiou," 
writes  Washington,  "  and  therefore  shall  not  add 
anything  on  this  score.  But  I  think  it  one  of 
the  most  practicable,  and  surely  it  will  be  among 
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the  most  desirable  and  hanurable  tilings  imagiii- 
oble  to  take  liiin  prisoner." 

The  enterprise,  we  believe,  was  never  atierapled. 
Colonel  Hamillon  is  siiid  to  have  paralyzed  it. 
He  agreed  with  Washington  that  there  could  be 
little  doubt  of  its  success  ;  "  but,  sir,"  said  be, 
"have  you  examineil  (be  cou sequences  of  it?" 
"  In  whut  respect  ?  "  asked  the  general.  "  Why," 
replied  Hamilton,  "  we  shall  rather  lose  thao  gaia 
by  removiug  Sir  Henry  from  the  comraaud  of 
the  British  army,  because  we  perfectly  understand 
his  character ;  and  by  taking  him  off  we  only 
make  way  for  some  other,  perhaps  an  abler  officer, 
whose  character  and  dispositions  we  have  to  learn." 
The  shrewd  suggestions  of  his  aide-de-camp  had 
their  effect  on  Washiugtou,  and  the  project  to  ab- 
dnct  Sir  Henry  was  abandoned.* 

The  spring  opened  without  any  material  alter- 
ation iu  the  dispositions  of  the  armies.  Wash- 
iugtou  at  one  time  expected  an  attack  upon  his 
camp ;  but  Sir  William  was  deficient  in  the  neces- 
sary enterprise  1  he  contented  himself  with  send- 
ing out  parties  which  foraged  ihe  surrounding 
country  for  many  miles,  and  scoured  part  of  the 
Jerseys,  bringing  in  cousiderable  supplies.  These 
forays  were  in  some  inslanoes  accompanied  by 
wanton  excesses  aud  needless  bloodshed  i  the  more 
unjustifiable,  as  they  met  with  feeble  resistance, 
especially  in  the  Jerseys,  where  it  was  dilficult  to 
Dssemble  militia  in  Buflicient  force  to  oppose  (hem. 

Another  ravaging  party  ascended  the  Delaware 
in  flat-bottomed    boats  and    galleys ;   set    tire    to 

1  Wilkinson'!  Manuirt,  vol.  i.  p.  8S3. 
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public  storehouses  in  Bordentoivti  cuDtaialng  pro- 
visions KDd  munitions  of  war ;  burnt  two  frigates, 
severnl  pricftteera,  nnd  o,  number  of  vessels  of 
Tfirlous  classes,  some  of  them  liiden  with  mOitary 
stores.  Had  the  armed  vessels  been  sunk  nccord- 
itig  to  the  earnest  advice  of  Washington,  the 
greater  part  of  ihem  might  have  been  saved. 

A  circular  letter  was  sent  by  Wnsliiiigton  on 
the  20ih  to  all  the  genera!  officers  in  camp,  request- 
ing their  opinions  in  writing,  which  of  three  pluoB 
to  adopt  for  the  next  campaign  :  to  attempt  the 
recovery  of  Phihidelpliia ;  to  transfer  (he  war  to 
the  north  and  make  an  attempt  on  New  York  ; 
or  to  remain  quiet  in  a  secure  and  fortified  camp, 
disciplining  and  arranging  the  army  until  the  en- 
emy should  begin  their  operations ;  then  [o  be 
goverued  by  circumstances. 

Just  after  tlie  issue  of  this  circular,  intelligence 
received  from  Congress  showed  that  the  ascendency 
of  the  citbal  was  at  an  end.  By  a  resolution  of 
that  body  on  the  15th,  Gates  was  directed  lo  re- 
sume the  command  of  the  Northern  department, 
and  to  proceed  forlhwiili  to  Fishkill  for  that  pur- 
pose. He  was  invested  with  powers  for  complet- 
ing the  works  on  the  Hudson,  and  authorized  In 
carry  on  operations  against  the  enemy  should  any 
favorable  opportunity  offer,  for  which  purposes  he 
might  call  for  Iho  artificers  and  milrtin  of  New 
York  and  the  Eastern  States :  but  be  was  not  to 
i:nderlake  any  expedition  against  New  York  with- 
out previously  consulting  the  comma uder-in-ehief, 
Washington  was  requested  to  assemble  a  council 
of  major-generals   to  determine  upon  a  plan  of 
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opemtions,  and  Galea  aral  Mifflin,  by  a  subsequent 
resolution,  were  ordered  lo  attend  that  council. 
Tbia  anuiigeinent,  putting  Gales  under  Washing- 
Iod's  order,  evinced  the  deterniiuntion  of  Congress 
to  sustain  (he  latter  in  his  proper  attthoritj. 

Washington  in  a  reply  to  the  President  of  Con- 
gress, who  had  informed  him  of  this  arrangement, 
mentioned  the  circular  lie  had  just  issued.  -  There 
is  not  a  moment  to  be  delayed,"  observed  he,  "  in 
forming  some  general  syBtem,  ami  I  only  wait  the 
amral  of  generals  Gales  and  Mifflin  lo  summon 
a  council  for  the  purpose.  Tlie  next  day  (24th) 
he  addressed  a  letter  lo  Gate^i,  requesting  him, 
should  he  not  fitid  it  ineonrenient,  to  favor  him 
wilh  H  call  at  the  camp,  to  discuss  the  plan  of 
operations  for  the  campaign.  A  similar  invitation 
t  by  him  to  Mifflin;  who  eventually  re- 
sumed liis  station  in  the  line. 

And  here  we  may  note  l!ie  downfall  of  the  in- 
triguing individmil  who  had  given  his  name  to  tlie 
BOW  extinguished  cabal.  Conway,  after  the  de- 
parture of  Lafayette  and  Du  Kalb'from  Albany, 
hod  remained  but  a  short  lime  in  the  command 
there,  being  ordered  to  join  the  army  nuder  Gen- 
eral McDougall,  slaiioncd  at  Fishkill.  Thence 
1  ordered  back  to  Albany,  whereupon 
he  wraie  an  impertinent  letter  lo  the  President  of 
mplainiug  that  he  was  "  boxed  about 
t  indecent  manner." 

"  What  is  the  meaning,"  demanded  he,  "  of  re- 
moving me  from  the  scene  of  action  on  the  open- 
ing of  the  campaign  ?  I  did  not  deserve  this 
barlesque  disgrace,  and  my  honor  will  not  permit 
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me  to  bear  il."  In  b  word,  he  intimnted  a  wisU 
that  the  preaideiit  would  muko  hid  resigiutiiau  ac- 
ceptable lo  Congress. 

To.his  surprise  and  coDstemation,  his  resignation 
was  immediately  accepted.  He  instADtly  wrote 
to  the  president,  declaring  thai  his  meauiog  had 
been  misapprehended ;  and  accounting  Tor  it  hy 
some  orthographical  or  grammatical  fkulls  in  bis 
letter,  being  an  Irishnian,  who  bad  leaml  his 
English  in  France.  "  I  had  no  thoughts  of  re- 
signing," lulds  he,  "  while  there  was  a  prospect  of 
firing  a  single  shot,  and  especially  at  the  beginning 
of  a  campaign  which  in  my  opinion  will  be  a  very 
hot  one." 

All  his  eiforts  to  get  reiuslaled  were  unavailing, 
though  be  went  lo  Yorktown  to  make  them  iu 
person.  "  Conway's  appointment  to  ibe  inspector- 
ship of  the  army,  with  the  rank  of  major-general, 
after  he  had  insulted  llie  commander-in-chief," 
observes  Wilkinson,  •'  was  a  splenetic  measure  of 
a  majority  of  Congress,  as  iactious  as  it  was  ill- 
judged." 

They  hail  become  heartily  ashamed  of  it ;  oa- 
pecially  as  it  bad  proved  universally  unpopular. 
The  office  of  inspector-general  with  the  rank  of 
raujor-geueral,  with  the  proper  pay  and  appoint- 

NOTE. 
As  General  Conwuy  uket  no  further  part  in  the  eventj  of 
(hit  hisinn-,  we  ahall  brieflj  dispOMor  liim.  Diuppoiatfd  in 
hii  lims,  be  bcome  irritable  in  hi«  (emper,  End  oOeiiaiTs  in  bit 
in«nn«T»,  and  tVequsnlly  indulged  in  ■criniflnlons  tangiuge  fa- 
■peeling  Ihe  conunander-in-cbief,  thxt  was  highly  icxuiliid  hj 
Ihearmy.  InooanquBoccorHtaediipule  ha  became  involved 
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menis,  were,  al:  Wasliiugion's  recommend  at  iou, 
voted  by  tliem  on  the  Gili  uf  May  to  Buruii  Steu- 
bea,  who  iiud  niready  performed  the  duties  in  ^o 
satisfactory  a  manuer. 

The  capture  of  Burgoyue  atid  liis  army  wiis 
now  operating  with  powerful  elFect  on  the  cabinets 
of  both  EuglaDil  and  Frnnce.  Willi  the  former 
it  was  coupled  with  the  appreheiiaion  that  Frauce 
was  about  to  espouse  the  American  cau»e.  The 
consequence  was  Lord  North's  "  Couciliatory 
Bills."  Bs  they  were  called,  submitted  by  him  lo 
Parliament,  and  passed  with  but  slight  opposition. 
One  of  these  bills  regulated  taxntioii  in  the  Ameri- 
can colouies,  in  a  manner  which,  tt  vim  trusted, 
would  obviate  every  objection.     The  other  author- 


in  k  doel  vilh  General  John  CaAv 
Mverelf  WDundsd.  Thinkiag  bia  eiii 
dnewd  llie  CollowiDg  penilentisl  lottc 


WuhinetuD. 

83  ./ufj,  ins. 

Sib,  —  I  find  myself  jaat  able  to  hold  the  pen  during  a  few 
minalea,  and  lake  thia  oppartanilr  of  expnuing  nty  ■incerc 
giel'foT  luTing  done,  frrillen,  or  said  anything  disagreeable  to 
nnir  Exixllency.    My  career  nil)  soon  be  <r 


e  in  luy  oyei  tlie  great  and  gi 

a  yoa  bave  ame] 
la 


May  you  long  enjny 
and  esteem  of  Ibeie   Statct.  wboae  liber- 

vilh  Che  greatest  rexpeut,  etc., 

Thohab  Cokway. 


ContiBiy  to  all  e:ipectation.  he  recnvand  from  bii  wound 
hat,  finding  himaelf  wilbnut  rank  in  the  army,  covered  nil 

he  hid  dinbonored  hiDuelf,  an 


abandoned  a  count 
cmbatktfd  for  Fran< 
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ized  the  appoinlmeiit  of  commissioners  clothed 
wi^  powem  to  uegotiuie  with  thu  existing  gov- 
emmenta ;  to  prockiiu  n  ceswilion  of  hostilitiee ; 
to  gmiit  pardoua,  and  to  adopt  oilier  measarea  of 
a  conciliHiory  uature. 

"  If  what  was  now  proposed  was  a  right  mens- 
ure,"  observes  a  Briiisli  hislurian,  "  it  ought  to 
have  been  adopted  at  first,  ntiil  befort:  the  sworil 
was  drawn ;  on  the  other  band,  if  ilie  claims  of 
the  mother  couutry  over  her  colonies  were  origin- 
ally worth  contending  for,  the  acrenglii  and  re- 
Bourcea  of  the  nation  were  not  yet  so  fur  ex- 
hausted as  to  justify  miniKtora  in  relinquishing 
ihem  without  a  further  struggle."  ^ 

Intelligence  that  a  treaty  between  France  and 
the  United  Stales  had  actually  been  concluded  at 
Paris,  induced  the  British  minister  to  hurry  ofT  a 
drafl  of  the  bills  to  America,  to  forestall  the 
eSecla  of  the  treaty  upon  the  public  mind.  Gen- 
eral Tryon  caused  copies  of  it  to  lie  printed  in 
New  York  and  circulutcd  through  the  country. 
He  sent  several  of  ihem  to  General  Wushington, 
15lh  April,  with  a  request  that  they  should  be 
communicated  to  the  officers  and  privates  of  his 
army.  Washington  felt  the  singular  impertinence 
of  the  request.  He  traiismilted  them  to  Congress, 
observing  that  the  time  to  entertain  snch  over- 
tures was  past.  "  Nothing  short  of  independence, 
it  appears  to  me,  can  possibly  do.  A  peace  on 
other  terms  would,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  ex- 
pression, be  a  peace  of  war.  The  injuries  we 
have  received  from  the  British  nation  were  so  uu- 


yORTIfS   COyClLIJTORY  BILLS. 


423 


provoked,  and  have  been  ho  great  and  so  many. 
thnl  tbey  can  never  be  forgotten,"  These  and 
other  objectiona  advanced  by  him  met  willi  the 
coiicurrente  of  Cou^ress,  and  it  was  uoauimously 
resolved  that  no  cotifereiice  could  be  held,  no 
treaty  made  willi  any  commiesioners  on  the  pari 
of  Great  Britain,  uutil  that  power  eliould  liave 
withdrawn  its  fleets  and  armies,  or  acknuwltdged 
iti  positive  BD(1  express  terms  the  iDdcpeiidf  nee  of 
the  United  Stales. 

On  the  following  day,  April  23d,  a  resolution 
was  passed  recommending  to  the  different  Slates 
to  pardon,  under  euch  restrictions  as  might  be 
deemed  expedient,  such  of  their  citizens  as,  having 
levied  war  against  the  Uniled  Slates,  should  re- 
tiini  Id  their  allegiatice  before  the  16th  of  June. 
Copies  of  this  resolution  were  almck  off  in  Eng- 
lish and  German,  and  inclosed  by  Wii?hington  in 
B  letter  to  General  Tryon,  in  which  he  indulged 
in  a  vein  of  grove  irony. 

"  Sir,  —  Your  letter  of  the  17th  and  a  Iripli- 
e  wtire  duly  received.  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  the  drafts  of  the  two  bills,  be- 
fore lho»e  which  were  sent  by  you  came  lo  hand  ; 
and  I  can  asdure  you  lliey  wci'e  Biiffiired  lo  luiva 
H  free  currency  among  the  officers  and  men  under 
my  command,  in  whose  fidelity  lo  the  United 
Stales  1  have  the  most  perfect  confidence.  The  in- 
closed Gazelle,  published  the  24th  at  Yorktown, 
will  show  you  that  it  is  the  wish  of  Congress  that 
they  should  have  an  unrestrained  circulation.^ 

lUfl  the  CoDCiliator;  BiUi  were  pub- 
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"  I  Lake  the  liberty  to  transniil  lo  you  n  few 
pritiled  copies  of  a.  resolution  of  Congress  of  ihe 
'     )  request  that  you  will  be  in- 
!  conienis,  so  far 
the  persons  who 
The  bene  vole  Dl 
:  will,  I  persuade 
I  to  your  candor. 


strumental  iu 

as  it  may  be  in  yi 

are  the  objects  of  i 

purpose  it  is  intended  lo  answe 

myself,  saflicieiilly  recommend  i 


ur  power,  I 

3  operation! 


The  tidings  of  the  capitulation  of  Burgoyne 
had  been  equally  efficacious  in  quickening  the 
action  of  the  French  cabinet.  The  negotiations, 
whicli  had  gone  on  eo  slowly  as  almost  to  reduce 
our  cominissioiiera  to  despair,  were  brought  to  h 
happy  termination,  and  on  the  2d  of  May,  t«a 
days  after  the  passing  by  Congress  of  the  resolves 
just  cited,  a  messenger  arrived  express  from 
France  with  two  treaties,  one  of  amity  and  com- 
merce, the  other  of  defensive  alliance,  signed  in 
Paris  on  the  fith  of  February  by  M.  Girard  on 
the  part  of  France,  and  by  Benjamin  Franklin, 
Silas  Deane,  and  Arthur  Lee  on  the  pari  of  the 
United  States.  This  last  treaty  stipulates!  that, 
should  war  ensue  between  France  and  England, 
it  should  be  made  a  common  aiuse  by  the  con- 
tracting parlies,  in  which  neither  should  make 
truce  or  peace  with  Great  Britain  witliout  the 
consent  of  the  other,  nor  either  lay  down  their 
arms  until  the  independence  of  the  United  States 
was  established. 

lished  by  order  of  CongreM ;  ai 
ulaes  burned  them  under  tl»  gslk 
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These  trenties  were  unanimously  ratified  by 
Congress,  and  their  prom ulga lion  was  celebrated 
by  public  rejoieJngs  liirougbout  the  country.  Tbe 
6lh  of  May  was  ^et  apart  for  a  military  fete  at 
the  camp  at  Valley  Forge.  The  army  was  as- 
E>enibled  in  beet  army  ;  there  was  solemn  thanks- 
giving by  the  chaplains  at  the  head  of  each 
bngade;  niler  which  a  grand  parade,a  national  dis- 
charge of  thirteen  guns,  a  geiieraiyeu  de  joif,  and 
Bhouls  of  llie  whoie  army,  "  Long  live  llic  King 
of  France  —  Long  live  the  friendly  European 
Powers  —  Huzza  for  ihe  American  Slates."  A 
tianquet  succeeded,  at  which  Washiuglon  dined  in 
public  with  all  the  officers  of  his  army,  attended 
by  a  band  of  music.  Patriotic  toasts  were  given 
and  heartily  cheered.  "  I  never  waa  present," 
writes  a  epectaloi-,  "  where  there  was  such  un- 
feigned and  perfect  joy  as  was  discovered  in  every 
countenance.  Washington  retired  at  five  o'clock, 
on  which  there  was  universal  huzzaing  and  clap- 
ping of  hands — 'Long  live  General  Washington.' 
The  oon-commissioned  officers  and  privates  fol- 
lowed the  example  of  llieir  ofRcers  as  he  rode 
past  their  brigades.  The  shouts  continued  till  he 
had  proceeded  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  a  thoii- 
BHnd  hats  were  tossed  in  tbe  air.  Washingioti  and 
bis  suite  tamed  round  several  limes  and  cheered 
in  reply."  Gales  and  Miftiin,  if  in  the  camp  at 
the  time,  must  have  seen  enough  to  convince  them 
that  tlie  com inander- in-chief  was  supreme  in  the 
affections  of  the  army. 

On  the  8lb,  lite  council  of  war,  ordered  by 
Congrees,  was  convened,  at  which  were  present 
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mojor-genenila  Gales,  Greene,  Stirling,  Mifflin, 
Lftfayette,  De  Kdb,  ArniBtroni;,  nnd  Steuben,  nad 
brigadier-generab  Knox  and  Duportnil.  Aft«r 
the  siHle  of  tlie  forces,  British  tiud  Americnu, 
their  number  and  ilistrihudou,  had  been  Inid  be- 
fore the  council  by  the  conimRnder-in-chief,  ami 
a  full  discussion  hitd  been  held,  it  was  unnni- 
moufily  determined  to  rejnftin  on  the  defeusivc. 
and  not  attempt  any  ofTcn^ive  operation  until 
some  opportunity  should  occur  to  strike  a  bucccbs- 
ful  blow.  General  Lee  whs  uot  present  at  the 
couneil,  but  aflerwanls  signed  the  decision. 

Wliile  the  Conciliatory  Bills  failed  thus  fig- 
nally  of  their  anticipated  eOect  upon  tlio  Con- 
gress and  people  of  the  United  Stales,  they  were 
regarded  with  indignation  by  tlie  royal  forces  in 
America,  as  ofl'eriug  u  humiliating  contrast  to 
the  high  and  arrogant  tone  hitherto  itidulged  to- 
wants  tlie  "rebels."  Tliey  struck  dismay,  loo, 
into  the  hearts  of  the  American  royalists  and  ref- 
ugees, who  beheld  in  them  sure  prognoslica  of 
triumph  lo  the  cause  ihey  had  opposed,  and  of 
mortification  and  trouble,  if  uot  of  exile,  to  them- 
selves. 

The  military  career  of  Sir  Williani  Howe  in 
the  United  Stales  was  now  drawing  to  a  close, 
Ilis  conduct  of  the  war  had  given  much  dissaiin- 
faction  in  England.  His  enemies  observed  tltat 
everything  gained  by  the  troops  was  lost  by  the 
general;  that  he  had  auftered  an  enemy  with  leM 
than  four  thousand  men  lo  reconquer  a  province 
which  he  had  recently  reduced,  and  lay  a  kind  o( 
siege  to  hia  array  in  their  winter-quarters; '  uid 
I  S(«diniii,  vol.  i.  p.  3S4. 


TBE  MISCHIASZA. 


Ail 


thai  be  liad  brODght  k  sad  reverse  apoii  llie  Dni- 
ish  arms  bj  failing  to  couperau  Tigun.iii']/  rii>I 
efficiently  wfiih  Burgoyoe- 

Sir  William,  on  his  port,  bad  considernl  b!tii- 
Belf  slighted  by  the  miuutry ;  hi»  Bug;.'eiiiiijii»,  )m 
said,  were  diareganled,  and  the  reiiilirrivuieitts 
wiihheld  wtiicb  be  CDtuidered  inJisjwtiMlile  I'ur 
the  mooeMfnl  coodoct  of  the  war.  lie  liait  tlicre- 
fitre  icadned  hia  reaignalion.  which  hiwl  been 
prompdy  aooepud,  aod  Sir  Ueury  Cliiiicii  or- 
dered to  relieve  him.  Cliatoo  arrireJ  in  Phil 
addphin  on  the  8lii  of  May.  and  U»k  oocniDaud 
of  tbe  array  on  the  lllh. 

Sir  William  Howe  wu  popuW  amofig  the  of- 
finn  of  hi*  army,  frum  hie  oficD  and  eegapug 
manaen,  and,  perfaape,  bora  Ute  looae  rufe  wbul) 
iodnlged  them  in  their  Bocial  exoewea.  A  aiuo- 
ber  of  ibem  cmnlNDed  to  c^uae  lua  to^orium  r«ei- 
dence  iu  PUUadel]Jiis  by  a  eniU  owire  iu^luriww 
pageaul.  It  wae  called  Hie  Hl»CHJA3(za  (w 
l^ley),  a  kind  uf  regatta  and  (ournanwiii :  tbe 
funata  oa  the  DeUware,  the  tatter  at  a  voontry- 

The  regalta  iraA  in  three  dirisiuue,  eacli  with 
Its  band  of  mnuc,  to  whidi  tbe  owBroeu  kept 
time. 

The  rirer  was  crowded  with  boafe,  which  wen: 
kept  a1  a  distAQUe  Irom  the  sqaadroug  of  gnyly 
deoiiraled  burgee,  and  the  buut«t.  bulcoiiii?.  mii) 
wharves  ulung  the   ehore  were  £lled  wilh  p)ieutn- 

We  forbear  to  ^ve  (lie  fulsome  devcripiiuus  of 
ibe  land  part  of  the  Mischinuza  fimiuhed  by  va- 
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rious  peuB ;  Bud  will  coiiwot  ourselves  with  the 
fallowing,  from  the  p«n  of  a  British  wriler  who 
wad  preseuL  It  illiisiratea  sufficiently  the  Ab- 
surdity of  the  ectiuc. 

"  All  the  colurs  of  the  army  were  placed  in  a 
grand  avenue  three  hundred  feet  in  length,  liued 
with  the  king's  troops,  between  two  triumphal 
arches,  for  the  two  brothers,  the  Admiral  Lord 
Howe  aud  the  Geueral  Sir  William  Howe,  to 
nutrch  alotig  in  pompous  procession,  followed  by 
a  nuineroua  train  of  attendants,  with  seren  silken 
Knights  of  the  Blended  Rose,  and  seven  more 
of  the  Burning  Mountain,  and  fourteen  damsels 
dressed  in  the  Turkish  fashion,  to  an  area  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  yardn  square,  liued  also  with  ' 
the  king's  troops,  for  the  exhihition  of  a  till  and 
tournament,  or  mock  fight  of  old  chivalry,  in 
honor  of  those  two  heroes.  On  the  lop  of  each 
triumphal  arch  was  a  figure  of  Fame  bespangled 
with  seal's,  blowing  from  her  trumpet,  in  tetters 
of  hghl,  Tes  lauriers  tont  imfoorUU  (Thy  laureb 
are  immortal),"  On  this  occasion,  according  to 
the  same  writer,  "  men  compared  the  importance 
of  Sir  William's  services  with  the  merit  he  as- 
sumed,  and  the  gravity  with  which  he  susttuned 
the  most  excessive  praise  aud  adulatiou." 

The  unfortunnle  Major  Audr^,  at  that  time  a 
captain,  was  very  efficient  in  getting  up  this  taw- 
dry aud  somewhat  effeminate  pageant.  He  had 
piomoted  private  theatricals  dui'jiig  the  winter, 
and  aided  iu  paintiug  scenery  and  devising  dec- 
omlions.  He  wrote  a  glowing  description  of  the 
Miscbianza,  in  a  letter  to  a  friend,  proooaacing  it 


as  peibaps  the  moat  B[)leiiilid  eiilorUlntniint  n 
given  by  atiy  army  lo  iheir  ^iieml.  Ili<  lljtun*) 
iu  it  as  one  of  Ihe  Knights  of  tha  HlonilocI  ItoH. 
In  a  letter  wrilleu  to  n  Imly,  in  ilm  fuUowliid 
year,  he  alludes  in  hiii  )iro)iiirnli(inii  fur  it  hk 
having  made  him  a  cortifiletu  milliiiiir,  anil  ulFiir' 
his  aenicvs  to  faruiith  her  luppliiM  in  tlint  doiiuft* 

At  the  time  of  this  silken  Hnd  mock  boruic  ill»- 
)jluy,  the  number  of  Hritiih  Hiivnlry  iu  I'lilln- 
delphia  was  nineteen  tlioiiitniid  fivo  huitdrtHl  Mid 
thirty,  wwped  up  iu  a  munnHr  hy  nil  Amxriviin 
force  at  Valley  Forge,  nmoiititinjf,  acuirdiiiK  Ut 
official  returns  to  eleven  ihouHand  t^if[ht  ItitiiilrMl 
men.  OjuIiI  any  irinmphal  pageant  b<i  mora  III* 
pbeed  and  iH  lined ! 


mmand,  tliere  i 
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LibjetU  dFtuhid  to  Kmp  Wttcb  on  PhiUdelpbi*.  —  Hi 
PoBitioD  *[  Barren  Hill.  —  Plan  of  Sir  Hearr  to  eiilrep  him 
—  Wushington  Alarmed  for  bla  Safety.  — Straragem  of  ths 
Maniuia.  — EEchaDge  of  Gerural  Lee  and  Colonel  Gthaa 
Allen. —  Allen  al  Valley  Forg*.  —  Wanhington'i  Opinion 
of  Hini.  -  Preparations  in  Philadelphii  lo  cTacuaU.- 
Waahingfton'B  Meaaures  In  Couaequence.  —  ArriTa]  of  Com 
misuonera  jtom  England.  —  I'helr  DinppointmenL  —  Their 
Piwuedings.  -  Their  Failure.  —  Their  Msnifetlo. 

I  DON  flfter  Sir  Henry  Clinton   had  taken 
i  symptoms  of 

I  PhilB<Ie1phia 

Wliillier  the  enemy  would  thenne  direct  their 
course  masa  mnlier  of  mere  conjecliiro.  Ltifayette 
WH9  tlmrefore  detached  by  Wahhington,  wilh 
twenty-one  hundred  tliosen  tnen  and  fice  pieces 
of  cannon,  to  take  a  position  nearer  tlje  city,  where 
he  niiglit  be  at  hand  to  gain  information,  watch 
the  movements  of  the  enemy,  check  their  predatory 
exciir»ions,  and  fall  on  their  rear  when  in  the  act 
of  withdrawing. 

T)ie  marquis  crossed  the  Schuylkill  on  the  18th 
of  3Iiiy,  and  proceeded  lo  Barren  Hill,  about  half 
way  between  Wa»liingtuu'a  camp  and  Philadelphia, 
and  about  eleven  miles  from  both.  Here  he 
]>liinled  Lis  cuumon  Ihcing  liie  south,  with  rocky 
ridges  bordering  the  Schuylkill  on  his  right;  woods 
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and  sloiie  houses  aa  hia  left.  Behiii'l  him  iho 
roada  forkeil,  one  bi'iineh  leading  lo  Silicon's  Ford 
or  tlie  Suhuylkilt,  tlie  utber  by  Swediis'  Ford  lo 
Valley  Forge.  lu  iidviince  of  his  left  wing  was 
McLaDe'a  company  and  about  fifty  Indiana.  Pick- 
ets and  videltes  were  placed  in  the  woods  lo  tbe 
south,  throagh  which  the  roads  led  to  Philiidelphiii, 
aud  a  body  of  six  hundred  Pennsylvania  militiii 
were  stationed  to  keep  watch  on  the  roads  leading 
to  White  Marsh. 

In  the  mean  time  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  having 
received  intelligence  through  hia  spies  of  this 
movement  of  Lafayette,  conuerled  a  plan  lo  entrap 
the  young  French  nobleman.  Five  thougaiid  men 
were  sent  out  at  niglil,  under  General  Grant,  lo 
make  a  circuitous  march  by  White  Marsh,  and 
get  in  the  rear  of  the  Americans ;  onoiher  foree 
under  General  Grey  was  to  cross  to  the  west  side 
of  the  Schuylkill,  and  lake  post  below  Bari'cn 
Hill,  while  Sir  Henry  in  person  was  to  lead  a 
third  division  along  the  Philadelphia  road. 

The  plan  came  near  being  completely  success- 
ful, through  the  remissness  of  the  Pennsylvania 
militia,  who  had  left  their  post  of  observation. 
Karly  in  the  morning,  as  Lafayette  was  convers- 
ing with  a  young  girl,  who  was  to  go  to  Phila- 
delphia and  collect  information,  under  pretext  of 
visiting  her  relatives,  word  was  brought  that  red- 
Coats  luid  been  descried  in  the  woods  near  White 
Harsh.  Lafnyeiie  was  expecting  a  troop  of 
American  dragoons  in  that  quarter,  who  wore 
scarlet  uniforms,  and  supposed  these  to  be  ihum  ; 
to  be  certain,  however,  he  sent  out  an  officer  to 
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reoonnoil«r.  Tbe  laHer  booh  came  spurring  back 
at  fitU  spe«<l.  A  column  of  the  enemy  litul  pushed 
forward  on  the  road  from  Wliite  (Itirsh.  were 
witliio  a  mile  of  Ilio  catnp.  niid  had  posseasiou  of 
I  he  road  leading  to  VMlley  Forge.  Another 
Columu  was  adi^aticing  on  llic  Philadelphia  road. 
In  fact,  the  young  French  gi'iieral  was  on  the 
poiiii  of  being  surrounded  by  a  greatly  superior 

Lafayette  saw  his  danger,  but  nifliutaiiied  hia 
presence  of  mind.  Throwing  out  small  parties 
of  troops  Xo  show  themselres  at  various  points  of 
the  intervening  wood,  as  if  an  attack  ou  Graot 
waa  medilnled,  he  brought  that  general  to  «  halt, 
to  prepiire  for  action,  while  he  with  his  main  body 
pushed  forward  for  Ma(Mn*s  Ford  on  the  Scbuyl- 
kiU. 

The  olarm-guns  at  sunrise  lind  apprised  Wasb- 
tugton  that  tbe  detuchmeut  under  Lafayella  was 
iu  dimger.  The  troops  at  Valley  Forge  were  in- 
Btmitly  under  arms.  Washitjgion,  with  bb  aides- 
de-camp  and  some  uf  his  general  officers,  galloped 
to  tbe  summit  of  a  hill,  and  anxiously  reconnoitcred 
the  scene  of  actiou  with  a  glass.  His  solicitude 
for  the  marquis  was  soon  relieved.  The  stratagem 
of  the  youthful  warrior  had  been  crowned  with 
success.  He  completely  gained  tbe  march  upon 
General  Grant,  reached  Slatsou's  Ford  in  safety, 
crossed  it  iu  great  order,  nud  look  a  strong  posi- 
tion on  high  grounds  which  commanded  it.  The 
enemy  arrived  at  the  river  just  in  time  for  a 
skirmish  as  the  artillery  was  crossing.  Seeing 
thai  Lafayette  had  extricated  himself  from  their 
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llli¥i  paid  a  «iBi  »  tfae  eaai|.  ai   VmUb*  >'v«]$e, 

M—P   Ik   l«d   aUMfa  Ik  Wll   df  lur   variui 


aarmi  W  Aiicti ;  inb  W:  ImtiJ  aiiRaNtr  job  taay 
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paekud  up  ;  many  Bald  nt  aaction  ;  baggage  and 
heavy  cannon  embarked ;  Iraiisports  lilted  up  (or 
the  reception  of  horses,  and  hay  taken  on  board, 
Was  the  whole  array  to  leave  the  city,  or  only  a 
part  ?  Tlie  former  was  probjible.  A  war  between 
Franco  and  England  appeared  lo  be  impending: 
i[i  that  event,  Phlludelphia  would  be  an  ineligible 
posiilion  for  the  British  army. 

New  York,  it  was  concluded,  would  be  the 
place  of  dcatinalinn  ;  either  as  a  rendezvous,  or  a 
poBt  wlience  to  attempt  the  occupation  of  the 
Hudson.  Would  tliey  proceed  thither  by  land 
or  water?  Supposing  the  former,  Waghington 
would  gladly  have  taken  post  in  Jersey,  to  oppom 
or  harass  them,  on  their  march  through  that  State. 
His  camp,  however,  was  encumbered  by  upwards 
of  three  thousand  sick ;  and  covered  a  great 
amount  of  military  stores.  He  dared  not  weaken 
it  by  detaching  a  sufficient  force ;  especially  as  it 
was  said  the  enemy  intended  to  atlAck  him  be- 
fore their  departure. 

For  three  weeks  affairs  remained  in  this  state. 
Washington  held  his  army  ready  to  march  toward 
the  Hudson  at  a  mornenl's  warning;  and  sent 
General  Maxwell  with  a  brigade  of  Jersey  troops, 
to  cooperate  with  Major-goaeral  Dickinson  and 
the  militia  of  that  State,  in  breaking  down  the 
bridges  and  harassing  the  enemy,  should  they  ac- 
tually attempt  to  march  through  it.  At  the  same 
time  he  wrote  to  General  Gates,  who  was  now  at 
his  post  on  the  Hudson,  urging  him  lo  cnll  in  as 
large  a  force  of  militia  as  he  coald  find  subaisi- 
ence  for,  and  to  be  on  the  alert  for  the  protection 
of  that  river. 


TUE   BRITISH    COMMISSIONERS. 
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powered  under  the  new  Conciliatory  Billa  to  ne- 
fToiitite  the  reBiuralioii  of  peace  between  Great 
Britain  and  her  former  colonies,  arrived  in  the 
Qelnware  in  the  Tridait  slijp  of  wni'.  These 
were  Frederick  Howard,  Earl  of  Carlisle ;  Wil- 
liam Eden  (afterwards  Lord  Ankland),  brother 
of  ilie  last  colonial  governor  of  Maryland ;  nnil 
George  Johnstone,  sometimes  called  commodore, 
from  haviug  served  in  tlie  navy,  but  more  com- 
luonly  known  as  Governor  Johnstone,  having  held 
that  ofSce  in  Florida.  He  was  now  a  memher 
of  Parliament,  and  in  the  opposition.  Their  sec- 
retary was  the  celebrated  Dr.  Adam  Ferguson, 
an  Edinburgh  professor;  author  of  a  Roman  His- 
tory, and  who  in  hi»  younger  days  (he  was  now 
about  fifty-five  years  of  age)  had  been  a  "fight- 
ing chaplain  at  Fonlenoy." 

The  clioice  of  commissioners  gave  rise  to  much 
criticism  nud  cavil ;  especially  that  of  Lord  Car- 
lisle, a  young  man  of  fashion,  amiable  and  intelli- 
gent, it  is  true,  but  unfilled  by  his  soft  European 
habits  for  such  a  mission.  "  To  captivate  the 
rude  members  of  Congress,"  said  Wilkes,  "  and 
civilize  the  wild  inhiiliitants  of  an  unpolished 
country,  a  noble  peer  was  very  properly  appointed 
chief  of  the  honorable  embassy.  His  lordship, 
to  the  surprise  and  admiration  of  that  part  of  the 
New  World,  carried  with  him  a  green  ribbon,  the 
gentle  manners,  winning  behavior,  and  soft  insinu- 
ating address  of  a  modern  man  of  quality  and  a 
1  courtier.     The  muses  and  graces  with 
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a  group  of  liule  laugLiiig  loves  were  in  his  train, 
uid  fur  tlie  first  time  cros»etl  the  Allanlic"  ' 

Mr.  Ed^n,  by  bb  letter  ?till  in  existence,'  up- 
petire  to  liare  be«n  unkindly  disposed  towards 
America.  Johnstone  was  evidently  the  strangest 
member  of  the  uomniissioQ.  Fox  prooouncd  bim 
"  the  only  one  who  could  have  the  ear  of  tba 
people  in  America;"  he  alone  had  been  tbeir  friend 
in  Greut  Britain,  and  was  acquainted  with  the 
people  of  PennsylvaDia. 

The  commissioners  landed  at  Philadelphia  on 
llie  6tb  of  June,  and  discovered,  to  their  astonish- 
ment, that  they  had  corae  out,  as  it  were,  in  the 
dark,  on  a  mission  in  which  but  a  half  conftdence 
bad  been  reposed  in  tliem  by  government.  Three 
weeks  before  their  departure  from  England,  orders 
fand  been  sent  out  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  evacu- 
ate Philadelphia  and  concentrate  his  forces  at  New 
York;  yet  these  orders  were  never  icnpHrted  to 
them.  Tbeir  letters  and  speeches  testify  their 
surprise  and  indignation  at  lindiiig  their  plan  of 
operations  so  completely  discouuerted  by  their  own 
cabinet.  "We  found  everything  here,"  writes 
Lord  Carlisle,  "  in  great  confusion ;  the  army 
upon  the  point  of  leaving  the  town,  and  about 
three  thousand  of  the  miserable  inhabitants  em> 
barked  on  board  of  our  ships,  to  convey  them 
from  a  place  where  they  ihtnk  they  would  receive 
no  mercy  from  those  who  will  take  possession 
dfier  us." 

So    Governor  Johnstone,  io   speeches   subeo- 
1  19  ParliimtHlarii  Bit.  1338. 
*  Fwce'i  Am.  ArcUrtd.  vol.  i.  US9. 
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queotl^  made  iti  ParliHment:  "On  tny  arrival, 
the  onJ«;rs  for  the  evuciiatioD  had  beeo  made  pub- 
lic—  tlie  citf  waa  io  the  utmost  conslernittloD  :  a 
more  afiectiug  spectacle  of  woe  I  never  beheld." 
And  again ;  "  The  commisaioiiers  we.re  received 
at  Philadelphia  with  all  the  joj  which  a  generous 
people  could  espress.  Why  were  you  so  long 
a-comtng?  was  the  geiieral  cry.  Do  not  abandon 
Ds.  Retain  the  army  and  seitd  them  against 
Waehinglon,  and  the  olTair  is  over.  Ten  thou- 
sand men  wilt  nmi  Tor  you  in  ihia  province,  nnd 
ten  thousand  in  the  lower  counties,  the  moment 
you  tHke  the  field  and  can  get  arms.  The  dedant- 
lions  were  general  and  notorious,  and  I  am  per- 
suaded, if  we  had  been  at  liberty  lo  have  acted 
in  the  field,  our  most  sanguine  espectalioua  would 
have  been  fulfilled." 

The  orders  for  evacuation,  however,  were  too 
peremptory  to  be  eva{led,  but  Johnstone  declared 
that  if  he  bad  known  of  ihein,  he  never  would 
hikve  gone  on  the  mission.  The  commisaioners 
had  prepared  a  letter  for  Congress,  merely  inform- 
ing Ihal  body  of  their  arrival  and  power?,  and 
llieir  disposiiioQ  lo  promote  a  reconciliation,  in- 
lendiug  quietly  to  await  an  answer ;  but  the  un- 
expected siluatiou  of  affuirs  occasioned  by  the 
order  tor  evacuation,  obliged  them  to  alter  their 
resolution,  and  lo  write  one  of  a  difiereut  charac- 
ter, bringing  forward  at  once  all  the  powers  del- 
egated to  them. 

On  the  9lh  June,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  infonnud 
Washington  of  the  arrival  of  the  comniissionors, 
and  requested  a  passport  for  their  secrelorj-.  Dr. 
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Ferguson.  iLe  historiHu,  to  proceed  to  Yoiktown 
bearing  a  letter  to  Cougress.  WaHliiugton  sent 
to  Congress  a  copy  of  Sir  Henry's  letter,  but  did 
not  consider  himself  at  liberty  to  grunt  the  pass- 
port until  authorized  by  them. 

Without  waiting  the  result,  the  commissiooers 
forwarded,  by  the  ordinary  militfiry  post,  their 
letter,  accompanied  by  the  "  Conciliatory  Acts  " 
and  other  documents.  They  were  received  by 
Congress  on  the  13th.  The  letter  of  the  oom- 
missioners  was  addressed  "  to  His  Excellency, 
Henry  Laurens,  the  President  and  olhera,  the 
members  of  Congress."  The  reading  of  the  let- 
ter was  interrupted ;  and  it  came  near  bciug 
indignautly  rejected,  on  account  of  expressions 
disrespectful  to  France  ;  charging  it  with  being 
the  insidious  enemy  of  both  England  and  ber  col- 
onies, and  interposing  its  pretended  friendship  to 
the  latter  "  only  to  prevent  reconciliation  and  pro- 
long this  destructive  war."  Several  days  elapsed 
before  tbe  Congress  recovered  sufficient  equanimity 
to  proceed  with  the  dispatches  of  the  commissioners, 
and  deliberate  on  the  propositions  they  contained. 

In  [heir  reply,  signed  by  tbe  president  (June 
17th),  they  observed,  that  nothing  but  an  earnest 
desire  to  spare  further  effusion  of  blood,  could 
have  induced  them  to  read  a  paper  containing  ex- 
pressions 80  disrespectful  to  his  most  Christian 
Majesty,  or  to  consider  propositions  so  derogatory 
to  the  honor  of  an  independent  nation;  and  in 
conclusion,  Ihey  expressed  a  readine^  to  treat  aa 
soon  as  ihe  king  of  Great  Brilniu  should  demnn- 
Gtrale  a  sincere  disposilion  for  peace,  either  by  aa 
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explicit  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of 
the  States,  or  by  the  withdrawal  of  his  fleets  and 

We  will  not  follow  the  coinmisaioners  throtigh 
their  various  nttempta,  overtly  and  covertly,  to 
forward  the  object  of  llieir  mission.  We  cannot, 
however,  pass  nnnoticed  au  inliniation  conveyed 
from  Governor  Johnstone  to  General  Joseph  Reed, 
al  this  time  an  iufluential  member  of  Congress, 
that  effectual  services  on  his  part  to  restore  the 
union  of  the  two  countries  might  be  rewarded  by 
ten  ihouRaiid  pounds  sterling,  and  any  ofHce  in 
the  colonies  in  His  Majesty's  gift.  To  this,  Reed 
made  his  brief  and  memorable  reply  :  "  I  am  not 
worth  purchasing ;  but  such  as  I  am,  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  b  not  rich  enough  to  do  it." 

A  letter  was  also  written  by  Johnstone  to 
Kobert  Morris,  the  celebrated  flnai icier,  then 
also  a  member  of  Congress,  containing  the  fol- 
lowing significant  paragraph:  "I  believe  the  men 
who  have  conducted  the  affitirs  of  America  in- 
capable of  being  influenced  by  improper  motives; 
but  in  all  such  transactions  there  is  risk ;  and  I 
think  that  whoever  ventures,  should  be  assured,  at 
e  time,  that  honor  and  emolument  should 
naturally  follow  the  fortmie  of  those  who  have 
steered  the  vessel  iu  the  storm  and  brought  bur 
safely  into  port.  I  think  Washington  and  the 
President  have  a  right  to  every  favor  tliat  gralfi- 
'  B  can  bestow,  if  they  could  once  more 
r  interest,  aud  spare  the  miseries  and  de- 
vastatkin  of  war." 

These  tmnBactions  and  letters  being  communi- 
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cated  to  Congre^  were  proiiouDce<l  Iiy  them  dar* 
ing  and  atrocious  attempts  to  corrupt  their  integ- 
rity, and  they  resolved  tliat  it  was  incDm|iDtible 
with  tbeir  honor  to  hold  auy  correspoudunce  or 
intercourse  with  the  conuaiasioner  who  made  it ; 
e.4|>ecially  to  negotittte  with  him  upon  affairs  ia 
whicli  tlie  cause  of  liberty  was  coucenied. 

The  commissioners,  disappointed  in  their  hopes 
of  influencing  Congress,  attempted  to  operate  on 
the  feelings  of  the  pnblio,  at  one  Unie  by  coaul- 
iatory  appeals,  at  anotlier  by  threats  and  denun- 
ciations. Their  laat  measure  was  to  publish  a 
manifesto  recapitulating  their  official  provee<lings ; 
stating  the  refusal  of  Congress  to  treat  willi  them, 
Eind  otl'ering  to  treat  within  forty  daye  with  dep- 
uties from  all  or  any  of  the  colonies  or  provin- 
cial Assemiilies  ;  holding  furth,  at  the  same  time, 
the  usual  olTers  of  oonditional  amnesty.  This 
measure,  like  all  wliich  hod  preceded  it,  proved 
ineffectual  i  the  commission  era  embarked  for  Eng- 
land, and  no  terminated  tlus  tardy  and  blunder- 
ing attempt  of  the  British  Government  and  its 
agents  to  effect  a  reconciliation  —  the  last  at- 
tempt that  was  mode. 

Lord  Carlisle,  who  had  taken  the  least  prom- 
inent part  in  these  tniusactions,  thus  writes  in 
the  course  of  them  to  his  friend,  the  witty  George 
Selwyn,  and  his  letter  may  serve  as  a  peroration, 
"I  inclose  you  our  manifesto,  which  you  will 
never  read.  'Tis  a  sort  of  dying  speech  of  the 
commission  :  an  effort  from  which  I  expect  little 

success Everythiug  is  upon  a  great 

scale  upon  this  contuient.     The  rivers  are  im- 
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nicDse ;  the  climate  violeut  in  heat  and  oold  ;  the 
prospects  uia^jnificent ;  the  thunder  niid  light- 
ning tremendous.  The  disorders  incident  to  the 
country  make  every  constitiitiou  tremble.  We 
have  nothing  on  a  great  scale  tvith  us  but  our 
blunders,  our  misconduct,  our  ruin,  our  losses, 
our  diBgraces  and  misfortunes,  that  will  mark  the 
reign  of  a  [irince,  who  deserves  better  treatment 
and  kinder  fortunes." 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

PnparatioDB  to  Evacuate  Philadglpliii.  —  WatbinKton  ealli  a 
Council  of  War.  — Lee  oppowd  to  any  Altack,  — PhiUdel 
lihia  avacoslfil,  —  Movemenlaip  Pursuit  of  Sir  Heniy  Clin- 
ton.—Another  Conncil  of  War— Conflict  of  Opinion«.— 
Contradictor)-  Conduct  of  Um  iwpeclinB  the  Conlmsin).  — 
TliB  BatUe  ofMonmonUi  Conrl-houw.  — Subsequant  March 
oT  tlie  Armies. 

(Sb^TTI^  clelaj  of  tbe  British  to  evacuate 
|^^»  I'hihulelphta  tasked  llie  sagacity  of 
lg^-*54  Wiisliiiigtoa,  hut  he  supposed  it  to  have 
bcc'i)  niiist'il  by  Lho  arrivitl  of  the  comuiissiouers 
irum  Gi-eac  Britain.  The  foree  in  the  ciiy  in 
the  meiui  time  hud  been  much  reduced.  Five 
thousaud  lueu  had  been  detacbeil  to  aid  in  a 
Buddeu  descent  on  the  Fivuch  possessionB  id  tlie 
Weat  Indies;  three  thousand  more  to  Floriila. 
Most  of  the  cavalry  with  other  troops  had  been 
shipped  with  the  provision  train  and  heavy  bug- 
gage  to  New  York.  The  effective  force  remain- 
ing with  Sir  Henry  was  now  tibout  tiiue  or  ten 
thousand  men ;  that  under  Wasliiugton  was  n 
little  more  tlion  twelve  ihousaud  Continentals, 
and  about  thirteen  hundred  militia.  It  had  al- 
ready acquired  considerable  proficiency  in  tActlcs 
and  field  maneuvering  imder  the  diligent  instruo- 
tions  of  Steuben. 
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Early  in  Jtme,  it  was  evident  that  a  total  evae- 
uatioD  of  the  city  was  on  the  |>oint  of  taking 
place  i  anrl  circiunstiinces  cunvioeed  Washington 
tlial  the  march  of  the  waxa  body  would  he 
through  the  Jerseys,  Some  of  his  olScera 
thought  differently,  especially  General  Lee.  who 
had  DOW  the  conioiaiid  of  &  division  composed 
of  Poor,  Vamuni,  and  Hundnglon'a  brigitiles. 
Lee,  since  his  return  to  the  army,  had  recomeil 
somewhat  of  his  old  habit  of  cynical  saperv'vaon, 
and  had  his  drcle  of  admiren,  among  whoto  he 
indulged  in  caustic  comments  on  miliUiy  afTain 
and  the  merits  of  coounanders. 

On  the  present  occasion  be  sdiiremed  a  let- 
ter to  Wash ingioo,  dated  Jane  15tli,  suf^gnting 
other  plans  which  the  enemy  nugfat  have  in  vi«w. 
"  Whether  they  do  or  do  not  adopt  any  of  ihew 
plans,"  added  he,  "  there  (an  be  no  iDcoD'enieocs 
arise  fkim  considering  the  tubject,  nor  froin  do- 
vising  means  of  defeating  ibeir  porpoM*,  oa  the 
supposition  that  they  wiIL" 

Washington,  in  bii  reply,  ^ive  the  •og^etti^iot 
of  Lee  a  candid  and  respectful  eouNdention.  bat 
in  the  course  of  hii  letter  Umk  iiu  iiiiiii  Ut  kitit 
a  little  gentle  admonitioB. 

"1  shall  always  be  haiipy,"  wriKta  Im.  "hi  s 
free  commnnicaiioo  of  your  Mntiment*  v^m  Mmj 
important  sabjed  rebttv*!  to  the  Mnrfae.MHl  mAy 
beg  ihat  they  may  taam  SiitxAj  to  ttpM.  Tlw 
custom  whi^  many  oAcer*  hwcv  ^  iptaUng 
freely,  and  reprohuing  mammnoh  W^Uk,  ttftm 
inreaiigation,  may  bn  faond  le  be  — iwfcfcJifa, 
b  never  found  to  b«  pmlKdvc  of  tfMMt  1)** 
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In  cousequence,  probably,  of  tbe  saggestiona  of 
Lee,  Washington  called  a  general  council  of  war 
on  the  17tli,  t^  consider  what  measures  to  adopt; 
whetJier  lo  undertake  nnj  eoterpriae  against  the 
enemy  in  their  present  circameLancea  —  whether 
the  army  should  remain  in  its  actual  position,  until 
tlie  fiuitl  evacuation  had  taken  plac 
mediately  toward  the  Delaware  —  whether,  should 
the  enemy  march  through  the  Jerseys,  it  would 
be  advisable  to  attack  them  while  on  the  way,  t 
to  push  on  directly  to  the  Hudson,  and  secure 
ttiat  important  communication  between  the  East- 
ern and  Southern  StJites?  In  case  an  attack 
while  on  the  march  were  determined  on,  should 
it  be  a  partial  or  a  general  one? 

Lee  spoke  eloquently  ou  the  i 
was  opposed  to  au  attack  of  any  kind.  He  would 
make  a  bridge  of  gold  for  the  enemy.  They 
were  nearly  equal  in  number  to  (he  Americans, 
and  far  superior  in  discipline ;  in  fact,  i 
troops  been  better  disciplined.  An  Bllaek,would 
endanger  the  safety  of  the  cause. 
B  prosperous  state,  in  consequence  of  the  foreign 
nlliiince  just  formed ;  all  ought  not  lo  be  put  at 
risk  at  the  very  moment  of  making  such  an  al- 
liance. He  advised  merely  to  follow  (he  enemy, 
observe  their  motions,  and  prevent  them  from  coia- 
mitting  any  excesses. 

Leu's  opinions  had  still  great  weight  with  the 
array  ;  most  of  the  officers,  both  foreign  and  Am 
icnn,  concurred  with  him.  Greene,  Lafayette, 
Wayne,  and  Cudivaliider.  thought  differently. 
They  could    not    brook   (bat    the    enemy  should 
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evacuate  the  city,  nnd  make  a  long  ninrch  tlimiigli 
the  country  uumolestcil,  Au  opporiimily  migljl 
present  itnelf,  amid  Ilie  biiHtlt:  and  confusion  gf 
depflrture,  or  while  embHrruased  in  deHles  with  a 
cumbrous  baggage  train,  of  striking  some  signal 
blotf,  ihnt  would  indemnify  them  for  all  they  had 
suffered  in  Iheir  long  and  dreary  encampment  at 
Valley  Forge, 

Wasliington's  heart  was  with  ibis  latter  coim- 
ig  such  want  of  unanimity  amnng 
his  generals,  he  requested  their  opinions  in  writ- 
ing. Before  these  were  given  in,  word  was 
brought  that  the  enemy  had  actually  evacuated 


Sir  Henry  bad  taken  his  measures  with  great 
secrecy  and  dispatch.  The  army  commenced 
moving  at  three  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
18th,  retiring  to  a  point  of  land  below  the  town 
formed  by  tlie  confluence  of  the  Delaware  and 
Schuylkill,  and  crossing  the  former  river  in  boats. 
By  ten  o'clock  in  the  rooming  the  rear-guard 
landed  on  the  Jersey  shore. 

On  the  first  intelligence  of  this  movement, 
ingion  detached  General  Maxwell  with  his 
brigade,  to  cooperate  with  General  Dickinson  and 
the  New  Jersey  militia  in  harassing  the  enemy  on 
their  march.  He  sent  General  Arnold,  also,  with 
a  force  to  take  command  of  Fhtladelphia,  that 
officer  being  not  yet  sufficiently  recovered  from 
bis  wound  for  field  service  :  then  breaking  up 
Valley  Forge,  he  pushed  forward 
force  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy. 
e  of  the  latter  lay  along  the  eastern 
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bank  of  ihe  Delaware  aa  Iiigh  as  Trenton,  Wnsh- 
iugton  was  obligeil  to  make  a  considerable  circuit, 
GO  aa  to  cross  the  river  higher  up  at  Coryell's 
Ferry,  nuar  the  place  where  eighteen  months 
previously  he  bad  crossed  to  attack  tlie  Hesniaiis. 

Od  the  20ih,  be  writes  to  General  Gales : 
am  now  with  the  main  body  of  the  army  within 
ten  miles  of  Coryell's  Ferry.  General  Lee  is  i 
vanced  with  six  brigndea.  aud  will  cross  to-night 
or  to-morrow  rooniitig.  By  the  Inst  iutclligence 
the  enemy  are  Dear  Mount  UoUy,  and  moving 
very  slowiy ;  but  as  there  are  so  many  roiida  open 
to  them,  their  route  could  not  be  Hscertained. 
shall  enter  the  Jei'Bejs  tu-morrow,  and  give  you 
(he  earliest  uotioe  of  their  movemeuia,  and  wb 
ever  may  affect  you." 

Heavy  rains  and  sultry  Bummer  hent  retarded 
bis  movements ;  but  the  army  crossed  on 
24th.  The  British  were  now  at  Moorestowu  and 
Momit  Hotly.  Thence  tbey  might  lake  ihe  road 
on  tLe  left  for  Brunswitk,  and  so  on  to  Staten 
Islauil  and  Kew  York ;  or  the  roail  to  the  right 
through  Monmouth,  by  the  Heights  of  Middle- 
town  to  Sandy  Hook.  Uncertain  which  tliey 
might  adopt,  Washington  detached  Colonel  Mor- 
gan with  nix  hundred  picked  men  to  reiurorce 
Maxwell  and  hang  on  their  rear  ;  while  he  him- 
self pushed  forward  with  the  main  body  toward 
Princeton,  cautiously  keeping  along  the  mounlun- 
ous  country  to  the  left  of  the  most  northern  road. 

The  march  of  Sir  Henry  was  very  slow.  His 
army  was  encumbered  with  baggage  and  provis- 
ions.  and  all  the  nameless  superUuitiee  in  which 
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Bricisli  officers  are  prone  lo  indulge.  Ilia  train 
of  wheel  cnrrisges  and  bat  horwa  wns  twelve 
miles  in  extent.  He  was  retarded  by  hcnvy  rain 
and  iiiloluralile  heat ;  bridges  had  to  be  built  Rud 
causewnj'a  constructed  over  streams  and  murslies, 
where  tiiey  had    been  destroyed  by    the  Ameri- 


From  his  dilatory  movements,  ■Waaliinf'loii  sus- 
pected Sir  Henry  of  a  design  to  draw  him  down 
into  the  level  country,  and  then,  by  a  rapid  move- 
tnent  an  his  right,  to  gain  posseaaiou  of  the  strong 
ground  above  iiira,  and  bring  him  to  a  general  ac- 
tion on  disadvantageouii  terms.  He  bimself  was 
inclined  for  a  general  action  whenever  it  could  be 
made  on  suitable  ground  ;  he  halted,  therefore,  at 
Ho|)ewcll,  about  Hvu  miles  from  Princeton,  and 
held  another  council  of  war,  while  his  troops  were 
reposing  and  refre-^liing  themselves.  The  result 
)  his  aide-de-«amp.  Colonel  Hamilton, 
raid  have  done  honor  lo  the  moat  honorable 
society  of  midwivea,  and  to  ihem  only."^  The 
purport  was  to  keep  at  a  di^ilance  from  the  enemy, 
and  annoy  them  by  detHcbments.  I<ee,  according 
to  Hamilton,  was  the  prime  mover  of  this  plan  : 
ill  pursuance  of  which  a  detachment  of  Hfleen 
sent  off  under  Brigadier-general 
otlier  troops  near  the  enemy's 
'CO  opposed  to  sending  so  large 
a  number. 

Generals  Greene,  Wayne,  and  Lafuyeite  were 

in  the  minority  in  the  council,  and  sabscquenily 

gave  separately  the  same  opinion  in  writing,  ihof 

>  MS.  letlci  ef  UamUtoD  to  Eliu  thmdinot. 
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the  rear  of  the  enemy  Ebould  be  ulUcked  by  a 
Blrong  clbUichmcnt,  while  the  niaiu  urniy  should 
be  80  disposed  as  to  give  a  general  batlle,  should 
circumslHaces  reoiler  il  advisable.  As  this  opia- 
ioD  coinciiicd  wilh  his  owu,  Washingtoo  deter- 
rnined  lo  act  upou  iL 

Sir  Henry  Cliutoa  in  the  mean  time  had  od- 
raaced  lo  AUentowu,  on  his  way  to  Bruoewick, 
to  embark  on  the  Ruritan.  Finding  tlie  passage 
of  (hat  river  likely  to  be  strongly  disputed  by  the 
Ibrcea  under  WaahiagtoD,  and  others  advancing 
&oni  the  north  under  Gales,  he  changed  his  plan, 
and  turned  to  the  right  by  a  road  leading  through 
Freehold  to  Navesiuk  and  Sandy  Hook ;  to  em- 
bark at  the  latter  place. 

Washington,  no  longer  in  doubt  a^  to  the  route 
of  the  enemy's  march,  detached  Wayne  with  one 
thousand  men  to  join  the  advanced  corps,  which, 
thus  augmented  was,  upward  of  four  thousand 
strong.  The  command  of  the  advance  properly 
belonged  Lu  I/ee  as  senior  major-general ;  but  it 
was  eagerly  solicited  by  Lafayette,  as  an  attach 
by  it  was  intended,  and  Lee  was  strenuously  op- 
posed lo  everything  of  tho  kind.  Washington 
willingly  gave  bis  consent,  provided  General  Lee 
were  satisfied  with  the  arraugemenL  The  latter 
cedetl  the  command  without  kesilation,  observing 
to  the  marquis  that  he  was  well  pleased  to  be 
freed  from  all  responsibility  in  executing  plans 
which  he  was  sure  would  fiiil. 

La&yecte  set  out  on  the  25th  to  form  a  junc- 
tion as  soon  as  possible  with  the  force  under 
General   Scott;    while  Washington,  leaving  his 
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__  _8  at  Kingston,  moved  with  the  main  faodj 
Q  Craiibeny,  three  miles  in  iLe  rear  of  the  a^ 
Tunceii  corps,  tu  be  readj  to  Ba|ifMvt  it. 

Scarce,  bowerer,  hai]  Lee  n 
mttDd.  wheu  he  changed  his  imBd. 
Washington,  be  declared  that,  in  » 
arraiigetueuc,  he  had  considered  ilie  o 
ihc  detnchrneul,  one  more  fitting  a  jviHig  ralaa- 
teeriog  general  than  ■  veteisn  like  lumadl^  aaoami 
m  comtn&nd  in  the  armr.  He  uoir  viewed  it  tn 
a  different  light.  I^&yeOe  would  be  al  the  head 
of  ull  die  coutineiilaJ  parties  alreadv  id  Uie  line ; 
Win  thousand  men  at  least;  a  conunand  uen  k> 
thikt  of  the  conuDonder-in-chiefl  SboalJ  the  de- 
tachuieut  march,  therefore,  he  entrealed  tu  hare 
the  command  of  it-  So  far  he  spoke  ptirsouall/, 
"  bul,"  added  be,  "  to  speak  aa  an  officer,  I  do  not 
think  ibiit  tliis  detachmeut  ou^t  fj  marcli  ■>!  all, 
uii[il  at  least  tbe  bead  of  the  eoemj'a  rigiit  ool- 
umn  bus  passed  Cranberry ;  then  if  it  is  ueo*' 
sary  to  march  the  whole  army,  I  cumut  soe  any 
impropriety  in  tbe  marquis'  commanding  Lliis  de- 
tachment, or  a  greater,  »&  an  advanced  piard  of 
the  army;  but  if  this  detAiJmieTit.  witk  HaawdTs 
corps,  Scott's,  Morgan's,  and  Jackson's,  Is  to  be 
considered  as  a  separate,  cboseo,  active  ttir}ik  sud 
put  under  the  marqnis'  oommand  until  llw  emcoij 
leave  the  Jerseys,  both  myself  and  Lord  StiHiug 
will  be  disgraced." 

Washington  was  perplexed  bow  lo  aUisfy  Lee'a 
puuclilious  claims  without  wonndtag  tbe  tedaMg^ 
of  Labyett«.  A  c^iauge  tn  tlie  ^t^mSliom  id  iIm 
enemy's  line  of  inarch  fimudked  n  i        ~ 
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Sir  Hearj  Clinton,  Jtodiag  himself  hanisswi  by 
liglil.  troops  ou  tlie  flanka,  and  in  danger  of 
allitok  in  llit-  reitr,  placed  all  his  baggage  in  (root 
utiiler  the  t^onvoj  of  Knyphnnseu,  ivbUe  he  tli 
the  maiu  strength  of  hia  array  tti  the  rear  iitulcr 
Lonl  Caniwallis. 

Thi'*  made  it  aec«ssary  far  Washingloi 
strengthen  hie  ndvnaced  corps ;  and  he  took  this 
ouoision  to  detach  Imk,  with  Scott's  antl  Var- 
niini'n  brigiidos,  to  support  the  force  uniJer  Lor 
fcyetl*.  As  Lee  waa  the  senior  major-general, 
thi^i  gnvo  him  llio  commuiid  of  the  whole  adranco. 
Wiusliington  ex[)!aiiifil  the  matter  in  a  letter 
ih<!  iniir^jiils,  who  resigned  the  command  to  Leo 
nhen  (he  latter  juiaeil  liiin  on  tlie  27tb.  That 
evening  the  enemy  encamped  on  liigU  ground 
near  Monmouth  Couri-lioUBe.  Lee  e&uatnpud 
with  the  advance  at  Engl ishi own,  about  Ave 
miles  distant.     The  mam  bo<ly  was  three  miloc 

,  Wasliuiglon  rtuje  ibriT»rd  U 
nioiisly  recoimoilered  Sir  Qetiiy'i' 
position.  It  waA  protected  hy  woods  nnd  mo- 
riMses,  and  loo  strong  to  he  attacked  witii  «  pros- 
pect of  BucccsE.  Should  the  enemy,  however, 
proceed  ten  or  twelve  miles  further  uddioIc 
they  would  gain  the  heights  of  Middletown,  tmd 
be  on  ground  still  more  diHicult.  To  prevent^ 
this,  he  resolved  that  an  attack  flhoohl  b«  tnads 
on  their  rear  early  in  the  moniiug,  tu  boo 
their  front  should  He  in  motion.  Thib  pisl 
he  communicated  to  General  Lee.  in  presenoi 
of  his  ofBcei-s,  ordering  him  to  oi.ikc  dispMittciiia 


in  his  rear, 
advance,  and 
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for  the  attack,  keeping  !iis  troops  lyiug  ou  Uieir 
arms,  rea<ly  for  itction  ou  the  shortest  notice  ;  it 
disposition  lie  iutcndeil  to  observe  mth  liia  own 
troopg.  This  done,  he  rode  luick  lo  the  maiu 
body. 

Apprehensive  that  Sir  Henry  might  decamp 
in  the  night,  Wnshiiigtou  aeut  orders  to  Lee  be- 
fore niiduight,  to  detitch  six  or  seven  hundred 
men  lo  He  oenr  the  enemy,  watch  and  give  notice 
of  their  movemenrs,  and  hold  [hem  iu  check  when 
on  the  march,  until  the  rest  of  the  troops  could 
come  up.  General  Dickinson  was  cliarged  by 
Lee  with  this  duty.  Morgan  was  likewise  sta- 
tioned with  his  corps  to  be  ready  for  Bkirmi>h- 
ing. 

Early  in  the  morning,  Waslungton  received  au 
express  from  Dickinson,  informing  him  that  the 
enemy  were  in  motion.  He  inslAutly  sent  orders 
to  Lee  to  push  forivartl  and  attack  them,  uiiless 
there  should  be  powerful  reasons  to  the  conti'ary, 
adiling,  that  ho  was  coming  on  to  support  him. 
For  that  purpose  he  immediately  set  forward 
with  his  own  troops,  ordering  ihem  to  throw  by 
their  knapsacks  and  blankets. 

Knypliausen,  with  the  British  van-guard,  bad 
begun  about  daybreak  to  descend  iuto  the  valley 
between  Monmouth  Court-house  and  IMiddle- 
town.  To  give  llie  long  train  of  wagons  and 
pack-horses  time  to  get  well  on  the  way,  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  with  his  choice  troops  remained 
in  camp  on  the  lieights  of  Freehold,  until  eight 
o'clock,  wbeii  ho  likewise  resumed  tlie  line  of 
march  toward  Middlelown. 
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Id  the  meaii  time  Lee,  on  hearing  of  tlie  earljr 
movement  of  the  enemy,  had  advanced  with  the 
hrigadeij  of  Wayne  iuid  Maxwell,  to  Gupport  the 
tiglit  troops  engaged  in  skiiinishing.  Tlie  diffi- 
culty of  reconnoitering  a  country  cut  up  by  woods 
and  morasses,  and  the  perplexity  occasioned  by 
coatra<lii!tory  reports,  embarrassed  hia  movemenU. 
Being  Joined  by  Lafayette  with  the  main  body  of 
the  advance,  he  had  now  about  four  thousand  meii 
at  hia  command,  indepenileut  of  those  under  Mor- 
gan and  General  Dickhigon.  Arriving  ou  Uie 
heighli  of  Freeliold,  and  riding  forward  with 
General  Wayne  to  an  open  place  to  reconnoiter, 
Lee  caught  sight  of  a  force  under  march,  but 
partly  hidden  from  \-iew  by  iuiervening  woods. 
Supiwsing  it  to  be  a  mere  covering  party  of  about 
two  thousand  men,  he  detached  Wayne  with 
seven  hundred  men  and  two  pieces  of  arlillery, 
to  skirmish  in  its  rear  and  hold  it  in  check ;  while 
he,  with  the  rest  of  hie  force,  taking  a  shorter 
road  through  the  woods,  would  get  in  front  of  it, 
and  cut  it  off  from  the  main  body.  He  at  the 
same  time  sent  a  massage  to  Washington,  appris- 
ing him  of  this  movement  and  of  his  certainty  of 


Washington  iu  the  mean  time  was  on  his 
march  with  the  main  body,  to  support  the  ad- 
vance, as  he  had  proniisdl.  The  booming  of 
cannon  at  a  distance  indicated  that  the  attaclc  so 
much  desired  had  commenced,  and  caused  him 
to  quicken  his  march.  Arrived  near  Freehold 
church,  where  the  road  forked,  he  detached 
■  E'ridenn  uf  Dr.  UcBeniy  on  the  Court  MutJil. 
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Greene  with  part  of  hia  forces  to  the  right,  to 
flank  the  enemy  in  the  rear  ol'  Moumouth  Court- 
house, while  he,  with  tlie  rest  of  the  column, 
would  press  forward  hy  the  other  road. 

Washington  had  alighted  while  giving  ihe«o 
directions,  and  was  slauding  with  his  iirni  thrown 
over  his  horse,  when  a  countryman  rode  up 
and  aaiA  the  contineiiial  troops  were  retreating. 
Washington  was  provoked  at  what  he  considereJ 
a  falie  alarm.  The  man  pointed,  as  his  authority, 
to  au  American  filer  who  Just  then  came  up  in 
breathless  affrigbL  The  (ifer  wob  ordered  into 
cuatcMly  to  prevent  his  spreading  an  atarm  among 
the  troops  who  were  advaneuig.  Bud  wiis  threat- 
ened with  a  flogging  should  he  repeat  the  story. 

Springing  on  his  horse,  Washington  hud  moved 
forward  but  a  short  distance  when  he  met  other 
fiigitives,  one  in  the  garb  of  a  soldier,  who  all 
concurred  in  the  report.  He  now  sent  forward 
colonels  Fitzgerald  and  Hariison,  lo  learn  the 
trath,  while  ho  himself  spurred  post  Freehold 
meeting' house.  Between  that  edifice  and  the 
morass  beyond  it,  he  met  Grayson's  and  Fatton'e 
regiments  in  most  disonlerly  retreat,  ja«Ied  with 
heat  and  Sitigoe.  Riding  up  to  the  oHicer  iit 
their  head,  Washuigton  demanded  whether  tlie 
whole  advanced  eor|»  were  retreating.  The  of- 
ficer believed  they  were. 

It  seemed  incredible.  There  had  been  Hcnrce 
any  firing  —  WushingloQ  had  received  no  notice 
of  the  retreat  from  Lee.  He  wua  still  alrnnet  in- 
clined lo  doubt,  when  the  heads  of  several  col* 
nmiu  of  the  advance  began  lo  appear.     It  wai 
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10  evident  —  tbe  m 
n  the  n 


a  Tnlling  bnck 


ti  body,  and  no  notice  bad  beeo  givett 
lo  him.  One  of  tbe  first  officers  tliat  came  up 
WAS  Colonel  Shreve,  at  the  bead  of  bia  regiment ; 
Wtubiugton,  greatly  surprised  and  nlanneil,  askeil 
tbe  meaning  of  ibis  retreat.  Tbe  colonel  amtled 
significanlly  —  lie  did  not  know  —  be  had  re- 
treated by  order.  There  bad  been  no  Rghtiiig 
excepting  a  slight  skirmish  with  the  enemy's  cav- 
alry, which  bad  been  repuleed. 

A  suspiuiou  flashed  across  Washington's  mind, 
of  wrong-headed  conduct  on  the  part  of  Lee,  lo 
mar  the  plan  of  attack  adopted  contrary  to  bis 
counsels.  Ordering  Colonel  Sbreve  to  march  his 
men  over  the  moraes,  bait  them  on  the  hill  be- 
yond and  refresh  tbein,  he  galloped  forward  lo 
stop  the  retreat  of  the  rest  of  tbe  advance,  his  in- 
dignation kindling  as  he  rode.  At  the  rear  of  the 
regiment  he  met  Miijor  Howard ;  he,  loo,  conid 
give  no  reason  for  the  retreat,  but  seemed  pro- 
voked at  it — declaring  that  lie  bad  never  seen 
tbe  like.  Another  officer  exclaimed  with  aii  oath 
that  they  were  flying  from  a  shadow. 

Arriving  at  a  rising  ground,  Washington  be- 
held Lee  approaching  with  the  residue  of  his  com- 
mand in  full  red-eat.  By  this  time  he  was  thor- 
oughly exasperated. 

"  What  is  tlie  meaning  of  all  this,  air  ? "  de- 
manded he,  in  the  8terueat  and  even  fiercest  tone, 
lis  Lee  rode  up  to  him. 

Lee  for  a  moment  was  disconcerted,  and  hesi- 
tated in  makiug  a  reply,  for  Wivhingion's  aspect, 
according  to  Lafajelle,  was  terrible. 
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*•  I  desire  lo  know  the  meaning  of  tliis  dJBorder 
nnd  coTifuBioEJ,"  was  ngata  dcioanded  Btill  more 
vcliemenily. 

Lee,  etung  hy  the  maoiier  more  tiiEin  the  words 
of  the  dematid,  made  au  tingry  reply,  and  provoked 
still  sharper  expreBsioiiP,  whicli  have  been  vari- 
ously reported.  He  allempted  a  hurried  espla- 
'"s  tnxipa  had  been  thrown  into  confu- 
sion by  conirikdictory  iotelliguiice  ;  by  diaobedieuce 
of  ordera ;  by  the  meddling  and  blundering  of  in- 
dividuals ;  and  he  had  not  fell  dispose*),  he  Miid, 
to  beard  the  whole  British  army  with  troops  in 

"  I  have  certain  informal  ion,"  rejoined  Wash- 
ington, "  that  it  was  merely  a  strong  covering 
parly." 

"  That  may  he,  but  it  was  stronger  than  mine, 
and  I  did  not  think  proper  lo  run  suuh  a  risk." 

"  I  am  very  sorry,"  replied  Wsahiiigton,  "  that 
you  undertook  t)ie  command,  uu[e»s  you  mennt 
"  t  the  enemy." 

"  I  did  not  lliink  it  prudent  to  bring  on  a  gen- 
eral engagement.'' 

""'  r  your  opinion  may  have  been,"  re- 

plied  Washington,   disdainfully,  "  I  expected   my 
orders  would  have  been  obeyed." 

This  bU  passed  rapidly,  and,  as,  it  were,  in 
hashes,  for  there  was  no  time  for  parley.  The 
wilbin  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  march. 
WuHhiugtou's  appearance  ha<l  sloppeil  the  relrent. 
The  forlunes  of  the  day  were  lo  be  retrieved,  if 
possible,  by  instant  arrangements.  These  he  pro- 
ceeded lo  make  with  great  celerity.     The  place 
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was  favorable  for  a  slatid  ;  it  was  a  rising  ground, 
to  wbich  the  enemy  could  approach  only  over  a 
imrraiv  crtuseway.  The  nilljeit  Iroops  wore  hastily 
fdrmeil  upon  this  eminence.  Colonels  Stewart 
and  Riimsey,  with  two  ballcries.  were  stationeil 
iji  a  covei'C  of  woods  on  their  lefl,  lo  protect  them 
and  keep  the  enemy  at  bay.  Colouel  Oswald  w»w 
posted  for  the  same  purpow  on  a  height,  with 
two  fie  Id -pieces.  The  prutnptness  with  which 
everything  was  done  showed  the  effeula  of  the 
BaroD  SieubeD'B  discipline. 

In  liie  interim,  Lee,  being  asked  about  tlie  dia- 
poeitiuii  of  some  of  the  troops,  replied  tliHt  lie 
could  give  no  orders  in  the  matter,  as  he  sup- 
posed Gieneral  Washington  intended  he  should 
have  no  furtlier  command. 

Shortly  after  this,  Wwhinglon,  having  made 
all  his  ari'angemeiits  with  great  dispatch  but  ad- 
mirable clearness  and  precision,  rode  back  to  L«e 
ID  calmer  mood,  and  inquired,  "  Will  you  retain 
the  command  on  this  height  o 
I  will  retur^to  the  main  body,  a 
on  the  next  height." 

"  It  is  equal  to  me  where  I  c 
Lee. 


>t?  if  you  will, 
ind  have  it  (armed 


id,"  replied 


"  I  expect  you  will  take  proper  means  (or 
checking  the  enemy,"  rejoined  Waaliingion. 

"  Yonr  orders  shall  be  obeyed  ;  and  I  s^hall  not 
be  the  first  lo  leave  the  grouud,"  wa?  the  reply. 

A  warm  cannonade  by  Oswald,  Stewart,  and 
Bikmaey,  hod  the  desired  effect.  The  etiemy  were 
brought  to  a  stand,  and  Washington  Imd  lime  lo 
gallop  back  and  bring  on  the  mnin  bo<ly.     This 
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he  Tormed  on  nn  eminence,  wilh  b  wooi]  in  llie 
rear  nnd  the  iiiorass  in  frotiL  The  \e(l  wing  was 
commnDdeil  by  Lord  StiHluK.  who  Imd  wilh  him 
n  detachment  of  nrlillerj'  and  aefeml  field-pieces. 
General  Greeue  wa»  on  hia  right. 

Lee  had  maintahied  his  wlvanced  pobilinti  with 
great  spirit,  bnt  was  at  length  obliged  Lo  retire. 
He  brought  off  his  troops  in  gooil  order  across  a 
causeway  which  Iraversed  the  morsiaa  iu  front  of 
Lord  Stirling.  Ab  he  hod  promised,  he  was  (lio 
Inst  lo  leave  the  ground.  Having  formed  hid 
men  in  a  line,  bey<Hid  the  morass,  he  rodu  up  to 
Washington.  ''  Here,  sir,  are  mj  troopv,"  said 
he;  how  is  it  jour  pleasure  I  sliould  dispose  of 
them  ?  "  Washington  *aw  thst  the  poor  ffllows 
were  exhausted  by  marching,  counter-marching, 
hard  fighting,  and  the  intolerable  heat  of  tbe 
weather :  he  ordered  Lee,  therefore,  to  repair 
with  them  lo  ifae  rear  of  Engli»hloiro.  and  as- 
semble there  all  the  scattered  fugilirea  be  mi^it 
meet  with. 

The  batteries  under  the  directioo  of  Lord  Stir- 
ling opened  a  brisk  and  well-sastained  fire  upon 
the  enemy ;  who,  finding  ibenwelTes  wamly  of>- 
poeed  in  front,  attempted  to  tnni  the  left  Sank  of 
the  Americans,  but  were  driven  back  by  detadied 
parties  uf  infantry  ■talionod  there.  Tbey  that 
attempted  the  ri^;  bnl  berc  were  met  by  Gc»- 
eral  Greene,  who  had  ^aalcd  his  KtHSierj  tmier 
Kuox.  on  a  cotuammilmif  gnond,  aod  mM  omlj 
riKtfkfd  ilKm  but  i  nlltiic  J  iboae  wtio  wefv  in 
front  of  Uk  ]tA  wing.  Wayne  kn,  willi  wn  ad- 
1  party  famaS   in  an  onimri,  ami  fmiiiy 
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sheltered  by  a  ham,  kept  up  u  severe  aiid  well- 
directed  fire  upon  the  enemy's  cetilre.  Repeated 
attempts  were  mnde  to  dislodge  him,  but  in  vain. 
Colunel  KIoDckloa  of  the  royal  greuadtere,  wtio 
liBi)  distinguished  himeelf  aud  been  wounded  in 
the  battle  of  Long  Island,  now  undertook  to  drive 
Wayne  from  his  post  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 
Having  made  a  brief  harangue  to  his  rnen.  he  led 
thein  on  in  column.  Wayne's  men  reserved  thdr 
fire,  until  Culouel  Moncklon,  waving  hia  sword, 
called  out  to  his  grenadiers  to  charge.  At  that 
instant  a  sheeted  volley  laid  htm  low,  and  made 
great  slaughter  in  his  column,  which  was  again 
repulsed. 

The  enemy  at  length  gave  way,  and  fell  back 
to  the  ground  which  Lee  had  occnpied  in  the 
morning.  Here  their  flanks  were  secured  by 
woods  and  morasses,  and  their  front  could  only 
be  approached  across  a  narrow  causeway. 

Not  h  with  standing  the  difficulties  of  the  posi- 
tion, Washington  prepared  to  attack  it;  ordering 
Genera!  Poor  with  his  own  and  the  Carolina  brig- 
ade, to  move  round  upou  their  right,  and  Gen- 
eral Woodford  on  their  Ml;  while  the  artillery 
Bhould  gall  them  in  front.  Before  these  orders 
could  be  carried  into  effect  the  day  was  at  an  end. 
Many  of  the  soldiers  had  sunk  upon  the  ground, 
overcome  by  fatigue  and  the  heat  of  the  weather; 
nil  needed  repose.  The  troops,  therefore,  whieli 
had  been  in  the  advance,  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
their  arms  on  the  ground  they  occupied,  so  as  to 
be  ready  to  make  the  attuek  by  daybreak.  The 
main  army  did  the  same,  on  the  field  of  action,  to 
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be  al  hand  lo  support  them.  Washington  lay  on 
his  cloak  at  the  foot  of  n  \re^,  with  Lafuyelte  be- 
side liitn,  talking  over  the  strange  conduct  of  Lee ; 
whoee  disorderly  retretLt  had  come  so  near  being 
fatal  to  the  army. 

It  was  indeed  a  mailer  of  general  perplexity, 
lo  which  the  wayward  cbarncter  of  I^ee  grt'uily 
coatribiiled.  Some  who  recollected  his  previous 
opposition  lo  all  plan  of  attack,  fllmost  suspected 
him  of  willfully  aiming  to  procure  a  defeat.  It 
would  appear,  however,  that  he  had  been  really 
surprised  and  thrown  into  coiifuBiou  by  a  move 
of  Sir  Henry  Cliulon,  who,  seeing  the  force  under 
Lee  descending  on  his  rear  from  Freehold  heights, 
had  suddenly  turned  upon  i(,  aided  by  troops  from 
Knypliausen's  divisiou,  to  oblige  it  to  call  lo  its 
aaaislance  the  flanking  parlies  under  Morgan  and 
Dickinson,  which  were  threatening  his  baggage 
train.  So  that  Lee,  instead  of  a  mere  covering 
parly  which  he  had  expected  to  cut  off,  had  found 
himself  front  lo  front  with  ihe  whole  rear  division 
of  the  British  army;  and  that  ton,  on  unfavor- 
able  ground,  with  a  deep  rnvine   and  a  moi*ass   in 

He  endeavored  lo  form  his  troops  for  action. 
Oswald's  artillery  began  to  phiy-  and  there  was 
some  skirmishing  with  the  enemy's  light  horse,  in 
which  ihey  were  repulsed.  But  mislakes  oc- 
curred ;  orders  were  misunderstood  ;  one  corps 
aller  another  fell  back,  until  the  whole  retreated, 
t  a  struggle,  before  an  inferior  force. 
Lee,  himself,  seemed  to  partake  of  the  confusion ; 
takiug  no  pains  lo  check  the  retrograde   move- 
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ment,  uor  \a  seud  uoii;«  of  it  to  the  main  body 
upon  wliitli  they  were  lo  fitll  bnck. 

What  opinions  WiLsliington  guve  on  the  sub- 
ject, iu  tlie  couriu!  of  hid  coiiversatioo  witli  tlie 
mai'quis,  the  Intter  does  not  tell  us  ;  aller  it  woa 
etidud,  he  wrapped  himaelf  in  his  cloak,  and  slept 
Bt  the  foot  of  the  tree,  among  hb  soldiers. 

At  dajbreuk  the  drums  beat  [he  reveille.  The 
troups  roused  iheraselves  from  their  heavy  sleep, 
and  prepared  for  action.  To  their  surprise,  Ihe 
enemy  had  disappeared:  there  was  a  deserted 
cump,  iu  which  wepe  found  four  olUcers  and  about 
liirty  privates,  loo  ai^vertly  wounded  to  he  con- 
veyed away  by  the  rulreatiog  army.  Sir  Henry- 
Clinton,  it  appeared,  had  allowed  his  wearied 
troops  but  short  repose  on  the  preceding  night. 
At  ten  o'cloek,  when  the  American  forces  were 
buried  iu  their  Grst  sleep,  be  had  set  forward  to 
joiu  the  division  under  Knyphausen,  whicli,  with 
the  baggage  train,  having  pushed  on  during  the 
action,  was  far  ou  the  road  to  Middtvtown.  So 
silent  hod  been  bis  retreat,  that  it  was  unheard 
by  General  Poor's  advance  party,  which  lay  near 
by. 

The  distance  to  which  the  enemy  mast  by 
thb  time  have  attained,  the  extreme  heat  of  [he 
weailier,  and  tlie  fatigued  condition  of  the  troops, 
deterred  WasbiugtoD  from  conlinuing  a  pursuit 
through  a  ouuntry  where  the  roods  were  deep  tiiid 
sandy,  and  there  wan  great  scarcity  of  water, 
Desid(»,  persons  well  acquainted  with  the  couutry 
uesui'ud  him  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  annoy 
the  enemy  in  their  embarkaUou,  as  be  must  ap> 
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proach  Ihe  place  bj  a  nnrrow  passage,  capable  of 
being  <lefeii(j«il  by  a  few  mi.-M  ngiiJiisC  liia  wholt; 
force.  Delaehiny  General  Mnxwell's  brigade  ami 
Morgan'^  ritle  corps,  liierelbre,  la  hang  on  iht; 
rear  of  ilie  enemy,  prevent  depredation  and  en- 
courage (kHertioiis,  he  deturmined  to  shape  his 
course  witli  his  main  body  by  Brunswick  toward 
tlie  Hn'lson,  lesl  Sir  Henry  sliouH  have  any  de- 
sign upon  the  posts  there. 

'XTie  American  losfl  in  llie  recent  battle  was 
eight  officers  and  sixty-one  privates  killed,  ntid 
about  one  hundred  and  sixty  wounded.  Among 
the  slaih  were  Lien  ten  ant-colon  el  Bonner  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Major  Dickinson  of  Virgirn'a,  both 
greatly  regretted. 

The  officers  who  had  charge  of  the  burying 
parlies  reported  that  they  fonnd  two  hundred  and 
forty-five  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates, 
and  four  officera  lefi  dead  by  Ihe  enemy  on  the 
field  of  battle.  There  were  fresli  graves  in  the 
viciuity  also,  into  which  tiie  enemy  had  hurried 
iheir  slain  before  retreating.  The  number  of 
prisoners,  including  those  found  wounded,  was 
Upwards  of  one  hundred. 

Some  of  the  troops  on  both  sides  had  perished 
in  the  morass,  some  were  found  on  the  border  of 
a  stream  which  ran  through  it  among  alder  bushes, 
whither,  overcome  by  heat,  fatigue,  and  thirst,  they 
had  crawled  to  drink  and  die. 

Among  the  gallant  slain  of  the  enemy  was 
Colonel  Slonckton.  who  fell  so  bravely  when  lead- 
ing on  bis  grenadiers.  His  remains  were  interred 
in   the   burial-ground  of  the  Freehold    meetiug- 
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bouse,  upon  a  stoue  of  which  edilicti  his  name  >b 
rudely  cul.' 

Alter  giving  his  troopa  a  day'a  repuse  Wash- 
ington diacaniped  on  thu  30lh.  Hb  march  lay 
ihroiigh  a  country  tlestiCute  of  water,  with  deep, 
aaudy  roads  wearying  lo  the  feel,  and  reflecting 
llie  iulolerahle  heut  and  glnre  of  a  July  sun. 
Many  of  llie  troops,  harassed  hy  previous  fatigue, 
gave  onl  by  the  way.  Some  few  died,  and  a 
number  of  horses  were  likewise  lost.  Washing- 
ton, ever  considerate  of  the  health  and  comfort 
of  hia  nieu,  encamped  near  Brunswick  on  open, 
uiry  grounds,  and  gave  them  lime  lo  repose ; 
while  Lieutenant-colonel  Aaron  Burr,  at  thai  time 
a  young  and  enterprbing  officer,  was  sent  on  a 
reconnoilering  expedition,  to  learn  the  movements 
and  intentions  of  the  enemy.  He  was  author- 
ized to  dispatch  trusty  persons  into  New  York  to 
make  observations,  collect  reports,  and  get  news- 
papers. Others  were  lo  be  sent  lo  tlie  heights 
of  Bergen,  Weebawk,  and  Hobokeu,  which  com- 
mand a  view  of  the  bay  and  river,  to  observe  the 
situation  of  the  enemy's  Ibrces,  and  note  whether 
any  movement  among  the  shipping  gave  signs  oT 
an  expedition  up  the  Iludaon ;  the  immediate  object 
of  solicitude. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  with  the  royal  army  bad 
arrived  at  the  Highlands  of  Navesiuk,  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Sandy  Hook,  on  the  30lh  of 
June.  He  had  lost  many  men  by  desertion,  Hes- 
sians especially,  during  his  march  through  the 
Jerseys,  wbieb,  with  his  losses  by  killed,  wounded, 
and  captured,  hud  diminished  his  army  more  than 
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Iwo  thoiTsnnd  men.  The  storms  of  tlie  preced- 
ing wiiiler  had  cut  off  llie  peniiisLila  of  Sniidy 
Hook  from  the  main  land,  and  formed  a  ik-ep 
chaanel  between  them.  Foriiiiiniely  the  squad- 
ron of  Loi-d  Howe  had  arrived  the  day  before, 
and  was  at  anchor  withiu  the  Hook.  A  bridge 
was  immediately  mnde  acroas  the  channel  with 
the  boats  of  Ihe  ship,  over  which  Ihe  army 
passed  to  (he  Hook  on  the  5th  of  July,  and  ihetiL-e 
was  dbtribuled. 

It  was  now  encamped  in  three  divisions  on 
Staten  Island,  Long  Island,  and  the  island  of  New 
York :  apparently  witliout  any  immediate  design  of 
ofiensive  operations.  There  was  a  vigorous  press 
in  ^New  York  to  man  the  large  ships  and  fit  them 
for  BBS,  but  this  was  in  corisoqueuce  of  a  report 
that  a  French  fleet  had  arrived  ou  the  coast. 

Relieved  by  tliis  inliilli^enee  from  all  appre- 
bensiotis  of  an  ex[iedition  by  the  etiemy  np  tlie 
Hudson,  Wastiingtoii  relaxed  the  speed  of  his 
movements,  and  haJtiftd  for  a  few  days  at  Para- 
mns,  sparing  his  troops  as  much  as  possible  dar- 
ing tlie  extreme  summer  beats. 


CHAPTER    XXXV. 


(I  Wiuki»g[»n  n'Ulive  to  lliB 
Munmoulh.  —  Lee  lalu  n  Trial  b;  Courl-iiuutiaL 
ibaequBDl  UUtocjr. 


-Tim  Venlicl.— 


lAVING  brought  the  army  W  a  halt,  we 
luive  time  to  notice  a  correspondence 
liftwi'en  General  Lee  and  WjohingWn 
iiiiiui'iliiiU.-ly  subseqiieiit  to  llie  affiiir  of  Mon- 
mouth. Tbe  pride  of  the  geoeral  had  beeu  deeply 
wouDtlod  by  the  rebuke  he  had  received  on  the 
field  of  battle.  On  t]ie  following  day  (June  29th} 
he  addre»ised  a  tiol«  U)  WashingtoQ  on  the  eub- 
jecL  By  mialake  it  w»s  dated  July  lat.  *■  From 
the  knowledge  I  have  of  your  Excellency's  cliar- 
aeter "  wriles  he,  "  I  must  conclude  that  nothing 
but  the  misinformation  of  some  very  stupid,  or 
misrepresentation  of  some  very  wioked  person, 
could  have  occaaioned  your  making  use  of  so  very 
singular  oxpressiona  as  you  did  on  my  coming 
up  to  the  ground  where  you  had  taken  post. 
They  implied  that  I  was  guilty  either  of  disobe- 
dience of  orders,  want  of  conduct,  or  wont  of  cour- 
age. Your  Excellency  will  therefore  luliaitely 
oblige  me  by  letting  me  know  on  which  of  these 
three  articles  you  ground  your  charge.  I  ever 
had,  and  hope  ever  shall  have,  the  greatest  respect 
r  General  Washington.     I  think 
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him  eoilowed  with  many  great  and  good  quali' 
lies  I  but  in  this  instance,  I  must  pronciuiiue  that 
he  hns  been  guilty  of  an  act  of  cruel  injustice 
towanls  a  mun,  who  certainly  has  some  pretea- 
Bions  10  the  regard  oF  every  aeryant  of  thia  coun- 
try. And  I  thiuk,  sir,  I  have  a  right  to  demand 
,  some  reparatiou  for  the  injury  committed ;  and, 
unless  I  can  obtain  it,  I  must  in  justice  to  my- 
self,  when  this  campaign  is  closed,  which  I  believe 
will  cloae  the  war,  retire  from  the  service  at  the 
head  of  which  is  placed  a  man  capable  of  offer- 
ing such  injuries.  But  at  the  sitme  time,  in  jus- 
tice CO  you,  I  must  repeat  that  I  from  my  soul  be- 
lieve that  it  is  not  a  motion  of  your  own  breast, 
but  instigated  by  some  of  thofe  dirty  earwigs,  who 
will  forever  insinuate  themselves  near  persons 
high  in  office :  for  1  really  am  convinced  tliat  when 
Gieneral  Washington  acts  from  himself,  no  man 
in  his  army  will  have  reason  to  complain  of  in- 
justice or  indecorum." 

The  following  was  Washington's  reply  :  — 

"  SiK,  —  I  received  your  letter  (dated  ihrougU 
mistake  the  1st  of  July),  expressed  as 
in  terms  highly  improper.  I  am  not  o 
making  use  of  any  very  singular 
the  lime  of  meeting  you,  as  you  intimate.  What 
I  recollect  to  have  said  was  dictated  by  duty  and 
warranted  by  the  occueion.  As  soon  as  circum- 
stances will  permit,  you  shall  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  justifying  yourself  to  the  army,  to  Con- 
gress, to  America,  and  to  the  world  in  general ; 
or  of  convindng  them  that  you  were  guilty  of  a 
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breach  of  onlera,  niiil  of  misbehavior  before  th« 
enoiny  on  the  '28(h  instant,  in  not  ttllacking  theot 
as  you  had  been  directed,  aoid  in  making  au  un- 
necessary, disorderly,  aud    shameful    retreat.     I 

To  this  Lee  rejoined,  in  a  note,  misdated  28tli 
June.  "  Sir,  you  cannot  alford  me  greater  pleag- 
ure  ihan  in  giving  me  the  opportunity  of  showing 
to  America  the  sufficiency  of  her  res[>eclive  BeP- 
vonts.  I  trust  that  temporary  power  of  office, 
and  the  tinsel  dignity  attending  it,  will  not  be 
able,  by  all  the  misls  tliey  can  raise,  to  o&uscate 
the  bright  rays  of  truth.  In  the  mean  time,  your 
Exi^lJeucy  cau  have  no  objectioti  lo  my  retiring 
from  the  army,"  etc. 

Shortly  after  dispattilutig  this  note,  Lee  ad- 
dressed another  to  Washington.  "  I  Lave  re- 
flected on  both  your  aituatJon  and  mine,"  wrilei 
lie,  "  and  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  it  will  be  fiw 
our  mutual  convenience  that  a  court  of  inquiry' 
should  be  immediately  ordered :  but  I  could  wi^ 
that  it  might  be  a  court-martial ;  for.  if  the  tiffait 
is  drawn  into  length,  it  may  be  difiicult  to  collect 
^e  necessary  evidences,  and  perhaps  might  bring,' 
on  a  paper  war  betwixt  the  adherents  to  bothi 
parties,  which  may  occasion  some  disagreeable 
feuds  on  the  continent ;  for  all  are  not  my  friendt| 
nor  all  your  admirers.  I  must  entreat,  therefore^ 
from  your  love  of  justice,  that  you  will  inuaed^ 
utely  eshihit  your  charge,  and  that  on  the  firat 
halt  I  m:iy  be  brought  to  a  trial." 

Washington  in  reply  acknowledged  the  receipt 
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,  of  the  two  lust  notes,  and  added,  "  1  have  sent 
Colonel  Scamruel  and  the  ailjiitant-genurni,  Xo  put 
L  you  under  arreat,  who  will  deliver  yon  a  Copy  of 
I  fhe  charges  on  which  yon  will  be  tried." 
The  following  were  the  clinrges. 
IsL  DiBobeilience  of  orders,  in  not  allaclcing  the 
L  Anemy  on  the  28th  Juue,  agreeably  to  repealed  iii- 
I  atnictions. 

.  Misbehavior  before  the  enemy  on  the  same 
[  day,  by  making  an  nnnecessary,  disorderly,  and 
[  diameful  retreat. 

3d.  Disrespect  to  the  eoiDmantlur-ia-chief  in 
L  two  letters,  dated  the  1st  of  July,  and  the  28th 
[  of  Jane. 

A  courl-martial  waa  accordingly  funnttd  on  the 
\ih  of  July,  at  Brunswick,  the  first  lialuug  place. 
,t  was  composed  of  one  m.ijor-gfneral,  four  brig- 
adiers, and  eight  colonels,  with  Lord  Stirling  n* 
president.  It  moved  with  the  army,  and  can- 
rened  Bobsequently  at  Paramus,  Pcelukill,  atul 
Nofthcastle,  the  trial  lasting  uutjl  ihe  12th  of 
August.  From  the  time  it  commenced,  Wa»h- 
iDgtoD  never  menlioDod  Lee'«  nanic'  when  hi; 
oonld  aroid  it,  and  when  he  ooiikl  not,  h«  nwu- 
tianed  it  without  the  emalleat  dcgruc  of  scri- 
mooy  or  disreapect. 

Lee,  on  the  contrary,  todulged  hi*  oatimJ 
itritabOitf  of  temper  sod  diar[Mieat  of  longna. 
Wbca  pot  on  hi*  gnard  aguoM  *ay  iniMnpcrst* 
iwUnp  spiiMt  Wadragton,  a*  ralCTttah»1  lo  iif 
JBre  Ida  caoae,  be  ^mrtwil  A  the  adriee,  "  No 
I  be  nade  on  Ocneral  Wm1»- 
1  iccoil  oa  cfae  aaHflMC.     I 
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never  enterUuned  the  moat  distAtit  wish  or  in- 
teotion  of  attacking  General  Washington, 
have  ev6r  IiouoreiJ  and  respectal  him  as  a  hiaq 
and  a  ddzeo ;  but  if  the  circle  which  surrounds 
him  chooses  to  erect  him  into  an  infallible  dlvin- 
ity.  I  shall  certainly  prove  a  heretic ;  and  if,  great 
as  he  is,  he  can  atttimpt  wounding  everytluug  I 
ought  to  hold  dear,  he  must  thank  liis  |irie«ts  if 
his  deityship  gets  scratched  in  the  scuffle."  • 

In  the  repeated  sessions  of  the  court-martial 
and  the  long  examtoatione  nhich  >ook  place,  many 
of  Uie  unfevorahle  impressions  first  received,  con- 
cerning the  conduct  and  motives  of  Lee,  were 
softened.  Some  of  the  officers  in  his  detacb- 
ment,  who  had  made  accusadone  against  him  to 
the  comnuuider-in-chief  previous  to  Uie  trial,  e 
pociully  generals  Wayne  and  Scott,  were  found 
not  to  have  understood  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  in  which  he  was  placed  in  his  encounter 
with  the  rear  division  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and 
that  that  division  ha<1  been  largely  reinforced  \tj 
troops  from  General  Knvphausen. 

Lee  defended  himself  with  ability.  He  cm 
tended  that  after  the  troops  had  commenced  I 
fall  back,  in  consequence  of  a  retrograde  moT»- 
went  of  General  Scott,  he  had  inteiHled  to  ft 
them  on  the  first  advantageous  ground  he  oould 
find,  and  that  none  such  presented  it?elf  until  be 
reached  the  place  where  he  met  Genera]  Wasb- 
inglou :  on  which  very  place  he  hod  intended  to 
make  battle. 

He  denied  that  in  the  whole  course  of  the  day 
he  had  uttered  the  woid  relreaL     Bat  this  re- 
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treat,  said  he,  ihougli  necessary,  was  brought 
about  contrary  to  my  orders,  contrary  to  my 
intentioti ;  and,  if  auything  can  deduct  from  my 
credit,  it  is,  that  I  did  not  order  a  retreat  whidi 
was  so  necessary.^ 

Judge  Marshall  observes  of  the  Tariety  of 
reasons  giveu  by  Lee,  in  justification  of  iiia  re- 
treat, "  il'  they  do  not  absolutely  establish  iU 
propriety,  they  give  it  so  questionable  a  form, 
as  to  reuiler  it  probable  tbat  a  public  exami- 
nation never  would  have  taken  place,  could  his 
proud  spirit  have  stooped  to  offer  esplnuatiou 
instead  of  outrage  to  the  commander-ini chief." 

The  result  of  the  prolonged  and  tedious  in- 
▼esligation  was  that  he  was  found  guilty  of  all 
the  charges  eiibibiUtd  against  him;  the  second 
charge,  liowever,  was  softened  by  omittiug  the 
word  shameful,  and  convicting  liim  of  making  an 
"  nnnecessary  and  in  some  instances  a  disonlerly 
retreat."  He  was  sentenced  to  be  suspended 
from  all  command  for  one  year:  the  sentence  to 
be  approved  or  set  aside  by  Congress. 

We  must  again  apticipate  dates,  lo  dispose 
briefly  of  the  career  of  General  Lee.  who  is 
not  connected  with  subsequent  events  of  the  Rev- 
olu^on.  Congress  were  more  ihau  three  months 
.in  coming  to  a  decifiou  on  the  proceedings  of  the 
court-marlial.  As  the  House  always  sat  with 
closed  doors,  the  debates  on  the  subject  are  un- 
known, hut  are  said  to  have  been  warm.  Lee 
urged  for  speedy  action,  and  regretted  tbat  the 
people  at  large  could  not  be  admitted  to  form  an 
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audieuce,  wlieu  tlit^  discussion  was  entered  inlo  of 
the  justice  or  iniquity,  wisdom  or  itbsardity  of 
die  senteuce  timt  biid  been  passed  upou  turn. 
At  lengtJi,  on  tlie  fitli  of  December,  the  sent«uoe 
was  approved  in  a  very  thin  session  of  CongresB, 
BFteen  members  votiug  in  tbe  affirmative  and 
seven  iu  the  negative. 

From  that  dme  Lee  was  unmeasured  in  his 
abuse  of  WasUinglon,  and  bis  reprobation  of  tlie 
courtmurtial,  which  he  termed  a  "  court  of  in- 
quisition." He  published  a  long  article  in  ihe 
newspapers  relative  to  the  trial  and  to  the  ofTair 
at  Monmouth,  calculated  Co  injure  Wasbiugtoo- 
''  I  have  neitlier  the  leisure  nor  inclination,"  ob- 
Berves  the  latlar,  "  to  enter  the  lists  with  him  in 
a  newspaper ;  and  so  tar  as  his  production  points 
to  ^lersonality,  I  can  and  do  trom  my  inmoet  bouI 
despise  it It  became  a  part  of  Gen- 
eral Lee's  plan,  from  the  moment  of  his  arrest, 
though  it  was  an  event  solicited  by  himself,  to 
have  the  world  believe  that  he  was  a  persecuted 
man,  and  party  was  at  the  bottom  of  iL  But 
however  couveuient  it  may  have  been  for  his  pur- 
puses  to  establish  this  belief,  I  defy  him,  or  his 
most  zealous  partisans,  to  adduce  a  single  mstaoce 
iu  proof  of  it,  unless  bringing  him  to  trial,  at  his 
own  request,  he  considered  iu  this  light.  I  can 
do  more  ;  I  vrill  defy  any  jwrson,  out  of  my  own 
femily,  to  say,  that  I  have  ever  mentioned  his 
name,  if  it  was  to  be  avoided ;  and  when  not, 
that  I  have  not  stodionsly  declined  expressing  oiiy 
sentiment  of  him  or  his  behavior.  How  fax  this 
conduct  accords  with  his,  let  liia  own  breast  de- 
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I  of  1m  I 
»  Icwg,  ••  no««  t*  be  wqnderrf  i 
{■bmled;  as  it  k  i  ' 
imder  wboae  immrdiilr  command  bo  cvernmdi 
has  had  the  ta^qiiiMas,  if  hapjuDcaa  can  be  ibos 
deaominaud,  vt  baasdng." ' 

Lee's  aggmdve  tangoe  al  let^th  inrolnd  bim 
in  a  qoanel  with  CoIat>«J  Laarea*,  one  of  Wash- 
iDglon*!  aideL  a  h^-qxritad  young  gemlcaaa, 
irito  felt  hiawelf  bound  to  vindicate  the  booor 
of  his  chieC  A  dnel  took  [daoe,  and  L«e  was 
wounded  in  the  side. 

Towanis  Bprinf;  he  retired  to  his  wtate  in 
Berkley  Couuty  in  \^i^inia,  "  to  leam  to  boo 
tobaccu,  wbirh,"  observer  be  with  a  sarcastia 
innnendo  at  Wa-shin^n,  **  is  the  beet  sdioot  M 
form  a  consummate  Gearro3-  This  is  a  dtsrarery 
I  have  lately  made." 

He  had  led  a  kind  of  hermit  Ufa  on  his  estate: 
doga  and  horiea  were  his  favorite  companiuns. 
His  honse  is  described  as  being  a  mere  shvll, 
destitute  of  comforts  and  cou^-euJencea.  For 
t  of  partitions  the  different  parts  were  desig- 
nated by  lines  chalked  on  the  floor.  In  one  cor- 
ner was  his  bed  :  in  another  were  his  Ixioks ;  his 
ssUdlea  and  harness  in  a  third ;  a  fourth  servwl  «■ 
a  kitchen. 

»  WiiblngtOD  10  Heed.    Spsriu,  vol.  ri.  p.  IJl. 
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"  Sir,"  said  he  to  the  vieiior,  "  ii  is  the  most 
coiiTeuieat  and  economical  establishineiil  iu  the 
world.  Tbe  lioee  of  chalk  wtiich  you  see  o[i  the 
floor,  mark  the  divisions  of  the  npartmenCs,  and  I 
can  ait  in  any  comer  and  overlook  the  whole 
without  moving  from  my  chair." 

Ill  this  retiremeut  he  solaced  his  mart!  Heat  ion 
and  resentment  by  exercising  hb  caustic  pen  in 
"  Queries  Political  and  Military,"  tateuded  to  dis- 
parage the  merits  atid  conduct  of  Washington, 
and  wliicli  were  published  in  a  Maryland  news- 
paper. Hia  alleinpts,  it  is  needless  to  say,  were 
falUcious,  and  only  recoiled  on  his  own  head. 

The  terra  of  his  suspension  had  expired,  wheu 
a  rumor  reached  bim  that  Congress  intended  to 
take  away  his  commission.  He  was  in  bodily 
pain  at  the  time  ;  his  liorses  were  at  the  door  for 
on  excursion  of  business ;  the  inlelligence  ''  rufUed 
his  temper  beyond  all  bounds."  In  his  burry  and 
heal,  without  attempting  to  ascertain  the  truth  of 
the  report,  he  scrawled  the  Ibllowing  note  to  the 
President  of  Congress :  "  Sir,  I  understand  that 
it  is  in  contemplation  of  Congress,  an  the  prihd- 
ple  of  economy,  to  strike  me  out  of  their  service. 
Congress  must  know  very  little  of  me,  if  they 
suppose  that  I  would  accept  of  their  money,  since 
the  confirmation  of  the  wicked  and  tnramous  sen- 
tence which  was  passed  upon  me.  I  am,  sir," 
etc 

This  insolent  note  occasioned  his  prompt  dis- 
missal from  the  service.  He  did  not  complain  of 
it;  but  iu  a  subsequent  and  respeciful  letter  to 
tbe  president,  explained  the  tnistakeu  information 
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which  had  produced  his  note,  nud  the  Btikte  of 
body  and  mind  in  which  it  was  wrillen,  "  But, 
eir,"  udded  he, "  I  must  entreat,  in  the  at^knowledg- 
ing  of  the  impropriety  and  indecorum  of  my  con- 
duct in  this  aflitir,  it  muy  not  be  supposed  that  I 
mean  to  court  a  restoration  to  llie  rajik  1  held;  so 
far  from  il,  that  I  do  unsure  you,  had  not. the  in- 
cident falltin  out,  I  sboitld  haro  requei>ted  Con- 
gress to  accept  my  resigualiou,  as,  for  obvious 
reasous,  whilst  tlie  army  is  continued  in  its  pres- 
ent circumstances,  I  coutd  not  serve  with  safety 
and  digoily,"  etc 

Tliougb  bitter  in  hia  enmities,  Lee  had  hia 
friendship?,  and  was  warm  and  conslnut  in  them 
as  far  as  his  capricious  humors  would  allow. 
Tbere  was  notbiug  craAy  or  mean  in  his  char- 
acter, nor  do  wo  Ihiuk  he  ever  engaged  in  the 
low  intrigues  of  the  cabiil ;  but  he  was  a  disap- 
pointed and  embittered  man,  and  the  gnll  of  bit- 
terness ovei'tlowed  bis  generous  qualiiieii.  In  such 
a  discordant  state  of  feehng,  he  was  not  a  man 
for  the  sweet  solitude  of  the  country.  He  became 
weary  of  bis  Virginia  estate ;  though  in  one  of 
the  most  fertile  regions  of  the  Slienaiidoah  Val- 
ley. His  farm  was  niiainanaged  j  bia  agents  were 
unfaithful ;  he  entered  into  negotiations  to  dispose 
of  bis  property,  in  the  course  of  which  be  visited 
Pbiladelpbis.  On  arriving  there,  he  was  taken  with 
cliills,  followed  by  a  fever,  which  went  on  increas- 
ing in  violence,  and  terminated  fatjdly.  A  soldier 
even  unto  the  end,  wnrlike  scenes  mingled  with 
the  delirium  of  liis  malady.  In  his  dying  mo- 
menta he  fancied  himself  on  the  field  of  battle. 
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The  last  words  he  wil'  lieurO  Uj  utter  were, 
"  SuincI  by  me,  my  brave  grt'ciailiera ! " 

lie  le^l  a  irill  sud  testament  sirougly  marked 
by  his  peculiariiiea.  There  nre  beqneeu  to  ■&• 
tinuiEes  of  horaes,  neapoos,  aad  sums  (o  parchase 
rings  of  aSedioii ;  ample  and  gEoerous  pronsians 
for  doraealicB,  one  of  whom  he  styles  bU  "old  und 
railliful  eervant,  or  rather,  humble  friend."  His 
landed  estate  in  Berkley  was  to  be  divided  into 
three  equal  parts,  tiro  of  tliein  between  two  of 
his  former  aidcg-de-camp,  aud  the  other  third  be- 
tween two  gentlemen  to  whom  he  felt  under  ob- 
ligations. All  his  residuary  property  to  go  to  his 
siaier  Sidney  Lee  and  her  ticirs. 

Kcceutric  to  the  last,  one  cIbum  of  liis  will  re- 
gardn  \m  Bepuliure:  "I  desire  moat  earnestly  that 
I  may  not  be  buried  in  any  cliurch  or  churchyard, 
or  williin  a  mile  of  any  Presbyterian  or  Anabap- 
tist meeliiig'house ;  for,  siuce  I  have  resided  ia 
this  country,  I  hare  kept  so  much  bad  corapaoy 
while  living,  that  I  do  not  choose  to  continue  it 
when  dual]." 

This  part  of  his  will  was  not  complied  mth. 
Ho  was  buried  with  military  honors  in  the  ceme- 
tery of  Christ  church ;  aud  his  funerul  was  at- 
I4jiided  by  the  highest  civic  and  military  characlers, 
and  a  large  concourse  of  citizens. 

The  miiguAiiimity  exhibited  by  Washington  in 
regard  to  Lee  while  living,  continued  aHer  bis 
death.  lie  never  spoke  of  him  with  asperity,  but 
did  justice  to  hia  merits,  acknowledging  that  "he 
puSKCHticil  many  great  qualities." 

lu  alter  years,  there  was  a  propoaitiou  to  pub- 
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lish  the  maiinecripts  of  Gt'itcral  Lee,  niid  Waali- 
ingtoQ  WHS  consulted  in  the  miuior,  as  lliert:  might 
be  hostile  articles  among  tiiem  wliich  he  might 
wiBh  to  tmve  omitted.  "  I  cnu  Lnve  no  request 
to  make  concerning  the  work,"  writes  he  in  reply. 
"I  never  had  a  difference  with  that  gentleman 
but  on  public  grounds ;  nod  my  conduct  towards 
him  on  this  occasion  was  such,  only,  as  I  felt  my- 
self indispensably  bound  to  adopt  in  discharge  of 
the  public  trust  reposed  in  me.  If  this  produL-ed 
in  hira  unfavorable  aenliments  of  me,  I  can  never 
consider  the  conduct  I  pursued,  with  respect  to 
him,  either  wrong  or  improper,  however  I  may 
regret  that  it  may  have  been  differently  viewed 
by  him,  and  that  it  excited  his  anger  and  animad- 
versions. Should  there  appear  in  General  Lee's 
writings  any  thing  injurious  or  unfriendly  to  me, 
the  impartial  and  dispassionitte  world  must  decide 
bow  far  1  deserved  it  from  the  general  teuor  of 
my  oonducl. 


CHAPTER  XXXVI. 

Arrival  of  «  Frencli  Fleet.  —  CoireBpondence  of  Wuhia^n 
uid  the  Count  D'KMiing.  — Plui«  of  Itio  Couat.  —  t 
tarbntiun  ■(  New  York.  —  ExcitcmeDt  ia  the  Frencli  Fleet. 
—  Expedition  ij(Biiut  Rhode  Island — Opantions  bj  3«m 
and  Land.' —  Failure  of  the  Ex  pcdi  I  ion.  — Irritalion  hetween 
the  Allied  Foreffii.  —  Conudenite  Letter  of  WnsfaingtoD  to 
the  Count  D't^itoing. 

I^7^9|H1LE  encamped  nt  Paramus,  Wusbing- 

nEViV^l '""' '"  ^''^  "'^^^  °^  ^^  '^^  °^  '''''^* 

[lAttl-yl  ri'ooiviiil  a  letter  from  CoDgress  inform- 
ing liiiii  of  tlie  arrival  of  a  French  fleet  on  lie 
coaat ;  instructing  him  to  concert  measures  with 
tlie  commander,  the  Connt  D'Eetaing.  for  oSTetiufe 
operations  by  aea  and  laud,  and  emponerjog  him 
to  call  OD  the  States  from  New  Hampshire  lo 
New  Jersey  ioclusive,  to  aid  with  their  niilitiu. 

The  Heet  in  question  waa  composed  of  twelve 
ships  of  tlie  line  aud  six  frigates,  with  a  land 
force  of  four  thousand  men.  On  board  of  it 
came  Mons.  Gerard,  minister  from  France  to  the 
United  Stales,  and  the  Hon.  Silas  Deane,  one  of 
the  American  ministers  who  had  effected  the  late 
treaty  of  alliance.  The  fleet  had  sailed  from 
Toulon  on  the  13th  of  April.  Aller  slruggling 
against  adverse  winds  for  eichty-seveu  or  eighty- 
eight    duy^,  it  had  made  it«  ap]ieHran<.«  off  [he 
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northern  extremity  of  tlie  Virginiii  coast,  uiiJ 
anchored  at  the  mouth  of  the  Delawftre.  on  llie 
eighth  of  July.  Thence  the  count  ilispHtched  a 
letter  to  Washington,  dntod  at  sea.  "  I  have  the 
honor  of  imparUng  to  your  EsceUency,"  writes 
he,  "  the  arrival  of  the  king's  fleet,  charged  by 
His  Majesty  with  the  glorioua  tusk  of  giving  hia 
allies,  the  United  States  of  America,  the  most 
striking  proofs  of  his  affection.  Kothing  will  be 
wanting  to  my  happiness,  if  I  can  suoceed  in  iL 
It  is  angmented  by  the  consideration  of  concerting 
my  operations  with  a  general  such  as  your  Excel- 
lency. The  talents  nnd  great  ocdons  of  General 
Washington  have  insured  him,  in  the  eyes  of  all 
Europe,  the  truly  sublime  title  of  Deliverer  of 
America,"  etc 

The  count  was  unfortunate  in  the  length  of  hia 
voyage.  Had  he  arrived  in  ordinary  time,  he 
might  have  entrapped  Lord  Howe's  squadron  in 
the  river ;  cooperjted  wiih  Washington  in  invest- 
ing the  British  army  by  sea  and  laud,  and,  by 
cutting  off  its  retreat  to  New  York,  comjwlled  it 
to  surrender. 

Fmding  the  enemy  had  evacuated  both  city 
and  river,  the  count  sent  up  the  French  minister 
and  Mr.  Deane  to  Philadelphia  in  a  frigate,  and 
then,  putting  to  sea,  continued  along  the  coast. 
A  little  earlier,  and  he  might  have  intercepted 
the  squadron  of  Lord  Howe  on  its  way  to  New 
York.  It  had  Imd  but  a  very  few  days  the  ad- 
vantage of  him,  and  when  he  arrived  with  his 
fleet  in  the  road  outside  of  Sandy  Hook,  he  de- 
scried the  British  ships  quietly  anchored  inside  of 
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A  Ihuik  and  cordial  correapoudence  took  place 
forthwith  between  the  count  and  Waahingion,  and 
a  plan  of  iii!tloti  wiia  coucerl«d  lietweeu  tlietn  \iy 
the  iDtervention  of  cotiliilential  officers;  Washing' 
ton's  aidea-de-comp.  Laarena  and  Hamilton,  board- 
ing the  fleet  while  off  the  Hook,  and  Major 
Chouin,  a  French  oflicer  of  merit,  repairing  to 
the  American  head-cjUariers. 

The  first  idea  of  the  count  waa  to  enter  at 
Sandy  Hook,  and  capture  or  destroy  the  British 
fleet  composed  of  sis  ships  of  the  line,  lour  fifty 
gun  ships,  and  a  number  of  frigates  and  smaller 
vessels ;  should  he  succeed  in  this,  nhidi  his 
greatly  superior  force  reudered  probable,  he  was 
to  proceed  against  the  city,  with  the  coojwraCion 
of  tlie  American  forces.  To  be  at  hand  for  such 
purpose,  Washington  crossed  the  Hudson,  with 
his  army,  at  King's  Ferry,  and  encamped  ot  Whitft 
Pluina  about  the  20th  of  July. 

In  the  mean  lime  New  York  was  once  more 
in  n  violent  pertnrbation.  "  British  seamen,"  sa3ra 
a  writer  of  the  times,  "  endured  the  mortiticatioD, 
for  the  first  time,  of  seeing  a  British  fleet  blocked 
up  and  insulted  in  their  own  harbor,  and  the 
French  Aug  flying  triumphant  withont.  And  this 
was  still  more  embittered  aud  aggravated,  by  he- 
holding  every  day  vessels  under  English  colors 
captured  under  their  very  eyes  by  the  enemy."  * 
The  army  responded  to  Uicir  feelings!  many 
royalists  of  the  city,  too,  hastened  to  offer  tlieir 
services  as  volunteers ;  there  was,  in  short,  a  pro- 
di^ouH    stir    in    every  department,  military  and 
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Oil  the  otlier  hautl,  the  French  officers  and 
crews  were  in  the  highest  slate  of  excitement  nnil 
CKultalion.  The  long  low  poiiit  of  Saiitly  Hook 
was  hI!  liiat  intervened  between  them  and  a 
splendid  triumph,  and  they  anticipated  the  glory 
of  ■'  delivering  America  from  the  Knglish  colors 
which  they  saw  waving  on  the  other  side  of  a 
simple  barrier  of  sand,  upon  bo  great  a  crowd  of 

Several  experienced  American  pilots  and 
masters  of  vessels,  however,  who  hod  accompanied 
colonels  Laurens  and  Hamilton  on  board  of  tlie 
fleet,  declared  that  there  was  not  sufficient  depth 
of  water  on  the  bar  to  admit  the  safe  passage  of 
the  largest  shi[>s,  one  of  which  carried  80  and 
another  DO  guns ;  the  attempt,  therefore,  wan 
reluctantly  abandoned ;  and  the  ships  anchored 
about  four  miles  off,  near  Shrewsbury  on  the 
Jersey  coast,  taking  in  provisions  and  water. 

The  enterprise  which  the  American  and  French 
commanders  deemed  next  worthy  of  a  combined 
operation,  was  the  recapture  of  Rhode  Island 
proper,  that  is  to  say,  the  island  which  ^ves  its 
same  to  the  Slate,  and  which  the  enemy  had  made 
one  of  their  military  depots  and  strongholds.  In 
auticipiitiou  of  such  an  enterprise,  Washington 
on  the  I7th  of  July  wrote  to  General  Sullivan, 
who  commanded  at  Providence,  ordering  him  to 
make  tlie  necessary  preparations  for  a  descent 
from  the  mainland  upon  the  island,  and  authorizing 
him  to  call  in  reinforcements  of  New  England 
militia.     He    subsequently    sent  to    his    aid  the 
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Marquis  Lafayette  with  two  brigadea  (Yamnm's 
aud  Glover's).  QuArtermaster-getieral  Greene 
also  was  detached  for  the  service,  l>eing  a  native 
of  the  isltuid,  well  ai.'quuiilei)  with  its  localities, 
and  having  great  inflDenfe  among  its  iuhabitanta. 
Sullivan  whs  instructed  lo  form  his  whole  force, 
ContiDeutal,  Stale  and  militia,  into  two  equal 
divisions,  one  to  be  commanded  by  Greene,  tlie 
other  by  Lafayette. 

On  tlie  m  of  July,  the  French  fleet,  having 
finished  taking  in  iu  supplies,  appeared  again  in 
full  force  off  the  bar  u  Sandy  Hook.  The  Brit* 
ish,  who  supposed  they  had  only  l>eeQ  waiting  on 
the  Shrewsbury  coast  for  the  high  tides  of  the 
latter  part  of  July,  now  prepared  for  a  desperate 
conflict  1  and,  indeed,  had  the  French  fleet  been 
enabled  to  enter,  it  is  difficult  lo  conceive  a  more 
terrible  and  destrnctive  struggle  than  would  have 
ensued  between  these  gallant  and  deadly  rivals, 
with  their  powerful  armaments  brought  side  lo 
aide,  and  cramped  up  in  so  confiued  a  field  of 
action. 

D'Estaing,  however,  had  already  determined  hb 
course.  After  a  few  demonstrations  oif  the  har- 
bor, he  stood  away  to  the  easiwanl,  and  on  the 
29th  aiTived  off  Point  Judith,  coming  to  anchor 
within  five  miles  of  Newport. 

Rliode  Island  (proper),  liie  object  of  this  ex- 
pedition, is  about  sixteen  miles  long,  running  deep 
into  the  great  Narragansel  Bay.  Seaconnet  Chan- 
nel separates  it  on  tlie  east  from  the  mainland, 
ftiid  on  ihe  west  the  main  channel  passes  between 
it  iuid  Conanicut  Island.     Tlie  town  of  Newport 
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is  situated  near  the  south  end  of  t!ie  ialand,  fnoiiig 
the  want,  with  Coiiatiiciil  Island  in  rrout  of  il. 
It  wtiB  protecte<l  by  batteries  and  a  Bmiill  naval 
force.  Here  General  Sir  Robert  PigoII,  who 
flommanded  in  the  isliind,  had  his  heud^quarters. 
The  force  under  him  wns  about  six  thou))»iid 
Btning,  variously  posted  about  tlie  ialauil,  some  iu 
works  at  the  north  end,  but  the  greater  part 
-within  strongly  iiitrenelied  lines  eictending  across 
the  islaud,  about  three  miles  from  the  towa. 
General  Greene  liRSlened  from  Providence  ou 
hearing  of  the  arrival  of  the  fleet  of  Count  D'Es- 
taing,  and  went  ou  lioard  of  it  at  the  aiiuhoraKe  to 
concert  a  plan  of  uperationg.  Some  quealions  of 
etiquette  and  precedeuce  roae  betweeu  them  in 
setiliiig  (lie  mode  in  which  the  attack  was  to  be 
coodiicted.  It  was  at  length  agreed  that  the  fleet 
ebould  force  its  way  into  the  harbor  at  the  same 
time  that  the  Americans  approached  by  land,  and 
that  the  landing  of  the  troops  from  the  ships  oq 
the  west  side  of  the  island  should  lake  place  at 
(he  same  time  that  the  Americans  aliould  crosa 
Seacounet  Channel,  and  land  ou  the  cast  eide 
near  the  north  end.  This  combined  operation 
Vta  to  have  been  carried  promptly  into  efiisct, 
but  was  postponed  until  the  10th  of  August,  to 
give  lime  for  the  reinforcements  sent  by  Wnsb- 
inglou  to  arrive.  The  delay  was  (ktal  to  the  en- 
terprise. 

On  the  8th,  the  Count  D'Estaing  entered  the 
harbor  and  passed  up  the  main  channel,  ex- 
changing a  cannonade  with  the  batteries  as  be 
passed,  and  anchored  a  little  above  the  town,  be- 
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tween  Goat  and  Coufliiicut  IbIhiiiIs.  The  Eiiglisli, 
on  his  npproHcli,  burnt  or  ecutiled  lliree  rrigaies 
ftnd  some  smnller  vesseb,  whicli  would  olherwu^c 
hnve  beea  cnpturetl.  Gcncrnl  Sutlivan,  lo 
randy  for  tlie  concerted  Bllack,  hod  morfd  down 
from  Providence  to  the  neigliboHiood  of  How- 
Isnd's  Ferry,  ou  the  e«st  ^ide  of  Setioounet  pas- 
sage. 

The  Brilish  troops  .stHlJoited  opposite  on 
north  end  of  the  tHl&nd,  fearAil  of  being  cut  off, 
evaeuHted  llieir  works  in  (he  nigiil  of  the  8tli. 
and  drew  into  the  lines  at  Nuwport. 

Sullivan,  seeing  the  wofk^i  thus  ainiudoned, 
couid  not  resist  the  temptation  to  cross  the  chan- 
nel in  flat-bottomed  bouts  on  the  morning  of  the 
9th,  nnd  lake  possession  of  tliem. 

This  sudden  movement,  a  day  in  advance  of 
the  concerted  time,  and  without  due  notice  given 
to  the  count,  surprised  and  offerideil  him,  clashing 
with  his  notions  of  etiquette  and  punctilio.  Hit, 
hovrever,  prepared  to  cooperate,  and  wiis  ordering 
out  his  boats  for  the  pui'po»e,  when,  about  two 
o'clock  in  the  day,  liis  attention  was  called  to  K 
great  fleet  of  ships  standiug  toward  Newport, 
was,  iu  fact,  the  tleel  of  I/ord  Howe.  That  gal- 
lunt  nobtemau  had  beard  of  the  danger  of  New- 
port, and  being  reinforced  by  four  slout  ships  part 
of  a  squadron  coming  out  under  Admiral  Byron, 
had  hastened  to  its  relief;  though  slill  inrerior  ii 
force  to  the  French  admiral.  The  delay  of  the 
concerted  attack  had  enabled  him  to  arrivi 
time.  The  wind  set  directly  into  the  harbor. 
Had  he  entered  proiuptly,  the  French  would  have 
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been  placed  between  two  firei>,  from  his  shipa  and 
the  biilieries,  and  cramped  up  in  r  confined  chan- 
nel where  their  liirgest  eliips  had  no  room  lo  op- 
erate.    His   lordshipj  however,  merely  stood    in 

ir  tlie  knil,  commiinicnled  with  General  Pig- 
ott,  and  having  inrormed  himself  exacily  of  the 

lalion  of  the  French  tieel,  came  lo  auchor  at 
Point  Judith,  some  disluuce  from  llie  soutliwest 
entrance  of  the  buy. 

In  the  night  the  wind  changed  to  the  norlh- 
ensti  The  count  htu<teiicd  to  avail  himself  of  llie 
error  of  the  British  admiral.  Favored  by  the 
wind,  lie  stood  out  of  the  harbor  nt  eight  o'clock 

llie  morning  to  give  tiie  enemy  battle  whei-e  he 
ahould  have  good  sen  room,  previously  sending 
word  to  General  Sullivan,  who  had  advanced  the 
preceding  afternoon  to  Quaker  HiU,  about  ten 
miles  nortli  of  Newpoi-t,  that  he  would  land  his 
promised  troops  and  muriaee,  and  coiiperate  with 
'dm  on  his  return. 

The  French  ships  were  Beverety  cannonaded  as 
they  passed  the  batteries,  but  without  material 
damage.  Forming  in  order  of  battle,  they  bore 
down  upon  the  fleet  of  Lord  Howe,  confidently 
anticipating  a  victory  from  their  superiority  of 
force.  The  British  ships  stipt  their  cables  at 
their  approach,  and  liliewisc  formed  in  line  of 
battle ;  but  his  lordsliip  avoided  an  encounter 
while  liie  enemy  had  the  wealhergage.  To  gain 
this  on  the  one  part,  and  retain  it  on  the  other, 

!  two  fleets  maneuvered  throughout  tlie  day, 
standing  lo  the  southward,  and  gradually  disap- 
pearing from  ihe  anxious  eyes  of  the  belligerent 
forces  on  Rhode  Island. 
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The  anay  of  Sullivan,  now  left  lo  iiaelf  before 
Newport,  amounted  to  ten  tiiousftni!  men,  having 
ruceivud  the  miliiia  mnrorcemcuts.  Lafayeite 
iidvlsed  tbe  deky  of  hoslile  operations  uulil  the 
return  of  D'Estaing,  but  tlis  American  com- 
maniler,  piqued  aiid  ehagrined  at  llie  departure  of 
liis  Allies,  determined  to  commence  the  siege  im- 
medintely,  without  waiting  fur  liia  lardy  nid.  On 
the  12ib,  however,  came  on  a  tempest  of  wind 
and  rain,  which  mged  for  two  days  and  nights 
with  unexampled  violence.  Tents  were  hlowa 
down  ;  several  soldiers  and  many  horses  perished, 
and  a  great  part  of  the  ammunition  recently  dealt 
out  to  ilie  troops  was  destroyed.  On  the  Htb,  tbs 
weather  cleared  up  and  the  sun  shone  brightly, 
Imt  the  army  was  woni  down  and  dispirited. 
Had  the  British  troops  sallied  forth  at  this  junc- 
ture hale  and  fi'esh  from  comfortable  quarters,  it 
might  have  fared  badly  with  tlieir  weaiherbeateo 
besiegers.  Tbe  latter,  however,  being  unmo- 
lested, had  time  to  breathe  and  refit  ibemselves. 
The  day  was  passed  in  drying  their  clothes,  clean- 
ing their  arms,  and  putting  ihemsdves  in  order 
for  action.  By  the  next  morning  they  were 
again  on  the  alert.  Expecting  the  prompt  return 
of  the  French,  they  now  took  post  on  Houeyinan'A 
Hill,  about  two  miles  from  the  British  bues,  and 
began  to  construct  batteries,  form  lines  of  coin- 
muuicatiou,  and  make  regular  approaches.  The 
British  were  equally  active  in  strengthening  their 
defensei^.  There  was  casual  cannonading  on  each 
aide,  but  nothing  of  coiiaequence.  Several  days 
elapsed  without  the  reappearance  of  the  French. 
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Tbe  sitiiatiou  of  [lie  beniegers  wfis  growing  crit- 
icnl,  wlieii,  on  the  eTening  of  the  ]9tli,  Elioy  de- 
scried I  lie  expected  flent  standing  iQwiu'd  the 
liarbor.  All  now  was  exultation  in  llie  camp. 
Sliould  tlie  Fi'unch  willi  their  ships  and  troops 
atiAck  the  town  by  sea  and  land  on  the  one  side, 
while  the  Americans  assailed  it  on  the  other,  the 
surrender  of  the  place  woa  inevitable. 

The«e  sanguine  anlicipaliona,  however,  were 
short-lived.  Tlie  French  fleet  was  in  n  shiitiei'ed 
and  forlorn  condition.  After  sailing  from  belbre 
Newport,  on  tbe  20th,  it  had  maneuvered  foi'  two 
days  with  the  British  fleet,  each  unwilling  to  en- 
ter into  action  without  having  the  weaihergage. 
While  thus  maneuvering,  the  same  furious  storm 
which  liail  raged  on  siiore  separated  and  dbpen^ed 
them  witli  fearful  raynge.  Some  single  encoiiniers 
of  scattered  ships  subsequenily  took  place,  but 
without  definite  result.  All  were  loo  much  tem- 
pest-tost and  disabled  to  make  good  flght.  Lord 
Howe  with  such  of  his  ships  ns  lie  could  collect 
bore  away  to  New  York  to  refit,  and  the  Fi'etich 
admiral  was  now  before  Newport,  but  in  no  plight 
or  mood  for  fighting. 

In  a  letter  to  General  Sullivan,  he  informed 
hiin  that,  pursuant  to  the  orders  of  his  sovereign 
and  the  advice  of  his  olTicers,  he  was  bound  for 
Boston,  being  iiiBtructud  lo  repair  to  that  port, 
should  he  meet  with  mieforlune.  or  a  superior 
British  force  appear  upon  the  coast. 

Dismayed  at  this  intelligence,  which  threatened 
ruin  and  disgrace  to  liie  enterprise,  Sullivan  wrote 
a  letter  of  remouslrauce  to  the  count,  and  Gun- 
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TbcM  ftod  olber  ega»iduf»iio—  eqnUj  sibm* 
lia<]  lb«ir  wnglil  willi  tlw  egaat.  asd  Ik  waa  in- 
cliiual  lu  IWMUQ  ■ad  paraae  tba  cotcrpriK,  fan 
wiui  ov«iTiil*9i]  fay  ibe  prtnapal  wfficera  of  Ui  deat. 
Tlie  (act  b,  lliat  fae  wv  pn^^rij  ■  land  oAoer. 
awl  (bejr  had  beea  indignaal  at  tna  faaring  a  bmi> 
licail  cotnmatid  over  Uieir  heatk.  TWy  vere  ^ad. 
therefore,  of  ttty  upporliiuiijr  to  tliwari  and  nwfiify 
him !  sntl  uow  iiiHiiied  on  liis  oomfilyiag  with  fan 
Intlur  of  iuMtriicliiiiis,  and  Eailiog  G>r  Boaton.  Ob 
lAiXaymUs'i  taking  leave,  ilie  couiit  uSiured  biin 
liittt  he  would  ou\y  remuin  in  IJoeloti  tiine  enoo^ 
lu  |{ivo  Ilia  men  n^jxiM?  aftur  Uieir  loug  eiiSering% 
Hiiil  ruHt  Ilia  fthipn :  uiiil  trusitMl  ta  li^Te  the  port 
uicaiii  within  three  week*  after  enleriiig  it,  "to 
liglil  for  Iho  gl'iry  nf  the  Freut^  nuroe  niid  tha 
iiilnrtmlii  of  America."  ' 

ThH  rnuritnin  aud  Genernl  GreeuD  relumed  at 
iiijdnip;ljl,  and  timdu  n  re|>ort  of  the  ill  buccurs  of 
tli^ir  mlDxiun.  Kullivmi  sent  aiiothur  letter  on  tlie 
tiilliiwing  (Iny,  nrging  D'Keiuini;  in  any  erent  lu 
Imive   hill  land   forccn.     All  the  general  ufficere. 

»  UtMr  iif  l.alkrollo  to  Waihlngtoti.    JUnmir;  t.  i.  (v  IM. 
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excepting  Lnftiyette,  joiued  iii  signing  and  seudiug 
a  protest  agHinat  the  ilepartiire  of  (lie  fleet  to 
Boiton,  as  dei-ogatory  to  the  honor  of  Frauce, 
L'ontniry  lo  the  ititeulion  of  Lis  most  Cbristiaa 
Mnjesty  and  (he  interest  of  his  nation,  destructive 
of  the  welfare  of  (he  United  States,  and  highly 
iiijunoua  to  (ho  alliance  formed  between  the  two 
nations.  The  fleet  whs  already  under  way  when 
Colonel  Laurens  got  on  1103111  of  (he  admintl's 
ship  with  the  letter  and  protest.  The  connt  was 
deeply  olfended  by  the  touu  of  the  protest,  and 
the  QiAiiner  in  which  i(  was  conveyed  to  him. 
He  declared  to  Culoiiel  t^ureua  that  "  this  paper 
impoeed  on  the  commander  of  the  khig'a  squadron 
the  painful,  bat  necessary  law  of  profound  silence." 
He  conliuued  his  course  to  Uuston. 

At  the  sailing  of  the  ships  there  was  a  feeling 
of  exaaporation  throughout  the  camp,  Sullivan 
gave  vent  to  his  vexation  iu  a  general  order  on 
the  24(h,  wherein  he  observed  :  ''The  general 
(  help  Innieuliiig  the  sudden  and  unexpected 
departure  of  the  French  tluet,  as  he  finds  it  baa  a 
tendency  to  discourage  l^olne  who  placed  great 
dependence  upon  the  asaistnuce  of  i( ;  though  he 
can  by  no  means  suppose  the  army,  or  any  part 
of  it,  endangered  by  this  uiovenient.  He  yet 
hopes  the  event  will  pi'ove  America  able  to  pro- 
cure that  by  her  own  arms  which  her  allies  refuse 
[o  assist  in  obtaining," 

On  cixiler  rcfleciion  he  thought  proper,  in  sub- 
sequent orders,  to  explain  away  the  rash  and 
nnwarrautable  imputation  on  French  loyalty  cou- 
n  the  foregoing  document,  but  a  general 


LIFE   OF    WASB/XarOX. 


feeling  of  IrriUtion  Bgainst  tbe  Frrodi  o 
to  prev&il  ill  (lie  army. 

As  hail  been  fbretulil,  ihe  departure  of  the  fleet 
WM  B  death  blow  lo  die  enierprke.  Belween  two 
and  three  thousand  voluDteets  abAndoned  (be 
camp  in  the  course  of  funr-and-twenlj  boors; 
otbera  uinlinDed  lo  go  off;  desertiona  ooenmsd 
amoDg  the  militia,  and  id  a  few  days  the  titimtwr 
of  besiegcn  did  not  exceed  that  vf  ibe  beftiejed. 

All  lhong>its  of  ofieoaive  operati(»is  were  now 
at  an  end.  The  qnestioD  was  hoiv  best  lo  exiri- 
csl«  ihi!  army  from  its  peritoua  position.  Tbe  Iwr- 
bora  of  Kbode  Island  being  now  free,  and  open 
to  the  eiif  my,  reinforcements  might  pour  in  frum 
New  York,  and  render  the  withdrawal  of  the 
troiipa  diauBlrous,  if  not  impossible.  To  prepare 
for  rapid  retreat,  if  necessary,  all  the  heavy  ariil- 
lury  that  could  be  spared  was  sent  off  from  the 
istatid.  On  llie  28ib  il  was  determined,  in  a 
council  of  war,  lo  full  back  lo  the  military  works 
at  the  north  end  of  tbe  island,  and  fortify  iliere, 
until  it  should  be  known  wbelher  the  French 
fleet  would  soon  return  to  their  assistance,  the 
Marquis  Lafayette  setting  off*  with  all  speed  to 
have  an  interview  with  the  Count  D'Estoing,  and 
ascertain  the  fact. 

General  Sullivan  broke  up  his  camp,  and  coin- 
inoncud  his  retreat  that  very  night,  tietweou  nine 
and  leu  o'clock,  the  army  retiring  by  two  roads, 
the  rear  covered  by  parlies  of  light  troops,  under 
colonels  Livingston  and  Laurens. 

Their  retreat  was  not  discovered  until  daylight, 
when  a  pursuit  was  commenced.     The  covering 
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parties  behaved  gallantly,  making  frequent  stands, 
Abandoning  une  eniiriuncv  only  lo  lake  post  on  an- 
other, and  keeping  up  h  retreating  fire  llial  checked 
the  advuucc  of  the  enemy.  After  a  scries  of 
skirmishes  they  were  pressed  back  to  the  fortified 
grounds  on  the  north  end  of  the  island  ;  but  Sul- 
livan had  already  taken  post  there,  on  Butt's  Hill, 
the  main  body  of  his  army  beiug  drawn  up  iti  or- 
der of  battle,  with  strong  works  in  llieir  rear,  aud 
a  redoubt  in  fixint  of  the  right  wing, 

The  British  now  bx)k  post  on  an  advantageous 
hmglit  called  Quaker  Hill,  a  little  more  than  a 
mile  from  the  American  front,  wlieiiee  they  com- 
meu(»d  a  caunonade  which  was  briskly  returned. 
Skirmishing  ensued  until  about  leti  o'clock,  when 
two  British  sloops-of-war  and  some  small  vessels 
hiiving  gained  a  favorable  position,  the  enemy's 
troops,  under  cover  of  their  fire,  advanced  in 
force  to  turn  the  right  flank  of  tlie  American 
army,  and  capture  the  redoubt  which  protected  it. 
This  WHS  bravely  defended  by  General  Greene  : 
a  sharp  action  ensued,  which  had  nearly  become 
a  general  one  ;  between  two  and  three  hundred 
men  were  killed  on  each  side;  tlie  British  at 
length  drew  back  to  their  artillery  and  works  on 
Quaker  Hill,  and  a  mutual  cannonade  was  re- 
samed  and  kept  up  until  night. 

On  the  following  day  (29tb)  (he  enemy  Con- 
tinued his  distant  firing,  but  waited  tor  reinforce- 
ments before  coming  to  close  quarters.  In  the 
mean  time.  General  Sullivan  had  received  intelli- 
gence that  Lord  Howe  had  again  put  to  sea  with 
the  design,  no  doubt,  to  attempt   the  relief  of 


Newport ;  uTid  then  followed  another  report  ttwt 
H  fifct  with  troops  was  actually  off  Block  IhUimI, 
■ud  tuuBt  urrive  almitst  Itnmedtalely  In  the  har- 
bor. 

Uuilor  these  circumfitances  it  was  iletennined 
to  abandon  Rhode  Island.  To  do  so  wilL  mSUy, 
however,  ntquired  the  utmost  caution,  as  the  hoe- 
lil<!  teiitriiifl  were  within  four  hiuiilrctl  yards  of 
eaoli  oUitT.  and  any  suspidous  movcmeuU  wuolil 
be  eitsily  (liHtovercd  and  reported  to  the  British 
commander.  The  position  ou  Bait's  Hill  favored 
a  dpw'iitiou.  Teuis  were  brought  forward  atid 
pitelitd  ill  sight  of  the  euemy,  mul  a  grtrat  part  of 
the  troops  employed  throughout  the  day  in  throw- 
ing lip  works,  US  if  the  post  was  to  be  resolutelf 
nutiiiUiiied  ;  at  tliu  snme  time,  the  heavy  bo^^i^ 
tiiid  stores  were  quielly  i^ouvejed  away  in  lie 
renr  of  the  hill,  and  ferried  across  the  bay.  Am 
soon  as  it  was  dork  tlie  tents  were  struck,  fires 
were  lighted  at  various  points,  the  troops  witfa- 
dniwn,  and  in  a  few  hours  the  whole  were  traiu- 
ported  ticroBB  thti  channel  to  the  mninlnnd.  In 
the  height  of  the  transit,  Lafayette  arrived.  Be 
Lad  ridden  from  iJie  island  to  Boston,  a  dislauce 
of  nearly  seventy  miles,  in  seven  hours,  and  had 
conf«md  with  the  French  admiral. 

D'Estaing  tind  conviii<vd  him  of  the  inadequacy 
of  bis  UHval  force,  hut  hail  made  a  spirited  offer 
of  lending  his  troops  by  land  to  cooperate  with 
the  Americnns,  Eager  to  be  in  tune  for  any  en- 
gagemn'Ut  that  might  tuke  place,  La&yeiie  had 
spurred  hack  still  more  i^eedily  than  ho  wentt 
but  WHS  disappoinleil  and  mortified  at  fiuding  all 
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the  fighting  over.  He  arrived  in  time,  however, 
to  bring  off  llie  ]>ickels  uud  cuveriug  jiarties, 
Bmouoting  to  a  thouaiuid  ueii,  which  he  iM  iu 
■uch  Kxcetlent  onler,  that  not  a  man  was  left 
behmd,  nor  the  smallest  article  lost. 

The  whole  army  had  crossed  hy  two  o'clock 
in  the  morning  un[>erceived  by  the  enemy,  and 
I  had  reason  lo  congratulate  themselves  on  the 
I  course  they  hud  tukeu,  and  the  quickness  of  their 
rements ;  for  the  very  iieKt  day  Sir  Henry 
I  Clinton  arrive^l  at  Newpuri  in  a  light  squadron, 
with  a  reinfon«meut  of  four  thousand  men,  a 
navtil  and  land  foree  tliat  might  effectually  have 
I  cut  off  Sullivan's  retreat,  hud  he  liiigei-ed  oti  the 
ikud. 
Sir  Henry,  finding  that  ho  had  arrived  a  day 
f-  too  late,  returned  to  New  York,  hut  iirst  de- 
L  tached  Major-general  Sir  Charles  Grey  with  the 
I  troops,  on  a  ravaging  expedition  to  the  eastward; 
I  chiefly  against  ports  which  were  the  hanata  of 
f  privateera.  This  was  the  same  general  that  had 
f  iDrprised  Wayne  in  the  preceiling  year,  and  ef- 
1  iected  such  slaughter  among  his  men  witli  the 
I  bayoneL  He  appeara  to  Irnve  been  fitted  for 
r'tough  and  mercilegs  warfare.  In  the  course  of 
t  im  present  expedition  he  destroyed  mure  than 
liseveuty  vessels  in  Acushnet  River,  some  of  tliem 
I  private<?rs  witli  their  prizes,  others  peaceful  mer- 
I  diant  shijB.  New  Bedford  and  Fair  Haven  hav- 
1  ing  been  made  mihtary  aud  naval  depots  were 
I  laid  waste,  wharves  demolished,  i-oj*- walks,  store- 
I  bouses  and  mills,  with  several  private  dwelliuga, 
I  wrapped  m  flames.     Similar  destruction  was  ef- 
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cerlainty  of  suceess.  reutlered  it  a  matter  of  re- 
joicing to  get  our  own  U'oo[>s  safe  off  the  island. 
If  the  garrison  of  ihat  place,  cousisling  of  uenrly 
tix  tliousand  men,  hiul  been  captured,  as  there 
waa,  in  appearance  at  least,  a.  hundred  to  one  in 
favor  of  it,  it  would  havo  given  the  finishing 
Yilow  to  Briiiiih  pretensions  of  sovereignty  over 
tliis  country ;  and  would,  I  am  persuaded,  have 
haslened  the  departure  of  the  troops  in  New 
York,  as  fast  as  their  canvas  wings  would  carry 
them  away." 

But  what  gave  Wnshington  the  greatest  solici- 
tude, was  the  effect  of  this  disappointment  upon 
the  public  mind.  The  failure  of  the  euterprise 
was  gencmlly  attributed  to  the  departure  of  tlie 
French  fleet  frora  Newport,  and  there  was  at  one 
time  such  popular  eiuspemtion.  that  it  wns  feared 
the  means  of  repairing  the  French  ships  at  Bos- 
tou  would  be  withlield.  Count  D'Estuing,  and 
the  other  French  ofRcers,  on  their  part,  were 
irritated  by  the  protests  of  tlio  American  officers, 
and  [lie  expressions  in  Sullivan's  genenil  order 
derogatory  to  French  loyally.  The  count  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  Congress,  explaining  and  vin- 
dicating his  conduct  subsequent  to  his  arrival  on 
he  coast 

Washington  regarded  this  mutual  irritation 
wliich  had  so  suddenly  sprung  up  between  the 
Knaj  and  the  fleet,  with  the  most  poignant  anx- 
iety. He  wrote  to  Sullivan  and  Greene  on  the 
subject,  urging  tliem  to  supprer's  the  feuds  and 
jealousies  which  had  already  arisen,  to  conceal 
as  much  as  possible  from  the  soldiery  and  public, 
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lodiu  W«bn.—  l)c«uUlJ<in  •■!  Uic  Vallrv  uf  Wvomlnjr.  — 
b  Xew  Turk.  —  Counlcr  HoVno'-nii  uf  \Vai.b- 
—  F«nf^g  i'ulin  nf  the  Kotsir.—  HiTlur*!  £lr*- 
nwHuTHl  ■■  Old  Tippan.  —  Bntlih  tjpedilion 
«  Ltuk  Egg  lUrbor.  —  Miflum  of  l^uki'i  Infu- 
liy.  —  Rcutailmi  of  Dunop'*  lUiiKfn.  —  Arrival  or  AJmi- 
lat  Bymn.  —  Endurom  lo  colrip  IVKiUiBij,  but  ii  disip- 
[pnlilian  •gtiiuM  St.  LncU.  —  EipHUtioo 
■■ — Ciplnn  of  Ssvutiab.  —  Geuri^a  will. 
■I  Uncsln  aEDl  lo<i;rianiaD(I  in  th>  Sonlb. 

BHILE  bostilitiet  were  carried  on  in  the 
n  custuioary  form  along  tlie  AtlikiilJc  bor- 
I  den.  ludiuD  warfare,  witli  all  il>i  ntrocitj, 
waa  gniiig  on  in  the  interior.  The  liritjsh  post 
at  Niagara  was  iu  cradle.  It  waa  llie  oinimon 
rallying  place  uf  toriee,  refu;;eeB,  savage  warriors. 
ui(]  vllier  d<«|ienuli)«K  of  tin-  frouliera.  Hiihi-r 
Brant,  lite  uot«<l  ludLiu  chief,  bad  reiireil  ufter 
the  repul§e  of  St.  Leger  at  Fori  Sehuvler,  lo 
plan  further  mwchief;  anil  here  tras  concerted 
the  tnenionible  incunion  into  the  Valley  of  Wy- 
oming. Kitggesteii  by  lory  refugees,  nbo  bad  until 
receully  inbuliiteil  it. 

The  Valley  of  WyomiDg  b  a  beantiflil  rcpon 
lying  along  the  Sagquelianna.  Peaceful  ae  was 
its  aapfict,  it  bad  been  the  scene  of  sanguinary 
feuds  prior  to  tin;  Kevolution,  between  tlie  people 


of  Penusylvania  and  Coimecticuc,  wbo  Itotli  laid 
claim  to  JL  .Seven  rural  forts  or  block'liouses, 
sitnaleil  on  various  parta  of  die  ralley.  hail  been 
strongholils  daring  these  territorial  couiests,  and 
remaiijed  as  places  of  refu^  for  women  and 
chiliiren  in  times  of  Indian  ravage. 

Tlie  expedition  uuw  set  on  foot  agiuiist  it,  in 
June,  was  cora])oaed  of  Butler's  rangers.  Johnson's 
Boyal  Greetis,  and  Branl,  wiib  his  Indian  braves. 
Their  united  force,  about  eleven  hundred  strong', 
was  condiicteil  by  Colonel  John  Butler,  renowned 
iu  Indian  warfare.  Passing  down  the  Chemung 
and  Susqueliannn  in  canoes,  they  landed  al  a 
place  called  Three  Islands,  strnelt  ilirough  the 
wilderness  to  a  gap  or  "  notch"  of  tlie  iiiouiitains, 
by  whicli  they  entered  the  Valley  of  Wyoming, 
Butler  made  his  head-quarters  at  one  of  the 
strongholds  already  mentione<l,  odled  Winter- 
moot'H  Fort,  from  a  tory  family  of  the  same  name. 
Hence  he  sent  out  his  mumudiiig  parties  to  plun- 
der and  lay  waste  the  country. 

Rumors  of  this  intended  invasion  liad  reached 
the  valley  some  time  befbre  the  npiiearance  of 
the  enemy,  and  had  spread  great  consternation. 
Most  of  the  sturdy  yeomanry  were  alaent  in  the 
army.  A  oompany  of  sixty  men,  enlisted  under 
an  act  of  Congress,  and  hastily  and  iin[>erlbct1y  or- 
ganised, yet  styling  themselves  regulars,  took  post 
at  one  of  the  strongholds  called  Forty  Port; 
where  tliey  were  joined  by  about  three  hundred 
of  the  most  efficient  of  the  yeomanry,  armed  and 
equipped  in  rude  rustic  style..  In  tliis  emergency 
old  men  and  boys  volunteered  to  meet  the  ootiv< 
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mon  danger,  posting  tlieniselves  in  the  smaller 
forts  in  which  n'omen  auil  eliildi«n  hait  taken  ref- 
uge. Colouel  Zebulon  Butler,  an  officer  of  the 
Continental  Army,  took  tlie  general  command. 
Several  officers  arrived  from  the  army,  havltsg 
obtained  leitve  to  repair  home  for  the  [irolcclion 
of  their  families.  They  brought  word  that  a  rein- 
forcement, seut  by  Washington,  was  on  its  way. 

In  the  mean  time  the  marauding  parties  sent 
out  by  Butler  and  Brant  were  spreading  des- 
olation through  the  valley ;  farm-houKes  were 
wrapped  in  flames ;  husbandmen  were  murdered 
while  at  work  ui  the  fields ;  all  who  had  not 
taken  refuge  in  the  fort  were  ihrealenetl  with  de- 
fltruclion.  What  was  to  he  done?  Wait  for 
the  arrival  of  the  promised  reinforcement,  or  at^ 
tempt  lo  check  the  ravage  ?  The  latter  was 
rashly  determined  on. 

Leaving  the  women  and  children  in  Forty 
Fort,  Colonel  2^huloD  Butler  with  Ida  men  ral- 
lied forth  on  tlie  3d  of  July,  and  made  a  rapid 
move  upon  Wintermoot  Fori,  hoping  lo  come 
upon  it  by  surprise.  They  found  the  enemy 
drawn  up  in  front  of  it,  in  a  line  extending  from 
the  river  to  a  marsh ;  Colonel  .John  Butler  and 
his  rangers,  with  Johnson's  Royal  Greens,  on  the 
left ;  Indians  and  tories  on  the  right. 

The  Americans  formed  a  line  of  the  same  ex- 
tent; the  regulars  under  Colonel  Butler  on  the 
right  Hank,  resting  on  the  river,  the  niititia  luider 
Colonel  Denison  on  the  left  wing,  on  the  marsh, 
A  sharp  fire  was  opened  from  right  to  left ;  after 
a  few  volleys  the  enemy  in  front  of  Colonel  But- 
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Tb«  AmrAa,Gaa  of   the  nUej  wm  dbv  a 
plelfld  ;  fielik  were  Uid  mMc,  ho<ue*  bntnt,  i 
tlwir   inhalribuil*   nniHered.     Acoor£iig   to  Ifca    ' 
Britiah    jucuudK.  a|nranb   of  firar   lundnd  of 
iho  yeomanry  of  Wyotning  w«re  ilaia.  bat  iba 
women  aD<l  chQdrea  were  e^tnA,  ^»mA  ieuatA 
U>  ratint  to  their  rebel  frtendt.'  * 

IJpwnnb  oT  fire  thouaand  persons,  bbjs  tha 
■ame  n/vount,  tteil  in  the  utmost  distress  uid  ooa- 
■tt-'niniluii,  iw4;king  refnge  in  the  settlements  on 
tliB  Lehiifh  and  the  Delaware.  After  completing 
iIiIn  horrible  work  of  devaotAlion,  the  enemy  i«- 
tirod  before  the  arrival  of  the  troops  iletadied  by 
Wiwhiiiglon. 

Wb  might  have  awelled  our  narratiTe  of  this 
>  Qtntttmtn'i  itagaant  tor  1T18,  p.  U6. 
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r affair  by  many  iiidiviUuul  acts  uf  ulriK-'iry  ooru- 
mitted  by  roy^au  on  their  ulil  friocidfl  ami  iioijih- 
Iwra,  and  even  tlieir  near  ruliHive"  ;  but  we  for- 
bear to  darken  our  poj^  by  eucb  iLigiiim  on 
buman  mitiire.  Suffice  it  ta  uy,  it  wiu  oun  iif 
the  most  atrodous  ouira^es  per^truttid  tJiroiigli' 
out  Ibe  war ;  aud,  an  oiiuL  Uie  Uft-iea  umiMrued 
in  it  were  the  most  vitididive  and  merciioM  of 
the  suTagH  crew.  Or  die  iiiea«urBt  taJuui  iu  owif 
eequencu  we  sliaJI  epeak  bereafler. 

For  »  great  port  of  the  eammer.  WEkliiugt'xi 
tuil  rMoaiued  pncunpud  at  White  Plsiiu,  watdi- 
ing  ihe  luiiTeuiciiU  vf  die  Fuuny  at  New  ¥<h^ 
£arly  iii  Sejdember  he  vlnvrved  a  great  ttir  vf 
iweparauou  i  caiuiOD  aud  luilitory  alunsa  «>:r« 
en^arked,  aud  a  fleet  of  oue  tiuudred  auid  tony 

ttOBSporu  were  ready  to  luake  sail.  Wlua  wa« 
Ifaeir  declinatkio  ?  Wafdiingtoti  deftlured  tlii:  fit^ 
dlily  puawifiBed  by  the  eueuiy  uf  tnuu>)H>rliug 
ihrir  tnxtpi  from  |K>mi  bo  puiui  by  tie^  "  'Jlieir 
nfU  toovetatiiU,'  fcaid  Itn.  *'  (suable  theni  h>  givts 
Bi  aoBdHiA;  fur  the  bafety  of  nuaMB  )K>uit4.  tu 
■Dcoor  whii'li  Wf  ehuutti  liave  to  n^ke  ruiuMU 
Han^Ks,  and  sfler  tUI.  [Hsriiapb,  fiud  uumelvea  Uk 
dtqteo  of  a  feint.' 

Tbenr  wer«  but  two  (af<ila]  ubjocu  wbtcli  ibey 
conld  ha.Tie  iu  view,  hixiii:  tlte  defeal  luid  dJ>qNX' 
aoa  at  luE  army.  Ou<?  waf  Iu  ^i  puMeawio  uf 
dia  fatVi  itud  paastw  of  Ut^  Ilighbiud«  :  liw?  imImuv 
by  a  juictixni  uf  Uieir  Ivud  uud  iwritl  fwroik.  K> 
aiieiqit  the  d««LruutJuu  uf  the  Freticb  floot  m 
~  ~  puM-^uiJ    uf    that    iiuwu. 
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difficult  to  protect  the  one,  without  leaving  the 
other  exposed.  To  do  the  best  that  the  nalnre 
of  the  t^me  would  admit,  Washioglon  streugthened 
the  worka  and  reinforced  the  garrisou  in  the 
Highlands,  statioue<l  Putuam  with  two  brigailes 
in  the  neighborliood  of  West  Poiut.  Geuewl 
Gates  was  seat  with  three  brigades  to  Daiibury 
iu  Conuecticut,  wliere  he  vias  joined  by  two  brig- 
ades under  General  McDuugall,  while  W^iabiiig- 
toD  moved  his  camp  to  a  reur  po^tiou  at  Freder- 
icksburg oa  the  borders  of  Connecticut,  nud  aboot 
tliirty  miles  from  West  Point,  so  as  to  be  ready 
for  a  movement  to  the  eastwiird  or  a  3pee<ly  junc- 
tion for  the  defense  of  the  Hudson.  To  facili- 
tate an  etistern  movement,  he  took  meusureB  to 
have  all  the  roads  leading  to  HosIou  repaired. 

Scarce  had  Washington  moved  from  Wliit« 
Plains,  when  Sir  Henry  Clinton  threw  a  detach- 
ment of  five  thousand  men  under  Lord  CorQwtdlifi 
into  the  Jerseys,  between  the  Hackensack  and 
Hudson  Rivers,  and  another  of  three  diousand 
under  Enj'phausen  into  Westchester  County,  be- 
tween the  Hudson  and  the  Bron;i.  These  d&- 
laohments  held  communication  with  each  olber, 
and  by  the  aid  of  flat-bottomed  bouts  could  unite 
their  forces,  in  twonty-four  hours,  on  either  side 
of  the  Hudson. 

Washington  considered  these  mere  foraging 
expeditions,  though  on  a  large  scale,  and  du- 
tadied  troops  into  the  Jerseys  to  coiiperate  with 
the  militia  in  checking  them ;  but,  as  soraetliing 
more  might  be  iiiUiuded,  be  ordered  General 
Putnam   to  cross   the  river  to  West  Point,  for 


mecliute  security :  whilu  he  hioiflelf  moved 
vitb  a  liivisiou  of  his  army  to  Fishkill. 

Wayne,  who  was  with  the  detachmetit  in  the 
Jerseys,  look  post  tvith  a  bo>1y  of  militia,  and 
a  iv^meiit  of  light  horse  in  front  of  the  division 
of  Lord  Cornwullis.  The  militia  were  quartered 
at  the  village  uf  New  Tappau ;  but  Lieuteuant- 
oolonel  Baylor,  who  commanded  the  light  horse, 
t^ose  tti  eucamp  apart,  to  be  free,  Hs  is  su])]iu8e<), 
from  the  control  of  Wayne.  He  look  up  his 
qnarters,  ttierefore,  iu  OM  Tappau,  where  his 
men  lay  very  negligeutly  aniJ  uuguardi^ly  in 
barns.  Corunrullia  had  iulelligeuee  of  tlieir  ex- 
posed situaiiou,  and  laid  a  |>!au  to  cut  off  tlie 
whole  detochmeDL  A  bo<]y  of  troops  from  Knyp- 
hausen's  divtiuon  was  to  crosu  the  lluilson  in 
the  night,  and  come  by  (uqirise  u|Kin  tlie  militia 
in  Kew  Tajipan  :  ut  the  same  time,  Uajor-geii- 
eral  Grey,  of  njamudiug  renowu,  was  to  ailvanue 
on  the  left,  and  attack  Baylor  and  hi»  dragoons 
in  their  eartJcJis  ijuartera  in  Old  Tappau. 

Fortunaiely  KityphaiiM;u's  u-oo[«,  led  bj"  Lieo- 
tenaiil'^uluuel  Campliell.  were  alow  ia  erossing 
the  river,  nud  the  militia  were  apprised  by  de- 
serters of  their  ilauger  in  time  to  ee<3ip*:.  Not 
BO  with  Baylor's  parly.  General  Grey  having 
cut  off  a  sergeant's  jiatrol,  advanced  in  uleoce, 
and  siUTUuii<i<id  with  his  troupe  three  liaros  ia 
whijdi  the  druffoone  were  6lt»;piug.  We  have 
seen,  in  his  surprii*  of  Wayne's  detachment  in 
ibe  preceding  year,  how  stealthy  aad  efledJve  he 
wa«  in  the  work  of  destrutlioD.  To  prevent 
noise  he  had  caused  his  men  to  draw  the  diorg^o 
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and  take  the  flints  from  their  guDS,  and  fix  tlidr 
bsyoneta.  The  bayonet  was  hia  fcvorite  weapon. 
'With  this  bis  men  rushed  forward,  and,  deaf  for 
a  litne  to  all  cries  for  mercy,  made  a.  savage 
slaughter  of  naked  and  defenseless  men.  Eleven 
were  killed  on  the  spot,  aiid  tweuty-five  mangled 
with  repeateil  thriutH.  lome  receiving  ten,  twdve. 
mid  even  sisteen  wounds,  Amon^  the  wounded 
were  Colonel  Baylor  and  Major  Clongb,  the  last 
of  whom  fiooii  died.  About  forty  were  taken 
priftoners,  mostly  through  the  humane  interposi- 
tion of  one  of  Grey'a  captaine,  whose  feelings 
revolted  at  the  orders  of  iua  sanguinary  cotu- 
mander. 

This  kvliole  movement  of  troops,  on  both  sides 
of  the  Hudson,  was  designed  to  cover  an  exjiedi- 
tion  against  Little  Egg  Harbor,  on  the  eust  coast 
of  New  Jersey,  a  noted  rendezvous  of  American 
privateers.  It  was  eonducted  in  much  the  same 
spirit  with  that  of  General  Grey  to  the  eastward. 
Three  hundred  regular  troops,  Hnd  a  body  of 
royalist  volunteers  from  the  .lerseys,  headed  hy 
C^ipliiin  Patrick  Ferguson,  embarked  at  New- 
York  on  board  galleys  and  transports,  and  made 
for  Little  Egg  Harbor  under  convoy  of  vessels 
of  war.  They  were  long  at  sea.  The  country 
heartl  of  their  cOniing;  four  privateers  put  to 
sea  and  escaped ;  others  took  refuge  up  the  river. 
The  wind  prevented  the  transports  from  entering. 
The  troops  emlwrked  m  row  galleys  and  small 
crafV,  and  pushed  twenty  miles  up  the  river  to 
the  village  of  Chosluut  Neck.  Here  were  bat- 
teries without  guns,  prize  ships  which  had  been 
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hoGtiljr  scaUJeil.  aud  Btur^li(iu»ee  fiir  tbc  n.'i-'K|>tiau 
of  price  goodih  Tbe  liutturies  ntiU  ■tunt-linuiKw 
ynre  ifenmltsLed,  tlie  jirixe  slu{w  burut.  tttltwurk* 
descnrvod  and  privKt«  On^Iliiiga  hucIumI  iiud  luid 
in  jubee ;  all.  it  Wiw  pretcudcd,  being  tli>'  jiixip 
enr  of  ]tetBuiiB  couoRrued  in  ]iriviitoiMlii{;.  or 
"iritose  acUvirj  ia  tht:  cuusn  iir  Anii-ricu  Mill 
■nreieu^g  perBecutitiD  uf  tbt?  lnyiUinte.  iua]'k>'it 
iboB  ouL  &£  tbe  pTojwr  ubjocu  ur  vuii|^.itit'je." 
As  tboH  jiereoDS  were  puiulMl  uuL  l>jr  ibu  t>ir)' 
ToliinieerE  of  New  Jen«y  wbo  anx)m|ttUii>id  iIjh 
expedhjun,  we  may  nuppiMi.-  bunf  fiu  |in*itlv 
piqne  Niid  utu^'bborlj'  fcull  (Uilanrd  iuli>  ihr^n 
]tfD§criptiiHifi. 

Tbc  i-cii«e]B  wb'rcl  bruugbl  tbtii  AvUki^nuimul 
being  wiuil-buuuit  fur  •evt-riil  (bij'i.  CupUiui  Kirf- 
giiMHi  hud  limt  luT  Hiiotlit-r  >:iil>rr)tri*>'.  At'iimg 
the  iartxa  deUinbed  bj  Wubiiij^ic  ii""  tl"  J"<- 
acTB  lu  cbedt  liivm  nivujiA.  km  tU  (.'•'■ini   )'U' 

panitt  uf  fiMiI.  aud  a  truu(>  rjl'  Imf" .  nftuvoml 
prinQpallr  In'  furt-ipitmi.  A  iliw-rtirf  Pxriii  Ui* 
corpk  bruugfai  word  Uf  Um  lititMJj  •'•tin 
lliat  die  li-^cMi  WBi>  tsaUMMd  dLifitt  Miil" 
op  ike  m-er  :  tlw  ii)fuib7  in  Ulnar  l*»tiM*  Ij^ 
tlieiiiittditB ;  Cuout  PubMkJ  wttK  Uw-  •m*»itf  tf 
moat  diitaifoc  inmn- 

InftniMd  of  tbwr  anu^j-  I  •*•• 

gOBun  cniiiarfcq)  in  lMMt>  "W 

fi&r  hkiu.  waeniiBd  llir  r.-  ' 

Kl  fuiif  Ju  cbe  Bawf»iiis>  «h"  •"'  •>■«•'"■"  - 
IB  whkli  tbr  JufaMtTf  Mm:   tt^ffitt^ 
*  ingia  ■aacfc,"  ■>)«  Uw  aijiMii'  U>  lu*  lA-'iiil  « 
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port,  "  liltle  qoarter  of  oooi^  codil  be  givea,  m 
there  totre  tndy  Jiee  pniontrt."  It  wu  indeed  % 
iiias«acr«  iiiaiiW  to  tliose  of  the  bajaoet-loTing 
General  Grey.  Fifty  of  the  in&ntry  were  bntch- 
erei]  od  t)ie  spot ;  otooDg  whom  were  two  of  the 
furdgu  officers,  the  BaroD  Ae  Bose  uiil  Lieuten- 
aot  d«  k  Brotlerie. 

The  cWtemig  of  hoofs  gave  note  of  the  i^ 
proach  of  Fulu-slu  and  his  horse,  whereapon  the 
British  made  a  rapid  retreat  to  U>eir  bo«U«  Mtd 
pulled  down  the  river,  snd  thus  ended  the  nW' 
iniuliiig  ex|iedition  of  CiipCain  Fergosoii,  worthj 
of  tht!  times  of  the  baccaueers.  He  attempted 
afterwards  to  excuse  )iia  wanton  buli:her/  of  nn~ 
armed  men,  by  alleging;  that  the  deserter  from 
Pulaski'H  legiou  told  him  the  count,  in  hia  gen- 
eral onler»,  forbade  all  granting  of  qaartera  ;  in- 
fomiutiou  which  proved  U>  be  fidw,  aiid  which, 
had  lie  been  a  gentlemen  of  honorable  spirit,  he 
never  would  have  believed,  espe<ually  on  tbe 
word  of  a  deserter. 

The  detachment  on  the  east  side  of  the  Hud- 
sou  lilcewiso  made  a  predatory  and  diagniceful 
foray  thim  their  lines  at  King's  Bridge,  towards 
the  American  encampment  at  Wliite  Plains,  plnn- 
deriiig  the  inluibitants  without  discrimiuation,  not 
only  of  ilieir  provi»iona  and  fornge,  but  of  the 
very  clothes  on  their  backs.  None  were  more 
elllcieut  ill  ttiis  rnva»!e  tliau  a  party  of  about  one 
hundred  of  Captain  Oouup'a  Hesnau  yagers,  and 
they  were  iu  full  muraud  between  Tarrytowu  and 
IX)bbB'  Furry,  when  a  detaclimeut  of  iiifautry 
under  Colonel   Riduud   Butler,  and  of  cuvalry 
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fTK-taiKg.  rndbg  ifc>t  Ab  a 
puring  hMibatlenri  is 
bepM  (om  ojpiBK 
nitta4,Mtd  *eC  Mil  fardat  port  lo  odnp  kfaa.  1 
fiiiaem  »ufWi<  ikel7  lo  en>«n  bis  iiIiimii :  be 
nri*«4  off  BoMon  oa  the  l*t  </  XoTenlier : 
rinl  WM  aliD  m  pott.  Sat 
eaUmA  the  fa«7,  koverer,  « 
■tonn  dr((T«  him  wit  to 
oompellFd  him  (u  pot  inla  1 
Heuiwliile  ibe  conal 
ordcrr.  ant]  (iniling  the  cout  dear,  pat  lo  a 
nuwle  the  best  of  Iu«  wajr  for  the  WeM  ] 
Prcvintu  k>  hU  ilepsulare  he  iMoed  a  p 
cUUmI  tliH  28Ui  of  October,  ad(lr««£«l  to  the 
Frciiiih  inhabiUoU  of  Caokda.  ioritiag  them  to 
rcHiimc  nlloginnpe  to  ibeir  former  soTereigo.  Tlua 
WM  u  miULiure  in  whirfa  he  was  not  antboriznl 
hj  iniiructioiiii  from  his  goremnjent.  and  which 
wa«  cnlcuUted  lo  awaken  a  JealonHjr  in  the  Amer- 
ican mliid  as  lo  ihe  uldmate  vietvs  of  France 
ill  taking  a  part  in  thia  contest.     It  added  to  the 
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being  ihe  remnaut  or  hd  arniy  nitb  which  that 
officer  hful  inraded  Florida  in  the  preceding  sum< 
mer,  but  hnd  Xumn  obliged  to  evftcunte  it  by  a 
murlHl  maltid;  which  desolated  bix  camp. 

Lieutcufuit-colonel  CHinpbell  landed  his  troops 
on  llie  29lh  of  December,  about  three  miles  below 
the  town.  Tbe  tvhol«  countr;  bordering  the  river 
is  a  deep  morass,  cut  up  b;  creeks,  and  only  to 
bo  traveried  by  causeways.  Over  one  of  these, 
six  hundi-ed  yards  in  length,  with  a  dilch  on  each 
Nde,  Colonel  Campbell  adranced,  putting  to  flight 
a  small  pnrlj  stationed  to  guard  it.  General 
Howe  bad  puNied  his  little  army  on  the  main  road 
with  the  river  on  his  left  and  u  moniss  in  frooU 
A  negro  gave  Campbell  iufonnation  of  a  path  lead- 
ing through  the  morass,  by  which  troops  might  get 
Uuobderved  to  the  rear  of  the  Americaos.  Sir 
James  Baird  was  detached  with  the  light  infantry 
by  tbi»  path,  while  Colonel  Campbell  advanced  in 
front  The  Americans,  thus  suddenly  attacked  in 
front  and  rear,  were  completely  routed  ;  upwards 
of  one  hundred  were  either  killed  on  tbe  spot,  or 
perished  in  ihe  morass ;  tbiriy-ei;iht  officers  and 
four  hundred  and  Sfteen  privates  were  taken  pris- 
oners, and  the  rest  retraaled  up  the  Savannah 
River  Aud  crossed  into  South  Carolina.  Savan- 
nah, the  capital  of  Geoi^ia,  was  taken  pcsseseion 
of  by  the  victors,  will)  cannon,  military  stores,  and 
provisions;  their  loss  was  only  seven  killed  and 
nineteen  wounded. 

Colonel  Campbell  conducted  himself  with  great 
moiteration ;  protecting  the  persons  and  properly 
of  tho  inhabitants,  and  proclaiming  security  and 
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&vor  Xo  alt  thnt  should  return  to  Ihcir  alle^nnce. 
Numbers  id  consequence  flocked  to  the  Briii^h 
standard;  the  lower  part  of  Georgia  whs coiisid- 
ered  afl  subdued,  and  posts  were  ealnfalisiied  hy 
the  British  lo  mainlain  poFiRessioii. 

While  Colonel  Campbell  hnJ  thus  i:iviided 
Georgia  in  front.  General  Prerofl,  who  com- 
manded the  British  forces  in  Flurida,  hail  received 
orders  from  Sir  Heury  Cliuion  to  take  it  in  flank. 
He  accordingly  traversed  deserts  to  its  southern 
Ironlier,  took  Suiibury,  the  only  remaining  fort  of 
icaportance,  and  marched  to  Savannah,  where  he 
assumed  the  general  command,  detaching  Colonel 
(^umpbell  against  Augusta.  By  the  middle  of 
JftDuary  (1779)  all  Georgia  was  reduced  to  sub- 
mission. 

A  more  experienced  American  general  than 
Howe  had  by  this  time  arrived  to  tuke  command 
of  the  Southern  Department  —  Mnjor-general  Lin- 
coln, who  had  gained  such  reputation  in  the  cam- 
pMgn  against  Burgoyne,  and  whose  appointment 
to  this  stittion  had  been  solicited  by  the  delegates 
fivm  South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  He  had  re- 
ceived hia  orders  from  Washington  in  the  begin- 
ning of  October.  Of  his  operations  at  the  South 
we  shall  have  occasion  to  speak  hereafter. 


CHAPTER  XXXVin. 

Winlcr  C»nlonm™ti!  of  Ihe  Americaii  Army.  —  Wj.«liinclnii 
■I  Mirtdlebrook.  —  Plan  of  Alarm  8i(fii«l»  for  the  Jerwrv 
Lubysdii'a  Projecl  for  an  [orBHini  of  C<iuul«.  —  Favored  bf 
Oonffresi.  — Condouineil   by   Waehington,  — Relinnuuhad. 

—  WasbingtoQ  In  Philndelphia.  — Ths  War  Spirit  d«din- 
ing.  —  DlBHennioiiB  la  Congtwa.  —  Sectional  Feelinp. — 
Falriotic  Appeal*  of  Wanhington. —Plant  Ibr  Um  Xnct 
Campaign.  —  Indian  Atrocities  1i>  be  repieased.  —  Avanging 
Eipeilition  aelon  Kool —  Disconlant*  of  llie  .lereey  Troopa. 

—  AppMMd  by  Ihe  Inlerft rence  of  Wasliingtmi.  —  8a«es». 
nil  Caiiipait^  Bgainet  tbe  Indians. 

RS^3|B01TT tlie  bcgiimingof  December,  Wash- 
^M^^  ingloD  dislri bitted  liis  troops  for  tbe 
jjESfii  wjiilcr  in  a  lino  of  strong  TOUlonments 
exH-THling  Trom  Long  Island  SoDBd  lo  the  Dct»- 
wure.  Gcnernl  Pulnum  commanded  at  Danbury, 
General  McDougall  in  the  Higblaiuts,  while  ilie 
hend-quarler*  of  llie  commander-in-chief  were 
near  BliUdleljrook  in  iho  Jt)rw>ys.  The  objects 
Qf  this  aiTHDgemeiit  were  the  protection  of  the 
(»untry,  tbe  Becurity  of  the  important  posts  on 
the  Hudson,  and  the  safely,  discipline,  and  easy 
subeistcuce  of  the  array. 

In  the  course  of  this  winter  he  devised  a  plan 
of  alarm  signals,  which  General  Philemon  Dick- 
inson was  employed  to  carry  into  ctFccL  On 
Butlle    Uill,  wbidi    oommanded  a    vtisl  map  of 
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country,  sentinels  kept  watch  dny  and  night. 
Should  there  be  an  irruption  of  the  enemy,  ao 
eighteen  pounder,  called  the  Old  Sow,  Sred  every 
half  hour,  giive  the  tilnrm  in  the  diiy-time  or  iu 
dark  and  Btormy  nights  ;  an  immense  fire  or 
beacon  at  other  times.  On  the  booming  of  that 
heavy  gun,  lights  spi'ang  up  froni  hill  to  hill  along 
the  difforeiit  ranges  of  beighta ;  the  country  waa 
MTouKed,  and  the  ycomnnry,  hastily  armed,  hurried 
(0  their  gathering  phices. 

Washington  whs  now  doomed  to  eiperienoe 
great  loss  in  the  narrow  circle  of  tho»e  about 
him,  OD  whose  attachment  and  devotion  he  could 
place  implicit  reliance.  The  Marquis  Lufayctt^, 
seeing  no  immediHte  prospect  of  active  employ- 
ment in  the  United  Stjites,  and  anticipating  a  war 
on  the  continent  of  Europe,  was  disposed  to  re- 
turn to  France  to  ufTer  his  services  to  his  sove- 
reign ;  desirous,  however,  of  preserving  a  relation 
with  America,  he  merely  solicited  from  Congress 
the  liberty  of  going  home  for  the  next  winter ; 
engaging  himself  not  to  depart  until  certain  that 
the  campaign  was  over.  Washington  backed  his 
application  for  a  An-lough,  as  an  .arrangement 
that  would  still  link  him  with  the  service ;  express- 
ing bis  reluctance  to  part  with  an  officer  who 
united  "to  all  the  military  fire  of  youth  an  un- 
common maturity  of  judgment"  Congress  in 
consequence  granted  the  marquis  an  unlimited 
leave  of  absence,  to  return  to  America  whenever 
be  should  Hud  it  conveuienL 

The  marquis,  in  truth,  was  full  of  a  grand  pro- 
ject for  the  following  summer's  campaign,  which 
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he  was  auxioua  to  lay  before  the  cabinet  of  Ver- 
Hiilles  ;  it  WH.>)  to  effect  ilia  conquest  of  Canoila  bj 
the  combined  forces,  navikl  nnd  miliinrj,  of  Fmnce 
and  the  Uiiiled  States.  Of  eouree  it  embraced  a 
wide  scope  of  operAiions.  One  bod^  of  American 
troops  wus  to  be  directed  ngninst  Detroit ;  another 
Bgaiiut  Niagara ;  a  third  was  to  seize  Oswego, 
launch  a  flotilla,  and  get  command  of  Lake 
Ontario ;  nud  a  fourth  to  penetrate  Canada  by  the 
river  St.  Francis,  aud  secure  Montreal  and  the 
posts  on  Lake  ChamplaJn.  Wliile  the  Americans 
thus  invaded  Upper  Canada,  n  French  fleet  with 
live  thousand  men  was  to  ascend  llie  S(.  Lnwreiice, 
and  make  an  attack  on  Quebec  The  scheme 
met  the  approbation  of  a  great  majority  in  Coa- 
gress,  who  ordered  it  to  be  communicated  to  Dr. 
Franklin,  then  minister  at  Paris,  to  be  laid  by  him 
before  the  French  cabinet  Previous  to  n  tlnnl 
determination,  the  Ilouse  prudently  conflulled  the 
opinion  of  the  commander-in-chief.  Wnshington 
opposed  the  scheme,  both  by  letter  and  in  « 
personal  interview,  with  Congress,  as  loo  com- 
plicated and  eslensive,  aud  reijiiiring  too  great  re- 
sources in  men  aud  money  to  be  nnderlaken  with 
a  prospect  of  success.  He  opposed  it  also  on 
political  grounds.  Though  it  had  apparently 
originated  in  a  proposition  of  the  Marquis  La- 
fayette, it  might  have  had  its  birth  in  the  French 
cabinet,  with  a  view  to  some  ulterior  objecL  He 
suggested  the  danger  of  introducing  a  large  body 
of  French  troops  into  Canada,  and  putting  them 
in  possession  of  the  capital  of  a  province  attached 
to  them  by  all  the  lies  of  blood,  habits,  manners, 


religion,  and  former  connection  of  government. 
Let  UB  realize  for  a  moraent,  said  he,  tlie  striking 
odvanlages  France  would  derive  from  the  pos- 
u  of  Canada  ;  an  extensive  (en'ilory,  abouud- 

aupplies  for  the  uxe  af  ber  islands ; . 
e  of  tliG  most  beaeticial  commerce  nith  the 
Indian  nations,  which  site  might  then  monopolize  ; 
ports  of  her  own  on  this  contiaeot  independent 
of  the  precarious  good-will  of  an  ally  ;  the  whole 
trade  of  Newfouodlaud  whenever  she  pleased  to 
engross  it,  the  finest  nursery  for  seameD  in  the 
world  ;  and  finally,  the  faeility  of  awing  and  cou- 
tralling  tliese  Slal«s,  the  natural  and  most  formida- 
ble rival  of  every  maritime  power  in  Europe. 
All  these  advantages  he  teared  might  prove  too 
great  a  temptation  to  he  resisted  by  itny  power 
actuated  by  the  common  maxims  of  national  policy; 
and,  with  all  his  confidence  in  the  favorable  senli- 
menls  of  France,  he  did  not  think  it  politic  to 
eubjet^  her  disinterestedness  to  such  a  trial.  "  To 
waive  every  other  consideration,"  said  he,  grandly, 
in  the  conclusion  of  a  letter  to  the  President  of 
Congress,  "  I  do  not  like  to  add  lo  the  number  of 
onr  national  obligations,  1  would  wish,  as  much 
as  possible,  to  avoid  giving  a  foreign  power  new 
claims  of  merit  for  services  performed  lo  the 
United  Stales,  and  would  ask  no  assistance  that 
is  not  indispensable." 

The  strenuous  and  far-eeeing  opposition  of 
Washington  was  at  length  effectual ;  nud  the 
magnificent,  but  hazardous  scheme,  was  entirely, 
though  slowly  and  reluctantly  abandoned,  It  ap- 
pears since,  that  the  cabinet  of  France  had  really 
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wliicti  iri^pirtd  othen  with  amfidem 
witti  fujlidludc  The  alUaiice  wiiJi  France  \tA 
produced  a  biuierul  feeliiig  of  security,  whidi,  il 
iip[iei>red  to  hini,  wns  pBTalyxing  ibe  energies  of. 
the  CDitnir/.  England,  it  was  tboogbt,  vtcmU 
now  be  loo  much  occupied  in  secoring  ber  po- 
ftilioD  in  Eurupe,  lo  increase  her  Torce  or  exUnl 
her  operntiona  in  America.  Majijr,  likerefani 
considered  ihe  war  as  vinuallj  at  an  end ;  and 
were  iiuwilling  to  make  the  sacriiices,  or  suppi/ 
tLe  iiieBU«  necessary  for  important  military  nnder- 
tahingx, 

DlMMmEions,  too.  nnd  party  fends  were  breaking 
out  in  Congress,  owing  to  Ibe  relaxation  of  that 
external  pre^ure  of  a  common  and  iiDmiDeot 
danger,  which  had  heretofore  pro(iuc«.-d  ft  unity 
of  aenliment  and  action.  That  imgust  body  had, 
ill  fact,  greatly  deteriorated  since  the  commeacc- 
mciit  of  the  war.  Many  of  those  whose  names 
hnd  been  as  watchwords  at  the  Declaration  of 
Iiiilependence,  iind  withdrawn  from  the  nalioual 
coudciU;  occupied  either  by  their  indlridiia]  af- 
fairs, or  by  the  ofiaira  of  their  individual  Stales, 
Washington,  whose  comprehensive  palriotbm  em- 
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braced  ibe  wholu  Union,  deprecated  and  deplored 
the  dawtiitig  of  iLis  sectional  spirit.  America,  he 
declared,  had  never  stood  in  more  imminent  need  of 
the  wise,  patriotic,  and  spiriled  exertions  of  lier 
BODS  ihaa  at  this  period.  Ttie  Slates,  separatelj, 
were  too  much  engaged  in  their  local  concerns,  and 

I  had  witlidrawD  loo  many  of  their  ablest  men  from 
the  general  council,  ibr  the  good  of  the  common 
weal.  "Our  political  system,"  observed  he,  "is 
like  the  meehonism  of  a  clock  ;  it  ia  useless  to  keep 
tiie  smaller  wheels  in  order,  if  the  greater  one,  the 
prime  mover  of  the  whole,  is  neglected."  It  was 
his  wish,  therefore,  that  each  Stale  should  not 
only  choose,  but  absolutely  compel  its  ablest  men 
to  attend  Congress,  instructed  to  investigate  and 
reform  public  abuses. 

»  Nothing  can  exceed  liis  appeal  to  the  patriot- 
ism of  his  native  Stale,  Virginia,  in  a  letter  to 
Colonel  Harrison,  the  speaker  of  Its  House  of 
Delegates,  written  on  the  30th  of  December. 
"  Our  affairs  are  in  a  moi-e  distressed,  ruinous,  and 
deplorable  couditiun  than  they  hare  been  since 
the  commencement  of  the  war.  By  a  faithful 
laborer,  then,  in  die  cause ;  by  a  man  who  is  daily 
injuring  his  private  estate  without  the  smallest 
earthly  advantage,  not  common  to  all  in  case  of  a 
litvorable  issue  to  the  dispute ;  by  one  who  wishes 
the  prosperity  of  America  most  devoutly,  but  sees 
it,  or  thinks  he  sees  it,  on  the  brink  of  ruin;  you 
are  besought  most  earnestly,  my  dear  Colonel 
Harrison,  to  exert  yourself  iu  endeavoring  to  res- 
i  we  your  country,  by  sending  your  best  and  ablest 
1  to   Congress.     Tlie°e   characters    must  not 


UF£  OF  WASBISGTQjr. 


•Imnber  nor  ilcep  at  borne  in  todi 
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I  State,  whHe  the 


!  nuntUltiriDg  and  anking  ] 


called  u 


ir  1 1 

e  of  the  ti 


B  picture  o 

men,  frrira  whfti  I  liare  seen,  heard,  aad  in  part 
kDOwr.  I  Bhould  in  one  word  m/,  thai  idleMas, 
diBgipBiion,  and  estravagauce  seem  to  have  bid 
fait  hold  of  most  of  them:  that  speculation,  pec- 
ulation, and  an  insatiable  Ihirat  for  riches,  » 
to  have  got  the  belter  of  every  other  considei«- 
tioii,  and  almost  of  every  order  of  men ;  that 
party  diitpnles  and  penonal  quarrels  are  the  great 
buHJiiCM  of  the  day  ;  while  the  momentous  c 
ceriu  of  an  empire,  a  great  and  accumalating 
debt,  ruined  tinancea,  depreciated  money, 
want  of  credit,  which  in  its  cooiseqneitces  is 
want  of  everything,  are  but  secondary  coni<id 
lions,  and  postponed  from  day  lo  day,  from  we«k 
to  wetk,  as  tf  our  afTaira  wore  the  moat  promis- 
ing iifipcci In  the  present  BiiuBtion 

of  Lhing«,  I  cannot  help  asking  where  are  Maaon, 
Wythu,  Jefferson,  Nicliolaa,  Pendleton,  Nelson, 
and  anolher  I  could  name?  And  why,  if  yon 
aro  BuflluJeiUly  impressed  with  your  danger,  do 
you  not,  OS  New  York  has  done  in  the  case  o* 
Mr.  liny,  send  an  extra  member  or  two,  for  t 
least  a  limited  ^me,  till  the  great  business  of  the 
nation  in  put  upon  a  more  respectable  and  happy 
establishment?  ....  I  confess  to  you  I 
foel  more  real  distress  on  account  of  the  present 


I 
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■ppenraucs  of  things,  tbnn  I  have  done  aX  any 
one  time  since  (be  commencemeQt  of  the  dis- 
pute." 

Nothing  seems  to  have  disgusted  liim  more 
during  his  visit  to  FhilAiIelpiiia,  than  the  manuer 
in  which  the  conceriis  of  tliu  patriot  camp  were 
forgotten  amid  the  revelry  of  the  capital.  ■>  Aa 
assembly,  a  cuocert,  a.  ditmer,  a  supper,  that  will 
cost  three  or  four  hundred  pounds,  will  not  only 
take  off  men  from  acting  in  this  business,  but 
even  from  thinking  of  it;  while  a  great  part  of 
the  officers  of  our  array,  from  absolute  necessity, 
are  quitting  ihe  service,  and  the  more  virtuous 
few,  rather  than  do  this,  are  sinking  by  sure  de- 
grees into  beggary  and  want." 

In  discussing  the  policy  to  he  observed  In  the 
next  campaign,  Washington  presumed  the  enemy 
would  maiiitniii  their  present  posts,  and  conduct 
the  war  as  heretofore  ;  in  which  case  he  was  for 
remaining  entirely  on  the  defensive ;  with  the  ex- 
ception of  such  minor  operations  as  might  be  nec- 
essary to  check  tlie  ravages  of  (he  Indiiins.  The 
oounlrj,  he  observed,  was  in  a  languid  and  ex- 
hausted slate,  and  had  need  of  repose.  The  in- 
terruption to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  the  many 
hands  abstracled  from  husbandry  by  military  ser- 
Tice,  had  produced  a  scarcity  of  bread  and  forage, 
and  rendered  it  difficult  to  subsist  large  armies. 
Neil  her  was  it  easy  to  recruit  these  armies^ 
There  was  abundance  of  employment ;  wages 
high,  the  value  of  money  was  low;  coosc- 
queuily  there  was  but  liiilu  temptation  to  enlist. 
FIouB  had  been  adopted  to  remedy  the  deranged 


■'as 


Lift  or   srjtABlSGTOg. 


itola  of  the  tamaej,  \mi  tiKj  wmU  1 
opentioB.    Gnat  etaoamj  bmm  is 
time  be  otiMvml  in  tlw  pabGe  gupewKt 

Tin  parttd|wl)ni  of  Fmec  ■  iIk 
mi  the  pnMpMi  tet  SpM  wosU 
brriled  with  En^Mta,  mnt  Mftualj  dnide  Ae 
ftttenllMi  of  ibe  enemy,  aod  eOow  A( 
breathing  lime;  ibeae  and  hhT 
were  urgeA  hj  Wa»hiiigfa]D  in  fiivoroTi 
policy.  One  sing^  eiceptkn  was  ami 
The  horrible  ravages  and  nai 
b]r  the  Indiana  and  ibetr  torj  allies  al 
bad  beeu  followed  bj  sinular  alrodtiea 
Valtey,  in  tlw  Stole  oT  New  York,  and 
•igiial  vmgeanee  to  prevent  r  repetition.  WiMb- 
ingtOR  Itnew  by  experience  that  Indian  var&n:, 
to  be  efleciive,  tiltould  never  be  merely  de£en=rve, 
but  mnit  be  carried  into  the  enemy's  muniry. 
The  Six  Nalionm  the  most  civilized  of  the  mrage 
Iriben,  hwl  proved  llietnselves  the  most  formida- 
blit.  His  idea  was  to  make  war  apoo  tliem  in 
tlieir  own  style ;  peniitrale  their  country,  lay  waste 
their  villagus  and  selclemenlB,  and  at  the  same 
lime  dcRlroy  the  British  post  at  Niagara,  that 
iicmling  pliuw  of  turies  and  refugees. 

The  policy  thus  reoummended  whs  adopted  by 
CoiigrcM.  An  expedition  was  set  on  foot  to  carry 
lltnt  pnrl  relnlive  to  the  Indiana  into  exeruiion : 
•Inil  hem  a  circumelnnce  occurred,  which  Wtish- 
iiifflon  dw^lared  gave  him  more  pnin  llinn  any- 
thing tliHt  hnd  hnppeued  in  the  war.  A  Ji:r»y 
lirigniio  being  ordered  to  march,  the  officers  of 
thn  flritt  regimeut  hesitated  to  obey.     By  the  de- 
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prccmtioD  of  ptiper  money,  itieir  pay  was  iucom- 
petent  to  their  support;  it  was.  Id  fact,  merely 
Dominal ;  the  consequence  vies,  as  they  alleged, 
that  they  were  loaded  with  debt,  and  ihcir  fomi- 
Ites  at  home  were  starving ;  yet  the  Leglshiture 
of  Iheir  Stale  tnriied  a  deaf  ear  to  their  complaints. 
Thus  ^grieved,  ihey  addressed  a  remonstrance  to 
the  Legislature  on  the  subject  of  their  pay,  inti- 
mating that,  should  it  not  receive  the  immediate 
attention  of  that  body,  they  might,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  three  days,  be  considered  as  having  re- 
signed, and  other  officers  might  bo  appointed  iu 
their  place. 

Here  was  one  of  the  many  dilemmas  which 
called  for  the  judgment,  moderation,  and  great 
personal  weight  and  influence  of  Washington. 
He  was  eminently  the  soldier's  friend,  but  he  was 
no  less  thoroughly  the  patriot  general.  He  knew 
and  felt  the  privations  and  distresses  of  the  army, 
and  the  troth  nf  the  grievances  complained  of;  but 
he  saw,  also,  the  evil  consequences  that  might  re- 
sult from  such  a  course  as  that  which  tlie  officers 
bad  adopted.  Acting,  therefore,  as  a  mediator, 
be  corroborated  the  slalementa  of  the  complain- 
ants on  the  one  hand,  urging  ou  goveriiment  the 
necessity  of  a  more  general  and  adequate  provis- 
ion for  the  officers  of  the  army,  and  the  danger 
of  subjecting  them  to  too  severe  and  continued 
privations.  On  the  other  hand,  he  represented  to 
the  offi eel's  the  difScuities  with  which  government 
itself  had  to  contend  from  a  deranged  currency  and 
exhausted  resources ;  and  the  unavoidable  delays 
^^         that  consequently  impeded    its    moneyed    opera- 


honor  at  hoime  and  abntA,  had  mmfiimi  has 
mlinitol  eDB6iIena  ia  llwir  rirtae.  Mid  okmM 
hfn  uttidal  ever;  peri^exitj  and  lemM  of  far- 
laiM  lo  wbicb  the  tmiknai  aSairs  had  heca  «K> 
poMd.  "  Now  that  wc  hare  nade  n  gnat  « 
prugytai  to  the  fMutauoA  ot  the  cad  we  ha>«  in 
riflw,"  otiaeiTed  he,  "  aajthmg  like  a  chaage  of 
oofKliict  wiwld  impljr  ■  verj  nahap^  fhiii^,ii  ti 
principle,  ami  a  (brgetfolneM,  u  wdl  of  what  wa 
owe  to  ounclTM,  m  tn  oar  crDuntry.  Did  I  np- 
(MM  it  iKxuible  thia  could  be  the  caae  ereD  io  ft 
aioKle  regiment  of  the  army,  I  sboulil  be  morti- 
fied and  chagrined  beyond  ezprcMtou.  I  fboald 
Tm)!  ii  iu>  a  wound  given  to  utj  own  booor,  which 
I  omiiiiitcr  a»  embarked  with  that  of  the  armj  at 
Urge. 

"  Bui  the  gentlemen,"  adds  he,  "canool  be  in 
eernefit ;  thej  cannot  Mriously  intend  aajthing 
Uial  would  be  a  Bluin  on  their  former  repuiatioo. 
Tliiiy  linvR  only  reiuoned  WToag  abani  the  nieaiis 
of  oblainirig  h  good  end;  aud  on  (nnsideration,  I 
lio{)e  Biul  fInlUir  iny»elf  thuj  will  renoance  whst 
Muit  uiiiwar  to  be  improper.  At  the  opening  of 
n  campn'ufn,  wlmn  under  murcliing  orders  for  an 
im|Hirttiiil  wrvice,  their  own  lioaor.  diitjr  to  the 
publiu  null  to  tlirmHelTes,  and  a  regard  to  mili- 
twy  pro{iri(ity,  will  not  suffer  them  to  peraiaE  in 
a  ineMuru  which  would  be  a  violation  of  them 
all.  It  will  even  wound  their  deli<scy,  coollj'  to 
relleat  that  they  have  baiardod  a  Ht«p  which  has 
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ftn  kir  at&tatiag  to  their  ocMintij,  bj  uking  nA' 
VMtUkge  of  tbe  DecMti^  of  llie  noment ;  lor  tha 
deelMmiioa  the;  haiTC  noMde  U  Um  Slate,  kI  m 
ended  ■  tne,  that  mlew  tbey  obtain  relief  in 
tha  shd«  pwiod  trf  thfM  dajs,  the;  mujt  be  con- 
aidend  oat  of  the  serriee,  has  *«ry  much  Uutt 
Mpect.' 

TbeK  and  other  obserratioos  of  similiur  pur- 
port, vren  ooDtained  iu  a  letter  to  General  Max- 
wall,  thur  eotumander,  to  be  laid  berot«  ilie  of- 
Stan.  It  ptodnoed  a  respectful  reply,  but  one 
~  I  disposition  to  swen'e  IWim 
AAer  reiterating  tbeir  griev- 
ances, -  we  are  sorry,'*  added  they,  "  ibnt  you 
should  imagine  we  meant  to  disobey  orders  It 
was  and  is  Mill  our  detenntnation  to  mnrcb  with 
our  regiment,  and  to  do  the  duty  of  oHievrs  until 
tbe  L^islature  shall  hate  a  reasouable  t!m«  to 
appoint  others,  but  no  longer.  Wu  beg  leave  to 
assure  your  Excellency,  that  we  have  the  highest 
■euM  of  your  ability  and  virtues;  that  executing 
your  orders  lias  ever  given  ns  pleasure  ;  that  we 
love  tbe  service,  and  love  oor  country;  —  but 
when  that  country  gels  so  lost  to  virtue  and  jus- 
tice, as  to  forget  to  support  its  servaui?.  it  then 
becomes  their  duty  to  retire  from  iis  service  " 

A  commander  of  less  tnagnauimiiy  than  Wash- 
ington, would  have  answered  this  letter  by  a  stern 
exercise  of  military  rule,  and  driven  the  really 
aggrieved  parties  lo  eiirumity.  He  nobly  con- 
tented himseif  with  tbe  fullowiug  comnieul  ou  it, 
fbrmiog  a  paragrupb  of  h  Idler  to  Geuenil  Max- 
well.    *■  I  urn  sorry  the  gentlemen  persist  iu  the 
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principles  which  dictAled  the  slep  they  have  taken ; 
as,  the  more  the  &Sh\t  unfuldB  ilself,  the  more 
reaaon  I  sen  to  disnpprove  it.  Itut  iti  the  present 
view  they  hiive  of  the  matter,  and  with  Iheir  prea- 
eut  feelingc,  it  is  not  probahle  any  new  arguiueui 
that  could  be  oflered  would  have  inore  iiifliibDcc 
than  the  former.  While,  therefore,  the  genllemeu 
coutitiue  iti  the  execution  of  ibeir  duly,  hs  ihty 
declure  them^'lves  heartily  disposed  to  do,  I  sbftU 
only  regret  that  ibey  have  taken  a  step  of  which 
they  must  Iiereufier  see  the  impropriety." 

The  Legislature  of  New  Jersey  imilaled  the 
forbearance  of  Waabinglon,  Compounding  with 
their  pride,  they  let  ihe  officers  know  that  on  their 
withdrawing  ihe  memorial,  the  subject-mntier  of 
it  would  be  promptly  attended  to.  It  was  with- 
drawn. Resolutions  were  iinmeilialely  pussed, 
granting  pecuniary  supplies  to  both  officers  and 
soldiers.  The  money  was  forthwith  forwarded 
to  camp,  and  the  brigade  marched. 

Such  was  the  paternal  spirit  exercised  by 
Washington,  in  all  the  diHicultiea  and  discontents 
of  the  army.  How  clearly  lie  understood  the 
genius  and  circumstances  of  the  people  he  was 
called  upon  to  manage ;  and  how  truly  was  he 
their  protector  even  more  thun  their  commander! 

We  Bhull  briefly  dispose  of  the  Indinn  cam- 
paign. Tlie  tirst  act  was  au  expedition  from  Port 
Schuyler  by  Colonel  Van  Schaick,  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Willett,  and  Major  Cochran,  with  about 
six  hundred  men,  who,  on  the  19lh  of  April,  sur- 
prised the  towns  of  the  Onondagns  ;  destroyed  the 
whole  settlement,  and  returned  to  the  fori  without 
the  loss  of  a  single  man. 
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The  great  expedition  of  the  CBinpflign,  how- 
ever, wfts  in  revenge  of  the  massacre  of  Wyo- 
miog.  Early  in  the  summer,  three  thousand  men 
assembled  in  thitt  lately  desolnted  region,  and 
conducted  by  General  Sullivan,  moved  up  the 
west  branch  of  the  Siisqnehanna  into  the  Heneca 
country.  While  on  the  way,  they  were  joined  by 
a  parL  of  the  ivestern  army,  under  General  Jiimea 
Clinton,  who  had  come  from  the  valley  of  the 
Mohawk  by  Otsego  Lake  aad  the  east  branch  of 
the  Susquehanna.  The  united  forces  nmoiiitted 
to  about  five  thousand  men,  of  which  Sullivan 
had  the  general  command. 

The  Indians,  and  iheir  allies  the  tones,  had  re- 
ceived information  of  the  intended  invasion,  and 
appeared  io  arms  to  oppose  it.  They  were  much 
inferior  iu  force,  however,  being  about  fifteen 
hundred  Indians  and  two  hundred  white  men, 
commanded  by  the  two  Bullers,  Johnson,  and 
Brunt  A  battle  look  place  at  Newtown  on  the 
29th  of  August,  in  which  ihey  were  easily  de- 
feated. Sullivan  then  pushed  forward  into  the 
heart  of  ihe  Indian  country,  peuelrating  as  far  as 
Ihe  Genesee  River,  laying  everything  waste,  set- 
ting fire  lo  deserted  dwellings,  destroying  corn- 
fields, orchards,  gardens,  everything  that  could 
give  sustenance  to  man,  the  design  being  lo  starve 
the  Indians  ont  of  the  country.  The  liilier  re- 
treated before  him  with  their  families,  and  at 
length  look  refuge  under  the  protection  of  the 
British  garrison  at  Niagara.  Having  completed 
his  errand,  Sullivan  returned  to  Eastou  in  Penn- 
sylvania.     The  thanks  of  Congress  were  voted 
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to  Ub  aad  bii  anoj,  bul  be  dwrd;  leagued  kn 
w— iiiMjM  OB  accuont  of  iH  bealli^  aad  letirad 
Ann  dKacrnce. 

and  Bn>dlM>d,  tea  PiUahBg  i«  die  Alleghuj. 
•gunst  ilie  Uinga^  Hyneejr,  mmd  SeoeeB  tnl», 
wjtb  BDHikr  resolli.  The  wui^iai  of  Waehing- 
l0B*a  pcJi^  of  onyiag  Uie  max  agwaH  the  I&- 
di>M  iaio  ilieir  eounnj,  and  ooaduding  il  in  llicir 
owB  WSJ  wae  a^ipaieat  from  Uw  geueral  iatlai- 
datioa  produced  amouj;  the  tribns  bf  these  expe- 
diiiutu,  aud  tJie  butKeqaeni  iafrequencj  of  ibeir 
nuirderoiu  inairftimu- ;  the  iustigatioo  of  wbiob 
hj  the  Britisb,  hod  beeu  ihe  n 
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redator]-  Warfare  of  Ibe  Enemy.  —  RaragH  in  Ilie  Chcra- 
fUke—  Knttililies  on  the  BudBon.— VcrplantkV  I'oint  nnd 
SlODV  roinl  liken.  —  Capture  o(  New  HsTca.  —  Fairfield 
•ndNorwalk    destroyed — Wanliington   plana   a  Counter 
Btroke — Slormlng  of  Slony  Point.  — Generous  I*lter  of 

1  of  Sir  Ileurjp  ClintoD  muBt 
have  been  mortifying  in  the  extreme  to 
«n  officer  of  lofty  ambitloD  and  generous 
aims.     His  force,  between  sixteen  and  seventeen 
thousand  strong,  nas  superior  in  nnmber,  discipline, 
and  equipment  to  that  of  Wnahinglon  ;  yet  his  in< 
BtrucCions  confined  him  lo  a  predatory  warfare,  car- 
ried on  by  attoclcB  and  marauda  at  distant  points, 
harassing,  it  is  true,  yet  irritating  lo  the  country 
intended  to  be  conciliated,  and  brutalizing  to  his 
own  soldiery.     Such  was  the  nature  of  an  expedi- 
tion set  OD  foot  against  the  commerce  of  the  Chesa- 
peake; by  which  commerce  the  armies  were  sup- 
plied and  the  credit  of  the  government  sustained. 
On  the  ifth  of  May,  a  squadron  under  Sir  Ceot^ 
Collier,  convoying    tmnsporla    and   galleys,  with 
twenty-five  hundred  men,  commanded  by  General 
Mathews,    entered  these   waters,   look  possession 
^^       of  Portsmonlh  without  op[K)sitiou,  sent  out  armed 
^^      parties  against  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Gosporl,  Kt^mp's 
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Lftniliag,  tmA  other  neighboring  places,  where 
were  immeuse  quantities  of  provisions,  nnvol  an^ 
military  sLorea,  and  merchandise  of  all  kinde;  with 
nurueroua  vessels,  some  on  the  stocks,  others  richly 
laden.  Wherever  they  went,  a  scene  of  plunder, 
conflagration,  and  destruction  ensued.  A  few 
days  sufficed  to  ravafre  the  whole  neighborhood. 

While  this  was  going  on  at  the  South.  Wash- 
ington received  intelligence  of  movements  at  New 
York  and  in  its  vicinity,  which  made  him  appre- 
hend an  expedition  against  the  Highlands  of  the 
Hudson. 

Since  the  loss  of  forts  Montgomery  and  Clin- 
ton, the  main  defenses  of  the  Highlands  had  been 
established  al  the  sudden  beud  of  the  river  where 
it  winds  between  West  Point  and  Constitution 
Island.  Two  opposite  forts  commanded  this 
bend,  and  an  iron  chain  which  was  stretched 
ocroes  it. 

Wasliington  had  projected  two  works  also  just 
below  the  Highlands,  at  Stony  Point  and  VeP- 
planck'a  Point,  to  serve  as  outworks  of  the  moun- 
tain passes,  and  to  protect  King's  Ferry,  ttie  most 
direct  and  convenient  communication  between  the 
Northern  and  Middle  States. 

A  small  but  strong  fort  had  been  erected  oo 
Verplnnck's  Point,  and  was  garrisoned  by  seventy 
men  under  Captdn  Armstrong.  A  more  im- 
portant work  was  in  progress  at  Stony  Point. 
When  completed,  these  two  forts,  on  opposite 
promontories,  would  form  as  it  were  the  lower 
gates  of  the  Highlands ;  miniature  Pillars  of 
Hercoles,  of  which  Stony  Point  was  the  Gibral- 
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To  be  at  hand  in  case  of  any  rejil  attempt 
upon  tVie  HighJaiids,  Washington  drew  up  with 
bifl  forces  in  tliat  directiou ;  moving  by  tlie  way 
of  Morristown. 

An  expedition  ap  the  Hndson  was  really  tlie 
object  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  movetneniB,  aud 
for  this  he  was  strengthened  by  the  reium  of 
Sir  George  Collier  with  his  nmramling  ships 
and  forces  from  Virginia.  On  the  30ih  of  May, 
Sir  Henry  set  out  on  his  second  grand  cruise  up 
the  Hndson,  witli  an  armament  of  about  seveiity 
sail,  great  and  small,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty 
flat  boats.  Admiral  Sir  George  Collier  com- 
manded the  armament,  and  there  was  a  land 
•force  of  about  fise  thousand  men  under  General 
Vniighan. 

The  first  aim  of  Sir  Henry  was  to  get  pos- 
session of  Stony  and  Verplanck's  Points ;  his 
former  expedition  hail  acquainted  liini  with  the 
im[)ortance  of  this  pass  of  the  river.  On  the 
morning  of  the  31st.  the  forces  were  landed  in 
two  divisionf,  the  largest  under  Gieneral  Vaughnn, 
on  the  east  siiie  of  the  river,  about  seven  or  eight 
miles  below  Verplanck'a  Point ;  the  other,  com- 
manded by  Sir  Henry  in  person,  landed  in  Hav- 
ers traw  Bay,  al>out  tliree  miles  below  Stony 
Point.  There  were  but  about  thirty  men  in  the 
nnfinished  fort ;  they  abandoned  it  on  the  ap- 
proach of  ihe  enemy,  and  retreated  into  the 
Highlands,  having  first  set  fire  to  the  block- 
house. The  British  took  quiet  posxeesiun  of 
the  fort  in  the  evening ;  dragged  up  caimon  and 
mortars  in  the  niglit,  and  at  daybreak  opened  a 


528  LIFE  OF   WASaiSGTOX. 

ftirioin  fire  npon  Fort  Lafayette.  It  was  can* 
nonailril  at  the  same  time  by  the  armcil  ressela, 
ftud  a  ilemuDHtratioD  was  made  on  it  by  the  divis- 
ion  iiuiler  Geperal  Vanghan.  Thus  snrroaiided, 
the  little  garrinon  of  seventy  men  waa  forcett  to 
■Tureiider  with  oo  other  stipulation  than  safety  to 
their  persons  and  to  the  property  they  had  in 
the  fort.  Major  Andre  was  aide-de-camp  to  Sir 
Hdnry,  Had  aign^  the  articles  of  capitnlation. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  stationed  garrisons  in  both 
postn,  Af\<\  set  to  work  with  great  activity  to  com- 
plete the  fortification  of  Stony  Point.  Hia  troops 
remained  for  several  days  in  two  divisions  on  the 
opposite  siden  of  the  river ;  the  fleet  generally 
fell  down  a  little  below  King's  Perry ;  ^me  of 
the  square-rigged  veBsels,  however,  with  others 
of  a  smaller  size,  and  llat-botiomed  boats,  liaving 
troops  on  board,  dropfwd  down  Haversiraw  Bay, 
and  finally  diniippeored  behind  the  pramontorioa 
which  ailvance  across  the  npper  part  of  the  Tap- 
pan  Sen. 

Some  of  the  movement*  of  the  enemy  per- 
]jlexe<l  Wuxhitigton  exceedingly.  He  presumed, 
however,  tliat  the  main  object  of  Sir  Henry  was 
to  get  poBMBBioD  of  West  Point,  the  gnardiaa 
fortress  of  tlic  river,  and  that  the  capture  of 
Stony  and  Verplanck's  Points  were  preparatory 
steps.  He  would  fuin  have  dislodged  him  from 
these  jiusls,  which  cut  off  all  communication  by 
the  way  of  King's  Ferry,  but  they  were  too 
strong',  lie  hod  not  the  force  nor  military  ap- 
paratus necessary.  Doferriog  any  attempt  on 
them  for  the  present,  he  took  tneasures  for  the 


WJ^ST  POINT  PROTECTED. 


■  froleoiion  of  Weet  Point.     Leaving  Geuerul  Put- 


'    Clove,  1 


D  and  tbe  Dtam  body  of  tbe  armj  at  Smith's 


[  the  1 


r  of 


lo  New 


I 


etraw,  he  removed  bin  liend-quarli 
Windsor,  lo  be  near^West  Point  in  case  of  need, 
and  to  press  the  compblion  of  its  works.  Gen- 
eraJ  McDougall  was  transferred  to  tbe  command 
of  tlie  Point.  Three  brigades  were  alalioned  al 
different  pkces  on  tbe  opposite  side  of  the  river, 
nnder  General  Heatli.  from  which  faltgue  parlies 
croaeed  daily  to  work  on  tbe  forti6caiiona, 

Tbia  strong  disposition  of  the  American  forces 
cheeked  Sir  Henry's  designs  against  the  High- 
lands. Contenting  himself,  therefore,  for  the 
present,  with  the  acquisition  of  Slony  nnd  Ver- 
planck's  Points,  be  returned  to  New  York ;  where 
he  soon  set  on  foot  a  desolating  expedition  along 
the  seaboiird  of  Connecticnt.  Tbat  State,  wliile 
it  furnished  the  American  armies  with  provisions 
and  recruits,  and  infested  the  sea  with  privateers, 
.  had  iittherto  experienced  nothing  of  tbe  horrors 
of  war  within  its  borders.  Sir  Henry,  in  com- 
pliance with  his  instructions  from  government, 
was  DOW  about  to  give  it  a  scourging  lesson  ;  and 
be  entertained  tbe  hope  that,  in  so  doing,  he  might 
draw  down  Washington  from  his  mountain  fust- 
nesees,  and  lay  open  the  Hudson  to  a  succeBsful 
incursion. 

General  (late  governor)  Tryon,  was  the  officer 
•elected  by  Sir  Henry  for  this  inglorious,  but  ap- 
parently congenial  service.  About  the  beginning 
of  July  he  embarked  with  two  tbousatid  six  hun- 
dred men  in  a  fleet  of  tranaporls  and  tenders,  and 
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WM  mnfojai  up  (be  %HmiI  b;  Sir  G«aigB  O^  J 
Ker  irilh  two  ikip*  nf  vnr. 

On  ikft  Sih  of  Jaty,  the  I 
?Ksw  f lavAN,  IB  tawt  diviMMM^  aoe  le^  bf  Ttjnt.  I 
tlw  Mb«r  by  BrifBdier^^oml  GvUi.  bk  lienan- 
■M.    Tby  esne  opae  die  ocigfaborfaooil  hy  m^  J 
piripe;  jM  ttM  onKti*  ■■iwfcliit;  in  I 
mitflft    ft   nunlitte   tken^  i     " 
The  Britifh  m^nKSil  Um  BD«a.  d 
Ctrl,  ami  Enok  nrdeatnyfwi 
>Mrt<>!Mr*,   with  all  [hs  ■rdlkrjr.  i 
paUie  Moren.     9ef«Tsl  pmote  h 
iina4 ;  bat  thin,  it  im>  Mid,  wm  Amm  by4 
dlcry  omtnvjr  m  ordns.    TW  «wa)^X 
tMmA  pMt  ercdk  far  IsBity  »  t  ~  ' 
■rirar—l  mdwgBi  ainriitiifing  tiM  • 
M  wrptrienawl  while  on  the  Mwrtb.  g 
mim   i>r  the   inbabitMtM  of  the   town  hM  ft 
apnn  th«m  frnm  ih«  witwinwa. 

TIh^  n«iit  |>ron>«l«il  lo  FjurfleM;  wbere.  rae 
intt  with  greater  renntan^e,  the/  thouglit  the  a 
menl  amveil  for  a  wholewme  exjtiDpie  of  seivriij. 
Acci/T'lindly.  ihcy  not  merely  Mva^  and  <te- 
oirojvd  the  piihlie  Mima  utiA  ibe  renels  in  ihe  i 
Iwrhnr,  bot  [aid  tba  town  itMlf  in  wbei.  Tba  j 
(ilitct  return  uf  lliis  naJufary  leaeon  givM  tbo  ds*  I 
ntrnclioti  or  ninclf-Mveii  dwelting-hoaMC,  siztj-  I 
■pvi^ri  bnriio  nod  itnbleo,  forty-eight  itore^OMa,  1 
llirnti  (ilnn-f  of  wonliip,  a  ciiirl-liouw,  a  jait,  a 
I  wo  trhortt-bouiei. 

Thn  *i(tht  of   ihpir   homes  laid  i]<<8olate,  a 
itifiir  ilwiillingN  wmppcd    in  flame*,  only  served  I 
ki  lutiuiwrntu  llie  iiilubitatita,  Bud  pr»dD< 
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Slermined  opposition  to  tlie  progress  of  the  de- 
rtroyers  ;  wbei-euiwn  the  ruthless  ravage  of  the 
latter  increased  as  they  advanced. 

At  Norwiilk,  wliere  they  landed  on  the  11th 
of  July,  they  hurut  one  hundred  and  thirty  dwell- 
ing-houses, eighty-seven  barns,  twenty-two  store- 
^Aonses,  seventeen  shops,  four  mills,  two  places  of 
■Worship,  and  five  vessels  which  were  in  the  har- 
bor. All  this  was  private  property,  and  the  loss 
fell  OB  individuals  engaged  in  the  ordinary  occu- 
pntiDus  of  life.  These  acta  of  devastation  were 
accompanied  by  atrocities,  inevitable  where  the 
brutal  passions  of  the  soldiery  are  aroused.  They 
were  unprovoked,  too  by  uuy  unusual  acts  of  hos- 
tility, the  militia  having  no  time  to  assemble,  ex- 
cepting in  small  parties  for  the  defense  of  their 
homes  and  firesides.  The  loss  of  the  British 
diroughout  the  whole  expedition  amounted,  ac- 
cording to  their  own  accounts,  to  twenty  killed, 
ninety-six  wounded,  and  thirty-two  missing. 
.  It  was  intended  to  crown  this  grand  ravage  by 
M  descent  on  New  London,  a  noteil  i'ende;(vous  of 
privateers;  bnt  as  greater  opposition  was  ex- 
pected there  than  at  either  of  the  other  places, 
the  wjnadrou  returned  to  Huntington  Bay,  on 
Long  Island,  to  await  reinforcements  :  and  Com- 
modore Collier  proceeded  to  Throg's  Neck,  to 
confer  with  Sir  Henry  Clinton  about  fnrdier  op- 
erations. 

In  this  conference  Sir  Henry  was  assured  that 
the  recent  expe^lition  was  producing  the  most  sal- 
utary effects  !  that  the  principal  inhabitants  were 
incensed  at  the  apathy  of  Washington  in  remain- 
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Stony  Point  ftud  Fort  Lafayette,  lie  bad  re- 
.eouuoil4.'rud  tliem  in  {jei-^oti ;  spies  linJ  been 
Qto  tijem,  atid  iti  for  motion  collected  from 

lerters.  Stony  Point  Ijaviiig  been  rcoently 
[Mreiiglbened  by  the  British,  whs  now  llie  must 

iporlant.     It  was  a  rocky  promontory  advancing 

into  the  Iludson,  which  wtishcd  three  sides  of 
A  deep  morass,  covered  at  high  WHlcr,  sepa- 
'  it  from  the  maitilaiid,  but  at  low  tide  might 
be  traversed  by  a  naiTow  causeway  and  bridge. 
The  promontory  was  crowned  by  strong  worle, 
furnished  with  heavy  oi'dnnnce,  commaDdiiig  the 
tnomaa  and  causeway.  Lower  down  were  tsvo 
rows  or  abHtia,  and  the  sliore  at  tlie  foot  of  tlte 
hill  could  ba  swept  by  vessels  of  war  anchored  in 
tbe  river.  The  garrison  was  about  mn  hundred 
Strong,  commanded  by  Lieu  tenant- colonel    John- 

To  attempt  the  surprisal  of  this  isolated  post, 
'tiiUB  strongly  fortified,  was  a  perilous  enterprise. 
General  Wayne,  Mad  Anthony  as  he  was  culled 
from  Ilia  dariug  valor,  waa  the  oificer  lo  whom 
Washington  proposed  it,  and  lie  eugag^  in  it 
with  avidity.*  According  to  Wwhiuglon's  plan, 
to  bo  attempCed  by  light  Infantry  only,  at 
liglit,  and  with  the  utmost  seci'ecy,  securing  every 
iraon  tliey  met  to  prevent  discovery.  Between 
one  and  two  hundred  chosen  men  and  officei's 
were  to  make  the  sm'prlee ;  prei-eded  by  a  van- 
guard   of  prudent,    determined    men,  well    com- 

lar  tradition,  that  trben  Wuhinglon  propused 
o  Wsyne  the  Blorming  of  Stony  Point,  tiio  reply  was,  "  Geo- 
fesial,  I'll  elunn  h— U  it  you  will  odI.v  plan  it." 
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and  drive  in  llie  goanU.  Tbe  wbeit  wCn  to  ad- 
xaaem  wUli  tixtxl  bayoDets  aud  nobiaded  mnattiB ; 
•11  tru  lo  lie  iluue  witli  the  bajooet.  TEiew  par- 
ties were  U>  be  (bUoired  by  the  muo  bodj,  •!  a 
•null  dUiauce,  bt  support  aiiJ  r^nforoe  ibem,  or 
la  bring  them  off"  iu  case  (^  failure.  All  were  tu 
wear  wbi(«  coduules  or  TeaiherK,  and  lo  lutve  ■> 
walcbwofJ,  6u  08  to  be  distinguished  from  the  en- 
L'lDj.  "  Ttie  luu&l  time  for  exploits  of  Uiia  kind," 
observes  Wasbiogton,  "Ib  a  liule  befere  day,  for 
whivb  resoOQ  a  rigilaut  ot&cer  is  then  more  oo 
tbe  watch.     I  therefore    recommend  a  midnight 

Ou  ^ttiog  poa«efigioD  of  Stony  PoitU,  Wayne 
wuB  to  turn  iU  guns  upon  Fort  Lafuyelle  and  the 
fibiiipirig.  A  deincbmeai  was  Lo  march  down  from 
West  Point  by  Pe<;lukill,  to  tliu  vioiciiiy  of  Fort 
Lafayette,  and  bold  iieelf  ready  to  join  io  ibe  at- 
tack upon  it,  aa  soon  as  the  cannonade  began  from 
Stony  Point. 

Ou  tlic  l9th  of  July,  about  mid-day,  Wayne 
mil  out  with  Ilia  light  iufaiitry  from  Sandy  Buach, 
lourloBii  iiilliM  diHlaut  from  Stony  Point.  The 
roads  were  rug;;e(l,  across  mountains,  iuorHS«es, 
and  riurruw  delites,  iu  tbe  skirts  of  the  Diiuder- 
bvrg,  where  frequently  it  vtai  necessary  to  pro- 
ceed ill  single  file.  About  eight  in  the  evening, 
they  arrived  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  torts, 
wiiliuul  being  discovered.  Not  a  dog  barked  lo 
give  Ilie  alarm  — all  tlie  dogs  iu  the  neighburhoud 
liiiil  buasu  privately  destroyed  beforcliand.  Briug- 
iug  tlie  men  to  a  btilt,  Wayue  and  his  principal 
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offioers  went  nearer,  and  mrefuUf  reconnojtered 
the  works  ami  tbeir  environs,  so  as  to  proceed 
uoderstaiuliiigly  and  wiiiiout  confusion.  Having 
nude  their  obserr^oos  the^  returned  to  the 
troops.  Uidnight,  it  will  be  recollected,  was  tlie 
time  reoommended  by  Wasbington  for  the  attack. 
About  half-past  eteveu,  ibe  wliole  moved  forward, 
guided  bj  a  negro  of  Ilie  neighborhood  wbo  had 
frequently  carried  b  fruit  hi  llie  garrison,  and 
serred  the  Americans  as  a  spy.  He  led  the  way, 
accompanied  by  two  sEoal  men  disguised  as  farm- 
ers. The  couulerstga  was  given  to  the  first  sen- 
tinel, posted  on  bigb  ground  west  of  tlie  morass. 
While  llio  uegro  talked  with  him,  the  men  seized 
u>d  gagged  biiQ.  The  sentinel  posted  al  Uie 
bead  of  the  causeway  was  served  in  the  same 
nuuuier;  so  that  hitherto  no  alarm  wa^~  given. 
The  causeway,  bowever,  was  overflowed,  and  it 
was  some  time  after  twelve  o'clock  before  the 
troops  oauld  cross ;  leaving  three  hundred  meu 
under  General  Mublenberg,  on  the  western  side 
of  tbe  morass,  as  a  reserve. 

At  the  foot  of  the  promonlory,  tbe  troops  were 
divided  into  two  columns,  for  simuliaiieous  attacks 
on  opposite  sides  of  the  works.  One  huiidrwl 
and  liAy  volunteers,  led  by  Lieuieuaut-coloiivl 
Fleury,  seconded  by  Major  Posey,  formed  ilie 
vau-guard  of  tbe  right  column.  Quo  buudrc<l 
volunieera  under  Major  Stewart,  the  rau-guiud  of 
tbe  let^  In  advance  of  each  was  a  forlorn  hope 
of  twenty  men,  one  led  by  Lieutenant  Gibbon, 
the  other  by  I^eDtenaut  Kuos  ;  it  was  their  des- 
perate duly  to  remove  tbe  abatu.     So  well  had 


STORHINU    OF  STONi'  POINT. 


537 


I 


and  came  unprovided  with  i 

for  their    bdttering  artillery.      Thia    pnrt  of  [he 

enterprise,  Iherelure,  railed  ;  Fort  LBfa3-ette  beld 

The  slorming  of  Slonj  Point  stands  out  in  high 
relief^  as  oiie  of  Uie  moal  brilliant  nchieventeuls 
of  the  war.  The  Americnna  hnil  effected  it  witb- 
OQt  firing  a  muskt^U  On  tlidr  ptirl,  il  w»s  the 
silent,  deiully  work  of  the  bnyonet ;  the  fierce  re- 
sistauce  !bey  met  at  the  outset  may  be  judged  by 
the  bBTDC  made  in  their  forlaru  hope ;  out  of 
tnenty-tivo  men.  sevenleun  were  either  killed  or 
wounded.  The  whole  loss  of  the  Americans  waa 
fifleeu  killed  and  eighty-three  wounded.  Of  the 
garrison,  aixty-tliree  were  slain,  including  two  of- 
ficers ;  five  hundred  and  fifty-three  were  taken 
prisoners,  nraong  whom  were  a  lieutenant-colonel, 
fbor  captains,  ajid  twenty-three  subaltern  officers. 

Wayne,  in  his  dispatches,  writer  :     "  Tlie  hu- 

lity  of  our  brave  soldiery,  who  scorned  to  take 
the  lives  of  a  vamjuishcd  foe  when  calling  for 
mercy,  reflects  the  highest  honor  on  ihem,  and  ac- 
counts for  the  few  of  the  enemy  killed  ou  the  oc- 
His  words  reflect  honor  on  himself. 

A  British  historian  confirms  his  eulogy.  '■  The 
conduct  of  the  Americans  upon  this  occoaiou  was 
highly  meritorious,"  writes  he  ;  "  for  they  would 
been  fully  justified  in  putting  the  garrison 
to  ihe  sword ;  not  one  mi 
death  but  in  fair  combat." 

huppy  to  record  a 


u  of  which  waa  put  !< 
n  instance  of  generous 
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Dp  ;  the  transports  and  troops  were  recalled ;  a 
forced  marcli  was  mode  (o  Dobbs'  Ferry  od  tlie 
HudsoD  ;  a  detaclimenl  was  sent  up  the  river  in 
transporiE  to  relieve  Fort  I^fayeile,  and  Sir  Henry 
fblkmred  with  a  greater  force,  hoping  Washington 
might  quit  bb  (uaineHKes,  aud  risk  a  batlle  for  tlie 
[Kisse^ion  of  Stony  Poiot. 

Again  the  Fabian  policy  of  the  American 
com  mail  der-io -chief  disappointed  the  Britii^h  gen- 
eral. Having  well  examined  the  post  in  company 
with  on  engineer  and  several  general  officers,  he 
found  thai  St  least  fiOeen  hundred  men  would  be 
required  to  munlain  it,  a  number  not  to  be  spared 
from  the  army  at  present. 

The  works,  too,  were  only  calculated  for  defeiL"e 
on  the  land  side,  and  were  open  towards  the  river, 
where  the  enemy  depended  upon  protection  from 
their  ships.  It  would  be  necessary  to  eotislrucl 
them  anew,  with  great  labor.  The  army,  also, 
wonld  have  to  be  in  the  viciuily.  too  distant  from 
West  Point  to  aid  in  completing  or  defending  its 
fortilications,  and  exposed  to  the  risk  of  a  general 
action  ou  unfavorable  terras. 

For  these  considerations,  in  which  all  his  of- 
ficers concurred,  Wosbinglon  evacnsied  ibe  post 
on  Ibe  18lh,  removing  the  cannon  and  (lores,  and 
destroying  the  works ;  afier  which  he  drew  bis 
forces  together  in  the  Higiilauds,  and  established 
his  quarters  at  West  Point,  not  knowing  but  tlutt 
Sir  Henry  might  atiempi  a  retaliatory  stroke  ou 
that  most  important  fortress.  The  latter  rcloolc 
poeseaskin  of  Stony  Point,  and  fortilied  sod  gar- 
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^n0j  to  ri*k  M  ttumpi  opoa  Ibc  t 
tlM  Qi^Iandi.     fwdinf  WMUogtM  < 
be  lenpccd  ent  of  thm,  be  ofderad  du  b 
M  bO  OBoe  Bora  down  t!be  riT«r,  maA  i 
kit  feroHr  caauafHMBt  M  PUGpriMug. 


CHAFTEB  XL. 

L"T-n:r  liMT*. —  Iuim*  at  i3*f«c-i;uunert. —  !!«it  rj*iii'7  '.'iii*- 

Georrifc  —  I'laiir  ii.  Guu'**" . u^U'.t  — Tin  Itmij'.*!.  Mii:i!*ier 
fct  TkV'a.-jiiiixr^ui  ^  Hit:iiiau(l  ■.  ani;.-  —  I>er*^  ;<  Lalavert^,. — 
l»'L?aiJiir  C.ir'i»eni;r- v!:i  Lmvini.-  —  tfjiuiwt.  a:  Savart- 
naii.  —  l^'a'iIlnli:;•»l:  Ltjiiiiinvtr  lauvoii.-  —  ^Jl•*f^  luu  ^^'il*- 
ter-imane?^  —  Sir  Kenrj-  CliniuL  &eu(it  aL  Ls}ji;di:JuL  u» 

lilt  S(»U1L. 


TIE  brIIIiaut   afikir   of  tljt    Hi'.inniug  of 

C'wed  by  the  result  uf  aL  enter pri»f  at 
llifc  eaKwarcL  UDdenakec  wiiLout  «^iiriulniiir  WhaL- 
iiicrtoii.  A  BniiaL  duUicliixieut  fron:  Halifax  of 
BeTeii  or  ei^riii  Luudred  men.  Lad  iuuuded  11  June 
a  miiiiarv  poi?:  on  the  eaHleru  side  of  tue  liiiv  of 
Penobscot,  nine  mile^  beiow  tbe  river  of  tbat 
name,  and  were  erecting  a  fori  ibere.  intended  to 
protect  Nova  Keolia.  contn»]  Ibe  fiiintiei>  of  Mafr- 
BacnuMsttb.  and  command  tne  vast  wooded  re^rioitf 
Oi  Miune :  wbenoe  iuexLaustible  6uppIie^  of  tim- 
ber migbi  be  procured  ibr  tbe  roval  abipvardf  at 
Halifax  and  ei&eH'ijere. 

Tbe  people  of  Boston,  roused  by  tiiis^  mov€>- 
meuL  wiiich  invaded  tbeir  terriiorv.  and  toucbed 
tbeir  pride  and  iuteredU.  undertook,  on  tbeir  own 
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responsibility,  a  naval  and  miliUtT-  expedition  in- 
tended to  drive  off  tlie  invaders.  All  Boston  was 
in  a  militar]'  bustle,  enrolling  militia  ntid  volun- 
teers. An  embargo  of  forty  days  was  laid  on  the 
shipping,  to  facilitate  the  equipment  of  ibe  naral 
annament ;  a  squadron  of  armed  ships  aod  brig- 
antinea  under  Cuminodore  Salionstall,  at  lengtli 
put  to  sea,  couToyiDg  transports,  on  board  of 
which  were  near  four  thousand  land  troogis  under 
General  Level. 

Arriving  in  the  Penobscot  on  the  25tb  of  May, 
they  fouud  Colonel  Maclean  poeleii  on  a  penin- 
sula, Sleep  and  precipitous  toward  the  bay,  and 
deeply  trenched  on  the  land  sde,  with  three  ships 
of  wur  anchored  before  iL 

Lovel  was  repulsed,  wilb  some  little  lo^  in  an 
attempt  to  effect  a  binding  on  the  peninsula ;  bat 
iinally  succeeded  before  daybreak  on  the  28lb. 
Tlie  moment  was  propitious  for  a  bold  and  Tigor- 
0U3  blow.  Tbe  fort  was  but  half  Giiisbed  ;  the 
gnna  were  not  mounted;  tbe  three  armed  vesseb 
could  not  have  offered  a  formidable  resistance ; 
but,  unfortunately,  the  energy  of  a  Wayne  was 
wanting  to  the  enterprise.  Lovel  pniceeded  by 
regular  siege.  Hu  threw  up  works  at  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  yards  distance,  and  opened  a  can- 
nonade, wbicb  was  continued  fi-ora  day  to  day,  for 
a  IbrtnighL  The  enemy  availed  themselves  of  tbe 
delay  to  strengthen  their  works,  in  wliicb  ihey 
were  aideil  by  men  from  the  ships.  Distrustful 
of  tbe  elSdency  of  the  militia  and  of  their  contin- 
uiuu>e  in  camp.  Lovel  sent  to  Boston  for  a  rein- 
forcement of  continental  troops.    He  only  awaited 
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their   arrival   to  carry  the  plnca    by  » 
P>]deu  opportunity  was  lost  by  iliia  exce^  o 
tion.     Ii  gave  time  for  Admiral  Collier  ai 
York  to  liear  of  this  euterprise,  and  iHke  a. 
for  ita  defeat. 

Oh  the  13th  of  August,  Level  was  astounded 
by  iolelligence  that  the  admiral  was  arrived  before 
the  bay  with  a  superior  armameitC.  Thos  fairly 
eulropped,  he  endeavored  to  extricate  his  force 
with  as  little  loss  as  possible.  Before  news  of 
Collier's  arrival  could  reach  the  fort,  he  reijm- 
barked  bia  troops  in  ihe  transports  to  make  their 
escape  up  the  river.  His  armed  vessels  vfere 
draw  up  in  a  crescout  as  if  to  give  battle,  but  it 
was  merely  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check.  They 
soon  gave  way ;  aome  were  captured,  others  were 
sot  on  lire  or  blown  up,  and  abandoned  by  tlieir 
(9«wB.  The  transports  being  eagerly  pursued 
and  in  great  danger  of  being  taken,  di^orged  the 
troops  aud  seamen  on  the  wild  shores  of  the  riveri 
whence  they  hud  to  make  the  best  of  their  way 
to  Boston,  struggling  for  upwards  of  a  hundred 
miles  through  a  pathless  wilderness,  before  they 
reached  the  settled  parts  of  the  country;  auJ 
uveral  of  them  perishing  through  hunger  and 
exhaustion. 

If  Washington  was  chagrined  by  the  signal 
failure  of  this  expedition,  undertaken  without  bis 
advice,  he  was  cheered  by  the  better  fortune  of 
onu  set  on  foot  about  the  same  time,  under  his 
own  eye,  by  his  young  friend.  Major  Henry  Lee 
of  the  Virginia  dragoons.  This  active  and  dar- 
ing officer  had  frequently  been  employed  by  him 
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in  BcoariDg  Uie  counirj  on  the  w«st  ciile  of  the 
Hudson  lo  cullecl  in.T'xmMKta,  keep  an  eve  apaa 
the  eiieui}''8  |iMta,  cut  off  dieir  eap{Jie<^  nud 
check  Uieir  fornging  parUes.  Tlie  roup  dt  maim 
at  Slonj  Point  liad  piqued  hb  emulaiJon.  lii  hia 
ODmmuoicaiiung  to  bead-quarters  be  iniiioated  Uiat 
an  of^rtunit^  presented  for  au  exploii  of  slmoM 
equal  daring.  In  tbe  course  of  hi»  reconnoiter- 
iug,  and  b;  meaua  of  spies,  he  had  diacorered  ibai 
tbe  British  post  at  Patilus  Uook,  im mediately  op- 
posite to  New  York,  was  very  oegligentl;  guarded. 
Paulus  Hook  U  a  loug.  low  point  of  ilie  Jenej 
thare,  stretching  into  the  Hudson,  and  ocHitiecled 
to  the  main  land  by  a  saody  istbmDS.  A  Ibrt 
bad  been  erected  on  it,  and  gairiaoDed  with  (bur 
or  five  hundred  men,  under  the  oominaod  of 
Slajor  Sutherland.  It  was  a  strong  position.  A 
creek  fordable  oatjr  in  two  places  rendured  lira 
Uook  ililficult  to  accesik.  'Within  this,  a  deep  trendi 
bad  been  cut  acroea  the  isihnius,  traversed  b;  a 
drawbridge  with  a  barred  gate ;  and  still  wiiHa 
this  was  a  double  row  of  abatia,  extending  into 
the  water.  The  whole  position,  with  tbe  country 
imiuedialely  adjacent,  was  ecparaled  from  the  rest 
of  Jeri*y  by  tbe  Hackeusack  Kiver,  ruiiiiing  par- 
allel to  the  HudH)n,  at  tbe  distance  of  a  rerj 
few  miles,  and  only  trarereable  in  botm,  except- 
ing at  the  New  Bridge,  about  fourteen  miles  from 
Faulus  Hook. 

O'Dltdcat  in  the  strength  of  bis  position,  and 
its  dielaiice  from  any  American  force,  Major  Sutb- 
erlaud  hud  become  remiss  in  bis  military  precnu- 
tions  i  the  want  of  ctgilanoe  in  a  commander  soou 
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produces  carelE»sncss  in  subalterns,  and  a  general 
negligeDce  prevailed  in  ibe  gtirrieon. 

All  this  had  been  ascurluiiied  by  Major  Lee ; 
and  he  now  proposed  the  daring  project  of  snr- 
pTiBiiig  ihe  fort  at  night,  and  llius  slnkJDg  an  in- 
sulting blow  "wiiliiu  caniion-Bhot  of  New  York." 
Washington  was  pleased  with  the  project ;  he  hud 
a  relish  for  signal  enterprises  of  the  kind ;  he  was 
aware  of  liieir  strtkiog  and  sahilarj'  etfect  upon 
both  friend  and  foe ;  arid  he  was  dispoeed  to  favor 
the  adventurous  schemes  of  this  young  officer. 
The  chief  danger  in  the  present  one,  would  be  in 
the  evacuation  and  retreat  after  the  blow  bud  been 
effected,  owing  to  the  proximity  of  the  enemy's 
force  at  New  York.  In  consenting  to  the  enter- 
prise, therefore,  be  stipulated  that  Lee  sliouid  not 
undertake  it  unless  sure,  from  previous  observa- 
tion, that  the  post  could  be  carried  by  instant  sur- 
prise; when  carried,  no  time  was  to  be  lost  in 
attempting  to  bring  off  cannon  or  any  other  arti- 
cles ;  or  in  collecting  stragglers  of  the  garrison 
who  might  skulk  and  hide  themselves.  He  was 
"to  surprise  the  post,  bring  off  the  garrison  im- 
mediately, and  effect  a  retreat." 

On  the  18th  of  August,  Lee  set  out  on  the  ex- 
pedition, at  the  head  of  three  hundred  men  of 
Lord  Stiriing's  division,  and  atnMp  of  dismounted 
dragoons  uuder  Captain  McLnne.  The  attack 
was  lo  be  made  that  night.  Lest  the  enemy 
should  bear  of  their  movement,  it  was  given  out 
that  they  were  on  a  mere  foraging  excursion. 
The  road  they  took  lay  along  that  belt  of  rocky 
and  wooded  heights  which  borders  the  Hudson, 


MtdMCfinr,  to  I*  at  hw^  m  m 


Dnr'a  Ferry  m  tie  Hut— A, 
PmSm  lloofc,  «W«  kMto  wmU  I 

If  WM  factw*ea  tw  mi  Anc  it  Ae  i 

«rhM  Lee  wrf* 


■ffiDft  pari/  ni)d«r  «  Ifijor  BtMkirfc,  ft 
itw  omMtj  called   tb«   EagKtb   ~  ' 
A*  Lc8  aod  hia  men  approeefaed,  tl 
uken  b/  Uie  KOlinel  for  Chi*  pert/  on 

Thu  diirlineaa  nf  the  night  fiiTorad  t! 
'ilwjr  pnaaed  the  creek  and  dildi,  ( 
work!  nntnolMled,  and  had  made  if 
inni  lit  llic  po«l  iMfure  the  nejtl 
ivnll  TiiwuetX  fivmi  cWp.  Major  Sntherlnnd  and 
niHiiit  aixty  IleMiniw  threw  tUernaelves 
*tnail  blook-houw  on  tlie  left  of  the  fort,  t 
opuiHid  Ml  irrcf{ulHr  Arc.  To  nllefopl  to  dislodge  < 
tliom  woulil  hnvc  cwl  too  much  lime.  Alann 
Ktiin  from  ihc  >hip»  in  the  river  and  the  forts  al 
Nuw  York  tlireniuned  «peedy  reinforcemeut  tu 
lhi>  cNomy.  llATiijg  made  ouo  faufldred  and  fifiy- 
iilno  priRoneni,  among  whom  were  three  officers,   | 
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Lee  commeoced  lu's  retreat, 
deatroy  eilliur  barracke  or 
achieved 


den 


dacity. 


of  the 


eiieniy  h 


■tillery.  He  liad 
lom  of  signal  au- 
e  slaiii,  for  there 


I  but  little  lighliiig,  and  uo  maBSacre.  Hie 
own  loas  was  two  men  killed  and  three  wouiidi-ii. 

His  retreat  was  attended  by  perils  and  per- 
plexities. Through  blunder  or  raisiiprehensjori, 
the  boats  which  he  was  to  have  fuiinii  at  Dow's 
Ferry  on  the  Huckeusack,  diaappoiuied  him ; 
and  he  bad  to  make  his  way  with  bis  tveary 
troops  up  the  neck  of  laud  between  that  river 
and  the  Hudson,  in  immineut  danger  of  being  cut 
up  by  BusUirk  and  his  scouting  detachment. 
Fortuualcly  Lord  Stirling  heard  of  his  peril,  niid 
eent  out  a  force  to  cover  his  retreat,  which  was 
effected  in  safety.  Washington  felt  the  value  of 
this  hardy  and  brilliant  exploit.  "  The  increase 
of  confidence,"  said  he,  "  which  the  army  will  de- 
rive from  this  affair  and  that  of  Stony  Point, 
though  great,  will  be  among  the  least  of  the  ad- 
vantages resulting  from  these  events."  In  a 
letter  to  the  President  of  Congress,  he  extolled 
the  prudence,  address,  enterprise,  and  bravery 
displayed  on  the  occasion  by  Major  Lee ;  in  con- 
sequence of  wliicli  the  latter  received  the  signal 
reward  of  a  gold  medal. 

Washington  was  now  at  West  Point,  diligently 
providing  fur  the  defense  of  the  Highlands  against 
any  further  aiterapts  of  the  enemy.  Doring  the 
time  that  he  made  this  bis  head- quarters,  the  most 
important  works,  we  are  told,  were  completed,  es- 
pecially the  fort  at  West  Point,  which  formed  the 
citadel  of  those  mountains. 


$4f^  urz  or  wA3imur^roi9. 

Of  \m  nn^ittriy  imksol  Hnwrinn  vidi  :^ 
li>  fmfAut  ftifwn,  «e  hare  evWieaeR  in  tiie  fiiiianp^ 
mH  pflpMHj^  of  ft  letter  to  E/imnivi  Rftiwirjcpb.  w!io 
1mi4  reeefttl  j  tokeo  his  •#«(  in  GMisren.  *  I 
uMl  be  ikftf^  in  mch  eoniaiiinieftciixM  aa  joor 
ieiwre  aibH  ocher  er>nmiera£kAii  win  pemiit  jfxi 
f^  trftiwmit  t//  me,  ior  I  am  m  toullj  axMC' 
tfmmnUnl  with  the  f^Aitlcal  sute  f>f  thins*,  and 
whtt  m  s^/irig  forwacrd  io  the  great  naciooal  eooft- 
eilf  a^  if  I  wax  an  alien ;  when  a  a>inpeieni 
knr/wledj^  r/  the  temper  and  desijjRS  of  oor  al- 
liea,  fr^m  tarrje  to  time,  and  the  freqoent  changes 
awl  c//riipl^xi//n  of  afTairs  in  Eurripe  miizht.  as 
t^H:y  ou^Ut  Uf  <Uf,  have  a  considerable  inflaenee 
f/u  th#;  o^ft'.rsitUprm  of  our  armj.  and  would  in 
WHiiy  ^/iM'4  (UiWrrmuh  the  propriety  of  mea.«ar€:A, 
whi'li  uhiU'.r  a  cloud  of  darkne^  can  only  be 
|/ro)H'<l  ur.  I  ^ny  thiA  ufK/n  a  presumption  that 
(>;ri^fc«!4,  «;i(})cr  through  their  own  ministers  or 
thnt  of  KrAiic^;,  mu4t  Im;  acquaint'^]  in  some  de- 
force witli  tUti  phifi.H  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  de- 
Mi^iiH  (;('  l''niin'jn  and  Spairi.  If  I  mistake  in  this 
i'nh}*'rtMn%  it  m  to  he  IanicnU;d  that  they  have  not 
iN'ltcr  inforrriation  ;  or,  if  [Kilitical  motives  render 
tWnclmurt'H  of  thifi  kind  improper,  I  am  content  to 
rnmain  in  ignonuuM;/* 

Of  tliu  Htyhjof  living  at  head-<(uartcr9,  we  have 
a  pictiirn  in  tlio  following  letter  tr>  l)(K:tor  John 
(*o(*lirari,  tin*  Nurgeon -general  and  pliyMician  of 
llin  army.  It  in  almoHt  tlio  only  iiiHtance  of  sport- 
ive  writing  in  all  Wafthington's  correH{)onden(;e. 


STYLE    OF  LIVI.VG.  549 

"Dear  Doctoji, —  I  hnve  aaked  Mrs.  Coeli- 
D  aDil  Mrs.  LiviDgBton  to  dine  with  me  lo-mor- 
;  but  mn  1  not  in  honor  bound  lo  apprise 
1  of  tbeir  fare?  As  I  hate  Ueceplion,  eveu 
re  ibe  iiDaginulioti  only  is  coDcernud,  I  will, 
t  ia  needless  to  premise  tijat  my  table  in  large 
enough  lo  hold  the  ladies.  Of  this  they  had  oc- 
ular proof  yesterday.  To  say  how  il  ia  usually 
covered  is  more  essential ;  and  this  Bhall  be  the 
purport  of  ray  letter. 

»"  Since  our  arrival  at  this  happy  spot,  we  have 
■had  B  bam,  souetimes  a  shouider  of  bacon,  to 
grace  the  head  of  tlie  table :  a  piece  of  roast  beef 
kdoms  tlie  foot ;  and  a  dish  of  beans  or  groens, 
almost  imperceptible,  deoorntes  the  centre.  When 
the  oook  has  a  mind  (o  cut  a  figure,  which  I  pre- 
sume will  be  the  case  to-morrow,  we  have  two 
beefsteak  pies,  or  dishes  of  crabs,  in  ndiiiiion,  one 
on  each  side  of  the  centre  dish,  dividing  the  t^pace 
and  reducing  the  distance  between  dish  and  dish 
lo  about  six  feet,  which,  without  them,  would  be 
about  twelve  feet  apart.  Of  late  he  has  had  the 
surprising  sagncily  to  discover  that  apples  wilt 
make  pies,  and  it  is  a  <]ueslioR,  if,  in  the  violence 
of  his  efforls,  we  do  not  get  one  of  apples  inHlead 
of  having  both  of  beefsteaks.  If  ihc  ladies  can 
put  up  wiih  such  entertain  men  I,  and  will  sub- 
mit to  partake  of  it  on  pliites  once  tin  but  now 
iron  (not  become  so  by  the  labor  of  scouring),  I 
t-linll  be  happy  to  see  them," 

Wo  may  add,  that,  however  poor  the  fare  and 
poor  Ibe  table  equipage  at  heud -quarters,  every- 


Sir  Henrj  Cliafiu-     Ml  b»  tal  ■■•  ■ 
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and  stores  to  be  brouglit  away ;  the  gamsona 
brought  off  from  Stony  and  Verplanck's  Faints, 
and  hU  liis  forces  to  be  conceiilrateil  at  New 
York,  wUicli  be  endeavored  to  put  in  the  stroBgesl 
poatare  of  defense. 

Intelligence  recently  received,  too,  that  Spain 
had  joined  France  in  hoetililiea  against  England. 
contril)u(e«1  to  increase  the  solicitude  and  perplex- 
ities of  tbe  enemy,  while  it  gave  fresh  confidence 
to  the  Americans. 

The  Chevalier  de  la  Luzenio,  minister  from 
France,  with  Mens.  Barbc  Marbois,  bis  secretary 
of  legation,  having  recently  landed  at  Boston, 
paid  Washington  a  visit  at  his  mountain  fortress, 
bringing  letters  of  introduction  from  Lal'ayette. 
The  chevalier  not  having  yet  aimounced  himself 
to  Congress,  did  not  choose  to  be  receive<l  in  his 
public  character.  "  If  lie  had,"  writes  Washing- 
ton, "  excepi  paying  bim  military  honors,  it  wiis 
not  my  intention  to  depart  from  that  plain  and 
simple  manner  of  living,  which  accords  with  the 
real  interest  and  policy  of  men  struggling  under 
every  dilRculty  for  the  attainment  of  the  must 
inestimable  blessing  of  life,  liberty." 

In  eonfbrmity  with  this  intention,  he  welcomed 
the  chevalier  to  the  mountains  with  the  thunder 
of  artillery,  and  received  him  at  his  fortress  with 
military  ceremonial ;  but  very  probably  surprised 
bim  with  the  stem  simplicity  of  his  table,  while 
lie  charmed  him  with  the  dignity  and  grace  with 
\vhich  he  presided  at  it.  The  ambassador  evi- 
dently acquitted  himself  with  true  French  suav- 
ity and  diplomatic  lace    "  Ho  was  polite  enough," 
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writes  Wasbingfou,  "'lo  npprove  my  priDciple.and 
coudesceuded  lo  ttppcar  plcast'd  with  our  ijpartaa 
living.  In  a  word,  lie  made  ua  all  exceedingly 
happy  by  bis  affability  and  good  humor  while  lie 
remained  in  camp." 

The  letters  from  Lafayette  spoke  of'  hia  favor- 
able reception  at  court,  and  his  appoiutment  to 
au  houorable  situation  in  the  French  army.  "  I 
had  no  doubt,"  writes  Washington,  "  that  this 
would  be  the  caae.  To  hear  it  from  yourself 
adds  pleasure  to  the  accounL  And  here,  my 
dear  friend,  let  me  congratulale  you.  None  ciui 
do  it  with  more  warmth  of  affection,  or  sincere 
joy  than  myself.  Your  forward  zeal  in  the  cause 
of  liberty  ;  yonr  singular  attachment  lo  tliis  in- 
fent  world  j  your  ardent  and  persevering  efforts, 
not  only  in  America,  but  since  your  return  to 
France,  to  serve  the  United  States ;  your  polite 
attention  to  Americnus,  and  your  slrici  and  uni- 
form friendship  for  me,  have  ripened  the  first 
impreHsions  of  esteem  and  attitchment  which  I 
imbibed  for  you,  into  such  perfect  love  and  grati- 
tude, as  neither  lime  nor  absence  can  impair. 
This  will  warrant  my  oasuring  you  that,  whether 
iu  the  character  of  an  officer  at  the  head  of  a 
corps  of  galUnt  Frenchmen,  if  eircumslniicea 
should  require  this,  whether  as  a  maJor-genurHl 
commanding  a  division  of  the  American  army, 
or  whether,  after  our  swords  and  spears  h»ve 
given  place  to  the  ploughshare  and  the  pruning- 
hook,  I  see  you  as  a  private  gentleman,  a  friend 
and  companion,  I  shall  welcome  you  wilh  nil  the 
warmth  of  friendship  to  Columbia's  shores ;  and. 
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in  ihe  latler  case,  lo  ray  rural  cottage,  wUere 
homely  fare  aail  a  cordial  reception,  eliuU  be  sub- 
stituted for  delicacieB  ami  costly  living,  Tliis, 
from  past  experience,  I  know  you  can  submit  to ; 
nud  if  the  lovely  partner  of  your  hnppinesa  will 
consent  to  participate  with  in  in  such  I'ural  enter- 
tainment and  nmiisemenla,  I  can  undertake,  on 
bebair  of  Mrs.  Washinglou,  Ibnt  slie  trill  do 
everylljing  in  her  power  to  make  Virginia  agree- 
able lo  the  marchioness.  My  inclination  and  en- 
deavors lo  do  this  caunot  be  doubted,  when  I  as- 
sure you,  tliat  I  love  everybody  that  is  dear  to 
you,  and  consequently  participate  in  the  pleasure 
;ou  feel  in  the  prospect  of  again  becoming  a 
parent,  and  do  moat  sincerely  congratulate  you 
Rud  your  lady  on  this  fresh  pledge  she  is  about 
to  give  you  of  her  love." 

Wasiiingioti's  anticipations  of  a  combined  op- 
eration with  D'Estiiing  against  New  York  were 
again  disnppoinled.  The  French  admiral,  on 
arriving  on  the  coast  of  Georgia,  Lad  been  per- 
suaded to  cooperate  with  the  Southern  army,  under 
General  Lincoln,  in  an  attempt  to  recover  Sa- 
vannah, which  had  rallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
British  during  Ibe  preceding  year.  For  three 
weeks  a  siege  was  carried  on  with  great  vigor, 
by  regular  approaches  on  land,  and  cannonade 
and  bombardmecit  from  the  shipping.  On  the 
9ih  of  October,  although  the  apprunches  were 
not  complete,  and  no  sufficienl  broach  hiid  been 
effected,  Lincoln  and  D'Esiaing,  at  the  head  uf 
their  choicest  troops,  advanced  before  daybreak 
to  storm   Ihe   works.      The  assault  was  gallant 
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;  bolh  Aioeriouis  ftnd  Frenck 
h^  pkaled  liieir  sUnJanlj  oa  the  reiloubu,  bat 
were  filwB;  repulsed.  After  tbe  repulse,  bolb 
uinies  retired  Groin  be&tn  Uw  plmce,  tbe  Fresck 
h«TiDg  toM  in  luQed  uid  waaoded  Dpwmid«  of 
eix  luudred  men,  llie  Amerkans  aboot  Ibor 
hnitdrvd.  lyEataiDg  himseLf  waa  among  Ae 
WDnnded,  and  the  gnlbot  C«xmt  PoWki  anoog 
iIm  alain.  Tbe  losa  of  the  enemj  was  trifii^, 
being  protected  hj  thdr  woi^ 

The  AmerioDd  recrua^  the  Saraoiuh  River 
into  Sonth  Carolina ;  the  militia  returned  (o  thtir 
homes,  and  the  French  reeuborked. 

Tbe  tiding*  of  Ibis  niTerse,  nliicb  reached 
Wa«k!ugton  btle  in  November,  put  &n  end  lu  aU 
prospect  uf  couperalion  truin  the  Freodi  ileet  ;  & 
consequeut  cbftiige  tuok  pUce  in  all  his  plsn3> 
The  militia  of  New  York  tud  llaaMduMetn, 
recently  assembled,  were  disbanded,  and  amuige- 
tneota  were  made  fur  the  niuter.  The  aray  «■■ 
throwu  iuio  Iwo  divisions;  ooe  was  to  beslalwaed 
nnder  General  ILeath  in  the  Highland  lor  ibe 
protection  of  West  Point  and  the  oei^ibocii^ 
peats;  the  other  and  principal  diTisioo  waid^g 
be  hutted  uear  Morristown,  where  Was"  ■  -  - 
was  to  hare  his  bead-quarters.  The  i 
were  to  be  sent  to  Connecticut 

Uuderstauding  that  Sir  Henry  Clinton  wma 
making  preparations  at  New  York  for  a  liirge 
embarkation  of  troops,  nod  fearinj;  tbey  might 
be  destined  against  Georgia  and  Carolina,  he 
reaolred  lo  detach  the  greater  port  of  his  Soutfa- 
em  troops  for  tbe  protection  of  thaw  Stales ;  ■ 
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provident  resolution,  in  which  he  v 
b;  subsequent  instructions  from  Congress.  Ac- 
corilingly,  the  North  Carolina  brigiule  took  up 
its  march  for  Charleston  in  November,  aud  the 
whole  of  ihe  Yirginia  line  in  December. 

Notwitha landing  the  recent  prep ath lions  at 
New  York,  ihe  ships  remained  in  port,  and  the 
enemy  held  themaelves  in  collected  force  there. 
Doubts  began  lo  be  entertained  of  some  furtive 
design  iieHt«r  at  hand,  and  measures  were  taken 
to  protect  the  army  against  an  attack  when  in 
winter-qua rlera.  Sir  Henry,  however,  was  regu- 
lating hit!  movements  fay  ihaie  the  French  fleet 
might  make  after  the  repulse  at  Savannah.  lu- 
telligence  at  length  arrived  that  it  bad  been  dU- 
persed  by  a  violent  storm.  Count  D'Eslaing, 
with  a  part,  had  shaped  his  course  for  France ; 
ibe  rest  had  proceeded  (o  the  West  Indies. 

Sir  Henry  now  lost  no  time  in  carrying  his 
plans  into  operatioti.  Leaving  ihe  garrison  of 
New  York  under  the  command  of  Lieuteiiant- 
generat  Knyphausen,  he  eroborked  several  thou- 
sand men,  on  board  of  Iramiports,  to  be  convoyed 
by  five  ships  of  the  line  and  several  frigates  under 
Admiral  Arbuthnot,  and  set  sail  on  the  2Gih  of 
December,  accompanied  by  Lord  Cornwallis,  on 
an  expedition  intended  for  the  capture  of  Char- 
leston and  the  reduction  of  South  Carolina. 


Stanford  University  Library 

Stanford,  California 

In  order  that  otliera  may  n»e  iIiJb  book,  pleaae 
relnrii  it  as  loan  ■■  posalble,  bat  not  later  thaH 
the  date  due. 


